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In a town 
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It is a general" practice among autfiors -fa 
introduce themselves to theii- ireailers m a 
short preifktory cirapter, for tfee pur^se o5f 
offeririg- sdme kind of apology* for what is^ 
to follow. On the present occTasibn/ how- 
ever, thte Writer is aflhaitf lie ha^iittfe'to 
eototktiihfcate ' of h ^satisfactory haiiire fof 
obtradkighimsetroh the pubfic tn ko^ novd 
a ci^citj^'i yet he begs Wave to stetfe afeW 
parficulats cbrihectea- with the artilertak^ 
ih£ ^lA'pbssBbljr may have a pattf^ bi 
•fltieheeitflils fiivotir* i . ' '-'■ ' "^ 
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In.ihe winter evenings, he had for seve^ 
ral years been in the habft of occanfonanjr 
noting down^ in a sort of scrap book, any 
partieuhur oeeuirence that seemed worthy 
of notice, together with ideas of bis own^ at 
times^ on various subjee^K^ - This having 
been known to a friend or two, one of themr 
seriously urged Inm to ttensfonn his muW 
tipliedr jottings into, some shape>.and,toeiv 
graft tbecn on a historical sketpb. of: the 
town of Hawicjk* At that period,^ the. jasor^ 
jecst. of publishing a.book had nev^ cnossed 
the ntipd of the. wpter ; . but »» tinae passed 
oii,.his: lucubrations- gradu;ally assumed th^ 
si«e of a volume.. His friends,.toic^.opnli^^ 
ing^to impovtune him. res^^ectwg publicar 
tion, that proposal,^ which bad :Only exdt^ 
ed a laugh^ ^f^4 ^ become^ l^ss and less 
absujd,, till atl^gthhe- ceased rjto be int^ 
midated by the perils, of authorship;, and. 
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thus hi^e t&e nocturnal recreatidns <^ an 
individuid 1)een transferred from their na- 
tive obscurity to public notice. 

In the composition and arrangement of 
the various matter which occupies the foU 
Jowing pages, the reader will be at no loss 
to discover numerous and essential faults ; 
j^et, with all ks imp^rfiectionsy this «mdl 
work maf possibly afibrd«ome amusement, 
if not ln&ti*action ; and shocdd it contribute 
in any degree to the jratio»al or harmless 
enjoyment «f his fellow-dtizens, ttie Writ- 
er will have attained an ol^ect of a gratify- 
ing kind. 

JSamch 6/A Sepir. ISSi. 
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HISTORY OF HAWICK. 



CHAPTER I. 



These are but few instances in which a historical 
sketchy such as is here attempted, can excite any in* 
terest beyond the circle of which it treats. There 
may be circumstances, however, in the history and 
tradition of a small town, or limited community, 
calculated to arrest the attention of the general 
reader, and to administer in some degree to that de* 
sire for information of every sort, for which the pre* 
sent a|^ ia so particularly distinguished 
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2 HISTORY OF HAWICK. 

In the composition of the following pages, where a 
few facts and traditional anecdotes, connected with 
the town of Hawick and its immediate vicinity, to- 
gether with some occasional observations, have been 
crudely and hastily committed to paper, there will 
be found no attempt at literary pretension ; neither 
is it supposed that the place about to be noticed has 
any extraordinary title to local eminence, yet Dame 
Fortune is so capricious at times in conferring her 
favours, that the Banks of the Teviot may be destined 
(who can tell ?) to attain celebrity in a commercial 
point of view — an event which the trading enterprize 
and success of the inhabitants of Hawick, in the esti- 
mation of some of their neighbours, render by no 
means improbable. 

It has been observed, that circumstances of a for- 
tuitous character have sometimes conferred distinction 
upon men and things that were in themselves use- 
less or contemptible. Hence the Rubicon became 
immortal from its. passage by Cesar, and Runamede 
owes its fame to the birth of Magna Charta. Jack 
Cade, Wat Tyler, Napoleon's far-fetched Corporal 
at Leipsic have obtained places in history ; and the 
Due d' Angouleme, with his Consecrated sword, will 
go down to posterity. Seeing, therefore, that nitches 
in the Temple of Fame are tenanted so capri- 
ciously, it will not, perhaps, be deemed oflfensively 
vain for a person either to narrate a few local parti- 
culars, or to view, with some degree of self-compla- 
cency, in the mirror of hope, the rising fortunes of 
his native place* 
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NATURAL SCENERY. 3 

Dispensing with further apology, it may be stated, 
that the town of Hawick is situated at the confluence 
of a mountain-stream, called the Slitrig, with the 
river Teviot, twenty-one miles south-west of Kelso, 
forty-five north of Carlisle, and fifty south of Edin- 
burgh, on the West Road from London, through 
Manchester and Carlisle, to the Scottish Capital. 
The mail-coachy to and from London and Edin- 
burgh, passes daily, and the Sir Walter Scott, light 
post-coach, every other day. 

The natural scenery around the town is a beauti- 
ful alternation of hill and dale; and, considering the 
upland position of the country, the soil is extremely 
fertile. The banks of the Teviot, for ten miles abore 
this place are ornamented with numerous thriving 
plantations, and studded with modern and respectable 
farm-houses, where the lord of the manor would feel 
himself as comfortable on an evening, from the in- 
telligence and hospitality of some of his tenants, as 
he is even likely to experience under the roof of the 
baronial mansion of his ancestors. A few lines of 
the enchanting Minstrel may here be quoted: 

•• Sweet Teviot ! on thy silver tide 

The glaring bale-fires blaze no more ; 
No longer steel-clad warriors ride 

Along thy wild and willowed shore.*' 

To these exquisitely beautiful lines may be added : 

All now is clianged, and halcyon years 
Succeed the feudal baron's sway ; 
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4 HISTORY OF HAWICK. 

And trade, with arts and peace, appears. 
To bless fair Scotia's happier day. 

The Gentlemen''s Seats In the neighbourhood of 
Hawick are not numerous, owing, . no doubt, to the 
Duke of Buccleuch being proprietor of perhaps five^ 
sixths of the land for several miles around the town. 

Stobs Castle, situated four miles up the Slitrig, is 
a fine sequestered place. The policy around it has 
lately been improved with much taste by the present 
proprietor. Sir William F. Eliott. 

Cavers, the seat of James Douglas, Esq. situated 
about three miles east of Hawick, is a respectable ba- 
ronial-looking mansion. In the possession of the 
present family are some trophies taken at the far- 
famed battle of Otterbume, which was fought on 
the 15th August, 1388, betwixt Henry Percy^ 
called Hotspur, and James Earl of Douglas. The 
issue of the conflict is well known i Percy was madie 
prisoner, and the Scots won the day, dearly pur- 
chased by the death of their general, the Earl of 
Douglas, who was slain in the action. The present 
family are lineal descendants of that gallant noble- 
man. Mr. Douglas inherits a large, compact, and 
valuable estate, with a commanding and extensively 
wooded policy, unadorned either with man-traps or 
spring-guns. This gentleman prefers the pleasures 
of literary retirement to the shooting of hares and 
blackcocks. The encouragement of education, the 
patronising of the useful arts, and the promoting 
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GENTLEMEN S SEATS. O 

of general information, seem to be the prominent 
features of his character. These, joined to unceasing 
acts of benevolence, demonstrate his worth. 

Branxholm, three miles above Hawick, on the 
Teviot, has had its name perpetuated by the Mighty 
]VIinstrel. Branxholm was the principal residence 
of the family of Buccleuch, when lawless feuds and 
rapine were the regular pastime of onr border chiefs. 
Here did the retainers of the powerful house of Scott 
rally, alternately to defend the property of their 
leader, or to follow him in offensive quarrel or de- 
predation from Teviot to Solway, from Solway to 
Tyne. This mansion is pleasantly situated on the 
banks of the Teviot, flanked on its right and left by 
Branxholm-Park and Branxholm-Braes, two of the 
most respectable farm houses on the estate, and is 
occupied by the Duke's Chamberlain. Though 
Branxholm has long been denied the honour of a 
ducal inmate ; yet were plantations extended around 
it, in unison with those already laid out and thriv- 
ing, it might have some pretensions to become 
again the occasional habitation of his Grace. Per- 
haps the present young Nobleman may feel grati- 
fied in thus doing honour to the ancient seat of 
his ancestors, Sir Walter Scott and Dame Mar- 
garet Douglas, whose united names and property 
he inherits. 

Whitehaugh, about a mile and a half from the 
town, is delightfully situated, and is a place that 
Nature seems to have designed for the residence of » 

B 3 . 
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HISTORY or HAWICK. 



man of taste, its highland situation being so accordant 
with modern variety and chasteness, (the amphithea- 
trical construction of the policy, the burn rippling 
through the limited plain, the winding-and beautiful 
course of the stream for 3 mile below the house, 
the capability of its banks for ornament for half a 
mile above it, together with the general scenery 
around the villa), that it must force on the pro- 
prietor many urgent claims for the further improve- 
meiit of his estate, and which, perhaps, in a short 
time, he will find irresistible. 

Wilton Lodge, within a quarter of a mile of the- 
town, is a pleasant little spot' that nature and art 
have united to embellish. Its Proprietor enjoys the 
afternoon of life here, in the bosom of his family, and 
in drawing upon his own intellectual treasures, the 
fruits of an active early life, and of a cultivated 
understanding 

Stirches, the seat of Mr. Chisholm, is situated 
on an eminence, little more than a mile distant from 
the town, which it overlooks from the north. 

Two miles below the town, is Brierieyards, the pro^ 
perty of Mr. TurnbuU of Fenwick ; a handsome 
modern structure, placed on a picturesque promonto- 
ry, jutting into the Teviot, which might, with a few 
improvements, be made a delightful residence. 

Midshiels, a quarter of a mile farther down the ri- 
ver, the seat of A. Douglas, Esq. of Adderstone, is 
a beautiful situation for the country residence of a 
gentleman. 
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Hassendeanburn, three miles below the town, on 
the northern bank of the Teviot, is another beauti^ 
ful residence, occupied by the proprietor, Mr. Dick- 
son of Huiitlaw. To the north of the house, along 
the bum, and in the woods, are some of the finest 
walks and scenery perhaps in the country. 

About four miles below the town, stands Teviof 
bank, the property of Captain Simpson of the Guards, 
and at present the dwelling-house of the Hon. 
Captain Elliot, R. N. Although this is perhaps th« 
best situation on the Teviot for an elegant villa, yet 
not many years have elapsed since it was selected for 
that purpose. 

Borthwickshiels, the property of George Pott, 
Esq. of Todrig, is a pleasant highland mansion, 
presently occupied, during the shooting season, by 
R. O. Gascoigne, Esq. of Parlington, Yorkshire. 

Chisholme, which is six miles above Hawick, is 
the property of James Scott Chisholme, Esq. and at 
present is held in lease by Edward EUice, Esq. M. P. 
for Coventry, who resides there for a few weeks, in 
the sporting season of the year. It is a delight- 
ful abode in summer, being placed almost on the top 
of a hill, in the midst of plantations, laid out with 
liberality and taste. 

. Borthwickbrae, whose site is about six miles 
from Hawick, is beautifully situated on the banks 
of the Borthwick. It is the old family mansion, and 
the occasional residence of William Eliott Lockhart, 
Esq. M. P. for the county of Selkirk. 
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Harden, which is distant four miles from Hawick, 
is the ancient estate, and former residence of the 
Scotts of Harden. This house has a romantic situa- 
tion at the top of a glen or ravine, with a burn on its 
right, *' stealing under the lang yellow broom,*" and 
is encompassed with spreading beeches, sturdy oaks, 
and copsewood thickets, that doubtless, in days of 
yore, sheltered the resting place or den of a band of 
marauders, who, when " Wat o' Harden'' blew his 
horn, laid a whole district under contribution. Mr. 
Scott might have a huntmg-box here, which for si- 
tuation. couM scarcely be excelled. 

Six miles below Hawick is Minto House, the seat 
jof the Earl of Minto, a large modern building, sur- 
rounded with extensive woods and plantations, part of 
which, with two beautiful hills, shield it from the 
western blast, whilst a huge precipitous rock, thrown 
up apparently by some convulsion of nature, screens it 
from the colder eastern winds. Wise men, as well as 
another description of people, have been puzzled to dis- 
cover upon what principle of beauty, convenience, or 
taste, the exact site of the mansion had been determin- 
ed, as more eligible situations abound in the surround- 
ing pleasure-grounds. It has the honour, however, 
to be the domicile of a Nobleman whose public con- 
duct and private worth form a nucleus round which 
the independence and political intelligence of the 
county, at no distant period, seem destined to rally. 

Seven miles east from Hawick, on the water of 
Rule, is Wells, a seat of Sir William F. Eliott of 
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GENTLEMEN S SEATS. 9 

Stobs. This house is old and venerable, but not be^ 
ing of the castellated form, seems opposed to the 
taste of the present times. The lawn, however, in 
which it stands, the full-grown- and extensive woods 
that surround it, the beautiful mountain stream in 
its front, with the high hill and rocks of Ruberslaw, 
in the immediate vicinity on the west, taken in the 
aggregate, denote the situation of a baronial mansion 
that is perhaps unparalleled in the county. This 
princely place, through the instrumentality, of an 
architect, seems likely to become the residence of the 
Baronet, while Stobs Castle will remain a sec[uestered 
and beautiful hunting seat. 

Five miles to the northward of Hawick, is situated 
Sinton, the country-house of J. C. Scott, Esq. the 
plantations and improvement around which are well 
conceived and executed. The building stands plea- 
santly on the western extremity of a valley, that 
terminates on the banks of Ale Water ; and, though 
in Selkirkshire, is an isolated tract, completely en« 
circled by the county of Roxburgh. 

There are two or three vestiges of ancient en- 
campments in the vicinity of the town, as well as the 
ruins of several peels or watch-towers, used by the 
border marauders in former times. 

The London road to Edinburgh through Hawick, 
twelve miles above the town, crosses that chain of 
hills which divides the country from the coast of 
Northumberland to Ayrshire. From these eminences 
the waters derive their source, and flow both east 
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and west, to the German and Irish Seas. As a travel- 
ler approaches these hills from the south, he is unable 
to perceive how such an elevated afid continuous ridge 
is to be overcome ; yet, although appearances are so 
threatening at a distance, there is a pass in the moun- 
tains, through which the road winds, that would be 
equally celebrated in the annals of fighting with the 
Bochetta or Col de Tenda of Italy, did warriors gather 
laurels in the South of Scotland. The ascent and de- 
clivity of the road, as it passes through the hills, is 
80 gentle as to be scarcely perceptible, although its 
narrowness in some places (which might be easily re- 
medied) is not without danger to the traveller. * 
From Hawick towards Carlisle the road runs along 
the estate of the Duke of Buccleuch for about thirty 
miles, with two trifling interruptions of a few furlongs. 
By the succession of this Nobleman to the Queens- 
berry property, his estates in the South of Scotland 
have been considerably multiplied : and it is sup- 
posed were his Grace'*s various and extensive pos- 
sessions in continuity of position they would form 
an aggregate of territory which, in superficial extent, 
might rival some of the most celebrated German 
Electorates — another evidence, were it required, of 
the wisdom of our ancestors, and the national bles- 
sings of primogeniture and entail. 

The road to Edinburgh*, for eight miles north of 



* Since writing the above, the widening of this part of th© 
road has been commenced. 
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Hawick, is of a different order from that just no- 
ticed, although an engineer of ordinary experience 
might easily make it unobjectionable at no great ex* 
pense. It would almost appear, that the Trustees 
of the roads in the yicinity of this town intended to 
show they were not only qualified to design and exe- 
cute a good road, but that they are also capable of 
allowing a road to exist in the making of which it is 
impossible to discover either design or execution. It 
is difficult to understand how so considerable a tract 
of such a public high-way has so long been suffered to 
remain in its present state. During the last twenty 
years much money and labour have been expended 
m improving the roads in the neighbourhood of the 
town, although nowhere, in an equal degree, was im- 
proTeme:it so necessary. For nearly a stage this 
cruel r^ld ascends and descends hill after hill, as if 
its projectors had intended to punish the horse spe- 
cies for some original transgression, inhumanly for- 
getting their nobleness of nature, and their incalcu* 
lable usefulness to man. The present line of this part 
of the road is so palpably objectionable, that there is 
not a cobbler ir the town, nor a peasant in the neigh- 
bourhood, but could point out a better one. It is to 
be hoped, however, for the credit of the country, that 
the attention of the Trustees will be drawn to the 
subject. Few persons are better qualified for point- 
ing out and seeing executed a proper line of road 
than the present Surveyor of the district ; and as 
there can be but one opinion upon the matter, the 
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public voice, united with the representationg of the 
Surveyor, must assuredly, in a short time, have 
influence in the proper quarter. 

The state of the public roads of a country has be- 
come proverbially important ; and although no com- 
pai^Ison can hold between Great Britain and any 
other country with respect to the multiplicity and ex- 
cellence of its highways, yet it must be confessed, 
that our principal roads, in many places, occasionally 
evince such a want of skill in the direction, and so 
much parsimony in the execution, that they are dis- 
creditable alike to the country and to the age. 



d by Google 



;81TICATI02i OF THE TOWK, &C. 13 



CHAPTER 11. 

The Town of Hawick is situated in two parishes, 
part of it being in th6 parish of Wilton. The po- 
pulation of the place has been doubled within the 
Jast thirty years, and at this period amounts to four 
thousand four hundred, including Damside, which is 
Joined to it by a bridge, and may be considered part 
4)f the town. 

The antiquity of a place is often a prominent ar- 
ticle, as ancient records never fail to produce marvel • 
lous matter, and thus become interesting to a '^-^m. 
her of readers. Unfortunately the Becords of the 
Burgh of Hawick cannot lay claim ito high antiqui- 
ty, although there are documents in the possession of 
the magistrates which show that the town has existed 
as a Burgh for many centuries. The oldest writing 
extant is a Deed re-«recting the town into a Burgh 
-of Barony, by James Douglas of Drumlanrig, dated 
At Edinburgh, the lltb October, 1537. In this 
Deed or Charter, * the Baron says, that his Town 



• St-e Appendix 



d by Google 



14 HtsToirr of ha wick. 

of Hawick has existed a Free Burgh ironi time im- 
memorial ; but in consequence of its records having 
been destroyed by the inroads of the English, and 
thieves, he, by the present instrument, confirms 
and perpetuates all its former rights, privileges, and 
immunities ; and, at the same time, he conveys to 
the corporation fourteen hundred acres of land as a 
recompense for feudal and patriotic services perform- 
ed by the inhabitants. To which liberal bequest he 
adds the following rider, ** That there shall be fur- 
nished one lamp or pot of burning oil, before the al- 
tar of the parish church of Hawick, at the time of 
the great mass, and the. vesper or evening prayers, 
all the holidays of the year, in honour of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and praying fdr the souls of the barons 
of Hawick, founders of the said lamp, and their 
successors.*" Need it be observed, that the pious 
request of the munificent Baron has been unattend- 
ed to and forgotten ? 

The Town of Hawick is thus a Burgh of Barony, 
independent of its founder. And its municipal 
rights and privileges were confirmed by a royal 
charter from Mary, of unfortunate memory, as she 
passed this way from a visit to Earl Bochwell, at 
Hermitage Castle. This royal document is also in 
the possession of the magistrates, dated 1540. An 
adventure that befel Mary, on her return from Lid- 
desdale, is well authenticated. On the road fropi 
Hbnmtage to Hawick, is a morass, which the Queen 
and her party had to cross. The palfrey that bore 
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her Majesty, on this occasion, was unaccustomed to 
travel in moss and water, and ignorant, of cqune^ 
of the unbetra^ng virtues of a rush-Aush, Though 
ftdl of spirit, it could not make its way, but stuck 
fast in the bog several times, to the terror of its in- 
teresting and beautifiil rider. The Royal Lady 
had to dismount up to the knees in mud; and 
the guide, whose ^advice had been previously unat«*. 
tended to, seeing the hazardous plight of his sove- 
reign, now flew to her rescue, and placed his ill** 
fated Queen once more upon terra firma. Thi^. 
morass, where Fate used Mary so uncourteously^; 
has ever since been called the Queen^s Myre. 

It is supposed by many of the good people of thisK 
place, that the Charter of Mary constituted thf^ 
tx>wn into a royal burgh; and, in fact, the ma^ 
gistrates are invested with, and in the constant eXt; 
ercise of authority equal, and in some cases superiorly 
to the magistrates of the royal burghs of SootlaQdir 
Yet, somehow or other, the corporation has n^vei: 
been called upon to assist in forming that assembl}C 
where the collected wisdom of the empire U said to 
be found. The situation of Hawick is. certainly 
singular in this respect, seeing that the royal instru^ 
ment in the possession of the magistrates is under* 
stood to give a better claim to.a participation in legis>^ 
ktive matters, than either wealth, population^ in-: 
dustry, or intelligence, although these were uni|e4 
to the extent witnessed in Manchester, BirminghanL| 
or Leeds. 
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< The Constitution of the Burgh of Hawick, by the* 
Charters of Douglas of Drumlanrig and Queen Ma- 
ry, is as liberal as if it had been drawn out by Mr^ 
Benthaniy and revised by the Westminster Coramit- 
tee; These charters authorise the inhabitants to 
elect, yearly, magistrates and other officers, necessary 
&r the good government of the burgh. There is 
sfirely an abundant infusion here of the elements, 
of democracy; but how the system worked from 
the year 1537 to 1760 is very imperfectly known, 
£te the records of the town show but sparingly the de- 
tftils of its governments In- consequence of a dis-- 
pute, however, between the magistrates and the 
burgesses about fifty years agOy some light has been 
thrown upon the state of affairs at that period, by 
trhich it would appear, that the magistrates and? 
council of that day were for dispensing with the form 
of annual elections^ to whieh the inhabitants de- 
murred, and issue was joined. The Court of Ses- 
sion was appealed to, and the result was such as 
might perhaps have been anticipated — the governors 
beat the governed. The Lords of Council and 
Session, in their last sitting upon this ease, assumed 
the functions of legislators, as they have occasion- 
filly done, and abrogated some of the radical prin* 
ciples that held a prominent place in the ancient con« 
stitution of the burgh, whereby the original charter 
was vhtually set aside, and a mixed legitimate non<- 
descript, which they termed a Decree, substituted 
in its place, by way of a Hidcr to the Bill of llighta 
of the town* 
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The goveniment of the Burgh is vested in tht 
Magistrates and Council, consisting of thirty-one in-< 
dividuals, viz. fifteen permanent counsellors, who 
hold their o£Sce for life, ■* and fourteen trades-coun- 
sellors or deacons, who are elected yearly by the 
seven incorporated trades. These twenty-nine, with 
the two magistrates, who are elected annually, by^ 
a poll of the Burgesses, complete the town. council^ 
All the other public functionaries of the burgh ar^ 
appointed by the magistrates and council, with thc^ 
exception of the town clerk, who is chosen by th^ 
burgesses, and is elected every two years. 

The Revenue of the Town is upwards of tf 400 
per annum, arising from the rent df land, houses, , 
&u-duties, grazing of cattle, &c. The public debt 
is about *£*2,500— the foundation of which was laid 
in a lawsuit with the Duke of Buccleuch fifty years, 
ago. The principal part of it, however, has been, 
contracted by improving the town, its streets, wells; 
town-house, and the enclosing of the common. The 
contest with the Duke of Buccleuch is worthy of 
notice : The tenants of his Grace, whose farms lay 
contiguous to the town-common, had been in the 
practice of taking start and fferhup with their cat- 
tle on the burgh muir, which was then without 



* When a vacancy occurs iu this department of the coMocilt ^ 
it is filled up by the remainder of the fifteen, who meet and 
appoint a successor to |;he vacant situation, without consulting 
the body of the council* 

c3 
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fences^. The Duke^s Agents (he was himself a mi- 
nor at the time) commenced an action before the 
supreme court, claiming a right of property in the 
burgh lands, in consequence of said start and (ftr- 
hup, * Although the income of the town at that pe- 
riod was trifling, and very inadequate to meet a 
contest at law, ^^ against such fearful odds,*^ there 
was no alternative, and the good town of Hawiclr 
was sisted in court. The lawyers laboiired in their 
vocation for some time. Statements and counter- 
statements amused their lordships; replies, du- 
plies, o'er TTumy plies -f- lined the pockets of counselv 
and emptied the pockets of the citizens 7 boxings, 
summonses of wakenings avisandums, &c. &e. exhausted' 
tlie patience of the burghers, and the case was finally 
submitted to arbitration. The arbiter appointed' 
was the lord advocate of the day, by whose decision, 
** at one fell swoop,'' the burgh was deprived of one 
third of its property. The Lord Advocate of Scotland 
arbiter in a cause, *^ the*Duke of Buccleuch versus 
the town of Hawick [^ " TeH it not in Gath r The^ 



* Query—liad the town taken the eouper ycord of the Duke's 
people, and sued for a ri^ht of property on the neighbouring 
farms, in consequence of Jtort and o*erloup by the town cattle* 
m the cine ease could have easilj been proved as well aa, the 
other, how would the lord advocate have viewed the matter^ and 
what would have been the result ? 

t An ezpreasioB of one of the Sheriff of Roid>usgtifikir«* 
to a lawyer who had a case too long in court* 
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people here at times, in the simplicity of their jom^ 
tures, entertain hopes, that some future Duke of Buc- 
cleuch will erne day restore to this town the property 
of which it was deprived in the name of one of his an- 
cestors, in a manner so unducal, so unmanly. The' 
land yet remaining in the possession of the Burgfa,- 
amounts to somewhere about 1100 acres, nearly the^ 
tme-half of which is let, and the remainder is kept for 
pasturing the town-cattle. All the conterminous 
heritors got a slice of the division of Hawick Com-» 
mon, except Sir F. Eliott of Stobs, grandfather of 
the present Sir William EKott, who indignantly re- 
fused to participate in the spoil. 

The records of this town show only three law- 
suits in which the coTporation has been engaged in the 
course of 200 years, and two of these were decided in 
favour of the Burgh. Although this may certain- 
ly be considered as tolerable luck in the lottery of 
law, yet an opinion is current among the inhabi- 
tants, that two other centuries may pass away ere 
the court of Session be again fenced, or the notable 
sinecure of the signet be again put in operation 
at the expense of the town of Hawick. An opinion 
is now becoming more and more prevalent, and 
taking a firm hold of the common sense of the 
community in every direction, that the unmeaning 
forms, iniquitous delays, and merciless expense <rf* 
our courts of law are on the eve of reforming them- 
selves^ as evils occasionally work out their own cure. 
In the course of a few short years^ say some of ouc 
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more sanguine augurers, the ^screpancies between 
law, and common senses at present so wmero^s. amli 
palpable, shall have disappeared, and, ii^ their train^ 
shall have followed to the '^ family, vault of all th($ 
Capulets,'" those me^iprials.of th|e wisdoni of our an7 
cestors> the Keeper of the Great Seal of Scotland| 
the Keeper, of ^he Privy Seal,, and the. Keeper of 
the Signet, the X^rd. Justice General,, ^nd thq 
Lord Clerk Register, and the Lord High Constabie^ 
and the Lord Lyon Rampant^ and — the Lord jknows 
what !-r-having all been disoViied as appendages of 
honour to the Soyereigii pf such an. empire, and, 
such a people ; and disposed of as the useless rem- 
nants of the frivolous pomp and ignorance that gftve 
ihem birth. > 
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CHAPTER III. 



Thk honour of the magistracy of Hawick, till witb«- 
in the last thirty years, was often placed in perilou* 
circinustanceS) inasmuch, as the Bailies generally 
kept public houses, sdling ale and whisky, and good 
cheer in sundries, by retail, so that the fountain of 
justice Was frequently in danger of being contaminated 
by the libations of Bacchus flowing so freely in the 
vicinity. It is uitderstood, however, that the magi- 
strates of that day were, in general, equal to the 
duties which they had to perform, though they might 
occasionally have to come in contact with ^pirituat 
temptations ; for the stream of righteous judgment 
flowed as pure and copiously among our fore-fathers, 
as it does among their descendants. 

About fifty years ago, there were frequent and 
keen contests for the office of Magistrate of this 
place ; but whether for the dignity or the emolu- 
ments that were to result from obtaining the situa- 
ation has not been ascertained. One fact arising 
out of such a state of things is admitted by all the 
old people here, that when the offices of bailie and 
landlord were united in one individual, lawsuits 
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were of rare occurrence ; the magistrates and in- 
habitants at that period having had a different 
mode of settling matters of dispute. When • the 
subject at issue could not be settled amicably by any 
two contending parties, they repaired to one of 
the Bailies, and stated to him the particulars of their 
disagreement. He heard them with the suavity of 
a neighbour, and the patience of a judge. So soon 
as all the circumstances were detailed to him, he 
would familiarly observe, ** The best o^ fouk will; 
hae bits o^ differences at times, sirs, we\e sae easily 
led aglee wban self's concerned; an** d'ye ken we're a' 
alike in thae things, and what's curious, we never 
think we're wrang, till some real friend lets us see our 
twxQt^ But I've seldom seen twae decent fouk diffei; 
fer, an' my advice t'ye is, take a bottle o' yill anj 
'gree ; ai>d as a Bailie o' this guid town and Brughj^ 
ye'se hae my countenance and help." . This pater-? 
tksl mode of admonition almost always succeeded, 
partly through the conciliating reasomng of the may 
gistrate, and partly through the softening and puis* 
sant influence of John Barleycorn. The Bailie 
used to clinch his advice, and seal his labours in this 
department of duty, by observing, that ** naebody 
wad think o' ganging to law, but the riff raff o^ 
the town, or fouk beside theirsel' ; forour Town Clerlf 
tells me, that where ae decent or sensible man crosr 
ses the threshold o' his office to gang to law, there's 
fifty knaves, and nine-and-forty fools — and whae wad 
like to bide sic a slur as this .^" Were the Town 
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Clerks, and Sheriff Clerks, and Clerks of Session, at 
the present day, to give us a peep into similiar par- 
ticulars, an estimate might be formed of the quan- 
tity of folly and knavery that had approached . the 
courts of justice in the country at two distinct periods 
of history, taking the proportions given by the Town 
Clerk of Hawick, fifty years ago, to have been gene- 
rally correct. Perhaps a clew would thus be afforded 
for ascertaining whether the wisdom and morals of 
the people were retrograding or making progress. 

The inhabitants of this town, although not re^ 
markable for any superior qualities of a fashionable 
sort, have for generations been possessed of a virtue 
that ought to be noticed, namely, a respect for, and 
deference to the magistracy of the place. The 
bailies of Hawick being elected annually, and by a 
poll of the burgesses, individuals are thus not urn- 
frequently raised to the magisterial office, who never 
perhaps once conceived that such a change of situation 
awaited them. Yet it so happens, that when the magi- 
strates are chosen, no matter whether they be mer- 
chants or mechanics, bankers or bakers, wealthy or 
moderately so, they are no sooner clothed with au- 
thority, than the people look up to them as the con- 
servators of the peace, the depositories of their rights, 
and as the rewarders and punishers of good and evil. 
This is rather a favourable result of popular election, 
and which is observed to be gaining ground here with 
the intelligence of the people. The member for Corfe 
Castle, and a certain military Duke, might do worse 
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than attend to wholesome systems like these, when 
alarmed by the prevalence of newspapers, or th!e 
farce of a c&unty meetinff. 

Peiiiaps there are few places where fashionable 
▼anity, artiiical consequence, or empty assumption, 
is in lower estimation than in the town of Hawick. 
In certain districts it is not uncommon to estimate 
the value and respectability of a man in a great 
measure by the occupation be follows. It is more re- 
spectable, say some sapient gentlemen, to be a half- 
employed shopkeeper, than a busy tradesnuin; to 
deal in soap and whisky, than in shoes or butcher- 
meat; to sell silk and prunello, than loaves or gin- 
gerbread ; to drive a quill, than to drive a. shuttle ; 
and that a gentleman who brings sheep, and grain* 
«nd turnips, and potatoes to market, is superior iti 
the scale of life, forsooth, to him who buys, and 
^ho with superior ingenuity, perhaps, manufactures 
the natural produce of the soil into those necessaries 
which confer comfort upon man. Prejudices of this 
sort may exist in countries where the importance •f 
trade is unknown ; but that ideas of such a pigmy 
kind should be generated in the meridian of Great 
Britain is not so easily accounted for. 
< There is a familiarity of manners, and an equality 
of intercourse among the inhabitants of this border 
burgh, antipodal to such erroneous distinctions n 
sociiBty. During the captivity of a party of French 
Officers in Hawick, twelve years antecedent to die 
^-esent date, the levelness of rank, and the pro^ 
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' mtscttoiis asaaeiatieiis of the people, foreibly struck 
those paroled foreigners. One gentleman, a captain 
of infantry in the legions of Napoleon, was conversing 
with a trader in a cold winter day : " The weather,** 
«aid the Scotsman, *' must he very uncomfortable to 
you who have been accustomed to a more genial cli- 
mate.'*^ " It is de Devil's weader,** said the French- 
man, ^^ but you have de heaven contre for all dat— ^ 
ycfU have de cold, de snow, de frozen water, and db 
aober dress ; but you have de grand constitution, and 
de manners and equality, dat we did fight for so long: 
I see in your street de priest and de shoemaker, de 
banker amd de bak^, de merchant and de hosier, all 
meet togeder, be companions and be happy — Dis is 
-de equality dat de French fight for, and never get- 
not de d— d ting de English newspaper say we want. 
Ah ! Scotland be de fine cantre, and de people be de 
wise good men.'" " England, after all," rejoined the 
Scotsman, *' is certainly one of the best countries 
«nder heaven,'' " England be de d — n ! ' exclaimed 
the fiery Gaul: ** de English tell me at Wincanton 
dat de Scots be a nation of naked sauvages — It was 
a lie— ^e English be de sauvages, and de Scots be 
de civilised people.'" " Is it possible ?" asked the 
citizen. " It be possible and true," said the era- 
passioned prisoner : *^ de high Englishman be rich 
and good; de low Englishman be de brute. In 
Scotland (the captain had only been in Hawick) dfe 
people be all de same. De common man be wise 
and good, like de magistrate and do commissaire-— 



d by Google 



^ ^ BI«TOEir OF «AWfCK. 

^O Scotland be a fine joonene r Tbis was a tribute ^f 
r«dioiration offered to one p^t of th6 empire at tbe 
eacpense of another, and how fair the Fren^xnan was 
correct rests only upon matter of opinion. 

A commercial traveller, who had transacted business 
in this town for a number of years, having had a 
Jpaxty of traders with him one evening, tbe convexsa- 
liouj relating to various subjects, was carried on with 
great freedom* In proportion as the inspiring liquor 
icyperated, the conversation at last became so localised 
.in its particulars, that the trade, manners, and cba- 
Tacter of the people of Hawick were alone its theme. 
The traveller then observed, ^' I have had occasion, 
gentlemen, in the course of my businiess, to visit m»- 
jpy towns, and tomiqgle in various classes of 'spclety^ 
and will say frankly, I am seldom so happy as when 
in this place. I have set you down, indeed, among 
jny travelling.memoranda, as a * peculiar people.** As 
.a community, my opinion is, your virtues. are nume- 
irous...one of them I mui^t xnention, \and it is tbiji, 
the freedom and gpod humour with rwbicb, in your 
social parties, you rub off the obtruding coiners of 
your manners 9nd habits. Haviiig said this, you 
.will allow me to add, that yoii are rather too well 
aware, and a Kttle .too v^iin of the qualifications you 
jKxssess. The town is well known fost its industry 
and success in trade^ as well as for having, on several 
occasions, given ample evidence of the liberal and in- 
dependent vie^s which infiucnce you as a pioblic bo- 
jdy ; but you fn^M general so offensively sensible fif 
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ybur superioriiy iir these respectsr— (the s]pea]teT was 
getting warm)^— as almost to neutralize the merit that' 

is attafched to Such positive exceHencies:" These. 

honest observattbns operated like a eharm on the re- 
flecting pa^t 6f the compan^, ini silence ffiUbwetk 
The judge, however, did liot pray fer a verdict, the 
contrition* of the parties* being so pVorapt and iih-* 
cere*. "" 

The social equality observable in this place, with 
its concomitant plainness (perhaps roughness) of 
manners, may be traced to different causes. The 
comparatively popular constitution of the burgh must 
have a considerable effect on the manners of the inha- 
bitants. It is by no means an ordinary circumstance 
in this country, that the magistrates of a burgh are 
elected annually by a poll of the burgesses ; that eve- 
ry householder is eligible to the burgess-roll by the 
payment of a moderate fee at entry ; and that stran- 
gers can enter the town at any time, and commence 
business, without interruption, upon paying ten per 
cent, interest upon the trifling entry-money at be- 
coming burgess. One half of the town council, too, 
are returned yearly by the seven incorporated trades, 
without the interference of any other authority. All 
the situations of honour or trust in the burgh are 
thus open to every citizen, and, in fact, may pass re- 
gularly over him. The trading character of the 
town has also a tendency to promote the evenness of 
station, alluded to, among the people : for, with the 
exception of the clergymen of the place, together 
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with a few militarj officers^ there is not an individual 
but who toils 

** From morn to noon^ from noon to dewy eve,'' 
in his ware-room^ his shop, or his counting-house. 
These circumstances, blended with a remnant of 
Iforier gras^i^eti^ may probably account for a flight 
singularity of manners^ that i& said to be a prominent 
feature in the character of the inhabitants of Hawick*. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Tiii^ ifian^iKs' 6t- tire IsirJttd pfOpefty or nre^ to#ft of 
HawiA tLTt di'stmetfy pointed on t every year, tn the 
iBOnfh of Juiie, by the magistrates, followed by A 
minierous body of the inhabFtants r:n borsebacir, 
which processioD/concluded by a civic fcbtival, is cal* 
fed the Commonridmg'. In the centre of the esval- 
dade, is a young man, a burgess, or the soir of & 
btttgess, who is appointed by the town-council, and 
denommated the Cornet ; the Town Standard, on 
whiek is inscribed the year 161 4, Being carried by 
hiili ahrhg the marches of the common, and round 
the bwgb-roodi^ of thi^ town. The Bttrgh Phig 
it the representative of an ancient relict, said to- have 
been tolei» froiii a marauding party of die English 
\ff the inhabitants of Hawick, the yeftr &H©¥dng the 
!bttfe rf Flodden : but more of thife by and by^. 
The Magistrates and their retinue leave the town eli 
the morning of the commonriding at ten o^clbch, ahd 
proceed to^ the Muir where tents and kraims are 
erected for the comfort of the corporation, as welJ as 
&r fhe acoommodation of an immense number of 
horsemen, and pedestrian spectators. Of late, the 
d3 
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assemblage of people upon this occasion has hten 
very numerous ; principally, no doubt, on account of 
the excellent races which for these several years 
past have taken place upon the common; several 
fine horses having come from a considerable distance ; 
their owners being tempted, of course^ by the first 
prize, which is now always a respectable sum. The 
races continue for two da} s. The course is nearly levels 
^nd has of late been much improved r twice round iff a 
heat of 3f miles. The second day'*s races take place 
on the Common-Haugh, a beautiful field, on the 
banks of the Teviot, and in the immediate vicinity 
of the town. 

The procession at the commonriding, in former 
times, was of a warlike description; the horsemen^ 
with the Town Clerk at their head, being armed 
fWith swords and pistols, and the pedestrians with 
clubs. This annual array of force, was to repel the 
inroads of the neighbouring lairds and farmers, who 
-w^re in the habit, by, stealth, of grazing on the burgh 
lands ; a species of plunder, it appears, that in process 
^of time, according to the decree of my Lord Advocate 
Montgomery, confers a right of property. In those 
times every burgess was summoned personally to at- 
.tend the magistrates on the Muir, at twelve oVlock 
Yiopn, on the day of the commonriding, to protect 
the rights and property of the Burgh a^ain^aU 
deadly, under the penalty of ten pounds Scots. The 
practice of calling over the Burgess !HoU on the 
Muir is still kept up, although the Cue u|x>ix abtcni- 
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lees has oeased to be levi^d. The town^s lands he^ 
pxg now all enclosed, the magistrates have little ese 
to do. than to witness the races. These being over, 
,the cavalcade returns to the town, led by the Town 
Clerks in regular order, three a-breast,and with a band 
of musK;, to march the burgh-roods. « When thia 
^uty has been performed, theparty adjourn to the Town 
Hall to dipner. In the afternoon the races com- 
mence on the Common-Haugh, to which I have Ijefore 
fjluded. On this occasion are assembled, perhaps, 
five-sixths of the inhabitants for several miles 
around male and fenude perambulating the green, 
" all with their Sunday new suits on,"" while the 
lively walk, the beauteous ibnp, and smiling counte- 
nances of the promenading fair ones are. sufficiept to 
communicate felicity to the frozen bosom of a Stoicw 
There is a song * which excites considerable interest 
at the Commonriding, and is sung in full chorus by 
the company at three particular periods of the. festival. 
It narrates a few facts connected wUh ,the history of 
{he towp, and. celebrates the munificence of J)ruau 
lanrig, for his princely gift of land to the burgh, 
while it laments with indignation the ill-advised ra« 
pacity of his decendant, for wresting from an indua- 
trious community property that had been so. liberally 
^onfeixed on them by a legal deed. 
, Witbin the last hundred years, when, the .niagi-^ 
strates and their retinue werie marching t^he burgh- 

• See 'Appendiic. 
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vsofls on the Cotnmoh-Hsttg^^ » soniewliftt lutdicmit 
apecuole teok p)«oe yearly : JdfiMs liattgknds oiT 
LangkndB^ Baron of th« Bsrony ol Wilif«ft^ wa« «^ 
ibail penod propirieter at thecofmmiXL at lld»ghl^u|rii'^ 
iihidb miD, together tt^hb th«i iieigbo«rii>g fiid(b atni 
trofts of Skigrra BaTra, are still Ii«Id bf tbe* €enum 
«f &ttdal vassalage, pnder Mr. Attdersot^ of Wijl^ea 
Lodge;, now Idird of Langlafi(fe. Tke mill^Iead or 
dam^ Irom its source to tile itiill, is om the ^bpei^^p 
ef the town of Hawick , and a fcr&t of posse^ea i» 
faken of this dam every year at the oommoBFtding^ 
hy the matdiers castings stones and ^Hfth* into it$ 
and the outer etid of the axle i^the water-wheel of the 
mill,^ was admitted by the proprietor to rest on the 
burgh-lands. As the TMagistrates- entered the town 
sDa returning from the Muir, ihe laird of Langlands 
lit off from his mansion-house, (now Wihon Lodged 
JKttonded by a eonsiderahlemKnber of his vasscils and 
servants. He mounted, on these occasions, a stfODg 
Uaek stalliea, which traditbn says had borne bia 
ndsr on thia doty for a quarter of a^ century. The^ 
9aron^s bead was armed with a ste^l oap, festooned 
wbh purple, ricUy spangled with silver, and shaped 
in. exact similitude to>Miat depicted on the knave of 
spades;. Us boats were faa|f i^iay-iup his thighs ao*' 
cording to the fashion of the day, and on them wersf 
fiqpedk a pair, of maasy gold ^purs, in -the figure of the 
holy .csosaf he carried a trusty Ifighknd claymore, 
that had done its duty on the Coyenantexa at Killi- 
Ci^anky ; and over his |[body huyg a loose crimsoa 
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eLo&lil the' stuffof which' had literally been woTeh al 
Damascus, whose ample folds not only covered thu ' 
Baron, but nearly Nimr od also, the favourite hoise he 
bestrode. Thus accoutred did the Ldrd\of the 
Manpf of Wilton leave the mansion of his f^the^ to 
meet the Magistr^ites of H^wiek,^ and to defend hia 
property On the commoH riding day. The water being 
^t off the mill, the baron dismounted Niinrod, and 
took his place upon the water-wheel a^ride <m its- 
axle, with a darkr-green and variojifdLy enabi^oidered: 
c^ishion beneadi him, in all the poto^ity of aft 
Oriental bashaw. As; the cavalpade of the burgh a]^! 
preached, led by the town-clei^y who, on this ini*^ 
portant day, also brandished his broad-swOrd, the 
baion raised his plume AAd assumed the. attitude of 
4efence# The hefxi of the processioa having nearly 
^pj^oximated the position of the banm^ the town: 
c^erk d;isnioUtited, and the cornet came up to htm; 
The standtirdwas then directed to be placed oa the 
building whibh supported the out^r extremity of the. 
mill- axle, and which was the boundary of the burgh 
property* . When. the colour was unfurled on thia* 
particidar Spot, the citizens gave three ch^rs, which 
were inangiiediately returned by the followers of the* 
Ijaron, apd continued by both p^l-ties for somt 
ininutes. During the chfeeriug^ the towi^ qlerk, and 
biaron (who now rose upon his feet) poised their wea* 
pons in a warlike manner* thfi one to defend th^ 
property and spotless standard of the town, the other 
to defied his baronial tights Itnd inberitancef ia^oaia^ 
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the bttigh flag sb^urU be flaeti bejrend the. propter 
Ike ^ march*. When the oheeriftg had ceased^ tW 
cferemony ended^ and the tewn clerk and comet *•-- 
sAMried thek* places in the pvecesrioil) while the 1^« 
6F the manor of Wilton remounted Nitnro^^ f6 re«- 
Mim with hi€f retinue to* Langlatidfif. 
. Am adventure of no ordmarf deeeriptibif k j^ted; 
^etie of the anee»tor8 of this feudal chitt£ In th^^ 
dark* ages, ere* John Knooc had prowniAgated hitf difi^ 
tntiea of reform, which overthrew tl^powelr and^ 
xaammery of the Bonfiati priesAood itt Scotland^ Ae- 
laird ^ the barofty of Wiltoff went do kggdrhcMia- 
wil& mother ebai^bw 

The baroiiV fende paid tidke to «h& Abbaef ttf 
Sf ebose. An account of this hind had beea doe by- 
hii h«aoifr fof semfe time, which he refused to pay; ev^ 
the plea of an overcharge; and atil^gth a movk mw* 
deapatehed bciik Melrose to warl upon bhfifr, and i»^ 
get matters settled witbo«rt farther delay. The eferi* 
eal messenger, on the morniwg after he hadf reached' 
Hawick, waa taking a walk previous^ to calling' at the^ 
xtansion-house; aini, abetrt a mileffrom^ the teWtv^. 
tfear Heap, met the refractory debtor of the cbun^^i 
The baron was ' not unknown Uy the priest, and tho' 
littter ^* dofifed hia cowl.^ Uaaccustomed to meet m* 
clergyman at so early an hour, Langlands • halted,- 
and OB' the common frivolities at meeting being oC^ 
fbred and received, he seemed disposed to tatk. Thai 
ifeftmk took this opportunity of making him acquaitie-x 
ed with the olgect of hia mlanon. The baren knit* . 
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IiU brows, and lookied dowxr, while the chuvchmaa, 
having committed kiioselif) proceeded* Though the 
passions 4if the baron were gathering into wrath, yet 
he was aUe to suppitess ^hem for a time, and the 
priest went on; His bonour had been repeatedly 
danaed for this arrear of tithes, part cf which he coi^ 
o^ved to be a viUanous charge ; and, at length, in .a 
stem tone, stopped the monk by exclaiming, '^ Who 
m what* are you, sir ?^ ^^' The clergyman assumed his 
'C^gnity in twn, and replied, "I am a son >o( the 
idiuiGli^ commissioned to demand a debt due to her 
by the baron of Wilton**^ — *^ Yi>u may be the son pf 
peJrdition fof atfy thing I ]cnow,^ rejoined the angry 
baron, and walked away. Things having come to 
thi9 crisis, the despe^dant of Melcbieedek was not to 
he ^ easily defeated; he dogged Langlands for a 
Iw yards, and reiterat^ his claim. The chieftain 
Immed round and touched the hilt of his sword. The 
representative of the successor of St. Peter was not to 
he kitimidated ; for deeming his personal safety $f- 
eiire hi the s^bcredness of his office, be Qic^tered a 
goodly share of courage, and placing himself on the 
baron'^s front, said, ^^ I am the Abbot of Melrose 
himseif, know your honour, come to claim my own ; 
and, in name of the church, I must inform you, 
thftt it will be well for the barony of Wilton, if the 
tiihea doe on the estate are paid to me before I leave 
Hawidc.^ tlis feudal lordship who perhaps had never 
been so bearded in his life — ^in a momentary pa- 
roxysm of rage, drew his heavy two-handed sword 
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from its scabbard, and jaid tbe unfortunate abbot »t 
his feet, *^ shorter by the head." 

Langlands walked moodily homewardft ; and, be- 
fore he entered the gate- way of his castle, he had 
become sensible of the perilous plight in which his 
rash action had placed him. He had " done the deed,*** 
however, and how was the fatal error of a frantic mo- 
ment to be retrieved ? 

After having attempted to take breakfast, b^ 
dressed himself in 'courtly stile, mounted the best 
horse in his stables, and set off post for Edinburgh, 
to sue for meircy from hlfe King. 

The news of the death of their chief sooti reached 
the inmates of Melrose Abbey, and the religious co- 
terie made the arches of that Gothic fobric ring 
during thirty days with ho^li^g and lamentation.— 
The baron was subsequently denounced from every 
pulpit throughout the landj and the vengeance of •the 
church was accumulating to effect ihe destruction of 
the murderer. In the mean time, a monument, in the 
form q£ a cross, * was erected where the abbot fell. 



. * Tradition has preserved the foUowings lines which art 

said to haFe been inscribed on the Cross at Heap : 

•. ■ . / ' 

•VThis is the place ^here Langlands slew 

The holy priest of Meh-qse; . . ' . 

A nd Langlands shall be of that ilk nae mair 

When time has levelled this cross." . ' 

The Cross is thrown down, and Langlsnds of Langlands is a 
name now extinct. 
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that in later times wag knewn by the name rf " dw 
Heap Cross,^ the remains of which have been seeji 
by a number of the people of Hawick who are still 
living. 

While the priesthood were preparing to launch 
their fiery anathemas against Langlands, he was 
busied in intercessions at court for means to ward off 
his impending fate.- Douglas of Drumlanrig and 
Hawick was at that period a favourite with th^ king, 
as well as on friendly terms with his neighbour baron. 
The lattei had communicated to his friend the insult 
he had offered to the church, at the same time coi^ 
cealing the death of the abbot, but urging him to use 
his influence with the king to procure a pardon with- 
oot delay ; seeing, that when the power of the church 
was to be combated, perhaps the sovereign might he- 
sitate to interpose his authority. Prumlanrig .ac- 
cordingly soon procured an audience Qf the monarch* 
His majesty was in high humour. and spirits whea 
he received the two TeviotdaW barons at Holyrood; 
And Drumlanrig proceeded to business. *^' Please 
your majesty, this is James Langlands of that ilk, 
sxui baron of the barony of Wilton, than whom your 
majesty has not a more faithful and loyal subject.^-r 
He has had a quarrel with the church, and has some 
reason to guard himsdf against its consequences, and 
therefore prays most humbly, that your majesty wiH 
afford him protection, • seeing that his enemies are 
botb.numerous and strong.**^- The king having heard 
of the transaction, in a former conference with! Dou* 
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glas, shook his head and smiled.—'* So yon liioclccd 
off the bonnet of a dignitary of the church with your 
sword, Langlands?'' " I did in an uiducky, mo- 
ment, please your majesty." ** And you have there- 
by stirred tip the evil spirit and power of the priest- 
hood?" ** It is even so, my liege." " What had 
the abbot done to provoke you ?^ ** He was inso- 
lent and unreasonable in demanding payment of 
tithes, my sovereign." ** And for the indignity ot 
fered to the clerical order you crave my protection 
from their wrath?" " Most humbly, please your 
majeray." ** I grant ir freely," said the king ; ** and 
my friend Drumlanrig will see that the pardon is 
drawn out in proper form ; as your opponents are 
both wily and powerful." So far all was well, and 
Drumlanrig and his friend took their leave df 
his majesty, and proceeded to the office of the 
secretary of state, where they found the mitfi- 
ster at his desk. Drumlanrig, after having com- 
municated to the secretary the purport of his vi- 
sit, and the king^s commands thereon, retired.—^ 
Langlands and the minister being left alone, the lat^ 
tet commenced writing out the pardon; and as ht 
-approached that clause in the document where th^ 
:priest^s bonnet had to be introduced, the Baron slip- 
ped a purse of gold upon the table. The pen of the 
friactionary halted for a few seconds, his eyes being 
d^wn as by a magnet to the shining tempters that 
feepM through the meshes of the netted silk, and 
good-humouredly asked the meaning of appearanoesi 
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** You will oblige me much^^ said Longlands, '^ and 
probably save an ancient family from rttin» if you 
will put the monk''s head into the bonnet^. The si- 
lent eloquence of the douceur on the table oould not 
be resisted, and the happy chief returned tp his friend 
with the pardon in hi6 pocket. . . 

; The Baron having procured the sign-mamal of 
his Majesty to the instrument, in due form, now en« 
f|uired at Lan^ands, why he had evinced so much 
anxiety (hi a subject apparently deserving of so little. 
*Mn gude sooth, Drumlanrig, I must now tell ye^ 
that in striking off the priest'^s bonnet his head went 
#ith it.^ DrumliEinrig was astonished, yet felt gn^ 
tified in having relieved his companion from such a 
scrape; and Langlands returned home rejoicing in his 
success. 

• The King had' a party in the evening at Holy- 
ilxid,' and Langlands'^s errand at court was whispered 
rdund the table ; but his majesty had not yet been< 
informed of the real state of the case. Oh his de« 
manding a toast from Drumlanrig, however, the df « 
nauemcfit followed. ".May your majesty^s ene- 
mies,^ said the baron^ " all lose their bonnets like 
the priest of Melrose.*** ^' And what great harm 
would that do them ?^ asked the King. " Please 
your majesty, when Langlands struck off the bon?^ 
tfet of the priest, the poor man'^s head was in it.^ 
' The pardon which the o&nder had obtained on 
iftvis occasion was equally calculated to alarm and ir.« 
4tate thepriesthood, and.4though the monarch en^ 
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joyed the joke alongst with his courtieirs^ and felt na 
way disposed to resent the trick that had been played 
upon him, yet he soon began to diseever that by par-* 
doning an aet of such hostility to a powerful body, he 
had placed himself rather in awkward circumstances ; 
but, fortunately for the credit of the government, an 
uicideiH came to the recollection of the King that 
seemed well suited for laying the ground- work of & 
propitiatory ofi^ring to the dangerous grumbling of. 
the clergy. The archbishop of St. Andcews had for 
some time past pressed his majesty repeatedly for hxr 
additional grant to the churchy though without eC- 
feet, it now occurred to the {[ing that the reque^ of 
his Grace might be acceded to, on condition that the^ 
ecclesiastical murmuring raised throughout the king^ 
dom on account of the abbot'*s death should be si- 
lenced. The terms of reconciliation being propound- 
ed to the archbishop by royal authority^ through ther 
medium of Drumlanrig, &n agreement was immedi- 
ately made; and a national thanksgiving to God for 
a munificent sovereign^ took place of seditious wail- 
ing for the murdered monk.. 



• The late Dr. Robert Langlands^ physician to the; 
ftmily of Argyll, was the last male descendant of the 
ancient barons of Wilton. An anecdote concerning 
the doctor, and connected with the town, may not 
improperly, perhaps, have a place here. When the 
turnpike road was first projected betwixt Hawick and 
Langholm, sixty years ago, the do&tor, at a meeting 
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#f the trustees^ propoted, that m place of tbe old Hon 
«f voad being continued, which ascended and de*- 
4emdci a steep hill close to the town, tbe new road 
ib^nld run along the bank of the Teriot, and enter 
Ae toitn at the Sandbed, being the escaet line en 
.which tbe present highway has recently been made, 
and which baa not eoly lightened tbe bnrdeo of car^ 
tiage) but rendered tbe approach to Hawick from 
the jBouth extremely beautiful. The doctor appeavt 
to have been a mannot only of snperior intellect aad 
taste, but also a wag On •seeing that his views re* 
Bpeoting the new road were opposed by the eommis- 
Jbioner of the Duke of Buocleuch, and, of course, the 
greater proportion of the inferior lairds, these worthies 
•preferring the old mode of travelling, . up hill and 
down again, to any favourite innovation of his, which 
he had little hope of being able to carry into effect, 
f revious to tbe meeting of trustees at which the road* 
.question was to be discussed, the doctor had a party 
at the inn, and among the rest a young foxhunter of 
4he district, in the Buccleuch interest, just fresh 
from a trip to London, and dressed in the genuine 
'ion km of that day at St. JamesY The young 
.''squire took his wine freely, flattered, no doubt, by 
Ae attention paid to him on all quarters through the 
well-bred civilities of the doctor. The inner cavities 
sf the tabernacle of this dashing raacanm, were not 
to much- in sympathy with the farmgn liquor as with 
;ifae milk jof his. mothet's dairy. His phybiognomy 
kegati to evince that the claret had met with inteiu 
B 3 
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isption in tiie region of his stomadi^ or in its pw- 
4Rge through some of the nether canals^ where it 
•Should have passed in peace.* The London buck 
either did not well understand the movements that 
were going on within him, or he had resolved not to 
mind them. The beverage he had swallowed, ankl 
which ceased not to annoy him, continued to receive 
firesh reinforcements. The internal strife was fiist 
iqsproaching to a erisis — ^the eye-baHs of^ its victim 
were soon fixed in his head,, like those of Belzoni^'s 
fluitnmy, void of motion or vision.- At length ottr 
^erO' and his chair separated, and he lay stretched aw 
the carpet. The horizontal position which Fate had 
now awarded the young ^squire,, soon brought the 
caaUst to a dose; The juice of the grape* Strugs 
^led &r. a few seconds, till the physical eaergiea of 
a somid and uncontaminated frame expelled the un- 
welcome stranger from the oorpua ef the fallen fox. 
bmnter, by every avenuey to the irreparable soiling oT 
a costly Vest, the exact pattern of one worn by. big 
Majesty, and which should have graced a ball on the 
•following evening. 

In a few days s&er this adventure, the meeting' of 
trustees took place to resolve on the new line of road', 
and the father of the young ^squire was present; 
vThe business was opened by the chamberlain of Bucs- 
cieudi, who said, that after considering the subject 
iwith as much attention as he could bestow upon any 
thing, he thought the old line of road the best, as 
^travellers would continue to see the Moat and the 
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•U West Port in passing througB the town. *^ Be^ 
jgides,^^ argued this type of wisdom, '^ should the line 
•proposed by Dr, Langlands be adopted, it would 
Jbring the road m at the bvoad^side of the town, in 
plaee of entering it at the west end, as it now doea^ 
JNeither ought it to he foigecten,^ continued this gif^ 
«d factor, ^^ that the read wiU be shorter in going over 
ibe hill than in raaning along its bottom; And it 
must be better for the horses too, for although thejr 
may lose their wind in climbing the brae, they will 
recover both wind and strength in going down again. 
Upon the whcde, therefere,^^ said this politic gentle^* 
man, *^ I 8ee.no reason to alter the old fine of vead, 
unless it be to take it nearer to Langlandf.^ The 
msjority. of the meeting nodded ass^t to his oratiom 
It is not necessary that a ducal -eommiissioner should 
invariably possess wisdom; seeing, that -in the esti- 
mation of a number of men, he can avail^ iHiBself of 
argumeifts of a mote powerful kind than those which 
are usually drawn from the repositories ofhffc 
-^ Doctor Langlands had wp hope of being ahle^to 
persuade the meeting that the Duhe'^s factor spake 
nonsense, but ho conceived it a duty that he ' owed 
•the country to make another eSon for the attainment 
ofim object of seme importance, and in which he 
was confident posterity would go aloi^ ^ith him -— 
The Doctor observed, that Mr. S— *had scaroely 
argued the question fairly ; Bsii the insinuation with 
which he emicluded was so unlike - the reasoning of a 
. ^ntkman, that no reply could be made to it<- -He 
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then proposed in form, that the new f dad should 
strike off the old line at Goldxelands, passing beti^ixt 
MiurtinSrhouse and the water, along .Crumhaughbrae^ 
foot, down the bottom of the .Pipehillhengh Bank, 
and through th^ Gardener^sHaughs int^ the- Town, 
Sir Gilbert Kliott of Stobs Seconded, the proposal^ 
which was also supported by the laiid of SintoDk 
•The Doctor, though then a young nian, appears^to 
have possessed both patience und spirit. He told 
the meeting that Nature had pointed out the line of 
read which he and his firiends advocated^ and it was 
rather singular how Mr. S — '^^ should have travelled 
90 often between Branxholm and Hawick, without 
liaving discovered the evident disadvantages which the 
fii road possessed as a carriage way* The new line, 
jmd the Doctor, will certainly leave the Moat^, th<s 
.West-Fort^ .and the top o^ the hiU at a considerable 
(distance, \f hich would be unfortunate did these obe 
jiBCts possess, any attractions to a traveller : but ao- 
cording to the commissioner, (continu^ the speak^r)^ 
|ip bill and down hill will improve the wind of the 
JiOrses. This may be logic of a certain description, 
j^thpugh it appears }inintelligible. Perhaps were 
4he gentleman who. used the argumept to try the es^ 
l^erikn^t, by. walking from Borthaugh to Wiltoxir 
^m Over the hill, in place of taking the road by 
.^OTthaugh-hasSy he-. wo|ild probably come to a vei^ 
4i&iei]it conclusion ; mi if Borthaugh-hiU did noft 
jinsproye Mr* S- — ^^s wirid, neither would the Windy 
AtiK9 JA%( Hawick L0911 improve: the respiration 1^ 
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his horses, particularly when heavy loadetr. €r€ntl&- 
men, (said Doctor Langlanda in rather an elevateii 
tone), although I do not expect my proposition will 
be -adopted by the meeting, I believe posterity will • 
perform at no distant period, what my friends and I 
have recommended: and I can see so far inca 
Aiturity, as to venture to say, that the people of. 
Hawick will, efe long, laugh at the resolution of this.' 
meeting, and pity the quantity of taste and intdlect. 
fliat guided our deliberations. Sir Gilbert Eliott now- 
nose, and requested the Doctor and the laird of Sin* 
ton to follow him ; and the baronet observed, <» 
leaving the room, that they had got amongst a psr« 
eel of fools and old women. » 
\ These gentlemen having left the meeting, the 

laird of , the father of the London spark with whoiA 

Bacchus the other day had been so familiar, addressed 
the meeting to the following effect : " Gentlemen^ 
I canna understand what Sir Gilbert and Sinton sees, 
about Doctor Langlands. The Doctor'^s aye caM a 
fine man, nae doubt, and visits gentle and sempl* 
loo, and the grit fouk courts his company; but I 
dinna like him. His schemes are aye a"* di&rent 
fiae other fouks, and if this b& a sign either o^ wis- 
dom or gude neighbourhood, I ken; naething aboul 
thae things. Stobs tellM me yesterday, when .h% 
asked me to vote for the Doctor^s project, and whan 
I revised, that the road would be taken doon Teiol*- 
side when we were a dead and d d. The 
Baronet stramped wi* his fit too> whan he spake. 
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iyje ken, gexitlemeii, I was amaist swairft for fear, as 
Sir Gilbert's no to play wi\ An the laird of Sin tones' 
in the league too : the Doctor and him played my 

son a fine plisky last Fuirsday. Ye a' ken, sirs, • 

has been up at Lunnin a jaunt, and has brought 
down an unco sight o^ news ; and I fancy the Doctor 
i&id his cronies wanted to hear some o^ them; so'a* 
dinner was ordered at the Cross Keys by Langlan^^ 
a(tad his friends, arid my son^s invited, and what d^ytf^ 
think was the upshot; a squabble: na, na, nae^ 
thing o^ that kind, but they filled the young lad ai< 
f«w as Geordie^s sow; an what was worse, whan h^ wttt 
lying Ttfae fluir, puir fallow, the Doctor^s sang aii- 
Jock Whitson's fiddle war garrin a' the house ring.- 
By this time — • — had thrown up, an spoilt a fine new 
ifaistcoftt he had brought frae Lunnin wi^ him, that 
bad never been on his bac£ afore, the very kind and^ 
pattern of the King's, whan he saw his Majesty iii 
St. James's Park." The laird having finished^ At^ 
Duke's oommissioner proposed, that thd line of th#^ 
road should^ not be altered, which was carried nem. 
c&n. then turning to the laird, said, " T must maket 
this apology for the doctor, that he drinks like a ^ 
gentleman, and at the^ast wi' your son, he woidd* 
n&t n^iss his glass ; for as a companion at the bottle^ I 
iiever met wi' a better fallow." 
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CHAPTER V. 

Bepoub dismissing the account of the commonrid- 
ing, which has so long been an occasion of much in- 
terest to this town, it may be proper to mention^ 
that the inhabitants of Selkirk also display a flag at 
the riding of their common, and which is likewise 
zeputed to have been taken from the English ; while 
some affirm, that both standards were won on the 
field of Flodden. * Had these ensigns been trophies 
gained at Bannockbum, their origin would not hav« 
been so wonderful ; but when the disasters of Flodden 
are recalled to mind, such a traditionary story be- 
comes marked with absurdity. The people of 
Selkirk and Hawick, however, have claims of a dif- 
ferent description upon the field of Flodden, as, '^ if 
aneestry can be in aught believed,^ several hun- 
dreds of the inhabitants of these 'two places were 
** wede away^^ on that fatal day ; and although that 
engagement proved so ruinous to Scotland, so dis- 
graceful to its King and his courtier generals, yet H 



* See Appendix. 
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ifi believed, that the soldiers belonging to the towns 
of Hawick and Selkirk, who survived the battle, 
were fully entitled to exclaim like Francis of France 
at Pavia, *' all is lost but our honour." 

Another civic meeting, besides the commonriding, 
that is held yearly in the town, is at the election of 
the Magistrates, on the second Friday of October. 
On the Wednesday preceding the election, the coun- 
cil assembles jand makes out a leet of .six person^, 
from which the burgesses choose the two bailies; 
and every resident burgess, who is a householder, is 
eligible to the magistracy. The bailies and trades- 
counsellors cannot continue in office longer than two 
years in succession. The election commences at 
eleven o''clock, and usually terminates about three 
in the afternoon, when a dinner, is provided for the 
constituted authorities and such of the burgesses and 
inhabitants who may choose to attend. On this 
occasion, the evening is always spent with the festi- 
vity and ardour that are characteristic of biirgh feast*. 
From the turtle banquet, where bluff Sir William 
Curtis sits, to the corporation dinners of Lochmaben 
and Pittenweem, where routh of haggis, herring, and 
haddock, made |o swim in mount ain-dezc^ inspire to 
short-lived demonstrations of patriotism the scantily 
enfranchised Caledonian. 

The King'*s birthday is cele1)rated here, as in other 

burghs, with a good deal of spirit. Of late years 

•the -order that has been observed,, and the rational 

enjoyment experienced at this meeting in honour of 
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^Ite first rat^'»tr«te of the istate, is Iiighly creditaUt 
ito the place. 



On the birth-day of Burns, the poet, a select paN 
^y has for a number of years assembled in this town 
^io pay honour to the genius of that distinguished 
man. It may be mentioned here, that a gentleman, 
lately resideiH 4n thfe nfeighbourhood, has noticed in 
iSL recent publication, that suth a meeting is held an- 
nually in Hawick in honour «f our celebrated bard« 
This gentteman once had a card inviting him to the 
anniversary, which he attended, and seemed happy iti 
"having an opportunity of letting off a speech upoft the 
occasion, lengthy and laboured enough, in defence of 
'the poetry and learning of thelate Dr* Lcydea. The 
ioompany, somehow or other, had but a short visit of 
the doctor's eulogist, as the influence tof Morpheus 
icame upon him rather early in the evening, so thai 
.his exit took place before the enjoyment of the meet- 
ing had well begun* This scion of Parnassus, how^ 
•ever, (the individual in question Writes, poetry), has 
ventured to obtrude upon the public an account of 
this dinnei" party at once untrue and offensive, wherei- 
in he mentions circumstances that did not take plaoe^ 
points at individuals, of whom he knows little moro 
^an he does of -^thc late Hurrey Punt or the Cobbler 
:0f Messina, and hazards a few groundless obsQrva^ 
tions, all which he must have dreamed like JTalstai* 
c^hen under the. dominion of a cup of sack. . As 4 
Scotsman cannot mention the name of Bums withoot 
•Ikis mind being filled with interesting reminiscences 
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of his country and its native poet, a tribute, however 
feeble, must here be offered to the courage and genius 
of him who laid bare the hypocrisy of Holy Willie, 
and sung with inspiration of the patriotism of Wal- 
lace and Bruce. The poetry, and particularly th* 
«ongs, of a nation, it is believed, contribute more to- 
wards forming the manners and character of a people 
than any other cause. In the i>order district, about 
fifty years ago, scarcely a song or stanza was known, 
save some of the barbarous doggrel that recited the 
exploits of Rohin Hood, Dick o' the CoWy Belted 
Will Jlozoardy or Jack Rand, The songs and poetry 
of Ramsay, with some of the minor Scottish bards, 
upcre but scant of pith or pathos, end consequently 
slow and feeble in touching the sympathies of the 
Koul. Some of the choice pieces of Gray, Sheridan, 
^c. had strayed into our northern latitudes; which, ^ 
with a few others of Caledonian origin, had begun to 
shed their benign influence on the habits and feelings 
of the Borderers, when Bums arose among his coun- 
trymen, lilie the luminary of day, to cast into the 
shade every inferior light. The alternate force and 
tenderness of his inspired strains have contributed 
Jargiely to refine the feelings and improve the intet 
leetual character of the Scots. An admiration of 
the adventures of the freebooters of Sherwood Fo^ 
rest, Liddesdale, and Gilsland Wastes, soon gave 
wsay to a taste for the national exploits that were per- 
Ibrihed at Largs and Bannockburn. Ivamentations. 
foi the fiite of Gilnockie'^s chief, aiid a few of thosfe * 
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beroes wfiose exit at Tyburn occasionally produced- 
a mouToful ditty, were superseded by the moral phi- 
losophy of " Caesar and I^uath,'^ the chasteness aiul- 
feeling of " Wandering Willie"" or " Mary in He.i- 
▼en."" — The powerful genius of Bums operated on 
the latent sensibilities of his countrymen with some- 
thing like magical effect. Its influence in a short 
time pervaded the land like a new fashion, leaving* 
Valuable and lasting Impressions on the mind ; 
while the rude marauding ditties of feudal times dis- 
appeared, to be sung no more. A great living poet, 
in beautiful and fascinating lays, has attempted to- 
^vive the lifeless remains of feudal chivalry and 
tKmsense ; but, fortunately* at the present day, the 
dements out of which the phoenix should have arisen 
bad been too long inanimate. What a pity is it 
that the original and finely cultivated mind of the 
Baronet had not. been directed to more noble pur-r 
suits !-^It will puzzle, perhaps, all the casuists of 
the Modem AihenSy and Dr. Spurzheim to boot, ttf 
account for the powerfully superior mind of the 
Gr^at UnknoT0n clinging to such contemptible trifles, 
in order to form the ground-work of some of his most 
gifted performances. How the inspired pen that 
sketched the battle of Flodden, \yith such sublitoity 
luid force, coi|ld so far d^rade the dignity of its 
ftinctioRS 8.S to draw upon the forbearance of the age 
by labouring on absurd nonentities like Gilpin Hor- 
ner, and attempting to neutralise the powers of air 
nlmost viotehless &ncy^ by singing the exploits #f a 



d by Google 



88 HIBTOBY O^ UA^Mfm^. 

&w border ruffians, or bitching into vettte ihe vmik?: 
teresting gambols of a bevy of hypocritical inonks akiU 
ifuns i Such aberrations are a sj)ecies of^moral pbe-i. 
nomena, in the opinion of many, that may eml^ngee 
the immortality of the " Mighty Minstrel.'" That 
suclv a rare union of imagination and intellect should 
have delighted to roam among the debasing super«< 
stitions, the barbarous manners, and the savage fero^. 
city of feudal times, is not of easy solution* How % 
mind apparently constituted of the choicest materialsr. 
of humanity should not have been, attracted by tlm 
j^omentous events that have passed, and are conti^ 
auing to pass bcfor©; it — how the sweet harp of thft 
ba^d should never once have been tuned to vibrate : 
the mighty qhanges that have been epnstajuly oecur-*. 
^ng ill his own d(iy, in the structure and economy ot 
the moral world — in fine, how the science, informft'? 
tion, and literary taste of his cjijuntrymen, by which 
he has realized a' fortuue, should beset him on.every? 
ly side, yet his muse, so prompt and prolific on 
other subjects, on these to be motionless and un-, 
heard, is " passing strange.'"' Nay more, such 
worthies as " Michael Scott,'' " Wat Tiulin," and 
^V Bluff King Hal," to have each a stanza, *ind 
*' Don Roderick,'' '' Rnkeby," and " Roderick 
Dhu" to slide so smoothly into poetry, while every 
event in the history of Britain, and every ehafactei 
that really adorns its annals, ai:e unsung ; . not a cir4 
cumstance, indeed, or a human being that has con-» 
^rihuted to the comfort oj ii|ijirovei?>e^t.QLx»aft,lu*. 
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ir^irel a single page. Has the courtly poet ever 
^feSlected seriously on the character of the age and 
the heroes he has celebrated? If he has, he may 
perhaps have discovered that had he lived in the 
** iron times,"" it is not very unlikely he might liter- 
ally have been destined, by brutal misrule, and the 
national propensity for gaberlunzie liabits, to chaunt 
his own minstrelsy at^ the gateway of Borthwick or 
Nesrark Castle. «A monk with his cross, his rosary, 
and bis cowl, was in higher estimation in those day« 
at court and in the baron's tower, as well' as among 
the. community at large, than the talents and geniua 
diat b^ve fascinated the world with/^ Marmion"^' antt 
**Ivaiiha2.^ , 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Thk Antiquities of Hawick and its vicinitjr are but 
few. There is an artificial mote or mound of earth 
at die. west ^nd of the town, of a conical form, and 
which tradition says was once a seat of justice. Two 
or three hundred yards on its southern side are a few. 
houses called ffoffgiesha'; or, as some would have it, 
JIangmansha'j the appellations being explicative of 
the di£Perent circumstances relating to the place.-r^ 
One account is, when the courts of justice were held 
on the Mote, Jack Ketch lived at Hangmansha'', 
and hence its name. 'J'he other, and most accredit* 
ed account, is, that tbe place owes its name to an 
overgrown " chieftain ^ the pudding race^ which 
made its appearance there twice a-year, at the cleri- 
cal feasts of Whitsunday and Martinmas. An old 
benefactor of the church, named Michael Paterson, 
was proprietor of the houses and adjoining fields, and 
resided there in ^c olden time^ and tradition gives 
him credit for possessing the virtues of hospitality in 
his day and generation. At the festivals just men* 
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tioDfed, the good old Michael used to congregate the-* 
priests who officiated at the altar of Hawick, at his 
own house, where at times* the brotherhood would 
have mustered to the number of twenty or thirty.-—- 
Michael had mad^ a covenant with himself, to which * 
Dame Paterson acceded, that whoever were guests at.. 
Haggiesha^ upon a holyday, whether they might be 
kings, priests, or mendicants,, there should be an^ 
unity of fare ;. and that although. the liquids might 
vary to the extent of the different binns in his cellar,., 
the stapley . or* eating commodity,, shoAild be a gusty^ . 
unadulterated, and capacious haggi». . At one of 
tihese ecclesiastical feasts* the old man, k is said, pro-^ 
8nced upon his table an article of the tripe tribe of - 
extraordinary dimensions, being about three feet in 
diameter !: Burns must have heard of this celebrated 
ehieftaii), for,„a& the story goes, . its pin absolutely^ 
went to repair Hawiok mill, in the capacity of a^ 
fipcke for the. water-wheel!: Tradition further de^ 
dares, that the bag which encased this monarch of 
aavoury fujb>dwafr metamorphosed by the ingenuity ofr 
a bavber into a new top and bottom, for the town-' 
^uf», the novel and spnoroas roll of wfaioh announcsd^l 
ftr hol£ a century, the. m^isterial proelam.ati^is oC. 
tlie. burgh. 



It is narrated by Stow in his " Ghronicles,^ that 
lihen the Earl of Surrey, in the 16th century, invo«" 
ded Scotland, by the eastern marches, and aseended 
the Tevioti by-Jjtoxh]iigh,.J«dbwrgh),MiBt05.&er fo«^ 
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dwsmg hj fire the castles of those places as he apKr 
proached, Hawick was a laige town, where, the Ba-t 
rqn of Drumlanrig had " a house of stone.^^ . Surrey - 
wfts^ astonished when he reached the place to fipd it ' 
cmptjy the inhahabitants having burnt down their* 
houses and fled. The building belonging to the bar- 
ren, being stone-roofed, , was preserved, and in it, 
says Stow,. the English general slept that night.— ^. 
Perhaps the invader courted sleep in vain, after hav-^; 
ipg witnessed a town destroyed, and deserted by ita 
inhabitants on his approach. The indepexident fu^ 
gitives, on the other hand, who had.tsken xefyge ii^; 
the surrounding forests, would there have rather pe-* 
rii»hed with cold and:hunger than have passed be^ 
iieath the galling yoke of a ruthless foreign soldiery,.- 
While the English were in.ppssession of the place^, 
tradition adds, that parties of the inhabitants der^ 
kQiuched during the. night, frpm a^eighbpuiing fasu 
ne^, and took vengeance on i;he patrols of the cne^. 
V]y» several of whom were found dead on the streets^ 
on the following morning. The fellow who conceiv-» 
od the idea of immolating Hawick, in flames upoi> 
fjiat occasion, were he but known, might figure, io^ 
V^i^tmj by the side of Bostopcbin of Moscow, being 
equally entitled to a place in its p^ges with the iMust 
covite barbarian. 

^ The house of stone, which Stow mentions as Sur* 
xeyi's lodgings, is still standing, and forms part ^f th^ 
Tower^ or head inn-of die town, and belongs to the, 
Dttke of Buccleuch. Thijs inn is ^ understood to \% 
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•ne of the beat fre^ented and most comincdicMao 
establishments to be met with in a small town. In^i 
deed, a late female tourist described it as the onlp 
mn betwixt Carlide> and Edinburgh where a lady^ 
cpuld sleep. Here, within the last hundted yean,;^ 
and previous to the house being a -public inn, stood a« 
splendid bed, which was presented by Charles II. to< 
the Duke of Monmouth,.after-]us marriage, with tbe^ 
beiress of Buccleuch. This bed aad a fiioU«tooi,T 
which were moimted with silk and gold,, in royab 
style, occupied an apaiu^ment in the Tower, whicht 
y«t retains the name of the Dudtesis Room. Thejrr 
were removed to Dalkeith House early in the lasii; 
century. How fortunate for the town of Haw4ek. 
would it ha:ve been had this noUe lamify doprivcfib 
the citizens of only an occasional peep at a royal? 
bed ! 

A number of thcioli* houses of the taowa wliosev 
second- floors were formed by ; arches,., or jOfiub, havei 
been taken down within the last fifty years. Set'emL 
of them, however, still remattt.* Neartj^ome half uC 
the ground on which these houses stamd is occupied. 
\$f the walls, that measure! from Jour, to seven feet iuk 
thickness. By removing the pends^ and thiiming!. 
part of the walls of the Tower, a. f^ yeairstago, stones^ 
were taken out in such quantity a& almost sufficed. to^, 
teoild the dieil of a spinning mili in the aeighbour... 
hood. 

There are three stone bridgetivt^Ain^ the town,. oner 
of, wbichi. attgEVffl passage across ibe. Teviot and tbt; 
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other two across the Slitrig. One of the lat ter, named . 
the Old Bridge, is of considerable antiquity. It is 
of a peculiar construction, and as some imagine ha» 
claims to a Roman origin. One traditional story ;is-« 
cribes the erection of this buildings which leads from 
the High Street to the church, to the devotional 
feelings of an old lady, who, when snaitten with the * 
feebleness of four-score years, caused this bridge to be 
thrown over the> Slkrig,. at her own expense^ diat' 
the intervention of the stream might not prevent her 

attendance on divine worship. About fifty-eight 

years ago^ this venerable fabric withstood the forc^" 
of a flood which swept almost eVery other obstsele' 
before it, laid one half of the town under water, and 
carried off a number of houses. Owing to its taking 
place in the day time, only two lives were lost. This 
flood will long be remembered in the place. The 
\catery iti its passage athwart the town, where the bed 
is narrow, rose about twenty feet above its usual le- 
vel^ although the rain that fell in the course of the 
day was so trifling that scarcely a. partial rising of 
the water was anticipated. It was in the month of 
August 1767, at three o^clock afternoon, that the 
Slitrig began to swell, and in less than .an hour 
overflowed its banks, and inundated the adjacent 
groimds^ with unexampled rapidity. In the spac& 
of an hour and a half from its comonenoement). 
the flood had attained its greatest height, and ia. 
the^course of two hour^ more had fallen in nearly 
to its^former.sise.. The cause of such a sudden and; 
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'alarming deluge was afterwards explained by the 
peasantry who resided around* the source of the 
stream, where for a short time in the forenoon of that 
day the clouds sent down torrents of water, in un.- 
broken sheets ; which, in passing down the hills' and 
ravines to the bed j^f the river, terrified the inhobi-* 
tants of the district. The declivity of the Slitrig 
from its rise^ to where it joins the Teviot at Hawick, 
is uninterruptedly steep, so that it is quite common 
to obsexye in the space of sixteen or twenty hours 
this mountain rivulet swollen by occasional rains into 
a mighty torrent, and sunk again within the con*, 
fined limits of a mill-lead. A number of marvel- 
lously curious stories are told respecting occurences 
which took place at Hawkhflood ; but it is so difficult. 
to separate dreams and falsehoods from facts, at this 
distant period of time, that it may be improper to 
notice particulars. One thing is certain, had the in- 
nundation eome upon the town under night, the loss 
of human lives must have been considerable. From 
one of the houses that were swept away, a bed was 
carried down the stream^ and placed upon the Haugh 
on the north side of the Teviot. In the bed lay a 
cat, which, it is said,^ had the good fortune not to wet 
her feet, during a perilous voyage in this temporary 
sea. The female owner of this cat is also celebrated 
in the recollections of that day. After the flood hsA 
commenced its ravages, and the tenement in which 
this matron dwelt was mouldering down among the 
waves, she dung with Amazonian resolution, to the 
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crook4ree "«ncl refused to be remoTed ; esaskming 
^* that it tra« the house of her father and her &ther''s 

father, and she bad made up her mind to share its 
•fate/' The poor woman was scarcely forced outside 

the threshold, when the patrimomal inheritance dP 

her family disappeared in the water. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Ai^ old house called the Gartison^ situated in the 
centre of the town, and which has but lately been re^ 
4)uilt, was in fixtner times the habitation of a second 
Diogenes, whose eccentricities are handed devm in fa« 
^ily legends^ and cherished hj the people of Hawick^ 
This old cynic, named Robert Oliver, alias ** Hab o^ 
^awick,^ and a man of con^uence in the town, wm 
«ne evening sitting by the side of his own fire, lec^ 
^curing his fiimily, as tise is, on the frivolities of youth, 
the absurdity of &sbion, the deterioration of the spe* 
^ies, and the general depravity of the age, wheii a 
messenger arrived from the Tower, or house of Druni-^ 
ianrig^. to request bis attendance there. The patri* 
ju'ch was not to be disturbed, and returned for answer^ 
that he would tiot leave the 'Garrison that night ta 
s|)eak to the King. It so happened that James, oi* 
itinerant celelNrity among the Scottish monarchs, was 
lodged at Hawick that evening, and bearing of the 
^originality and independence of Hab e* Hawick^ was 
jui&iotts to see him, A stcoitd message was despateb* 
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ed to the Garrison, commanding the attendance of 
Hah at the baronial residence, tQ wait upon his sove- 
reign. The old man was thunderstruck and speech- 
less for some time. He rose from his scat. The 
austerity of the cynic was about to give way, and even 
his independence was wavering. Dame Oliver was in 
tears, and the children clasped their little arms round 
his knees, when he stood bolt upright, pulled up his 
breeches, snd after a few strides acivoss the room, he 
reseated himself on his chair, placed his arms perpen- 
dituli^ly upon the upper parts of his nether extrejoiir 
ties, and exclaimed, *' No — I winna stir for.mortaji 
man.- Then turmbg to the messenger, he said, " Tell 
your master that here sits Hab o'' Hawick at his ai^ 
fireside, a^d a fig for £ing James and a"* hi« kin,V 
The King w^s.anciused with the uncourteous answer 
of the venerable citizen, and pardoned with good hu- 
mour the rudeness of his disobedient subject, silently 
resolving, how^ever^ at a future period to have a hit at 
the old governor of the Garrison. 

The King having finished his peregrinations for 
the season, was enjoying himself one evening at 
Holyrood, with a select parlj of his courtiers. In 
recounting some of his late perambulatory exploits, 
a practice of which he was food, the adventure at 
Hawick, excited much apparent indignation among 
the worshippers of royalty, who one and all exclaimed, 
*^to the boot, your Majesty, to the boot with the 
old rascal V* To which the Archbishop of St. An- 
drews added, ^^ the excommunication of the churchy 
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please your Majesty, must pass upon the traitorous 
delinquent.'" His grace was about to proceed in the 
i^anner of Dr. Slop, and thus were the soul and 
body of poor Hab a* Hawick on the point to be dis* 
posed of for ever. The King, however, had taken 
a different view of the subject — ^^ No, no, my lords and 
gentlemen, (said James,) I am not particularly par- 
tial to measures of this sort ; I have a punishment 
ef my own of a retaliatory kind, which I believe will 
be more effisctual in checking the misdemeanors of 
the cynical burgher,^ as well .as for recluming^ him, 
than any of the ordinary remedies for disobedience or 
aedition : and I shall be happy, my friends, to have 
your company to-morrow evening, to witness my 
mode of procedure with Hab o' Hawick."* 
; His Majesty gave orders that old Hab be brought 
to Edinburgh next day, and the Lord Lyon des- 
patched his noessengers accordingly thkt evening.-— 
On the arrival of the Lyon officers the following 
morning at Hawick, in all the paraphernalia 
and consequenciB of power, the town was thrown into 
alarm. The messengers entered the Garrison, and 
delivered their fearful summons. The old man ap- 
plied to the magistrates for protection ; but, alas!' 
none could be afforded. The veteran then ("for he had 
been a soldier in his youth"") attempted resistance... 
but it is bard to kick against the pricks, and harder 
to kick against the King. '* The hour had approach- 
ed when Hab must ride,'' and, nolens voUnSy he had 
to take tlie road Xo^AuUL Reekie^ ^^ wi' the tear m 
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kis eVr Tfaie prisoner reached the Cahongste Tatil 
in the afternoon. 

'. The royal party had again assembled at Holyrood^' 
when the arrival of Hab was announced, on whieh the 
King commanded his courtiers to open their files for 
Ae reception of this unusual visiter. His Majesty^ 
did not wibh to terrify the old man too much ; and^ 
in order to moderate his fears, Douglas, baron of 
Smmlanrig and Hawick, was ordered to introduce 
him« Hah being a vassal of the baron, they had' 
seeii each other, before. When- both were heard ap-r 
proaehing in the gallery, the King drew his chair moT& 
in firont of the fire. The baron now Icnocked at the^ 
door of the presence-chamber, and the lord in waiting; 
looked to his Majesty — " Bring them in,^ said: 
James. The baron entered, pulling the reluctant 
Hab along with bitn ; when, for a minute or tvo, aU 
was silent^ " Please your ]M ajesty ,^' said Drum-c 
lanrig — " Have you the man,^said tie King, *' He isi 
at your majesty's feet,*repHcd the baron, ^ Then place • 
him before me,!" said the Monarch. Shakspeare has: 
drai^n a Jac^^imile of Hab as he moved, with fore*, 
lorn a|5pect and faUied motion, to the presence of 
r^yaJty-r-*' IJven such a man, so faint, so spiritless,- 
s0 dull, so dead of look, so woe-begone,'' &c. The: 
baran led the culprit forward* The King drew his 
chair round a little that he might have Hab in view, 
axid die baron retired. When the eye of the Sove^- 
reign catched 1:lab'*s, the eynic became blind asi 
Bdisarius--his. under jaw dropped ;. bis atina &U: 



d by Google 



HAB O H AVI ex. W» 

i^wn ; .and his heart thumped against his hreast, at 
if struggling to get out. The stubborn soul of the 
liero was overcome ; and he went slap on the floor, 
exclaiming, " God and good King James have mercy 
upon me r James had assumed the dignity of hw 
station in the drama, but on observing the wretched- 
ness of the poor man, he unbended the muscles o£ 
his face into a smile. It was a gleam of hope to the. 
repentant sinner in the darkness of despair. " Rise 
up, Robert, (said his Majesty,) and attend to what I 
j^y.*" The King again turned his chair round 
in.frpiit of the fire, his right leg perpendicular on the. 
floor, his right arm square upon the.table, and.hia 
band spread upon an open book. His left leg placed 
horizontally against the chimney jamb, and the left 
arm hanging over the chair behind, and spake in a 
firm voice as follbws : — " Now, sir, here ^ts .JamisSy 
King of Scotland atid the Isk^^ at his ainjire^aide ; 
and a fig Jbr Hab d" Hawick and (C his kin,'": 
The cutting retort of the King pierced the heart of 
Pab lik? a rebuke firom Heaven, and the. old maa 
used to say, that had he been capable of speech at the. 
time, he would have cried aloud for the fate of Korah^ 
Dathan, and Abiram. His Majesty resumed in a 
milder tone..." Now, Hab, you and I may again be 
friends. I admir^e your independence, but I dislike, 
your manners. — I am always pleased to witness 
honesty and plainness, but disgiwted when I meet, 
with senseless austerity and rudeness. I hope in 
ht^rs you will attend to these points, and if so^ you 
g3 
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may again couxtt upon the fiiencbhip of yonriSofiev 
mgn.^ The eourtien loudly extolled the wisdom 
of JameS) and even the archbishop of St. Andrews 
began to doubt the efficacy of the ancient discipline 
of the diurch...but the King died soon after,. and hiif 
wisdom was forgotten. Hab rose early in th^ 
morning to set his face homeward, when a palftey 
from the royal stables was provided for him, and a 
guide to Hawick. The old man readied his ainfire-^ '' 
side after the sun . went down ; and, if there is any 
truth in tradition, his adventure with the King 'was,^ 
in more respects than one, the most important oo* 
CBxenoe in his life* 



Upon a height which overlooks the town from th<^ 
south, about half a mile from the cross is a place 
that g^es by the name of AnMHumek^ Not the 
vestige of a house is to be seen upon it ; and how 
it got that name is more than difficult to say^ There 
is a tradition, that a considerable number of the in^ 
habitants concealed themselves in a hollow on this 
plaoeiaonongtbe underwood, and in the neighbouring 
wood of Wfaitlaw, when the town was burned on the 
approach of Surrey ; and that it was from this hill 
^e determined burghers came doWn, in the dead a( 
night, and despatched a number of th$ !Englisfa sol- 
diers. After the enemy left the town, the inhabit 
tuts, it is said, remained here for some time,. in caaa 
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tlie invaders should have made a second visit, and 
the place, it is supposed, thus acquired the appdht- 
tion of AtUd Hawick, To this venerated fastness, 
Hab o^ Hawick (as the story goes) went every Sua- 
day morning for purposes of devotion. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

In the days of feudalism, (the incidents connected 
with which have inspired one of the first of modern 
poets), the Scottish borders were literally overrun by 
ruffians and thieves. The fairs and public markets 
in Teviotdale were constantly threatened, and not 
unfrequently the people who attended them were 
despoiled of their goods and dispersed, by the 
inroads of lawless barbarians. Upon one occa- 
sion, the magistrates of Hawick got notice of a des- 
perate attempt that was to be made by a mauraud- 
ing party from Liddesdale and Nicol- Forest, headed 
by Dick o'the Cow, and Jock o** the Side, two of the 
most noted depredators of the border. The attack 
was to be made at the Winter Fair, held in this town 
in November, which had been for many preceding 
years a large cattle market, and still continues so.-— 
The posse comitattts were few and inefficient in those 
days, and hence the alarm of the magistrates was 
extreme. They communicated their fears to Drum- . 
nnrig, who was then in Edinburgh, and he deemed 
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the infefmatton of sufikient iiniKnrtmc&'t<^belaid be-- 
fote the Regent Murray, who at that period governed, 
Scotland* The morning of the fair arrived, and tber 
inaf^ket soon became erowded as usual. The wily^ 
enterprising fredbooters entered the town in different 
directions, and graduaOj mustered themselves in the 
centre of tbe fair, when the leaders g^ve the signal for 
plunder. In an instant was uplifted a fprest oS 
elubs, ready for massacre. The soundef horns, and* 
shouts of the rvdBBians, drove the peaceable multitude 
ixHo disorder. Cattle were forced from; their ownersr 
fay oaths and blows, stalls and kraims were overturned,: 
atid tumijdt and riot became genccal. At this junc-: 
titre, iifty horsemen, wcillarmed^ entered the town at 
speed, led by a personage whose dsportment and; 
prompt deeistott soon changed the seene.. It .was: 
Murray him^setf^ SiKteen of these depredators were> 
iteeured, and met their fate that day.. The Regent: 
having oaaiimanded their aceeuiion, they were sus-. 
peoded up^n two beams, laid across the old bridge of> 
tlie townv like as many herrings. The Last Minstrel 
should hme tuned a. lay to the memwy of these) 
worthires. 



. A docmxient is in the possession of the magktxatea 
and town council of Hawick from which it appears, 
that about the commencement of the eighteenth cen^ 
tury» the magistrates oi Jedburgh made a j|Oumey to 
tbi$ town ia all tk^ ^^ pomp and ctrcwaastanee"" oi of^ 
fic«i~ for the purpose ^ c^tefoising a. spteiea^ ct tmrn*^ 
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Feigi^tf , not unknown in s&me places, called riding" 
iSieJakiFJ* The plea niged by the bailies of the coun- 
ty town for paying their neighbours so unwelcome a 
"visit is not mentioned in the record. They mustered 
their force, however, on the- day of a winter fair, and 
proceeded to ride the market. The magistrates of 
die town,, together with the commissioner of the Dnker 
of Bucdeueh,. remonstrated on the occasion, but the 
magistrates of Jedbui^h were not to be dissuaded or 
intimidated.. Their beadles were already in files,, 
their drum beat, halberts were raised, a flag was un- 
fiirled, and the cavalcade marched on. It had moved 
along the High^street but a short way, till the crowd 
became immense. The hisses and groans waxed loud' 
and portentous ; sticks and stones were soon in mo-^ 
tion,. and were seen flying round the heads of the^ 
devoted Jedhurghers^ thick as the *^ Englsh arrow- 
shafts at Flodden.*" The bailies of Hawick, aided 
by the agent of the Duke of fiuccleueh, had now to^ 
exert all their authority to rescue the maltreated 
fimctionaries from an infuriated populace,, who oon^ 
ceived the honour of their town depended onr the fail- 
ure of the rash and insulting enterprize with which 
they had been annoyed by the ilUtimed intrusion of 
atrangers. The bailies and chamberlain succeeded 



. * This paper wa» discovered lately My a Committee wbielf 
waa appointed bjthe Town Coimdl to' examine the Bui^b Re- 
axr4*i .Tl)ieAutboi;:WBsof.tl]eComiBittefa.. 
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in saiSng the pelted magistrates from ajq^oaching 
murder, and escorted them for a mile or two on their 
way back to Jedburgh, reminding them on parting,' 
that, in certain circumstances, a pair of heels %$ 
north two pair cf hands. 

The adventures of the day, however, did not ter^ 
minate with the defeat and expulsion of the intruders,' 
for the document in the possession of the magistrates 
of Hawick farther sheweth, that the bailies of Jed-' 
burgh had no sooner been disposed -of than the mc^ 
nia of riding the fair seized the Duke'*s chamber^ 
lain, who immediately summoned the baronial te- 
nants and officers to duty in the Tower, and having 
caparisoned himself as the representative of hisGraee, 
he mounted a grey charger, with the assumed digni- 
ty of a feudal baron*; while the noble animaU on its 
owner vaulting into the saddle, seemed proud to dis^ 
|day 'the fine proportion of its majestic form. Thus 
equipped, ju>twithstanding what had so recently hap- 
pened, did the deputy of the lord of the manor pro- 
ceed on the ill-omened project of ridmg the Winter- 
fair. The magistrates, it appears, did not interfere 
«pon this occasion, from an idea, probably, of their 
having had qiumtum sufficit of duty in their hands 
on the former part of the day. The cavalier and his 
retinue perambulated part of the high-street, the Old 
Bridge, and Silver-street, without serious molestation, 
but when they approached the west end of the town, 
symptoms of disapprobation became loud, and the 
pvocession met with interruption; As they moved on,^ 
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the Opposition nf the <sttizens xncreased, until tke bt^ 
ifonial leador ordered his retainers to charge. A 
charge was made, not with the deadly weapons of 
Baycvine, but with sudi as Fieldi&g^ in his Tom 
Jones, has armed his combatants at the battle of thm 
ohurebyard. The miiltitude seemed moving outwards 
for a few minutes, only to return, however, with greats 
er determination and fury^ By this time the horses 
men had reached the narrow pass at the*West-Poit# 
where the riotous burghers seemed resolved to inak^ 
a stand; The chamberlain, on his spirited steed^ 
made a dash to pass the port> It was tUe signal fot 
his overthrow. The crowd was impenetrable^ whilo 
the shouts and yells that rent the air were the evident 
forerunners of death. The deputy was soon put hors 
de connhat with his party, and some of diem Expiated 
the indiscretion of his Honour ^th their lives; The 
magistrates were alarmed (Hi hearing that the horie 
which the commissioner had so lately bestrode, with 
ducal pomposity^ had entered the gateway of ihm 
Tower, like MarmvifCs Jlery charger^ as ti passed 
ike celebrated well of Sybil Qrey, T he bailies now 
thought of bestirring themselves^ and' repaired to the 
fifeld of strifie— " it wafe a Uoody fieM''— but the 
storm of war was abating, and the burgh authoriticB 
again succeeded in rescuing the surviving victims 
firom farther injury, and. in protecting the Didce^s lU 
gent on bis way home to Bnmidiolm. The magiik 
trates were accused of supineness dnrisg this fiieliak 
^wl, wUeh enditsd so tragicsUy, and were thieate»< 
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iA with judicial pvoceedings. The affair, sttms to 
liave bee» c^aaslied, however, hf Aeir honours le- 
vying a fmitaUe reprtmaRd. 

The Winter Fair of Hawick h^fl at flifiertnt 
periods been the seene of lawless exploits and ont- 
trage. On one occasion, a serious riot took place m 
oonsequence of the imposition of a sort of tat, or 
#ne, or custom, by the justices dT peace, or landed 
gentlemen^ at a meeting held at Jedburgh about a 
.liundred years ago. The county officers in attempt- 
ing to levy this tax from the travelling merchants 
^ind others, who bad stalls in the market, were re- 
sisted. The multitude, as is not uncommon, even 
in the present d»y, took part against the officers of 
the law, and tumult and blood<shed soon followed.—- 
On the tax demanded being T^sed, the officers at- 
tempted to smze the goods exposed fbr sale, which im- 
mediately brought matters to a crisis. The pedlars 
.tyid other dealers oommenced offensive operations 
4mth clubs, and encouraged by the inhabitants and 
the people in the fair, the contest could not be long 
doubtfuL * The field in a short time was cleared of 
the Sh6riff**s poss^, and seme of &em had consider- 
able dificulty in escaping with their lives. It is 
teld^ and is in song too, .that a pedlar, named 
d^m^ Har£e^ who belonged to thie town, felled five 
ahmff-eflleers to the ground, with an oakclub, which 
1WM afterwards kept and shown in his fiimily as 
!»• relict of value. The leader of the tax-leviers, mhor 
urmod with a swerd, ha^ng attadied^ Haidir 
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with spirit,' on observing his prowesd) d'ddn^'roiis^ 
conflict ensued the combatants being, it is said, of 
equal strength and fierceness. The sharp-edgedi 
weapon had. cut the* pedlar in ^Teral places, while 
the oaken rung had told repeatedly, with stut^ning- 
ffiect, on the head and choulders of the officer, till- 
Hardie with a tremendous stroke at the sword of hiN 
;adTersary, shivered it to pieces. The stroke was 
ngain aimed, that must have been fatal to the de^ 
feated constable, when a ray of mercy glimn^ered on- 
the mind of the victor,' and stayed his arm. The- 
discomfited party Tetumed to Jedburgh piecemeal, > 
as they were able, and there is no account of any 
other attempt having been made to levy the impost. 
..Another disgraceful afiray took place at the Win-* 
tcr.Fair of this town, somewhere about eighty years'^- 
ago^ Two parties of gypsies and tinkers had pitched* 
their tents on the Common-Haugh, and were busy 
in mending bellows, clouting caldrons, and drinking 
whisky. A dispute arose between two of the men, 
respecting the right of property to a frail sister, who* 
had, it appears, conferred favours on both. The^ 
high words of the disputants soon arranged the Loch- 
^labenites and Yetholmites in array of hattl^*— 
Words were succeeded by blows, and male and female- 
savages mingled with equal valour. and ferodty in 
the fight, while the lady who, like aijothef Helen,- 
^ad originated the strife, w^s taken and retaken- 
several times. The magistrates, with their officers* 
and constables, at length came upon the ground, uxiir 
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separated the rioters, but not before two of them had 
been so cut and nMuled, that they died in the^ourjc 
of the evening. Three or four of these wretches 
were put into the stocks in the old jail of the town^ 
previous to their being sent to Jedburgh, amoxu( 
whom were the fair Cyprian and one of her para- 
mours^ On lodging the party in prison, one of the 
Bailiqs^ it is said, seemed to feel much &r the poor 
girl, and spake to. her thus :— -^< My woman, it\( a pitj 
ye should follow sic a trade, or keep sic company ; ye 
liae a face sand a form that might grace ony hcmest 
man'^s table— ^nd as I usderatand little thing can 6e 
brought against you o^ this day^s mischief, T wid 
advise ye to leave thae tinkle loons, ane and a^ o^ 
them, an' gang to servioe. There's nae sajing 
what a bonny &ce like yours may do for its ownen'' 
Th^ Bailie was a.believecin^e story of 'Cinderella.' 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Jl^iuif hoen be&se aiMerved« ^thtti the magistniKs of 
Hawick possess power equal %s^ iumI, it tMy be fdifd^ 
in some, caMs supenor to the vaagistfaies. of royal 
Ibpmgbs.. It. appears their authority i^^ almost uxh 
limited witliixi the burgh ; and that no appeal. Irom 
their decpioBt. is competent, iiftennedii^te to the'eourl: 
of session. In particular cases, they have lumi&Qnei 
#ad acted by or through the instrumentality of 
jories; and causes involving property to an; 
amount that may be i^tested by inhabitaiits can be 
decided by the bailie courts The first magistrate 
of this town> however, has not hitherto had conierred 
on .him the office of justice of the peace. Several at* 
temgiA have been made, at least . hints given, hov 
essential it would be for the fiirtherance of justice^ 
were the oldest bailie of Hawick to be in the couk 
mission of the peace, the justices in the immedi- 
ate neighbourhood being- few, and all of them nos 
il^equently from home. The . authority of thf 
lu|lies.too,.is confined to the burgh-roods» and tbest 
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;]iot comptehending a considerable portion bf the 
town and suburbs, the inconvenience, not to saj th« 
mischief that has arisen from such a state of things 
must be apparent. A fellow who has broken the 
peace, or coromittfcd a crime of any description, trtny 
take refuge in certain lanes or streets in the town, 
while the magistrates have not the power to apprehend 
him ; so that offenders of the worst description may 
escape, from the difficulties that are thus interposed 
to the seizure of their person. The manufacturer 
tn the place, too, do much business in the English 
market, and the wisdom of the law of England re* 
quires that an affidavit to a debt can be certified 
only by a justice of the peace: Hence a trader in 
Hawick has ndw and then to ride six or eight milet, 
in order to obtain the signature of an individtfnl who 
bolds that office to his account. The delays, and 
•interruption that thus impede the course of justi<*e 
bave been frequent, numerous, anti vexatious, while 
a justice of the peace residing in the town, wonld 
kave removed them altogether. But perhaps a 
trader of Hawick might be supposed to contaminate 
the bench, more particularly since his plebeian eHt- 
tract and" business-habits would not be accompani€fill 
*ith a political Voice, or vote for a member of parlia- 
ment ;* for this quality operates like a dhurm, or a 
'Bott of saving gi-ace in the meridian of royal burghs, 
•^fiere the impediments to' justice, noticed above, are 
•ftbf suffered to exist, and where justices df the peade 
•ire invariably found, from* a right honourable apothe^ 
u 3 



d by Google 



HI8T0EY 09 HAWICK. 



^ flpw. Jong jthe jxdu^ of tbe to]»a of Hv^mick is ta 
^«n^^^ m^ec^iV^ i|^ the curreat of justice U> ^ 
.w^i^yif th^waxitM te^iief^ comj>QteQ( m»gi^ 
«l#lk|eSft;is hacd to ssf^ Ferbi^ tbe^bt tQ na(»^ 
9^f>^.b&pi^d byon^ or two.<af:t}i^ QMaQi^wt(m<»f db^- 
I^WV? ^re ik^ QvU P99 bereynovedt- The mfimnatjop: 
ill4 ia^Kg^iM;e4)fi£e^tia)eSy hawev^, «regepei;«%- 
^9ft ft nt<^ of (gentleipea vfho haye» Ijcarned tbat Uurir 
^^iMter «iid ^Ajipt^^y mii^t be supported hy 9oa^ 
<^U?g etsie ihf(i9 vAQieiMi^ng pvide^ or n^meles^ ajscesir;^ 
Thfiy will' veeeiiqe: unpressjons. at schod^ u^ ^nd «;|^ 
«f^ j^^ up |;q. ifiaufiood^ veiy dil^rmKt &Qf» tbpii^ 
Uffll^^* jbfjr tbeir pedjscessoniy wbo w^e reared i^ 
a ftftie.^f aoefeity when the ' feelings aad p^ejudi^il- 
^t^v^f^H^ m^st have jbcen stvcmg^and Tbl wbiofc db|^ 
4bN|factf»-» wd weahh, and oonsecju^^veo 5^ twb iis««fr 
UM^ jl(imw9, aod Hgh^y estim^tted. 

' The. 'lowi^. ef Hawi^ ho^j p^haps, been ibrtvoiM^ 
.io ^fr s|;MWp^ait ^ J^Ueo to its let of tie eguivocn]^ 
%lpl^gs of t|l;iie''btw^ as administered &;fr eoarts of v^ 
ip^ird, al^i^g^tl^buTgjii court is ofthM descriptipii^ 
9j. aoov^^meiuits «r others few of thp- agesttaof leg|l 
■^i^fiu,^ pqcu^ ^aTe ^vfx been fesiden^, in t&e ]^ce> 4nf . 
^Sutsa^^^j^ alpi^t wiitbpu); ex/ceptibp,havje,bee!} ojad ^]^ 
'je^p^Ol^'^* A JiotioQ bs^ obt^med th# .tfa^i^ i#;4i 
-wiot 9^>tt^? ;0i^« yaltjMij^e eleineiiis of buipaii^ wtior 
m.^^^iH^.pBVi}'^ 9^ tbe li^ prolea^iigD^ fitom: liif^ 
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of tha^Vinf^i c<»«QieQ60 ckwrn 4a tbe nwaMr 

m^haxiical Amanuenas at the dAsL Thk is set leikr ^ 

iy a ««ee|iuig ^^ocuaautios^ e^ualJy-uachacitaUa as i| 

l^jpdaii:alo be'£boltsh».biU ifc jsavoura sftrragly of fiia* 

jCtift^ in tha paofiagawrs of sueb lowiftod ehargiw 4uif' 

ilea fuUjr as unpcindidfid as tfaasa of vhick hwym^ 

sre aocusecL It will be founds it is presumed, V/fm^ 

say ptW axflnmatioa of the ea^ than a aupaHitiAt. 

gim^ 4bat i^ is foiindad in goftsip, iCnot in maliea.|u 

H^.tba^ama^lioie it would ap|iear,..tfaat tbi^ uaqjiiaUr 

ftad Mix^IgJ9^ wbioh is 4reiteratfi4 daily, from Fonsaai^ 

tt> itjdrjKally,akboagJi i^ may bo wrong Jdme^i^^xQ^: 

jiAi» b^dai^ or^in iu «Qxaetbing p^p^ble iJiady.fmr 

Jiaps, hf tsaiKforring the ae^u^tipn izoni tbo praaMi- 

.U09'^!8 of tbe laf^ to tb€i law its^glf,. a rigH^ >u|«daA- 

jtaiHllfigx^ the ai)biQc.t may ba gai^^ . , 

U waa.observ^d by bigh leg^aiitbori^^ that biv 

m^Mmkf^pif'^ Th^ was r^tb^r pyn Ungual 

firom a gentleman who had earned bis br^ by W- 

bouijbgin that profession, and wbo had aMaiaed tho^ 

^pflbiti<«i{ of a liHpinary- in inradiatjiig tb^. dari^ 

.vii^ing9 of it$ ^y^tom,, its myst;ery^ ita extortioNW 

jtgi ee ey d fimai g >. Tb? delay^ nn(;^r^iaty,4U9druinoM^~ 

expens$e», of l^gal pxooeedings ace at this day .wittnw^. 

M apologist ;;,and that such a.stjs^te of tbiz^.8ho^)d. 

•a^i^t^ 99^ jcpotinn^.to^ be tplei:at$db}&.the g^wmvc^^ 

of this .OQ^iplry,. is |3aor« difficult, to b^, .^i^uaUa^ &r 

.ibaaa^y otbisr phj^m^nenim^in civilizadaiMiietj;. . F#i^ 

Juq^ W«Q^ tbi^re is, notbipg jpQt^ »xfi^tionf^hjijij^ 

Jdi«.4^ggp^^;»^ of i^ tj^a W^^^f^fl^ 
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tak^n into consideration, than the incomprelienstyv 
and Gothic fabric of Bridsb ]aw, burdened as it ii 
with its appendent precedents, fictions, nibbles, and 
equivocations, while these, in their turn', are supposed 
to have had a sophisticating inflneneeon the mind 
and feelings of almost every gentleman in the profea^ 

-. The law] of Great Britain is trnderstood to.be 
Ibttnded npon a simple self-evident proposition, con- 
*servative of the soeial compact, and accordant to'th« 
'principles of justice, namely, *^ That a man should 
not do to his neighbour any act which^ in shnilar 
eireumstanees, he would naturally think his neigh* 
-bour should not do to him.*^ This is supposed to 
-be the sound foundation on which the superstructure 
of British law has been raised, except that of the eX^ 
*^se and game statutes, where something, not unlike 
^tbe converse of this, has been founded on^ as well aa. 
•practised. 

'The present system of legal procedure, or law of 
the land, like the curfkc^had its origin in the Con^ 
^uest. Since the time of the Norman HerOy^ statute: 
has accumulated upon statute, to declare, repeal, and; 
re^nact ;. precedent has been engrafted upon prece- 
dent ; fiction has succeeded fiction ; acts of sederunt 
)i»vo.been added to acts of sederunt ; and courts of 
justice have' so fenced themselves round with forms; 
-and fees, and a species of forensic jargon, that the 
l^le of action for the people is almost as diflrcult to- 
1)6 gol at as-a prize at prick^ the garter*^ ixAieiof^ 
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BM8issiy hebve a ettissen can rightly tniiierstaod' h«» 
diity» that he should consult a mass of writings om 
laws, which oonstkuite somewhere between 1000 and 
40»000 quarto volumes. This stupendous reposko* 
ly «f the wkdom qf our ancestors, the kbowrs of 
nearly eight hundred years, has dil been written t» 
demonstrate that a man shall not injure his neigk** 
hour. Thus while ij^e treasures of the law are so- 
sa&ly and voluminously bound up, the* life of thaa 
wouM. ratlier appear to(> short to enable him. but t» 
tnrn over the leaves of the musty records ; and oon«* 
aequently their claims, upon reason, and their applicafai-^ 
Itty tohoman a&irs must, at this day be indiscovieraUe*' 
From this view of the s^bjeet,. it may appear, tha#. 
to placeman assured trust upon the wisdom and use* 
fidhesB of the British Pandeets,: wouid require a pro^ 
<M0a ^ the mind as pevplexed as that which indnesv. 
» belief in .the perpetual extflte«ne:of the Grand Ln^ 
ma^ 

Seeii^ that a proper knowledge oT the law iis thus 
unattainable by the ordinary powers of man, it is in 
no way surprising it should b& so imperfectly under- 
atood,. and that gentlemen of legal pursuits should, 
di&r so often and so widely in. their opinions. Per* 
haps the period ia not distant when the growing ab- 
aufdities of the system^ may effect its fall;, when^ 
some individuals of the profession, ^* made of steinee 
stuffs than their peers, shall turn round on the Hy« 
dra,. and denounce against the oppressive iniquity o£^ 
snch an accumulated phenomena of abuse. Ajl^^- 
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^tent such as this, taking place through a respectable' 
agency, and supported by an unanimous people, who 
iave long smarted under a species of kgaTplunder^ 
would make a powerful impression on the legislature 
md government of the kingdom. The importance 
nf the subject, too, would command the attention of 
parliament, and in the removal of so mudi evil, first 
principles would naturally come into opemtion-as a 
guide to our legislators. The mummery and ex- 
pense which at present obstruct theAventtestocourto 
of law, whereby seven-eightths of the eomnlumty are 
shut out, or run -the risk of being ruined should^ 
they get in, would likely be superseded, and justice 
be dispensed between man and man with- economy 
andsdespatch; while the bench, even without the as«' 
sistance of crimson or bag wigs, would retain the r^- 
▼erenoe and dignity which reason will at all'timti^*' 
efaeerfuUy award to the judges of ^e land.- - « « 
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CHAPTER X. 

Were a remodulation or reform of tb« legal esta-' 
Uishments of the country: accomplishedy the splendid 
talents of such men as grace fhe bar at this da/ 
would be directed to .nobler purposeis than cogitating" 
on the barbarous statutes of Richard Cceur de Lion/* 
Henry, Defender of the Faith, or Charles, of ichasttf^ 
and patriotic memory. A few. unfortunate indi- 
viduals might occasionaly be transported to Newt 
Holland tcir the good of the body politic ; but in all 
likelihood this would not be aocompKsfaed by the' 
tortuous construction of a law that had been in ex- 
istence in the country some hundred years previous 
to transportation being a punishment, or this term 
had found its way into the Scottish Statute Book. 
Administration has already commenced operations 
against the abuses which so disfigure our courts ot 
law^ and sully every legal proceeding. They will 
meet with obstacles, as a matter of course, from old 
or^mterested men, but in the prosecution of this im- 
portant woric^ government may calculate on th^.sup- ' 
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port of the great body of the people, from his grmce 
^own to the humblest artisan. Perhaps no public 
act is so wetl calculated to give i^ditional strength 
to the state, as the cleaning of this Augean stable^ 
the measure would be so 4ibsolutely popular.— 
Gentlemen who have been initiated in the practice 
of the law, at an early age, and bred up in its 
specious forms and prejudices, must be slow in di«- 
tsovering its defects. Mankind w31 ^^ bow to the 
bush they get bield frae,'^ no matter whether it be a 
ave^^^ented faavthoim, . nr potsooous hemlodc.-*- 
The growing evib of tbe. system^ however, ba.ve not 
lleen luiobsferved, 90t uoattended to by lawyers, asoA 
ih^ advice so fi:efiie9th^, given to. dients,» by the re» 
spoQtableypftrt of the px)fiessi<Hi, for a aett^ement 9i 
4i^^%ss by ^bknatio^ isat tmce an evidence, of the 
biKiour f£ the agent^ and of the questionable ebamc- 
tiarof djiejaw. 

. Aa ^U le^l d«aifiit(ms, nto matter whedier they jbe 
pipronounc^ by j«M]§es, juaies, or axbiteis, aie the re*- 
^ult o£ 3k specif)s (^ arbitration* perltaps. a more dsL 
rcpt and general applieatioQ of this tnodib of settliog 
t|ie diq^t«i8 of men ifi desetving of Qonsideration. 
Were J4:ifer>s or arbiters (they are synonymous ia 
c(»Q^|]ptf>|) SQn^;): lesg pwplexed. wijth law> and more lOb- 
t|[amH|^d with the formal of courts the load to.jusr 
t|ce wo^ld be .eon^i^erably shortesed^ ^indtlifi si^ib- 
ber of bye-paijbs ]^!;opoctionaUy cedueed. Wbea & 
lefF^^niefi are c^Ued b^ tbeir oouptcy to 
«. 4i^ja^» ,^. giire a dftgiaioR in ^nisoa 
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\njth and justice, it is surely unnecessary to puzzle 
their intellects with precedents, quibbles, and forms, 
•that have little more affinity to the case in question 
than- burglary has with arson, <» than finding a deo- 
€Uind against the wheel of a brewer'^s cart (beautiful- 
ly ifitsHigible language 1) has to do with constructive 
treason. In all ordinary cases, the plain and simple 
proposition on which it is supposed almost all law is 
founded, " No man shall do to his neighbour an act 
-which, on circumstances being changed, he must 
think his neighbour should not do to hito,*" is a nftore 
direct and certain rule of judgment than the n^ulti- 
plied incomprehensibilities of the statute-book, join- 
ed to the perpetually varying precedents that are dug 
out from among the rubbish of comparatively barba- 
Tous times; whilst, in difficult or extraordinary 
«ases, the endless labyrinths of the law, together with 
the stultifying eff*ect of jarring authorities, in place 
x)f removing the difficulties in which a question may 
be enveloped must, in the nature of things, increase 
' tl^e obstacles in the way of coming to a decision. 
There are rules of court, too, superadded to the law, 
•t)f which men ctf ordinary understandings cannot per* 
ceive the use. If rules of court or acts of sederunt 
^re intended to facilitate the attainment of truth and 
justice in every legaj process, the circumscribed mode 
of questioning witnesses is not easily understood. 
Why is a witness' prevented from answering any 
-question, sincerely put to Him, that is likely to throw 
light upon the facts at issue, if truth is the sole "ob- 
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ject of enquiry ? A Vitness is always understood 
not to be liable to crimination by any evidence that 
may be drawn from himself^ and for the plainest rea- 
son, viz. that he may be under no temptation to sup- 
press the truth. But in what way are the facts of a 
ease to be ascertained, or the end of justice to be ac- 
complished by this or that question being repelled 4 
and repelled too, in most instances, in consequence of 
its being a vital question, and having ^n important 
tearing on the subject before the court ? In one of 
the numerous cases conducted by the late I^ord £rs- 
line, when at the bar, the judge interrupted the coun- 
sel because he was about to criminate a person who 
was not before the court ; but, like some other judges 
t)f more recent times, his Lordship /'at^^^ a Tartar. 
" An*& why,'' said the ^spirited advocate, " am I in- 
terrupted? or why, perhaps, I rather should have said, 
is the course of justice attempted to be interrupted ? 
Because, forsooth, I am about to bring a right ho- 
nourable delinquent before the tribunal of his coun- 
try, in the place .of my client, who has been brought 
into his present situation, gentlemen of the jury, to 
say the least of it, by mistake,*" This determine^ 
barrister was not to be intimidated or forced from hi;s 
course by such cobweb rules of court, and succeeded 
in rescuing an individual from oppression and infor- 
my. 

The established practice in our courts of setting 
tip two or three lawyers on each side of a case, in ar - 
jay, like jgentlenun of the Janof^ and feed by the 



d by Google 



lAtr. ^ 87 

parties^ appears to be rather a questionable mode of 
arriving at the truth, or of attaining the purposes of 
j.ustice. The chief object of counsel, in such circum- 
stances, must be to beat their antagonists, ndt to as^ 
certain the real merits, facts, or truth of a case ; and 
if this is so, it must frequently be the business ,f 
advocates to hazard lash assertions, to mutilate ai j 
torture facts^ to mislead both judge and jury, in or- 
der to obtain the aim in view, from first to last^ 
namely, the discomfiture of their opponents. In a 
contest such as this, truth may at times appear, and 
justice may follow, as it were,^ by accident, but they 
can have little connection with a lawsuit or enquiry 
conducted in snch a manner. Were the present 
practice to be changed, and counsel to be appointed 
by the court to superintend and assist in the exami* 
nation of witnesses, to note down and recapitulate tint 
evidence, to give every facility to the developement of 
facts, and of course have an interest on no side of the 
question, only in as far as they may feel satisfaction 
in eliciting truth — juries, lawyers, and courts of law, 
would become simpler and more useful things ; jud- 
ges would be able to recapitulate and sum up the evi- 
dence with less dubiety ; juries would cease to be 
threatened or cajoled for a verdicty by bold or artful 
atlvocates ; the parties in litigation beings as it were, 
tept at a proper distance by the court, the different 
influences of long and short purses would be equal- 
izeil ; so that in all cases it is more than probable 
decisions would be come to more in accordance witk 
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justice and common sense than they are likely to be 
by the olden practice. The funds for payment of 
oouncil-and clerks to be lodged m court by the par- 
ties, pKvious to litigation. No appeal should be 
competent after a decree by jurors or arbiters. 

T^he alterations proposed in the legal proceedings 
and forms of our courts of law are for the purpose of 
assimulating the process more to the simple prin- 
ciples of arbitration. Opinions are daily gaining 
ground, that the present expensive mode of protect- 
ing innocence and honesty from the designs of villa- 
ny and deceit cannot be much longer tolerated, and 
that some amelioration of the system must take place, 
else men who have not the ample means that are ne- 
cessary to resist injustice, must sit down and mur- 
mur under oppression. Such a state of things, thank 
God, cannot exist much longer at this day, being so 
incompatible with surrounding circumstances. The 
government of the country seems to be aware of , the 
evil, although not usually quick-sighted in such mat- 
ters; so that a crisis is at length approaching when 
legal abuse and plunder shall have reached its acm6; 
when hosts of forensic quibblers, petty-fogging attor- 
nies, and other dependents on a demoralizing system, 
shall disappear from society ; and when there shall 
be no demand in the profession but for virtue and ta- 
lents. 

Should the legal establishments of the kingdom, 
and practice in courts of law, be finally destined to 
merge into a plan of jurisprudence, bearing some a£- 
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fintty to rational arbitration, a few plain principles 
and prohibitory enactments, sonrewhat in the manner 
of the ten commandments of the Jews, would be all 
that were, necessary, perhaps, for the guidance of jud- 
ges or jurors, in the decision of contested cases, in 
the present informed and informing state of society. 
What a gracious change might thus be wrought 
on the present indefensible system ! With what, 
loyal enthusiasm would such a patriotic boon be 
welcomed by an intelligent and industrious commu- 
nity ! All that appears to be essential for the 
ends of justice, in criminal and political cases, is, that 
judges be independent, and jurors be men of good 
eharaclsr and indiSerently chosen. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Any Public Buildings in the town of Hawick cdn 
jBcarcely be noticed ; and^ judging by them, it might 
be supposed that in this place architecture and ma^ 
sonry were almost unknown* There are five houses, 
ibr public worship in the town and suburbs, all of 
which, exteriorly, having moxe the appearance of 
overgrown barns, or segments of a cotton-mill,, thaa 
temples for divine worship in a thriving and popu* 
lous place ; the interior economy of most of them be* 
ing in uniformity with their outward appearance*^* 
The town-house, although built only forty jears ago,, 
with a spire like a may-pole attached to it since that 
period, are both nearly in luins. The Subscription 
Rooms, which were built in 1821, are an exception 
in point of design and execution to the other public: 
edifices in the town. This building is eighty feet ivt 

* One of tliese has been lately rebuilt^ but without any daim^ 
ttfSteriorly, either ta ancient or modern azchltectural taite«. 
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fir^nt, ssxi omametrted witli a portico, in the Grecian 
style, supported with fi>ur beautiful columns. In the* 
interior is a large hall, 50 feet long by 26i feet wide^ 
and 21 feet high, having a handsome orchestra. 
There are six other apartments in the house, two of 
which are appropriated for a public library and a 
public news-room. The large hall has two rooms aU 
tached to it, and is almost constantly in use either 
as a theatre, dancing-school, ball-room, concert-rooiPf^ 
or auctipn-rooin. The house-keeper occupies one 
apartment only. In the remaining apartment is kept 
the philosophical apparatus of the school of arts and 
its library. The house was erected by subscription 
. in shares of five pounds each, the total cost amount* 
ing to about twelve hundred pounds. Ten-twelfth^ 
ef the expense of the undertaking were raised by a few 
of the spirited traders of the town in the course oT 
two or three months, waving all calculations of inter- 
est, looking only to the convenience and ornament of 
th^ir native place 



The Public Schools and Education of the town of 
HaWick have been destined, for generations, to an aU 
most extinguished existence ; a doom that has^ bng 
been inexplicable. One circumstance must be men-^ 
lioned that, although throu^out Scotland, a parish 
schoolhouse is understood to be as regularly met with 
as a church or a manse, the parish of Hawick is a» 
exception in this respect. The parochial teachei^ of 
English^ arithmetic^ &c» has the maiditium. saloiy 
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given by law, but he is burdened with two bye-teach^ 
ers, in the landward part of the parish, who receive 
a small part of this sum. He has had no public 
schoolhouse, however, since the year 1767, at whichh 
period it was carried away by an inundation of #he 
Slitrig, already noticed. There is also a grammaf 
school in the town, (where the languages are taught), 
which was founded about the beginning of last cen- 
tury, and at that period jather liberally endowed ;— 
a fixed salary of somewhere about forty pounds a- 
year, including a tenement of houses in the town^ 
being conveyed in perpetuity to the teacher, by the 
munificent founder, who also left a valuable theolo- 
gical library to his successors, ministers of the pa- 
rish. * 

Mr. Alexander Orroct, first minister of Hawick 
after theHevolution, was the founder of this semina* 
ry, and whose memory will long excite feelings of ge- 
nuine respect from a grateful community. Mr. Or- 
rock appears to have been a man of no ordinary at^ 
tainments, and whose views had been different, in 
many essential matters, from the priesthood of the 
time in which he liv^d. At a meeting of the synod 
of Merse and Teviotdale, he ventured to question 
the divine right (in conclave)- of these self-styled 
vice-gerents of the Prince of Peace» And because 



* Since the 9bove was written the twa scfaoob have bees 
united, but are still without a schoolhouse* 
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this benevolent and worthy man doubted the autho- 
rity of a few pigmy mortals, when assuming to them- 
selves some of the attributes of Deity, which God 
has declared he will not give to another, the reverend 
Mr. Boston, in his '^ Memoirs,*" teils his readers, 
that the minister of Hawick was a man of great as- 
surance and doubtful principles. Mr. Orrock, how- 
ever, notwithstanding the charge thus handed down 
to posterity against him, by a Fourfold Dreamer^ 
has left memorials in this place that will perpetuate 
his piety, his virtues, and his principles, when the 
nameless deeds and mystical writings of a certain 
class of divines shall have passed through the snuff- 
shop into oblivion. This respectable clergyman, al- 
though aware of the presumptfcn of some of his 
weaker brethren, was not devoid of a certain esprit 
des corpSy so formidable in those times. In illustrar 
tion of this, the parish records of Hawick furnish a 
rather curious incident. — It appears the town-clerk 
had been observed to be tipsy at a funeral, for which 
indecency he was called before the kirk-session. The 
lawyer no doubt would defend himself as well as he 
could, and probably would urge the venial nature of 
the offence, together with its ordinary and harmless 
occurrence, and that a man might be seduced into an 
over-glass at a time, almost upon any occasion. Per- 
haps, too, the legal oracle attempted a mitigation of 
punishment by an argument drawn from an analagoua 
case, which, to some of the reverend tribunal, might 
come nearer home, namely, that good a&d pious xoea 
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had been occasionally observed in zig-zag motion at 
very improper times. The arguments of the burgh 
lawgiver, however, appear from the record to have 
been; of no avail, for he was compelled " to kneel 
down on his bare hneesy and a>sJc pardon of God 
and the kirk-session T- " Such things were.*" 



It is rather extraordinary how two public semi- 
naries, endowed like these in this town, should have 
existed forupwardsof half a century without a school* 
house ; yet such is the fact r and whether this state 
of matters is owing to the careless guardianship of 
the presbytery, the apathy of ^he heritors, the want 
of enterprise in the teachers, or to the aggregate of 
these causes^, is undbrtain.. Perhaps the first public 
school-house tliat may be destined to retrieve the 
character of the place, in this respect, will be built 
independently of the legitimate authorities, namely, 
by the magistrates and town council, acting in ac- 
cordance with the views of the community, not only 
in the erection of a suitable building, but in the ap- 
pointment of, and endowing teachers of their own. — 
This work of utility would have been accomplished' 
•re this time, could the funds have been spared by 
the burgh ; but the numerous improvements executed 
of late years, in bringing water into the town, en- 
closing and. improving the common, repaying the 
streets, and lighting them in a respectable manner^, 
besides minor matters, have hitherto prevented the 
magistrates from seconding the views of the public 
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on this Important subject. The period seems at 
hand, hawever, when so useful. an undertaking can- 
not longer be delayed. 

Notwithstanding the check education must have 
sustained in such a state of things, the learning and 
improvement of the inhabitants, by other means than 
the usual parochial establishment, have been kept 
in tolerable progress. Sixty years ago, the educa- 
tion of this town and neighbourhood was in a very 
humble condition ; for although a little reading and 
writing were not uncommon anumg certain classes, 
.the people in general were nearly as well acquainted 
with the mysteries of VishnoOj as with the prin- 
ciples *«f aridhimetic, and were ^equally ignorant of 
the works of Euclid, and Shakspeare, and Newton, 
ras they were of the creeds of Confucius and Zoroas- 
ter. In those times the interesting subjects of gene- 
ral history and national politics had not entered into 
popular discussion ; nor had the middle or lower 
orders of .society received any of the useful and im- 
portant lessons they afford. Previous.to the war with 
the revolted colonies of North America, the desire of 
the people of Hawick fca: general in&rmation appears 
Xo have been moderate in the extreme, as one Edin- 
burgh newspaper was the limited medium through 
which all their political food was administered.— 
The American revolution fortunately " op'd a 
meket to the human mind,*" by which some of the 
jnost valuable rays of reason were transmitted to man. 
.Since ihat period, the education and intelligenoe of 
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this town have been gradually on the increa^^e ; and 
although barns, wrights^ shops, hayJofts, and 
smithies, have alternately been in requisition for 
school-rooms, learning has been progressive. The 
information of the community is at present main- 
tained and promoted by two public libraries, one of 
them extensive, and founded upwards of sixty years 
ago ; two public reading-rooms, which take in four 
London daily newspapers, five Edinburgh, and niie 
other provincial journals. Besides these, a num- 
;ber of other newspaper$ regularly arrive at the post- 
office, as a constant iand necessary supply to the 
Jiterary and political propensities of the people. The 
most respectable of the I^ondon and* Edinburgh 
periodicals, with numbers of a minor sort, from the 
overflowing bitterness of Blackwood to the twopenny 
tracts of the Methodists^ are likewise in circulation. 
This assortment of mental fare, or intellectual olio, 
is seasoned weekly by the ultra ministrations of 
Cobbet and John Bull Even these last are sup- 
posed to be of some utility, seeing they facilitate 
the evaporation of a quantity of inflammable matter, 
which, if suffered to accumulate too long, might ex- 
plode, to the serious annoyance of a great majority of 
his majesty^'s liege subjects. 



The state in which the public schools of Hawick 

• has continued for more than half a century, seems 

highly discreditable to the authorities connected with 

ihem. The want of these usual &cilities, and that 
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^^md etioouragemetit to learning, whicK Is so cha>i. 
^racteristic of Scotland, has long been acutely felt 
•dfnd complained of bj the inhabitants; and how' 
H;he heritors of the parish, or how the reverend presby- 
'tery could be unacquainted with, or permit such a 
'^tate of things, is not of easy explanation. In speak« 
^tng-of the parish of Hawick, it m^y be proper to 
«netttion, that the Duke of Buccleuch is placed in a 
^sition among the heritors, in the exact proportion 
as nine-tenths are to a whole; Of course, his Gfsice'*s 
influence in all parish matters must swallow up 
ievery other, like the rod of this Hebrew in an- 
cient times. It "is more than probable, however, 
^•little thing or nothing has ever been known respect- 
ing these schools by tlie nobleman in question. 



In reflecting upon the history ef modern Europe, 
in so far as it illustrates the progressive influence of 
beaming and science on the civilization of man, it is 
idifBcult to witness with temper any aberrations from 
«duty in those entrusted by law with the protection 
and eneduragement of education. When the harass- 
ing labours, and inadequately remunerated exertions 
of a teacher are disregarded, or received with uncon- 
'<»m by those who should rather reward and lighten 
his toils ; when the authorities in whom are vested 
the guardianship of learning neglect their duty, in 
^plaoe of affording the aid within their power in fur- 
therance of the in^portant avocations #f the school- 
^master^ general dissatisfaction is the result, and the 

K 
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commvuiity is apt to think lightly of authorities siieb 
AS these. On the other hand, how gratifying is it to 
observe gentlenien of fortune and influence step for- 
ward to promote the prevaknce of learning and to 
patronise the discoveries of science .* This nobis eon- 
duct must afford to generous minds unequivocal 
delight ;. while, at the same time, it evinces to 
the world an union of philanthropy and patriotism 
in individuals no less honourable to themselves than 
advantageous to society. 

The gradual amelioration in the s^te of mankind 
that has been in ^operation for some tune past is 
pleasing and consolatory, notwithstanding a &w tran- 
sient retrograde movements which nowiind then have^ 
interrupted the general improvement* The human 
mind is slowly, but certainly, acquiring an expansion 
and liberality through the medium joi letters, joined 
io the commercial intercourse of men, that seems 
fraught with consequences both interesting and mo- 
mentous. Perhaps it may be foretold, without any 
pretension to the second sight, that the prevalence 
of education, the lights «f science, the trading in- 
tercourse of nations, and the general intercourse of 
sentiment among, men, will congregates mass of in- 
formation and intelligence, which, in a few short 
years, must effect the remodulation of almost every 
existing institution in society. 



A School of Arts has just been founded in Hawick 
which originated in the public spirit and munificence . 
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of Mf. DtMiglas of Cavers. There are upwards of 
200 subscribers to the institution, and Mr. Wilson, 
of the parent school in Edinburgh, is engaged to open 
this new seminary of education by a course of lectuiea 
during the present autumn* 
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CHAPTER XII. 

There are- six places of public worskip in the towir- 
cf Hawick and its immediate vicinity, whose atten- 
dants are all on the best terms of social intercourse 
vith each other, namely, two Established Churches, 
two IVf eeti^grhouses of the Associate Synod,, a Rdieir 
Chapel, a small building belonging to the Society of 
friends, and a room for a ff?w Baptists. 

To persons who are any way conversant with the 
history of Christendom, there is nothing remarkable 
in this number of religious nonconformists in a small 
tpwn, seeiqg that circumstances or opinions of tba- 
most trifling nature, have frequently been the cause 
of popular and lasting divisions in the church. In 
tJTnes of recent date, as well as in more early ages,, 
these divisions were attco^ded with lamentable conse^ 
quences,,and the progress of humanity has often been 
irppeded, and society ifself outraged, by the soul-, 
sickening devastation of religious feuds. It would 
DOW appear, however, that the spirit which operated 
in these conteQtions has lost its acrimony, so that 



d by Google 



^ TATE. OF RELIGIOiyS PABTIES. 101" 

throughout Europe, except in a comer or two under * 
Bourbon sway^ men have ceased to destroy one ano--^ 
ther for the glory of their Mi^er. In no place, per.^: 
haps, & thn great change in the human character: 
more apparent than in the town of Hawick. Forty^ 
years ago, the hostility that was kept up between the- 
Burgher and Anti-burgher sectaries, who have but. 
recently been united, was of the moit uncompromis-* 
ing nature, whilst their combined aspersions of the- 
national church W'as in the ratio of their abuse of each: 
other. At the present day, how pleasing is it to ob-^* 
serve the liberal and ohristian^like change that has. 
taken place ! The Dissenters, whose fathers would! 
' scarcely buy or sell with one another, now meet with^ 
good-will in the same place of worship. The priests 
who; in former times, kept these animosities alive, 
have passed away, and have^been succeeded by pastors 
wbiE> inculcate maxims and possess qualities and man-^ 
neifs more in unison with those of gentlemen; and.» 
fidlowing the example and precepts of their great* 
Mast^, are, in general, htnnble, peaceable, and hu-- 
mane ; althougli, at times, they may conceive it a 
duty^ ta enforce upon their hearers some of th^ diffi- : 
cuUies of the creed, they do so with charity to those. 
who may not be able to say Armn^ while the undis-^. 
puted duties of man are* taught with reason, and fre- 
quency, and firmness. ."This is a consummationr 
that has long been devoutl^r wished.^ It is a fore-^ 
taste of the victory of knowledge, experience^ and! 
truth,, over error, prejudice, and. fanaticism^ i ■ u 
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Thbi^h the change that' has thus been wrought on-^ 
the character of society has generally heen ascribed 
to the influence of literature, in conjunction with the* 
trading intercourse and civilized institutions of rouR,' 
yet an opinion has been hazarded that the^ergy have* 
had'a share iu.pron\o.tijag~ the amelioration and for- ' 
bearance, so perceptible in* religious concerns, from, 
the fear of a common enemy, who, it is said, has in. 
these latter timesi made, a lodgement in the human) 
Sfiind. Be^ this as it m%y, which is of little conse-' 
quence, the progress that has been made within ther 
last fifty years, in matters of essential interest to the* 
human race, is of incalculable value, when contrast-t 
ed with the ignorance and mischievous z^al of a fur-t , 
xner period. 

1 '' '" ' " '■ 
An observation is. repeated daily,, and no^ where » 
oftener than- in this town, that the respectability and.>^^ 
obnse(|uent usefulness, of. clergymen have diminished/ 
considerably during the last half century. Of for«- 
mer times it is reported^ that the minister was almost, 
invariably the second personage i«i the parish, for in.v 
formation and importance ;. and that he was generally: 
a relative of the baron, of the baronyV or «cme other; 
great man, which added to his s^perdotal xh^raoter, 
gave hioQ an ixifluence in £ociety,,that is in vaiitlookfid^ 
lor by any individiial among the clergy of- the pre- 
sent day. And it is farther alleged, that from a*, 
falling off in dignity, a sinking from that superiority* 
of station and ^)ower, which fonoaerly diiOinguUhcd, 
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itilness in the priesthood ; and, consequently, a de-« 
terioration of the morals and chanf^cter of the people.-* 
With all defesenoeto opinions which are held by many., 
respeetable men, there is.xeason to believe that the. 
principal positions* just noticed, are founded in error : 
a closer examinaUon of the subjeet^will perhaps show, . 
that the priesthood ha¥£ not sunk in any degree from^ 
- their former statip<i^r although, owing to their nuni'^ 
hers now-a^ays, fbw^of them^c^obe within the ties:, 
of consanguinity to lords>of the manor; particularly 
when it is considered how many avenues tofiuneand" 
£^rtune are at-present opened to the junior branches* 
rf noble or wealthy families, by ipeans. of.the army,^, 
the bar,, and the multitude of public offices, which arC' 
necessary to keep in motion 4he complex machinery • 
oj' the "State. : £u|; although our minist»!» of religion^. 
cannot boast i^high connections, they-will neverthe^ 
less be foun4>< if is pr^^umed, as well educated and 
informed, as capable of giving instruction in the;dciv.iL 
a^d religious duties, . and as competent to discharge . 
ei^ery function. of their office, as the priests.-of formef,. 
times. The difference that appears in the relative., 
wtuations of the-people and clergy mea of our own. 
time, when compared with an earlier^ period, is per^ 
baps, more owing io the people^ having ri^en nearly 
i0 a level with their pa^tars^ than in consequence of. 
the latter having sunk from their former. pre-emi- 
nent stations. Education, . social . intercourse, . the^ 
Ijasyaience. of literature and seience,, together yrkk' 



d by Google 



J^4 HTBTOBV OP: HAWICK. 

fike Intenningling of mankind through trading and^ 
Gommercial pursuits, have completely^ changed the^ 
aspect of society, and have called mtxh existence, 
amass of intelligence that was* hitherto unknown;, 
and, while this revolution in human a&irs has been:: 
going on, the rank mid intellectual character of the 
priesthood have^ eomps^rativel; speakings he&^ sta- , 
tdonary. 

It is presumablej. also, that another position no-: 
ticed has no better foundation,, namely, that *' the^ 
efficiency and usefulness of dergymen have lessened 
in proportion as the: bulk of mankind have becomer 
in&nned and civilized.'^ It is understood to bead- : 
mitted at this dliy^ thatthe civilisation and iniidli-. 
gence of a people must, in the natuse- of things, pro-; 
mote a regard far the good laws and institutions of a. 
country^ as well as a genuine* respect for thr magi- 
strates who are tlie depositaries of those lawjs,. and*: 
through whom, as a medium,, the peace and pr^os-r.' 
perity of a nation are secured by the operation of: 
even-handed justioe. In a state, of society similarly;; 
informed,, so must it be with genuine rdiigioni dis-t 
•pensed by an intelligent, xsespectable,,and independent; 
clergy; The influence- of a respeptaUe dergyman* . 
roust ever continue to operate; Hi$ attainmflBls im 
teaming ; his authority in. civil, as wellas in eede^. 
astical matters, his station ix). the ocnmntmity^ and. 
his high, office, as a teadier of the sublime piee^ta; 
of Jesus Christ, a system of morals ^ so applicable ton 
iim wants and comforts^, and so intenrfi^pea. with, the; 
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character and constitution of man, must collectively ' 
have a gseat weight. A peron who is capable of: 
al^ting wilh -propriety, iji; a situation such as this, 
must command no ordinairy share of respect; and,!^ 
in- any age, must of necessity be a.kader of the • 
people. 

But the inherent^ dignity and- influence of .'any:- 
situatioB in society may be neutralized or cast away,; 
]^ ft* multitude of m^am* TheiiodbcaUify of one' 
man, tbesellishness of a second, the dogmatism of a. 
third, and tfee -servility of a fourth, , will tarnish the'- 
dignity and subvert the- authority of any order of' 
men, no matter how high soever in station, or fenced'. 
round with unmeaning prejudice or indefensible pre- . 
iQBgative.- Were itc permitted for alaymaa.ta-in*i 
terferiB in clerical matters, it might be observed, that 
the present period presents new and ominous appear- - 
ances in rdigious affairs.^ A- race of preachers have 
sprung up, even in this country, whose qualifications 
for -the office, are not of the ordinary sort. Iii for- . 
mer time^,; learning and a toleicable share of common- 
sense were understood td^be necessary qualities in a'. 
preacher of religion, and before a man presumed to , 
ifistrucj; his brethren ip so important a' subject, it 
wa$ usual that he should be in possession of some - 
jrational and manifest pretensions to beconcie an in- . 
structor of his species. A state of' tbings,.,however,* 
has been witnessed of late of a very different descrip- 
tion. Teacherii have arisen in the present day who.: 
ku^h 9^ guch old-fashioned r^quisifcpsj, as^ leaxuiiigT 
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and information^ and boas^ forsooth^ that they will 
have none of these; but, like Joanna Sputheofe^ and 
Prince Hohenlqe, they are,, they assert^ in posaessiioa 
of other and better qualifications., 

These lay preachers of modem times assume to* 
themselves wonderful attributes and consequences.. 
Although they may have no more knowledge of the 
topogmphy of Palestine than they have of the island, 
of Borneo;, although they are equally informed, in: 
the history of Christendom and that of China ;, alike ^ 
conversant with the proceedings of the Council of 
Trent and mystery of MahometV ascent tO' heaven > 
although some of these modest spiritual guides are^ 
incapable even of reading three sentences of their own;; 
language correctly, they venture to have, ascertained; 
to correctness the number and ^haracte^r of t];ie select. 
They attempt, indeed^ to describe,, with sapient tni-^ 
nuteness,, the chaos that preceded creation, and even* 
presume to dilate, with the particularity of a mathe-; 
matician, on the Omnipotence which called this mag-r 
nificent world into existence. Although, in some 
cases, void though they be of the cominon elementa-; 
ly information that separates infant knowledge from 
ignorance, they d^sh. into religious difficulties as a. 
soldier would dash into a breach,, and solve the mys* 
teries of the christian faith with as much, apparent 
ease and self-eomplacency as Uncle Toby smoked his« 
pipe, disposing, at the same time,, of nine-tenths of 
their fellow^creatures to a place of eternal misery, the 
situation and government of which they describe 
with the most confident accuracy.. 
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When the respectable theological teachers of a 
country are threatened to be superseded hj a herd 
of illiterate fanatics, all is not right: a radical de- 
fect must exist aomei|rhere, either in the beneficed 
preacher, in the capacity of the people, in the nation* 
al government, or it may be derived from all these 
causes collectively. It behoves the clergy, however, 
in a particular manner, to reflect upon the subject. 
The order and welfare of society may or may not 
be put to hazard by such a state of things ; but it 
would appear the usefulness, if not the existence of 
the priesthood must ultimately ,be at stake. The 
historv of the church is fimitfiil in anomalies, but the 
one in ^estion is so stijmge, '^ so passing strange,^ 
in the nineteenth century, as to warrant, if possible, 
an exclusive consideration. A dUigent enquiry oh 
the part of those more immediately interested will, 
in fdl pobability, be«uccessful in explaining the 
phenomena connected with it 

There is nothing so apt to injure the character 
and usefulness of a public man, as to have his inde- 
pendence or his honour called in question. Should 
the conduct either of a minister of state, or of a 
minister of religion, be such as to bring these into 
suspicion, his influence with the people is at an end. 
Although such men could preach as if by inspiration, 
or were gifted with the eloqueil^ of Demosthenes ; 
although the church or the senate should ring with 
their talents and their fame; though their riches 
night overflow, like those of Croesus, and withal 
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they should give idiiui to the poor; gucb possessions 
SDdirirtuesiirouId avml J;hem Ibdte, did doubts of ind^ 
.pendence or honour ti«ige their pubUc ^ conduct.-^ 
.■There is a discriminatiqg jealousy iix the oommutii^ 
.irhich their superiors appear 4u>t to be aware of, btft 
,to which public men would do well to attend. T)ie 
ministers of religion ought to be pahietdarly alive ft) 
this. The precepts they nmst daily inculcate ai% 

' so incompatible *with atiy aberrations froin public 
virtue,: any servile bendiiig*to .power, or ■tnifckiing' to 
superiors, thati a.fi^lse litep, th ^these sespects,. by it 
clergyman, is viewed with more than ordinary se^ 
.-verity. When th^ governttieht fingages in -E^war of 
'doubtAil. policy or justice, the mtniaters of the I^rincie 
of Pedce, woi«Id evince ^i$dom in being slow totaled 
a side, rather than prompSy and indiseiSTninately to 
>echo d)e determination of the court and ^^ cry h^voc! 
,and let slip the dogS of war.^ I£ Itn interesting and 
unfortunate Queen is tobeput toth^ bar of hcrcoontry, 
.and the issue to involve .the Ufe or the honour of the 
victim, under circumstances unexampled, perhaps, 
even in the history of royalty, it is singular that a 
certain order of men should,' with a &w trifling ex- 
Sceptions, obey the man^late or r^uest df the court to 
treat the illustrious sufferer as. guilty, without trial, 
without evidence, and without being heard. It is 
inconceivable to aveligious people hoW an Assemhijr 

^f Divines should, annually, address the First Magi- 
strate of the State, in language, the very cream of adu- 
4ation, almost iipon, every actof government-i when it 
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-appears evident to comw>n observers, that the busi- 
ness of a ^iQ^ and the precepts of the Gospel can* 
not have a remarkable > affinity to each other in these 
'fimes, when «the changing or oscillating state of our 
own national aflkirs, as well as those of foreign 
countries, is duly considered. A constant and un- 
sifting approval of public measures is but a doubtful 
evidence of principle, and must have no indirect 
tendency to weaken* the fabric it is meant to support. 
The ministers of the established church of Scotland 
are placed in as ind^ndent and respectable a «tate 
as can be attained in British society. Their situa«> 
tion is: independent of .the .government, independent 
of the;patron9 independent-of their congregation, inde- 
{>endent of one another, and independent of every au- 
.thority,- save that of public opinion — ^with an income 
commanding 4dl the ^ejessaries of life, perhaps all its 
comforts .too, and, in many cases,, not a few of its 
luxuries. .Of an order of men so circumstanced^ and 
without being allured by the golden dreams of a 
deanery or a bishop's see, on the one hapd, and re- 
lieved from the terrors of preaching to, starvation in 
a twenj^ pounds curacy on the ot}ier, the clergy of 
the. Scottish church are enabled to move in & respect- 
able rank of society, with the honour that is due to 
the character of their, office, and constitute a portion 
pt that num^pus and active class of the community, 
called the Middle Orders; among whom are to be 
found, (according J;q the. opinion of Earl Grey) "*the 
'^',strength, and worth, and wisdom of the empire^"" 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

The preceding observations, though perhaps crude 
in kind, and feeble in application, originate in since- 
rity, and in a desire to see the interests of society at-* 
tended lo, by men who tire competent to be useful^ 
and who have it in their power to give a direction to 
the puUic mind, in civil as well as in religious mat- 
ters. The duty^of clergymen in the prnsent day is 
of a m(»re arduous nature, perhaps, than some of that 
hoiy seem- to r^rd it. Dr. Chalmers, and the di« 
vines who imitate him at a respectiul distance, may 
certainly attempt to resuscitate the^ltia opinions of 
ftrmer times, but it is doubtful whether such doe^ 
irines are useftil to the body congregate, or have any 
tendency to promote the influence of the church in 
l^esent circumstances. Are they ignorant of what is 
^ssing in their day and generation ? In the im- 
proved '^tate of society in this country, a great, pro- 
|K>rtion of the people are not disposed to take the ip^ 
\9e dixit of any man for truth, no matter whether it 
rbe tq^ scientific, political, or relq^ious subjecti^ but 
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there will ever be a disposition in the community to^ 
venerate unassuming men of education and experi* 
ence, to respect men of honour and sineerity, to bo* 
qour men of talents and principle, and to' appreciate, 
the diligent and xespectable teachers of religion. It 
has been observed by high politioal authority that 
*^ men. are no longer to be governed in the old way,"^' 
This was a sijgnificant hint^ and well calculated ttp 
make an impression of some depth on the govemonr 
and teachers of Europe.. Another position appeared 
Ifitely in a respectable periodical work^ that woul2 
have staggered the belief of former generations, name^ 
ly, ^^ that the pen of a celebrated northern reviewer 
is more powerful than the. £ve hundred thousand 
bayonets of the emperor of the Calmucks.^ Thesd- 
are certainly sayings of some novelty^^ that piaobably 
ere long will force themselves into general notice, and 
command attention from the rulers and instructors of 
mankmd. Shoidd. the * old conjunct' reign of foret*. 
and deception* be destined to give way to that of rei«> 
son and virtue, a respectable and independent diergy^ 
rxian might perhaps supersede such expensive digni-^ 
^ries as archbishops, bishops,, and deans v and even 
field marshals might be dispensed with ;- and when a. 
country scboohnaster might be deemed of more use^ 
tha» a prebendary of Durham or a gpvefnoi o£ 
Bei^wick. 

. The pctople of Hawick, like the inhabitants of 
other manufacturing towns, are not inattentive to pub* 
lie affairs, although they have seldom thought it pruw 



d by Google 



112 HISTORY OF HAWICIC, 

dent to interfere in sucH matters. Having no voice 
in forming the Hduse of Commons^ they are happily,: 
at unhappili/f placed beyond the pale of the eonsti tu« 
don in political concerns, and are, of course, unknown 
n the state. There are two gentlemen- in the town, 
however, out o^ a population of between four fmd 
five thousand, who have a vote in returning the 
ifiember for the county. . This is understood to be 
not an unfair sample of the system of virtual represen-^ 
lotion in Scotland. The public revenue raised in' 
this town is considenUe in direct taxes alone, from- 
stamps, . postage of letters, licenses, assessed taxes, 
Stc, ; besides what is derived from indirect taxation, 
^yough the daily ccmsumption of taxed articles, by 
an industrious, thriving, and social community ; yet 
the inhabitants, from the first magistrate down to' 
the burgh officers, have iio more connection with the^ 
legislature, no more to say in the imposition or regu* 
Ifttioa of the public burdens tiian thia; people of Kam-i 
sebatka or Owhyhee. 

- Upon one or two occasions ike inhabitants of this** 
towp havebeen ti^mpted to lool^ over the partition wall^ 
which separates them from the rights of citizenship,, 
and have approached both King ani Parliament by 
petition. In one instance they had the honour to^ 
inako an ixi^pression on the honoi^rable house, by a 

petition relative to trade, presented by one of thot 
members for Coventry* some years ago. Iti thi^.^ 



«.; Mr. imi<;ev 
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l^etilion were embodied some of the principles de^ 
veloped by an eminent statesman iii his struggle for 
the repeal of the celebrated orders in councily together 
with a few pbin observations on taxation,, and als6 
on the protections, monopolies, and restrictions in: 
trade, which, though: long unknown, c^ unheeded, by 
die government, are suggested by the common sense* 
of every man. who; is capable of reflecting on such, 
'inatters.. The petition, in the^ course of reading,, 
had die honour somehow or other to be interrupted 
Vith^*hear! hearT 

V During the trial of the late Queen« when the feeU 
ihgs and q^mpadiiies of the people were so esecited, 
that theix patriotic cousage was almost ^^ screwed tO' 
the sticking pkce;**^ while the peace and character 
of the kingdom ** like a clipped guinea trembled in 
the seales,"" this, toim addressed her Majesty, and . 
ventured to* assure her, that the bill of pains and 
penalties would not pass even* in *^ the* Hospital of 
Ineurables,^^ the moral obstacles in it» way were sO' 
numerous and irresistible. The answer of the Qaeen> 
to diis address was affable and pointed, and hoped ' 
the cruel and impolitic measure would meet its me- 
rited £ite;. Her Majesty intimated, at the same 
rime, that the magistrates and inhabitants of 
Hawick were the first among the milHona who had 
addressed' her, that had foretold the discomfiture of 
h^r persecutors.. ' 

The ministers of the crown, upon this occasion,. 
^Bot t0;be envied.. They either were igamaxit 
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of the public -feeliug and int^igenGei or they /van ted 
txiurage to advise and disabuse their Sovereign.*'?-* 
From ignorance, or pusillanimity ia the govemmenti 
however, or sqm^thoig in affinity to <uck failings, 
the : empire W2|s placed in. a stale o£ peril that for tw(> 
^njturies had AOt'been its lot... 
^ As .the first alarms of th^ Frcndi rt volution have 
subsidy, and NappleouJs no more ; astthe Bourbon 
Hero > has prolonged fer a few years tfae»miseries of 
the priest-ridden^ wretches o£.Spai]i; as there is no* 
thing apparently to hurt or annoys the^ interests of 
misnde aud legitiimacy from '■ the Medit'eraniiean to 
|he. Whiter Sea,, ftora Heligoland to the Crimea r 
and, aboyeaH, the poliay of the. late Mr. Pitt is 
a^ut to find its lev^^.tn hi« successors h^^vii^g, at 
thereleveach hour, di^vered that's /sttte is .like an- 
individual, and. cannot (3o well unless ilai expenditure 
be wil;hi]ii, iji^ income,-f-tbere is a chance >that the 
ecrors.of ^^thegi^eat man now no,,more,^ may be iq^ 
part . corrected.. The Chancellox; of- the ]Sxchequer 
aj?d his friends, in the;Cabinet have a 8ingulai:4a3k to 
^i-forni. 4-t the same^ t we that they profesa to be 
guided by. the p{in(i^iple« of the^ ** Heayeskborn 
Minister,?^ (if a^ay pjgx^n ci^^uld tell wh^t these prin-< 
cijples are), they h%ye ,tULrCPQcer|c a»d:exsiev$e i»ea<r 
si^res; which that sta^esm^a^. never ojdae . af^peared ta 
haye.dr^ajned of,^. aaid while, the liberal part of the 
Administration perj^eive, with an unity of vision^ :the 
Jijsefise and ex^eppie^ of tlip, s|ate, ;|hey^have. their 
,QRU9ague$ tpr,m^age in thi old^ c^Avialiqn tb9t' tb« 
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State is not diseased ; that the machine works well ; 
^kai things are just, as they should be ; and that 
$he^ " PUot had effectually weathered the storm."! 
Thisy assuredly, is no ordinary^labour in a minority 
of the cabhiet as is supposed : * but it is> not^ likely to 
be of' much longer dnration, as theretiringyo¥iin old 
man or *two ^must be near at hand,: together with thafr 
of the first-captain of the age, who, it is said, once 
forgot himself so* far at a foreign court as to affix hist 
name' to a document which, jn effect, invited any lufr 
fian to put a late military Emperor out qf^ie-way.^ 
. . It would rather appear that our -practical 'Statesi^ 
men ar& gradually rec^ving benefit from the lights 
of experience ;• yet out of respect for the memory of 
their deceased champion,, they^are unwilling .to oon»i 
iess it. This is a species of %elf*denial not: very well 
suited to- the pre^nt taste and infiMrraataon-df the 
public^ and^ is as apt to injure theidbanHSterof some 
Imng political leadttt»^ as i^isto'support the faine of 
their departed.; hero, indeed^ appearances in .'thia 
matter savoujr so mnch'^of polUiccd'hklTnbujg^ as not; 
to be palatable to panons whose|;a}libility used to be of 
the easi^t and most aecommodatir^ sort. Uj^n the 
wshole, it seems probable that the period is net dis^ 
tant- when people of all ranks wfflloob oii the n^w 
tional^Ucyrof-the last thirty^yeans^wkh sentiments 
of strong dt^probationr and regret ; -and when tlm 
memory of their author and his ooadjutors shall re». 
eAre the di^inction that has occasionally h^gm 
^ard^. to. .ministers of .^atsM£4n..everj^oousitr2. ^^ - 
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It has been obsenved,. tfiat tbe knowredge and p&«> 
«ribtua3i:of mbdennMatesinen are limited to the bam> 
metrioal fSiect opetated by their measures on the ro- 
eeipts at thelBsechequer ; and that the grand test for 
ascertaining tile prosperity of the country and tbe "w'if^ 
dom of the gorvemmeBt is the money that can be 
drawn annually from the industry or capital of the 
eommuniity;! This is not unlike rschicing the venei> 
sable inseitutTom of £ing^ Lords, and' Commons to 
what a radical, banmet (b^ging his pardon) qidls a 
rimple iaaing wiaehine.. Sanur pdittcians of the 
present day would estimate the sagacity of rulers, 
and the wdl-^oii^ of the states by a different pnK 
'0^, and wK)uld undertake tis^ show, that in proportion 
as Ae receipts at ^e Exchequer are increased' the 
eountry must be ihjurBd ;: but surely a sounder mode 
may be diseo^red for ascertaining the prosperity of 
the empire than the splendid extravagance of ^ena-^ 
tional establishments; the multiplicity and expense 
of the public servants ;: or, in. general by the money 
expended by the government. Gibbon, the pmfound 
historian of Rome, observes, that ^^ As the^ extent 
and splendour of that empire became imposing, the 
health and- safisty of the state wene impaired.. As; 
&rts, and gairisons, and soldiers were^mutteqilied, the. 
^triotic energies of the people and,, conse^ently, the 
strength of'the governm^it nnperoeptibly gave way:"^ 
so that, while the emperor oould scarcely count the^ 
•umber of his courtiers and generals, Attila was mak« 
lag pmgrcss on. the frontien. While the court and! 
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capital rung with shouts of bastard lojraltjr, the alle- 
giance and public spirit of' the provinces had become 
negative things. All without' seemed sound and 
mighty ; all within was crazy and rotten ; and wjiea> 
^e Cossacks of those times attacked the ^'eternal 
citj,^^ few and feeble were the ddenddrs of imperials 
Rome. It is more than singular that facts^ sapreg-.. 
nant with instruction^ should not.be duly appreciated; 
^i the present daji.. 
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CHAPTER XIF. 

Thx Paiibh Chiuch of Hawiek stands on a consider-^ 
able eminence, in the centre of the town, and is to 
be seen ^rom every direction ; but, alas ! the fabric, 
with the old spire attached to it,, is more like a iar- 
meF^6> granary or- ham*, witii a fiuge* steam^ efitmnef 
stnckupon it, l£an a templb of devotion, although' 
no situation can be more inviting for the erection o£ 
a handsome building;. 

The nature of the* property and interior arrange^ 
mentofthiis» churchy together with its bapplicability 
to the parishioners aa- a place of wonship, make it 
without a pas«lkl perhaps in the history of ecclesias- 
tical affiiirs. The building is calculated to contain 
about seven hundred siiters. The seats finr five hun« 
dred and fifty of tiKse belong to a few fermevs iu. the 
kndwacd part of the parish, and ociciqpy the whde 
ground BX&a, of the Qhurchv There are two galleries, 
one of which belongs to the establishment of the 
Suke^ Buccleuch at Branxholm ; the other^ where 
ite. nfitagistral^ «it,^ is the property of a. &w individu*^ 
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als. An $ide is attm$hed to the centre of the churcli^ 
with a gallery, which holds a small number of sit^ 
ters. The aisle is the property of the kiik session, 
and three other proprietors. From this statement, it 
will be obfiocvcd, that owing to the tmall sise o[ tho 
buil^g, tBgiether with die nature of the property, 
nine-tenths of the inhabitant^ of the town may abso* 
lutely be excluded fiom the church. It would apr 
pear, in fi^t, that at the rebuilding of this church, so^ .. 
late as the year 1768, the heritoxi had toigat that 
the inhabitants cf fiawjd^ were parishioners. Suck 
a state of things might be viewed li{^y in places 
where iseoeding or methodistical heresy is faafaaonabley 
but this is not the case here, and how the interests of 
the national chuidi. should be so n^lected in a place 
known to be attached to the establishment, and where 
the various winds of sectarianism have (comparative* 
ly speaking^ for generations blown harmlessly over 
the good sense of the people, is not for a lay*man to 
divine ; bai assuredly the authorities in ecdesiastical 
affairs do not consult the interest or strength of the: 
church in suffering -sudi a state of matters to remain. 
The bishops and dignitaries of the church of £ng« 
land would almost be tempted to barter their robes; 
and mitres for an audience so numerous and respect*; 
able as that which gsatifies the feelings, and inakesr 
light the labour^ of the popukr and worthy Minister, 
of HawicL, How. long the English church shaU, 
continue.in wealth and power, wjhile its clergy preach;^ 
to^ emgtaf benches, an^ the people.follow 4>thcr .tus^chM 
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erp) is« question for the coosideration of Gbvenh. 
ment, but evidently this is not« healthy state of 
things. Had 'the hte Chancdlor^^f the Exchequei^ 
in^hen he procured a vote 'of -the public -money for 
the erection of churches, where '^eir success must 
be so doubtful, 'passed a 4aw for the enlargement of 
those where religion was thriving, it wcmId^ have sa- 
voured more of wisdom, perhaps, tban^planting them 
in deserts, or than building them intd^ns, to cateh 
recruits, where the churches • previously. estaUisb^ 
were half^mpty. Had Mr. Vansittait got a bill 
carried through the Houte to compel a' belief in the 
miracles' of Prince 'Hohenloe, it would have been 
equally efficient and useful as that for the multipli- 
cation <6f churches. The Church of England, surely, 
swallows up a sufficient quantity of the profits of in- 
dustry already, and> the minister of state who shall 
^ear that time-worn (q>pressiv« absuidity of its 
superfluous wealth will deserve more<of his country, 
and occupy a more enviable page of its history, than 
the statesmen of Bramber andCorfe Castle andXord 
Bexley ^a boot. 

In reflecting upon chuvch affairs, perhaps, it may 
not be improper to revert to a subject that is rather 
a prominent one among' the events witnessed by the 
{Msent generation, namely, the number and influ- 
c^ice of itinerant Lay Preachers, who. threaten a sort 
df reactioin on the religious impose ^which has blessed 
this<$euntry fof^ a considerable petiod. The inhabi- 
tants of H»wl6k hav5 had, frtqucnt. opportuniuss of 
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l^eartng the poor orations of some of these teachers 6f 
non-coinformityc The eaitiestn^ss and apparent en*" 
thusiasm with which they atteippt to lead their hear-^ 
ers; their persevering efforts to re-ingraft upon the 
huxnan mind some of the dangerous dogmas and 
profitless difficulties that have rent asunder the peace 
ef society itt former times; the venomous vehe* 
mency in which they occasionally indulge against 
their clerical Qpponents; the negative nature of 
their efibrts, when inculcating '* the weightier rhat- 
ters of the law ;*" the manner in which they blink (ft 
nullify the practice and eternal precepts of Hiui 
whom they ^all their Masfer, are alike decisive of 
their usefulness as teachers, and their talents as men. 
It is unfortunate that several ministers of undoubted 
abilities, and consequent influence in the church, 
should, in accordance with these clerical mechanics, 
promote a revival of severe or illiberal views in re- 
ligious eoacems that ^ultimately may endanger th^ 
peace of the country. 

The direct interference of government beii^ out 
of the question in such matters, other modes of pnJ- 
cedure may be resorted to, and the first corrections 
that seem to present themselves are a more sound and 
extensive education of the people, together with a 
more equal and moderate distribution of the incom^ 
of the priesthood who are beneficed by law. The 
enormously endowed livings of the church of Eng- 
land are a fruitfol and n^er-iailing source ofdedau 
mation, und any person who will take the trouble -to 

M 
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aaalyze the absurdities ot that establishment may,' 
with perfect safety, urge mimerotis absurdities of his 
Qwii, this being a topic -that jenables any orator to 
pass muster in certain religious assemblies, and wltl 
dub almost any preacher a luminary bsxA a saint. 
By giving additional encouragement to education and 
learning, too, a bulwark of information and ^ocio/ or- 
der would be gradually established, against which 
liemagogues.of.e^irery description would wield their 
iveapons in vain,, or with little success. The progress 
of humanity would then become mote .regular and 
smooth. .The current .of .religious ;knowledge would 
then move onward, likc;^ plaicid stream, unruffled by 
the spurts of enthusiasm, or the shallows of bigotry. 
While, in political matters, the s^itious insolence of 
Wat Tyler y Southey, ot Hunt would cease to em« 
bzoll, apd^the.tergiversations of Cobhett.t* disgust ; 
seeing, .that in .a sound/and intelligent state of .soci- 
ety, the conjoined powers of information and virtue, 
operating like gravitation, would keep such spirits 
down,. as* they are x^turally buoyant only in flooded 
jQT troubled waters. \ 

It is both curious and edifying to observe how bo- 
dies /composed -of the light and drossy elements of hu- 
man nature are lifted up. and tumbled down h^ the 
revolutions of fortune^s wheel, while the more sterling 
portion of the species, ever ready to pfompte the 
public good, attract each other like kindred metals, 
and, move in useful unobtrusive o«^^r round its centre. 
Although it may be unhappy to compai:e /V^Ossa 
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to a- wart."^ it mU^t occur to many, that the ambU 
tionof Napoleon and the pnsunipltian of Hunt are 
pne in kind. Napoleon, after he had chastised thi^ 
aggressors on France, attempted, in his turn, not oiw 
ly to destroy the independence of every stat^ in £u* 
rope, but also to overthtoir tbe^ prejudices and put 
down the common sense of mankind 1^ the force of 
his five hundred thoojiand bayonets. ; ^* The sons of 
Zeruiah (however) were too bard for him,'^ as waa 
observed by a fighting monarch of old. Hunt endea^ 
voured .to reform the potitical institutions of his coun^ 
^7. ^7: commencing hostilities against reformers of 
every desorip^opi, who did not see, eye to eye, with 
Jumin that difficult^and mighty undertaking. . He 
pretended to be a friend of the people, while he scat- 
tered firebrands among the most intelligent and libe- 
ral daises of society ;* an<t at the same time that he 
abused a Tory minister, for mal^ministxation, ha 
splashed, with the cream of Billingsgate, gentlemen 
whose lives have beei^ spent in opposing the misruki 
he complains of. . Napoleon pit down pigmies, and 
set up giants* Hunt and his associates were^aalike^ 
ly to put down -giants and set up pigmies. The bay^ 
onets of Napoleon failed in accomplishing his object ;' 
and the illiberal asp^ions of Hunt must sink him 
to his native obscurity, if GoKemmentwill only keep 
their hands off him, and do not play^ the. trs^. come- 
dy of Wilkes, over again. It is to be hoped the sanqie ' 
fate awaits oar theoliigical itinerants, who pvetend to' 
take their followers to heaven thitnigh the eye of a 
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neefle ; as it is rather ivciprobable at tlie present 
day that such moral and political physicians will be 
liiottght competent to administer any healing balm 
to the infirmities of either church or state. 



. Perhaps it may not be improper here to notice, 
that symptoms have made their appearance, in more 
districts of the country than one, of a wish among 
some uidiyiduals of the clergy e( the established 
church of Scotland to interfere with the free and ex- 
tcauiye communications of commerce and tradei^- 
trhis will undoubtedly be conceived a heavy char^, 
and one that. is likely to be repelled with indigna* 
tion. It is therefore necessary to premise that no in- 
tentions are imputed to that reverend body hostile to 
the trading, or commercial enterprise of the oDuntry ; 
only that the proceedings of certain church courts, as 
reported by the periodical press, (should government 
. «Upw them to. take e0ect), are calculated to check the 
trading pursuits of the people; although, perhaps, 
toothing is more, distant firom the views of those with 
whom such, motions, or overflowings of zeal, origi- 
nate. The publio are informed^ however, that one 
presbytery had been deliberating how to shut the na- 
vigation of a* canal on Sunday"; while another pres- 
bytery 'were occupied in discussing the propriety of 
putting a stop to the travelling of stage-coaches on 
that day. These restrictions might be highly pro- 
per were it possible to confine their application to 
i^lemeas or pleasure, the. isonstant indulgence in^hich 
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hy perscms in different ranks of life on- the Sabbath 
must disturb the devotion of their neighbours ; but 
how is the distinction to be made between persons 
who travel for pleasure on Sunday, ^and -those who 
are. compiled to it. by- urgent business or want of 
health ?. Beside^^ if the commercial and industrious 
jjiprtions of -the p^ple.are to bex;hecked in'their busi* 
pesfror recreations on that day^ ac6 there^any simi* 
lar restrictions in contemplation- to a^ly - to the 
higher orders, or to the Government of the country? 
IsmyXordV coachman and outrider to be ordered^ 
to church,, coach and horses to be locked up, and hi^ 
lordship thus forced to. sit, perhaps to sleep, -at-home ' 
all Sunday ?. Is it intended to interfere with the ope- 
rations of y government on/ the Sabbath? Ar« his 
M'ajesty'*s ships ta«lie at anchor on tha^ay, nomxtJi 
ter how- important may be>their destination,, or in- 
viting .the., breeze?. Are the post-office and mail 
coach establishments 4if tb^ kingdom to «uspendtheir 
momentous services on Sunday ?.' It is probable 
that considerations suah as these^have not been duly, 
attended to, andahat the .projected measures for the 
better . observance of the Sabbath will be found in^ • 
compatible with numerous and weighty interests, onr 
which are bottomed the prosperitys andcomfort of the; 
community, ^nd the consequent. welfare of -the^tate. 
Although propositions, of this kind may . be brought 
forward by good and«pioua men, it is difficult to per-, 
ceive their e^pedien^y in the present state of society, 
either, jon. the. score of religion or utility. There*- 

H 3: 
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Verend bodies who have been alluded to, may rest 
assured, that the trading or commercial men who 
travel on canals or in stage-coaches on Sunday, have 
as sound religious views, and are as attentive to the 
moral duties, as their superiors in rank ; and an ordi- 
nary observation of the character of man is sufficient 
to show, that there need be no particular anxiety ct 
fear for the deterioration of morals in the middle oVi 
ders'of the people; The want of ieducation among 
the working classes, and a sort of resistance to its in* 
fluence among the higher orders of society, are fitter 
subjects* of clerical interference, than the appearance 
of* a coach or a steam-boat on Sunday. Surely a 
tradeV iriay be permitted oceasionaQy to take either- 
a land or aq;Ufl,tic excursion oA Sunday, seeing that 
Ks'G^akje and the 'Squire, and the Bishop too^ drive 
it in their laundaulets or curricles, without* molesta^^ 
tion : and While his Majesty and loyal Sit William 
enjoy their yachts without a breath of complaint-— 
on the eonteary, with the approval and even with the 
acclatiiatfOns' of the united kingdom^ perhaps a 
iigidity in secondary matters is apt to beget a relaxai- 
fion in those of greater moment. The times have 
Been, and that within the last forty years, when the 
members of some dissenting congregations would not 
oipen their mouths on a Sunday to salute an acquain- 
tance who was not of tHfeir own sect, and these devo-_ 
fees hesitated not to denounce to- a fearfel judgment 
wch individuals as might be enjoying a walk it** 
tiie fields for. the. benefit of their, health on rfwit 



Digitized byLnOOQlC 



POLITICAL. OBSEKVAtlONS. 127 

day. There can be no tmh, certainly, that* a'tetro-^ 
gradation to such a state of things shonid befall the 
civiKzed and informed society in Ais cpnntry ; that 
such a revulsion to the sour, unmeaning joylessnesa 
of ultra Calvinism, should again take place of the so*, 
cial intelligence and cheeriul manners which distill* 
guisb the true believers in modem Christianity. 

The morals and religion of the people of Scotland '. 
are founded on a broader and firmer foundation than*, 
some gentlemen seem to iih£<gine. Seclnsion from, 
society, or a joyless austerity of manners on the first' 
day of the -week, cannot be essentials in the ebaracter 
of a christian or a good man. Mental isaprovementf. 
utility of conduct, and the perfdrmance ot goad works . 
are sounder evidences of vital Christianity than a re- . 
gular adher^neteto chilrob forms^ or a compulsory acn 
quiescence in an out-of-^ate canow law. . 

Religion is equally harmless, useful^ and oonsoia-i 
tory, ^hen accompanied with eduction and common . 
sense ; but when these moral safeguard!^ are iwaniing^. 
the workings of ignorance and over-zeal ate apt to, be . 
mistaken for devotion : while bigotry, fanaticism,^ 
and persecution take place of trutf piety and virtue, ^ 
and the blessings of religion, are thus transformed in- 
to a curse. The history of every church bears am- . 
pie testimony to the truth of these observations ; and 
it seems a thing of th^ first importance that society, 
should b& protected in future against such a calamity. . 



These observations may^subject the writer ta tlte^ 
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charge of presumption, and perhaps that also of 
" wandering out o£ his way to catch a priest.'*' The 
latter he disclaims, aud to the former he must sub- 
mit, if found guilty^.. When erroneous or questionable 
measui:es^ are^ in « discussion * By any public, body of 
men, person&rwho disapprove of these measures, and 
suppress the reasons of their dissent, are neither the. 
ftiends of that public-: body, nor of the country: be^ . 
cause by such silence the community. are precluded 
from: masoning on.such. subjects in their turn, and. 
the goitlemeni with whom the disputed propositions, 
may have ougihated are also deprived of an opportu- 
nity of defending their conduct Few. people are dis-, 
posed to .doubt now-a-days that truth, and Justice,, 
aud viitua ari^ best elicited and defended by the pub- . 
licity of free discussion ;.- for whatever may be ad-, 
vanced in palliation of fashionable hypocrisy, and sil-.- 
ly politeness, the conduct of .mankind is not'4:o be im- 
proved, nor the state of society to be ameliorated by 
popiilar errors being winked at, by the fostering, oi^ 
{pj»di<%, jDx: by.thfiCDnceaknent of cqme. . 
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CHAPTEirxv: ; 

Thebk are two Friendly or Benefit Soeieties in'' 
the town of Hawick, one of whicli waft established in' 
the year 1779, and the other in 1802. The first oft 
these institutions has supported its siek for upwards 
itf &ri:y y^rs. aud the oth^.for more-riiaD'tweftty/ 
The benefit that has been experienced by the work- 
ing classes from these societies is almost incredible ; 
many hundreds of families in the town and neigh- 
bourhood during the last forty years having beein 
Isept from the poor-roll-, owing to- their claihi on the 
fiinds of these establishments. The relief afforded by 
Friendly Societies is not only extensive, but comibrt- 
able ; and, when compared to the miserable pittance 
allow^ to paupers, is as wealth to poverty* Otie im- 
portant particular in the nature of these societies is,, 
that persons to whom relief is, afforded consider the. 
money they receive to be their own^ as it certainly is. 
How different must be the feelings of a pauper, or of 
a person in distress who may b^' necessitated to ask 
pecuniary assistance from his neighbours or. hi^i. 
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friends ! It is singular that men of property and in- 
fluence in the country should have been so slow to no- 
tice or to patroniase these institutions, considering the 
powerful effect they must have on. the comfort and 
diaracter.of the people.. It. seems evident^ from a 
slight knowledge of the history of Friendly Societies, 
that they are not only of much local utility, but in 
their nature must be pregnant with advantages to ' 
the state. These societies operate^for the benefit of 
the community, in a twofold capacity, by diminish- 
ii^ the expenditure of the rich and idle>^.and>by: inr. 
creasing, the comfits of the. ppor and working clas- 
ses.; While theyAhave a direct tendency to lighten, 
if not to remove, the pressure of the poor«rates, they^ 
have an inherent and progressive tendency not onlj, 
to check the demoralization of pauperism, but to 
bring that system in^lRSf^pute^ and ultimate detes* 
tatiosL While these institutions enoourage indus- 
trioiis habits, they also promote, in no ordinary de- 
gree, a q^irit of independence,, which begets a disre-^ 
lish for receiving diarity from any. quarter, and 
disposesc their members >to look upon the usual pa^ 
rochial reliei^.with.^^ the proud. man's contumely,^ 
thereby creating and maintaining a current of manly 
sentiment and feding, that are. as honourable in 
themselves as they are important, in a. national point 
of view. 

From inattention to Friendly Societies hitherto,; 
\ty persons qualified to ascertain the principles on 
ndiie^^they; ought, to bq founded^ a great number, of 
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these mslittttioiis have declined and fallen to pieces. 
The Highland .'Society of Scotland has, at length, 
commenced an enquiiy on the subject, which is like-* 
ly to be successful. * This ^society, in its>numerous 
patriotic pursuits, has seldom directed its attention to' 
an undertaking of such general importance; as, sholild 
their liabours terminate in the discoveiy of any data 
by which Priendly Societies could be founded on per- 
manent principles, and these societies continue to be 
accessible ^to .the working orders of the people, it 
would be a boon jconfenred upon the country, worthy 
of the present age, in thus securing .to industrious 
workmen a shelter from distress, and that too within 
the reach of .th^ own stea47 and independent exer« 
tions. ... 

The firiends of Benefit Soci^ies have long ll»dced 
forward to the discovery of principles on wliidi these 
institutions might be permanently established. Some 
Friendly Societies have been founded on a iheory, 
which, at first sight, would appear to be as fflEkient 
in its working, as its conception is simple, namely, to 
levy a weekly contribution from the members equal 
to the weekly exigencies .of the sick, dispensing with 
the ordinary accumulation of stock, and consequtmt 
regulations in other societies. In some places it is 
understood .that institutions of this description have 
existed for several years, but in place of answering 



"* Sinct the above was written, the Higfalaxid'iMety ha« pil!- 
Udlied tfatJresult of its^lahours. 
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tb^^pUfppid fer whieh they were mtended for any 
length of dmey they ^nerally have been shon-lmd. 
*^%e 'inAuence of "existing circuiristances^ is all- 
peirerful^h'tlie jbulk of mankind; haiee i^ants of 
ft triding dnd acb«Qtitious -kind, or Measures of a ca- 
^piieiofiis-er momentary sort, are often a sufficient in^ 
dttbem^nt to jnembers ot such- soeieties to suspend 
their weeUy contributions, and ultimately* to with- 
draw themselves from the association. Young men 
in bealtii ale apt to ferget their fiability to sickness, 
grow weary of contributing to the support of others, 
<and>find uses for their earnings in'various other ways; 
«o timt upon the whole it would appear, ibe ordina- 
ly mode of c^istituting jthese societies is preferable to 
that in question. Friendly societies are generally 
fcunded and carried on by^ the establishment of a ftind, 
formed by fixed yearly, or quarterly contributions 
&om every meniber. This fund is-fenoed round with 
conservative regulations for its equitable distribution 
to the sick, a^d the whole affitins of these institutions 
confided to the management of a committee, chosen 
annuaHy, at a general meeting of ihe members. — 
The advantage this' plan has over the other, seems 
vvery evident ; although individuals occasionally fall 
back in their payments for two or three quarters, they 
generally reflect upon their conduct, and recover 
themselves before, exclusion takes place— a respect- 
aUe-atock or capital being a powerful rallying point 
in such cases : for although ^a good state of health 
•may preclude them £:om receiving any benefit friMn 
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t.he fund, yet two or three thousMid pouAds of stoek ' 
preate an interest 'among the working ^kwes, that 
operates like magnetunn on every portion of matt€l& 
within its reach, ' , : 

Both Friendly Societies in this town 4ire supposefl 
to be defective in their fundamental principles. A 
return was made to the Highland Society^ by the 
IHithor of this volume, assisted by three other getitle*> 
men, in answer ;to a circular issued by that associa«> 
tion three years ago, requesting information, in so 
lar as the hiistory of benefit societies could furnish it^ 
touching the quantity of sickness yeariyy in a gkfta 
n'umber of individuals, from sixteen to seventy/yeara 
of age, and other matters calculated to throw light 
on the principles that ought to direct the'eamstruc- 
tion, and regulate the practice of these institutionsw 
It appeared, from the enquiry that was miade by a 
committee of the friendly societies of this place, that 
the average quantit;y of sickness, or inability to la^, 
hour, yearly* amongtwo hundred membeifs, between 
the ag^ of twenty and fif^-five, was equal to ime 
and on0^ha^ week'^s sickness to each person; and 
tliat the average quantity of sickness, or inability' to 
labour, yearly, among three hundred and fifty mem- 
bersy between the ages of twenty and seventy, was 
equal to two and three^ourth weeks^ sickneei^^ or lA- 
al)inty to labour, for each individual. The fiirst of 
these averages was taken from the boidcs of si sociei^' 
that had existed only twenty years ; andthe seodnd 
average was taken iVom the books of a society that 
. ■' 'n 
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' hai existed fortjr-two yeafs* It a|ypear8, from the 
'•Bquivjr tBttde vpon tihis subject, that the sicluiess in 
tike aldest MNsiety has not yet reached the maanmum : 

. indeed, there is reason to believe, it may increase tiU 
it be equal to fear weeks^ sidoiess to each member, 
before the soeiety shall arrive at thehlghest rate of sick- 
aess. Were this desideratum ascertained, the friends 
of these institutions would then be able to see their 
way, and friendly societies might be established on 
sound and permanent foundations, thereby securing, 
to the great majority of mankind, the aninent be* 
aeSts that such associations are so well calculated to 
4son&3r. 



• A Pariali Bank was established in Hawick several 
yeate ago, and, judging from its receipts, appears to 
be answering the purpose which the benevolent found* 
er of Savmg Banks had in view. 'CbnsideraUe doubt, 
however, exists that the utility of the instTtution in 
nhis place is not in proportion to the accumulation of 
its funds. Suspicions are abroad that saving banks 
are beeeming receptacles for the treasures of avarice, 
and that where one shilling is lodged by the mecha- 
Bic^or hij^bandman, twenty are deposited by the rich 
and pammonious. Should this be the actual state 
of matters, a result, no doubt, never contemplated by 
the respectable clergyman to whom these banks owe 
their origin, dieir utility may be questioned, and 
their existence must be in danger. Comparisons, it 
is said^ are odious, and none probably will be sup^ 
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ftmi more ao» than* whefe a pqpular -indrnduid or a 
fiuhioaable institHtioii is thereby called in question^, 
yet the oonipanitive.usefuiQess and knportance of pa-^ 
tiah banks and benefit societies are- an every d:;y^8. to^ 
fixx of oonversalioB, and an ordinary observer will^ 
perhafis, have no. difficulty in ascertaining where the 
snperiority rests.. The ona is a.wdil-mfiant^ triflings 
from band to ihoiith.kying np of killings and pen^y. 
^hich is not eminently calculated to produce to the 
patient contributors anf benefit of importance, and ia. 
ever liable to be broke in upon and dissipated in ft 
Qionentof caprice or fancied needb The other is sr 
xegular and precise contribution toward the estijdishiii 
ment of an extansinfe joint4fteck». where a distinct ob- 
ject is iti view, an interesting and importlknt purpose 
|o be aceomplishedi. Should carelessness oc impru^ 
denoe interpose at tiines,^ and cause scnne members of 
friendly societies to fall back in their paymeniSy the- 
great aim theg^ originally had in view generally re^ 
euTft tot them, with force ;. neither can th0y sq)iandeF 
^ tou«h> what has formerly beea contributed, to the, 
common stocky but are induced by various constdcara-*^ 
tibns to press forward to the reward which industrjR 
ahd perseveranea holdout. The one is a t^ous lay-- 
ing. tip of a few pounds for a casual purpose ; the 
other is a r^ular and specified ^(mtcibution: fixr- the^- 
attainment of a positive- and momentous object: 

It would appear from numerous considerations^, 
that were the principles of friendly socie^i^ uilder«^ 
stobd, and at the same time encouragedi by the kkr 
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fluential classes of the community, these institutions 
voiild be more likely taameliorjate the evil of poor- 
rates so loudly exdaimed against, than any measures 
hitherto attempted. Mr. Scarlett, like many good 
men, may introduce-, withdraw, and femodd a bill 
for amending the poorJaws, but it is ta be feared h^ 
wQl find,, as his precursors in the same path have dis-: 
covered, that the subject is so. complicated, and the 
evil so inveterate^tbat palliatives are useless, and on 
vetiring from the hopeless task he will probably con^ 
foss, in so far at least as respects the poor4^ws,' 
^the wisdom, of our ancestors? is a stumbling-blodc' 
and foolishness. • 

It is not a Httle remarkable,, that among the nos-* 
trums of the senate for checking the pre4ralence' of. 
pauperism, cheapness of provisions did not occur as 
fikdy to be of some use. A working man i3 not so apt 
to apply to the parish fop relief, when he can support- 
himself and family upon ten shillings a week, aa 
when it requires twenty.' It would rather appear 
eur legislators have hitherj:o begun at the wrong end' 
to cure the disease of pauperism To. attempt thtf 
enactment of laws for reducing or withdrawing ^e pa- 
rish aid from the working classes, while one^ UU is 
passed after another to- raise or keep up the price of 
the necessaries of life, is not. in exact affinity to wise 
legislation, not to mention humanity at all Were 
iiur lawgivers to endeavour to supply the countty with 
provisions at the cheapest rate, which in the eye of 
common^sense seems not to be unsound policy, they 
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waoUi grftpple more hohooroBly and efficiently, per« 
hmpBj with the deixKnrali«iiig system of the poor«htw8. 
How shfiU the future hiittorinu treat the atomalies oC 
Ae preaeni time^ or how shall hk readers be able to 
preserve their gravity, when: he tells them that one- 
gentletnambwught-a bill i^to an honourable hcrase tot 
iHmeud «He:«orn«iawB,. i^ieh b^ a direct or ultimate* 
tendaney- to raise and keep tfp the priee of bread r 
while- another gentleman had a lull in progress i6' 
ameUdrate the oonditidn.of the forking classes, «nd 
diminish thftevils of pauperism F How shall i^ future* 
generatioB be able to itppreeiate the policy,!^ a mea^ 
sure^ which sttpluated the shutting of. the port^ tilk 
wheat #as«t eighty shillings a quarter ;< while the - 
people imthe manufaeturitig diatriets were in open« 
oononotion for the want of food^. 6t for tbie wai^'of 
wages, sufficient to purchase it? What shall tbef- 
annalist of after times say of the sage legislatovir of 
the nineteeBtfar! century,, who,*, while the peoplef of 
Irebmd w»Ke in.a state of rebeHian from fiitnine,: thei 
estates c^: parliament were delib^Hting on^ilaw for 
-anodendiiig rand r^rulatingf. by^v^efiniie gradationa- 
and um^,.the iraporfation prices df foreign grain.. 
The historian will undoubtedly question the wisdom,, 
el svdi lawgiver;!, and will be apt to^eonclttde that 
the welfare of the country had been ill attended to,, 
or in understood^ He may». probably,. trftoe the* 
cauie!to>$ of sueh equivocal legislation to the.eoasti- 
ttttion of tl» H<tase of Ccminionsy. by finding, that 
tibat MtemUy was appointed in a very different maa-> 
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ner'from trustees, who were intrusted wfth the maiK 
ageixieiit of other and minor pvibKc concerns ;: and 
that, had this branch of the le^gishtture bl;en so consti- 
tuted as to have been better enabled to ascertain the 
Tarious wants and interests of the slate^ whkh knoww 
ledge will most likely be deemed necessary in future^ 
lnwgivers, the anomalous measures referred to could' 
not have taken place. Notwithstanding the* numerous? 
dtscrepancies apparcf&t in the political affairs of the 
country, a Right Honoumble Gentleman- who ex*: 
hihited the Mng of Bohemic^ Lions lately, at» 
Liverpool, maintains that ^*-the goiwtning ma^. 
chine of the state works well.^ A eelebmted Repre-. 
sentative of the People,, however, asserts that *^ itr 
works well only for t^em that do 31.^ Posterity will 
be at no loss to fletermtno- whether theindependent^ 
baronet or tlie ex-ambassador haa hit the mavk. . 
16 reflecting upon the laws of this countoy which 
prohibit the impdrtaticwi of provisions of variou* 
jsiortS'Usedby the people for theit daily sustenancCf 
it is^diflfcult, at the present period, to conceive the 
policy that gave these laws birth. A nation that' 
has heen raised' above it* neighbours, by the free- 
dom of ilJS inhabitants, and by the industry and en* 
terprite of its merchants and traders, would appear^ 
to have recpiired no enactments of the kind, and' how 
they 7have found theiif way kito the statute-bbob 
must be accounted for in a way not very oeditabley 
perhaps, to a. certain portion of society, nor to tho 
sag^ciity of forriver statpsm^en. Lord Liverpool huefy 
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asserted iti the House of Peers, that the trade of the 
country hsA^ prospered in- spite of J:he absurdities of: 
the laws. This was. rather ah Irish eompliment 
paid to the ^^ wisdom of our anoestors^ bjr a first 
niinisteri)f state;. but it augured wdV^foi the luture ^ 
prospects^of Great Britain. The Govemment of the ? 
country, it is te be expected, wiQ 'attend to (this : aiHl; 
it may likewise be anticipated tbajt his lordiihip will; 
in du4^tii^e give a hint, that dashin^pat a fox-hunt, 
or dancing at Almaek'^s, are not exactly the places 
where a? legislator should excel ; • as the oomplieate^ 
interests and good gQ;rerBme&t of this . ^tensive emv 
pire would seem tO; require that ita rulets should 
have passed the Iie3f^ay' and frivolity of juvenile' 
things. . The prepii^ no . doubt, is aware, by this > 
time that measure may follow, measurev foe th^ pro* 
tection of game^ as w;ell as laws.b^ enacted for the 
multij^^licatiou of churohes, yet the^^vital jooncems of 
the state may be oveilooked^ aad that the views of a. 
few informed and competent statesmen majT be nulli-l 
fied by two or three hundred foxbunters^ pronouncings 
Yes or No, qj^er dinner, ia. thc.pivileged chapel oB; 
St. Stephen., 
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CHAPTEU XVI; 

Vxm^tovB to Jthe estaUidinieiit 6f the PostrcdSce m» 
H«widi,. about sixtjr jeam «go» the. letters^ were- 
bfongbt Itoroy iiom Jedburgh,, by a ^mmoif hawker^ 
eiloe^ moBth;, were, exposed on a stall itt* the stfeer. 
on the market-day, like ao many^.eabeii of giBgef'^ 
bfead ;* and tUe people^used to look at.thein with «»; 
BMich eunoaky a the. botamsts of the foresent. day,- 
iiottld do at a favr ezotie plaats-fioitl^/V^. Dieihan^'a: 
Ibafnd Tim ooiic«mia. now upon « veiy. diferant 
fioDtxiig;. The annual jreyenue deriy^ .fr6m the Post^- 
Offioe of:-this phtoe, for a< considerable pefi6d». haa 
been between eight and aine^bundred pounds* The- 
duties of a provincial. post-office require constant at^- 
tendance;, and it is certainly matter of:r^ret;that 
the salary is by no meana commensurate to the re- 
sponsibility and labour of such a concern.. 

It has freq|iently been observed, . that the necessary, 
agents of government' from the first minister of sute,. 
down to the lowest publicAmetionary are inadequate*- 
l}rj^id^ while, the. ampje allowance to the civil iistr 
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18 swallowed up by a parcel of titled mendiicants, and 
paupers in higk life^ from the auditor of exchequer 
down to the ranger of Ettrick Forests. The affairs of 
this enli^tened' eountiry^ most assmredly^ might. be 
conducted byv machinery: more siinple and direct, by 
means mere rational and dignified. In place of sur« 
rounding the throne with useless, obsolete, . and eoc-^ 
pensivof offices, which in fact have a tendency to 
weaken the gewniment, and to ^bring the national in-^ 
atitutions into disrepute^ Jt would certainly be a« 
wi$«,.as well .as a^moire respectable, mode of publid- 
admtnistratidn, to rally the reason. and affections 06^ 
the community in support of the state/ 

Such time^om absurd nonentities, a^ derks.of the<* 
pipe, clerks of the*peil% clicks of the water-clbset;- 
clerks of the hanaper, prothonotariesro^gMen-cloth^ 
&c..&(iK should pass away a& the times, and manners,.- 
and circumstances have 40n» out of which they aros^^^ 
and let thedelimct sinecures, be succeeded by efficientr 
offioeca Q&statei,. as well as by a discriminating disr^ 
tribution oiF.thft nadonal honours andirewardSi. Nei^ 
ther would the public voice, advocate niggardly^mea* 
sures iB^such a^state of things. Oft the contrary, ta- 
lents, patriotism^ and virtue, .when devoted to the ar-^. 
duous service of the state, would be generously ap^ 
preciated by a gallant and discerning people;. 

The post-office is a most unexcepttonabler source 
of revenue^. It has occurred, however,'.t6 persons who > 
have occasionally thought upon- this subject that, by- 
a reduction .of charge.beixig.nAade on letters .thax, txav- 
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yd only ff short ^stance, the revenue might be t!on« 
aiiderably impioved. The charge on letters sent to- 
j^laees ttom ten tafifty miles-distmce seems to be inw 
prudent' and uneqoitable; and in. the nature of 
things,, must leap dowm die receipts, at the post-o& 
fioe tery ihatarially. Not one letter is twenty is 
sent by the mail to places within the distances rneoi 
tioned; and this fact seems to^ be known every wbere^ 
except at the tmasury and at the general post^fficei 
Mt^tndflSi ef commimifiatioDa that woold be made 
hj letter aster stopped abogether by Aeit» impcditia 
4iharges» Vdriial notieee b^]^ sent,, and otheas evauoha 
practised, that would not onee^ be thongfafe o£ weiltf^ 
^he ^tiig^ moderate; and when the immensctnni&iv 
bar of private conveyances are takei^io aocoiint,.wki^ 
in a comttry like thasy where .taveffibq^ i» cm^ 
stantand universal, perhaps it is ncMrer the tenth to 
aay^ that one ktt^ in forty is not 'sent by post that 
would othe^wiscr be,^ to the distance of finm ten ta 
^y miles^ wow the charge reduced^ It is believed 
i^t a rednctivn of one^third on the postages in queSi^ 
turn would produce an inoraase of mceipta of at least 
one-third-; and that were* tfie charge reduced one*<i 
half^ the revenue, of the post-office fimm such lettera. 
would not be diinmyiadl. 

These «re not, by any means vague assertions^ bur 
iiM result c£ sane- enquiry,, and a little observation. 
The temptation is not to be resisted when a letter dan^ 
be sent to a fiiend, or forwarded on business for AO^ 
ihiilj^ in plao^ of p^ying^ or of casuaing to; be piuA 
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appear ta b^ within the fower of bmaaii legiabtiaa 
(to prev^t mieh evainmiy. 

The extent and iiesii of the pnblie revenue. of lliui . 
^^ouBtiy are friHtiU fnlgeet$ (^ pb8er^fitiim» firomihe 
•sixty or «eveiit]r miUimis of total reo^fts, down to thr 
pitifiil tasM on insuranee againat fire, on haiTi-poirder, 
and on a|K)or menu's d(^ Had it been posaifale t» 
have caUected all the ideas on taitation.that everjniK 
tered ^ head of the li^ Mr. Pitt, liur ihe pnrpoae- 
q{ ahahing them in a bag, and taking. ^them aa thejr 
>came out, for the benefit of the atate, none, perhapa, 
^ould have presented themaelvea siore objectionable 
in principle, or .impracticable in ooUectien, than aok 
Teral of those that are still levied, though some of 
them have been repealed ; that houses having eight, 
twelve,, or- twentjr windowa, in the royal burgh of 
Corfe O^tle or Loehmabra, should be supposed of 
the same ^alije as houses in- Cheapside or Gitosvenor 
Squai^ all whi|^ would appear to have been sup* 
posed, from their proprietorsor oocupi«8 being called 
upon to contribute equally to the exigences of the 
government, is not apparently statesman-like wis- 
dom or justice. To impose duties on tea, tobacco, 
spirits, &C. to an extent that tempta ev^ dealer in 
imch articles to become smng^eis, and «very cen- 
isumer to^ encourage the illicit traffic^ seems as ill 
cakulatad to improve the, rev^ui?, as it> is to im» 
. prove the morals of the people. A troop of Dra* 
goons stationed in.eveiy parish of Ae kingdom iaodfl 
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not, under sueh circtiiBstances, preveiit smuggling, 
and that to an- extent, >tQO, which on a superficial 
view of the subject may not be pereepliMe* The 
attempt to tax with vescatious seventy the ^nanufac- 
tare'of soap, candles, ale^ leather,' &c. 'appears to pre- 
suppose that revenue officers are gifted .with ubiquity; 
but as this cannot be the case, such taxes seem 
equally unjust and impolitiie, astheycAn be le^ed to 
the'foU extent only when the trader < is as wlltin'g tb 
^ay as the tax-.gdAieiw is to leeei^, an 0bcurrenoe 
tiot very common iti the present constituted order of 
things. Impolitic taxaiticin may be fenced rcmnd 
with oaths, enactments and penalties, bu% its results 
sae: likely to be insineertty, oyasf(in,'and a deficieht 
■revenue. Did ^Gov€rmnent '4cnow 'how the iniqui- 
tous detail of 4he excise laws, when acted ^on to the 
letter, vex and harass the fair dealer, while another 
'.description of traders are able to laugh at and evade 
them, more simple and efficient mtesures 'for raising 
mon^ would assuredly be resorted to. • To tax the 
twiiie imd bntndy of Fraotoe, so asi BMsarly to pvohibit 
the use of them, in order, to inth>duce the 'wine of 
Fortugal,:is rather like soinethingelse'than profound 
^policy.- It is not evident at first sight, how this 
^country can be benefil^ "by a trade with a poor pal; 
try people Uke the Portuffuese-; but^the advantages 
4hat must result irom a liberal commercial inter* 
-course with «n empire such as France, can he per- 
ceived withootanyextraordinary sagacity. Yet on 
these and pther-simSar acts i^ or rather was, founded 
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a moiety of the tame of" tfe great man now nomore.^ 
The other half <^ his celebrit;^^ it is believed, was 
founded on his having contended with Napoleon and 
the French, until they did liot leave him a court in 

'^Europe. whereto he could send an ambassador ; but^ 
thanks be to Heaven^ the military madman who 

'governed France in vaulting into the saddle of uni« 
vevsal sway, " fell on t\)ther side."" 

. , The public revenue of Great Britain is a pheno* 
menon in the history of the world ; and how long it 
.will be allowed to continue at between fifty and 
eighty millions yearly, or bow long the industiy of 
the oountry shall be able to beat up against such a 
pressHTe is hard to say. It would appear however to 
people who are not initiated in the toysteries of St. 
Stephen's or the treasury, that five-sixths of the mo- 
ney must be thrown away^ seeing that not many 
hundred thousands t>f pounds are expended yearly in 
supporting the dignity of the King, and ih keeping 
in modon the whole interior machinery trf the state. 
It is inconceivable how thfese accumulated millions 
atinually should have become necessary in carrying 
en the government of a nation proverbially well-in- 
formed, loyal, and orderly, beyond any other ; and" 
while the compamtive exoelletace of its civil and po- 
litical institutions is as freedom is to slavery. How 
the boors and Cossai^ks of Russia, with their nume- 
rous nobles and princes ;— the Croats and Huns of 
Austria, with its electors, arch-dukes, and aulic com. 
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sellois; hew the scattered population and wbiskered- 
^aaouthed legions df Prussia, and how the thirty mil- 
lions of weathercock patriots, monkeys, and fanatics^ 
ivho inhabit France, should he governed At an ex^' 
;pen8e;S0 dii^proportionate to that which the rulers of 
^gland have made necessary for governing the in«i 
tellig^t society of this country, is marvellous in the 
extreme. Yet perhaps some of the gentlemen who 
are versed in the principles and policy of the late ce^ 
lebrated premier, may be able to explain such appar 
xent incongruities. The sages of the Pitt school are 
all known to be guiltless of the qualities which Ce- 
llar dreaded in Cassius ; but like Anthony are all 
aye-saying, "fat, sledc-headed men, who sleep o^ 
nights.'" This being the case, were any of these gen- 
tlemen to come forward and unriddle the mystery 
which is involved in these squandered millions, their 
loyalty would not be called in question, even though 
they might now and then stumble upon some knotty 
points. Whereas, did any of their opponents attempt 
to account for the expenditure of two thousand milli- 
' ons of money for the restoiation of Louis le Desiree, 
(every other object contended for being in statu quo 
ante bellum), the political orthodoxy of ^the latter 
would be denied, if not transformed into libel, while 
the cuckoo notes of Jacobin and Radical,' that would 
jpass from tongue to tongue, might procure for them 
an audienceof a chief justice, which, on certain ooca- 
siims, is rather to be declined. 
After sacrifices and exertions, however, unexam« 
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pled perhaps in the history of any people^ the nation 
is recovering its senses and its strength. Notwitlw 
*&t8nd&g the tardy prejudices of the government, and 
the questionable violence of such refbrmevs as Cobbettt 
ai:id Hunt^ reason and experience, 'these unceasing^ 
nionitors of man, aided as they now are by a firee and^ 
active press,, are. powerful and progressive ia Uieir 
operation, and calculated to excite in every lover of 
his country the most gratifying anticipations. 

To wind up this political digression by a homely 
analogy— -The town of Hawick has contracted a debt: 
of £^00y the interest of which is,, of course, a dead, 
weight upon the prudential views of the corporation. 
But the magistrates who incurred this debt have left 
memorials behind them, which constitute something 
like a set-off against the burden they have imposed 
on their successors- They have enclosed the common 
property of the burgh; they have brought a. plenti- 
ful and. constant supply of water into the town ; they 
have rebuilt the town^house ;: they have paid one- 
half of the expense of a total re-paving of the streets ;. 
and, withal, have borne up against a powerful noble- 
man for some years in the. ruinous farce of a lawsuit. 
The annual income of the burgh not being, equal to 
die expenditure incurred by these various causes, a 
balance^, to the amount of the present debt, has been 
laid on posterity,, and not improperly, seeing that the 
benefit of such public works must be experienced for 
a long series of years. . It is supposed that,, could 
the rulers of the kingdom make out a set-off on simi- 
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lar principles, or any way in affinity, to ^hese, against 
the national disbursements for the last thirty years, ^ 
it would be a complete floorer to every carping de- 
magogue^ and might, perhaps^ seal up hermeticaHy 
for generations the mouths of Whigs and Radicals, 
<^ that still are op^'d to. bawl seditiMi^,^ ^^and disturb 
tibestate."" 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

The* necessary article of fuel has long Seen purcbas* 
ed at a heavy expense in the town of HawieL Du- 
ring a severe winter the suffisrings of the poor are 
such, that it is feared individuals have been sent pre- 
maturely to the grave, frotia their inability to procure 
coals or other fuel, which are so essential in the di- 
mate of Scotland to the preservation of a frail old age; 
For many years the price of coals in this town 
fluctuated between S^. and ^s. 8d. per hundred 
weight.. They have for some time past, however, 
been sold at from lOd. to Is. 4d. Peat moss abounds 
in the neighbourhood, and although no coal is to be 
had nearer than about thirty miles, it is cheaper than 
peat, without taking into account the inferiotity of 
the latter description of fuel. The relative value of 
coal and peat at Hawick is rather singular, when it 
is considered, that the hills to the south and west of 
the town to within a few miles of it, comprehending 
a large tract of country^ are almost entirely composed - 
of p<^ while coal is at such a distance. • Some ppo-- 
a8. 
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pie are of opinion, that should wool and butcher meat 
continue at the late low prices, the fanners in the 
upper districts of Boxburghshire^ hy tuxnmg their 
attention to the inexhaustible mosses of peat aa their 
farms, might, probably^ realize a portion of income 
from a source that haa hitherto been overlooked. 
This idea is not new» and perhaps may be deemed 
puerile; yet one thing appears pretty certain,, that 
were a regular and' plentiful supply^ of peat a£Porded 
to the town. at a price that would insure ^e article 
to compete with the coals in the marl^et, which the 
contiguity (^the-stores of peat seems to make easily 
practicable, a ready sale, to a considerable extent, of 
I this sort of fuel would take place, and a> consequent 
return of money to no trivial amount. 

Tt> pursue the subjeet a little farther— a machine " 
might be constructed which, with the assistance of a 
mau^and a woman, would every day for two months 
in summe^ cut. ten waggeii loads of peats., These^ 
when dncd and carried to the market, would bring 
at least six sbiUihgs eadi^ or three pounds in toto. 
This sum multiptied by forty*eight, the number of 
working days in two months, will give one hundred 
and Ibcty-four pounds, which is a respectable item 
in the produce of a farm, rented at from three to six 
hundred pounds per annum. Theeonsumption of 
coals in Hawick is almosit incredible for a place of so 
limited a size^ in consequence of the constant use of 
large quantities by the manufacturers. One wouU , 
sngpose, that the number of oart-kuids exposed fer 



d by Google 



TJIKLi ' r ■ ■ jg;p 

sale every dity would be adeqturte to supply the whole * 
district. Iti these circumstanees, wete the price of 
peats to be-pn^rtionally lewery or eve& equal to that 
of coals, there can-bie no- doubt -of thbir meetiiig with 
ready' safe ; and it woidd appear they might bepr^ 
duced, in immoise quantiiiess at a moderate expense.^ 
At all events the proximity ta the town of thousandi^ 
of acres of peat^ contrasted with tfce^distance of coal/ 
and its necessary high pi^ee, would seenr to be » 
subject worthy of some consideratiotiit The Duke 
of Buecleuch and Sir W. F. Eliott, tfab principal 
proprietCNTs d^ the peat district around.Hliwick, might 
probably eonsuU their interests by offering a pre^ ■ 
mium to their tenantry-for the raising of peat fuel. 



It is worthy t>f nobtce, perhaps^ thatalChouglif thit 
town is situated in a high upland district, far from 
the sea, and nearly as fiup from coal, the first necessa* 
ries of life^ food and clothing,., can be-purchased at a ^ 
cheaper ratehere than in any of thfe neighbouring towns; 
meal and flour, of every description) .nre generally 
from a penny to thteepenceperstoiie lower, by retail| 
in Hawick than in Jedburgh; Kelso, SeKtrk^ or 
Langholm ^ and butcher-meat almost invariably from 
a penny to twopence per pound lower. This state of 
things fs produeed by some -othbr cause than thene«r* 
hess .of the place to* di'osa parts of thV country 
where .grain: and fat cattU^e* principally reared,- as 
there is not a- market-town within a hundred mifes 
which is not.equdily'^if not better^ situated in ibift-i^ 
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'qpect. The only cauM assignabk fiir ^ka sioderate- 
prices at which these artieles are- sold lione seems to 
be the-regnlar demand and xeady-money mai^t, that 
are seciDred by the thriving. trs|de and den^ jMOpiila-:' 
tion- of th^ town. The slaughter o£ sheep^^ and lambs 
&r the two lafl^ years^ by the biitdiers of this place^ 
is understood jttt have boen hearly equal Xo that of all' 
the otlter fleshers ijlthe eounty^. butcki^«-meat bein^; 
sent by ^he traders of this place to every village and • 
hamlet &r more than a dozen of pailes reuii4 ; ai^d 
even the ^^ flesh-pots'^ of the neighbouring markets 
^whs, to the distance of Kelso^ ase filled eccasionaU- 
allyj, through the purveying induaitry. of the butchers, 
of Hawick. Ft may, doubtless^.be thought a sort of 
far-fetched egotism to liken this local state of matters . 
to a miniature picture of Great Britain' and thena-- 
tions of the Continent;. yet the idea must be^hazard*- 
ed> though our neighbours should complain.. 

These statemaits would seem to throw some light 
on the arguments of the apologists for the corn-laws : 
^^ If, (say they)^ this country be not enabled to raise 
a sufficient quantity of grain for its own consumption, . 
what sball become of the people^, should war break 
out,, when a foreign supply might- be interrupted ?^ ' 
This argument,, when viewed in connection with the* 
gresent commercial state of the world, could have but 
little weight,.eventthough Great Britain did not pos- 
sess a ship of. its own ; but when the. maritime supe- 
liprity of the country and enterprise of its merchants 
aie considered,..' the. value of such an argument must i 
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be low indeed. B^des, » raoralist might meet this 
favoucite position of the landlofds by ft diffisrent sort 
of logic, asd to which the information' of the times isr 
daily adding enrteacj and strength, namely^ that the 
best way for nations to avoid wars,, and the eonten-*^ 
tions of 1 unprincipled or ambitious men^ is -for the 
people of different states- to &el more sensibly their 
dependence on each oth^r ; - and thai the safest mode 
of putting a stop to, or ameliorating tbft old pugna^ 
.dotts.prbpensiti^s of kings and courts, isby^tndiikmd 
distinctly perceiving their real interests, in cultivating' 
the inost unrestricted tradey in resisting every en-^ 
croa(£ment on the liberty and extension of commeroey: 
and thus teaching their, rulers that,^war'*s a gam^. 
they, most not pli^. at.***" 

The monqK)ly secured to the land^holders oflthis 
country by the corn-laws is founded on principlesr^ 
alike hostile tp humanity, justice, and sound policy; 
and itchas,. from first to last^.beai defended by^ argu- 
ments both absurd imd insincerei The Agricultur- 
al Legislators^of the kingdom ask^^ Whs! would be^ 
come of the country, were the food of the people to^ 
depend, on the importation of foreign grain ?^^ It 
might be asked in xeturo, ^ What authority have* 
these sapient statesmen for supposing that this coun- 
try would be. d^endent on a foreign supply^we^ethe* 
comt-laws abolished P Do they mean the tilling of 
the soir would cease> and that the farmer would havo 
leasonitQ exclaim with the Moor, " Othello^s ocupa-- 
^tion% gone !? The hills without, sheep^ the vallie» 



d by Google 



X84[ HISTORY OF HAWICK. 

widiout com, the people deprived of food, and the 
landlords rentless ! this would constitute, certainly, a 
BOval state of a£Pairs. Such a national (^lamity a&. 
Ais, n6twithstandiiig the fears of landed gentlemen,, 
muflt be at a gnat distance ; tbeientsof land-ownetst 
and the £)Qd of the people* being equally indispenK 
flible; and! while idl th^ blaekeocks,. and hares,- andi 
game in the: kingdom wodd, for boA these, import 
tantjpurposesy'be Mich contemptible substitutes* 

OUr legisltttors have nev» yet asserted that thb 
talents,' bidu^tT7, and capital. of Britl^ £mners aiie) 
inferior to. those of coniinental agriculturists^-^if die; 
Gflntrary,. they must be aware that the superiority ot 
British' skiU and persevetanoe isV perhaps^, not mores 
apparent in manu&cturing and commercial pursuitar 
diafia it is iii die zhimerous and continued improve- 
ments of therhusbandmaa. in the culture of thesoil :. 
indeed^ tfliere cannot be a^donbtof the !Pritiskiazmer 
being as well qualified- to; eompete- suceessfidly with) 
a forieigh o^pon^nt, aa either a Brirish ship-owner on 
maiiufaotuxer,: provided impossibilities, are not- re-> 
quioed at- his hand, by placing him in> oircumstancesv 
that compel him to raise wheat and barley, where he 
idumld grate sheifp; and cattle*; and wliereby he i» 
temptett to scattechia o^iUl? in ^ughing up the iacer 
of mountaftifii or m diliiirating^ wastes,, where thcr 
whcmg mi: inoiddtdt^'BXtlieatip.oxi'y^^ the wild, 
fowh of beiven kHi destined to reside^. 

The landlbrdb affim^ that <^ the fruits of the earthi^ 
SBHanot be pioduded. in<'this cdimtry At tha low prices. 
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^hich Lord LiTeipooI 4uid Mr.BiDugfaain etSL bles- 
sings to the poor^?-*'^ we ftdmit, (x^j the lairdB), 
that the prosperity of trade, and the eoose^aeat peaoe 
and comfort of the people, ate fine Bounding things^ 
bnt the agricultural department «f the national in- 
dustry cannot be carried on without nmunerating 
high prices ; the taxes are'so heavy, and the oulti^ 
nation of land so-expensive.^ The expense of tilling 
land worthy of cultivation must, at all times, bosoipe^ 
what like a stationary thing; seeing, that ^our-fifths, 
p^haps, of such expense is paid in raw produce from 
the land itselE The household expense of a ftnnet 
•and his servants consists almost entirely in the eon-» 
sumption of articles raised on the farm« The fi)od 
of horses, cattle, sheep, swtne, poultry,' and every liv<. 
ing thing about him, is from the produce of his land-; 
. the extra workers, occasionally employed on the farm, 
may also receive a part of th^ir wages, in kind ; and 
when, to aU these, is added the rent, which must be 
a-egulated by what the farm produces, it would appear 
that no description of trade in the kingdom can be 
so little afiected by the value of the circulating me- 
dirnn, or by the taxes of the state, as that of a far- 
mer. 

The landed gentlemen, at least some of them, seem 
anxious to show that the fiEirmer is benefited by re- 
ceiving high prices for his .goods, aiild, of course, pay- 
ing a high rent The farmers, however, are at length 
becoming sceptical on this point, and are beginning 
to perceive that the balance between dieir receipts 
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soA c&bunemtnts is what they have iptmcipally to 
do vith, l&e any. other traders. Thts^^emr light 
^hicfa has broke in upoa^the oeeupiers of land was 
^^arlj seen bj some of them, although their landlords 
.were not awase of ^it. 

. ** The valueaf land mast be kept up,^ argne some 
jof ourngiioi^tural lawgivevs, ^^otherwi^se the taxes 
4;atiaot be^paid, nor the establisbmeBts of thcKsountry 
^supported, and consequently the government must go 
jto wreeL^-^And where; did they leam this ? rassured- 
i Ij QOt in a British school, it being n proposition that 
cannot be founded? on the ^history of this country. 
.The weakh^f the kingdom i^and the-stabUityof.tfae 
/goy^mwent must depend on somethingtelse, it is pre- 
jiumed, than what these gentlemen suppose. The 
^unexampled prosperity and power of Great Brit;ain 
^ust have arisen from other^causes than, the cultiva- 
tion of its vallies, or the pasturage of its^niountains, 
fOtherwise ihe^rich and genial cUnvate^of a grei^t pro- 
•portiou/ctf' Continental £qn^ would have produced 
.wealth, intelligence, and^power, in a superior ^degree 
io .what this country, c^d ev^;haye attained. The 
jiatiops.ofthe Continent ai»»aU of them blessed with 
rich and .variegated landscapes of hill and dale, rivers 
iand> woods. They ate ajso able to boast of their 
Jungs, and princes, and^nobles, and priests^ to extol 
their land-holders, and lament their sinecurists. But 
the broad and stable foundation on. which the pre- 
eminence of Great Britain has been erected, andis 
j>r€^rvedi has .hitherto not been q>preciated by and 
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dimmed lo^thtooL aU» namely^ llie industry and eiite»» 
prise of. its maau&ctarecs .and meicfaaiits, the &ee^ 
dom and culdvated understandiiig o£ the people, and 
the coatparaf ively wise and libeTal mecbanum of the 
nnlloDtd: institutions. It is difficult to eoneeiar^ that 
g^titesoffa are serious when ihey uSk of the agricuK 
tui;al intfiorest being the chi^ stay of the state in a 
pountsy s«ch as this ; and ihat the basest levied from 
ijio Und) and those, who imsaediately depend upon 
Jt, 1MK tb^ support of the govemlnent. At any pe- 
riod itr the history of Great Britain, for the la«|t 
sixty years, this would have been a paradoxical aft* 
9e.rtion ; . and duri^ .the last, thirty years, it* would 
pot have been believed beyond the jprecincts^of a 
banmial castle or a farmer's court-yard ; but at this 
time of day it must surely be ridiculous* It is wdjl 
);nown, that, when scarcely, a tax directly afiecting 
agriculture is unrepealed, and after all the sacrifioes 
consented to by the government £br the proteetioii of . 
the land against the tax-gatherer, the revenue has inr 
greased : so that as the agricultural contributions jui 
support of thestaftearfe withdrawn, the receipts at 
^e exchequer are augifi^nted. These are fiictsthat 
require no illustration, and seem calculated to remove 
aome delusicms- at head-quarters that must hdve |i 
salutary influence in pramioting the best intec^ts Qf 
the kiiif^m* 

It wis lamentable to observe in the first assembly 
of the work);i^t three years ago^ the reasoning, thajk 
took place 'on the corn-laws, and the cultivaticm of 



d by Google 



tl8B ^ mstOET or MAwrcr. 

grahr in ^ir country. Positk4is<were advakced, wliic6 
€idiier had.no meaning at all, or^wciit.i4iieile»gA of 
iidirocating the culture of the grape ^tkei^augar-cane 
inlhe latitude of i^e-Qrampiam^ >If-tke J^aktufe 
mterpoie fay acts ^of parlaament -to give u fictitious 
value to 'land, hf encouraging the culttvatien of 
wheat on poor. ungenial. soils, whichiGod, in the ma- 
ture of things, must have destined for othertpurposes, 
similar n^easures are competent to raise the sugar- 
cane at Dunrobin Castle,, and wme^might'he presseS 
ilius'(i«m llie.graps of^Caledenia, raissed^on die du- 
cal domain^of ijDuakdd^ It is only necessary to pro- 
hibit the. importation of sugar. and foreign wines, as 
the exhilarating influences of a cup of tea or a glass 
of port are not to be dispeniied with, no matter what 
the price, in a eountiyj, >' whose merchants are 
princes, aadswhosetrafitdcers are the honourable of the 
earch,^ by whose unlimited pecuniary means anti- 
le^timate republics rise into eventM^existence, and 
cotitinentfd kings continue to mi$rti(& and decr^ in^ 
juHice. Tlie#e is 'Nothing, p^hapis, in the history 
of rational fni^n-so replete with drivelling, shifting 
sophistry, as the ?^ated diseusnons^n^e corn-laws 
ejthibit. The House of Commons, in its next sitting 
oil the consideration of these laws, ought to en&rce 
'4he standing < order for t^e exdusaen of strangers:; 
and try, if possible, to prevent the people from hear- 
ing in fatiixe'^ either the wisdom or the folly that may 
4)e ^elicited on the occasion:; as the debates hitherto 
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published, on this important question, accord but ill 
with the enlightened views of the legislature on some 
other subjects, and have any tendency rather tham 
that of raising the charaeter*ofparliament.in the* 
eitimatbn. of^the community. . 



. .1 
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CHAPTER 5LVIII. 

The habits and oceasional enjoyments of the people 
of Ha^ok have undergone a greater change within 
the last fifty years, perhaps, than most other places 
similarly situated. Previous to that period, the 
amusements of the ii^habitants were so mixed with 
cruelty, the feuds kept up by the two divisions of the 
town were so unceasing and inveterate, and the rude- 
ness of manners was of so prominent a cast, that 
the recollection of such a state of society is high- 
ly revolting to the feelings, and will, probably, ac- 
count for a little roughness of demeanour which is 
understood to be still perceptible, though fast wear- 
ing away. Some of the amusements hinted at may 
be noticed: Cock-fighting, with its usual attendants, 
cruelty and riot, was a regular annual treat to the 
people on Candlemas day. and in this savage amuse- 
ment the young and the old experienced much plea* 
sure. Two or three hundred of these bipeds were of- 
ten placed in pugnacious array at that period, and 
usto particular auspices. The Schoolmasters of the 
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town requiested all their male scholars to produce, 
cocks on that occasion; sothat, in one school, thirty 
or fiirtjr couple of these -feathered combatants would* 
have been mustered to destroy each other; whik the* 
sehoalmister presided in the arena as Master qftlie^ 
Ceremomes. This- disgraceful practice has long 
ceased.*^-* A^ barbarous custom which prevailed ainong 
the butdiers in -the times alluded to*is now. also dis^ 
continued,, namelj, taking the'Iegs from- cattle with* 
a hatchi^, to bring them down previous to slaughter. 
ThiK horrid prisctxce was frequently witnessed on the 
public street, : when a beast had been driven ^to furyf 
-or had become uxuDanageable through the brutality 
or carelessness of the driver; . The inhabitants ware 
often shodLed with snA somses»« wjien an additional 
h)pe, or 1^ savageness in the butcher, might easily 
have enabled him to derive the animal of life in a 
gent}er way.. It may be added, ■ that' the mode of 
.slaughtering cattle still persevered in^. in most coun-* 
try towns, is any thing but an evidence of humanity; 
in those who follow the business ^ a deshef* 



About fifty six years^ ago^^ a» Jbo€!;ba& was plajied' 
tonually on FasternV&ve within- the- town, the in- 
habitants who lived on the We$t Side of the waser 
of Sli trig' being matched/ against those who resided 
on the £d&t Side of it. > This amusement had a bad 
tendency in keeping up, and promoting, a species of 
wap-or'dghtiDg that had been carried on, timeout of 
mind, between the people (principally boys^^.ofttha 
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'Enat and West divisiansef tiua toirn. i This frud^ m 
whuh the boys below sixteen years at. offt wate, tbe: 
duef eombatanfcSy was fostered by thm: seniors ; atid* 
even parents and masters have been known to eneou*: 
rage their apprentices and children- to j(»n;in the. 
scene of contention. The youngsters of thait period^ 
toof formed themselves into regimenta; haddhimsy 
standards . and halberds, and were anhed dso with 
stones,; clubs^ and even swords. . Thesebattlea were 
soaetintes carried to such a height, that adults were 
induced, to mingle in them. Cuts,, contusions, and 
bloodshed were common occurrences ; . and all the 
evil passions that are excited by a state of civil war 
frequently pervaded the place. 
, This warlike/ propensity, was fiercest. for two or 
three, weeks. before and after the playing.df the hall 
on.|^aatetn^eYe, and for. the;saine length of time pre*- 
vioiis ^ and after the 4th. of July annually. At the 
latter period two bonfires were .lighted by the oppos^ 
ing^pajrties, at the, east and. we^t extremities «f the 
town, a praetice that .had prevailed for centuries, and 
which was the prindpal cause of prolo^ing these 
riniidikvous contentions. Preparations were made by 
lai^.colleotions of combustible materials by the boys 
' fota^month before these firea were lighted up, and 
hostilities were carried on foor the capture and reoap-» 
ture of portions of the fuel, each party being deters 
mined to have the larger iSre. All the loose/wood, 
(if. unprotected), fences, gates, einp^y casks, tar^bar* 
ida»jiud skeletons of.d^dhorsesi that.eottld.be found 
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in the neigbfaottiboocU were undeffetobd to be lawful 
plunder on tins oecaium ; and^wben any of tbe'Tivaf 
marauding parties in quest oB fn^l tame iii contact^ a 
battle was inevitable. For two> cue tbiee nigbts pre^ 
Arious to the kindling of the bonfires, desperate atK 
tempts, wfaiob sometimes succeeded, w%re occasional- 
ly made by /one party to carry off the whole collected 
materials of its adversary. The vanquished^ in this 
<;ase, were condemiicd to a sbort-Hved blaze, raisied^on * 
the spur of the moment, and which oonld do little 
-moiethan make ^^ darkness visible ;^ while the aeew- 
mulated flames, that proceeded from the bonfire of 
the victors, announced the auccessful exploits of its. 
t)wners. These periodical quarrels, whernn Ofte*>half 
of the. inhabitants; were mustered • in predatory ^anfl 
fighting-order, against the odier, .had the mosfmitf- 
chievous cbnsequenees, and made a coni^ete sepaiaK- 
;ti(m of the people inter two hostile tribesi There is * 
a tradition that these bonfires had a& allusion* to thbr 
burning of die town, which took place on the appma'di • 
•of the English^ in tbe-sixteenth century, aad4o vtHf- 
ther sacking of the place,* which occurred prior ti> 
.that period. From these two events arose a sayiti|^ ' 
amo^g the old inhabitants, that ^Hawick had beeit 
:twice burned, and the fealty of the- people twice prov* 
ed by fire.^ Hence were the twabonfires kepr up ar 
memorials of tt|e feats that had been performed of old 
tin this border burgh. ^ 

The bonfires had repeatedly been attempted to*b^ 
.put down Jby the magistatcs, but popular prejudlflfe-^ 
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was 80 ftirong in favour of these remnantt of anti^tt^- 
tfj that their suppression in this way was found to be 
inpracticisible; * The changes that are 'in progresi^ 
howerer^'on the habits and enjoyments of the people, 
by the steady. operation: of education,' or intdlectual 
culture, accomplished the extinotioa of the bonfires 
twenty-five years ago without a murmur. At that 
period the ground- on which, one. of these nuisances 
had blazed annually for ages was let* by the magiv 
^strates for a. garden, without the smallest (^ipositiixo^ 
•and the rival fire,, for want of an opponent, was net* 
' \8er ags^ift kindled. . ^ • 



-. At imnAer ol the. old games or amusenients «nong " 
ihtfys in.the border distriots, were emblematical of the 
inroaihr aC ibe Eli^isii^iii fimner itiiaes. One of tVt^ 
jppncipal aanffsnenCSi^of this desenpcion Arty years 
:ago,.and now nearljE' extini^," in this town was^ealleii 
*** The Pledges.? The game 'was playedvbyK parties 
of twelve, fourteen, or twenty of a^side, upon an opeii 
piece of ground. A line of demarcation was drawft 
ixetweefii them. Their coats, vests^^hats, and shoes^ 
were cast ofi*,. atd laid on the ground in two heap^, 
laseoty or. thittyv yards. back from the Une ^n. each 
aide. ;The, capture of the clothes or pledges was the 
essence of the^me, .and to^proteot these thecontend- 
jiig liartiesarranged themselves along tbe^margin of 
the line, each boy directly facing his ahtagonnt. The 
fdremost combatants (the stoutest boys). were suppdrt- 
jd'IMnnd by another division,, vho were swifter of 
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footy and wh'a had a difl^rent datj. tcr petfotrm. Tlie 
game commenced widi ^e mutual cbaUenge of ^ 3^ 
yourfiiot on Sootdi gnniiid, yeJQnglidi, ifye.daie.i'*^ 
OfiiiBtkafS hegka hf th& Jioys of tbe finuit zinka par^ 
vying at each other^ and by attett){»tmg la ptdliHifi 
anotbec orec the line, that divided the ^'siker^km^ 
doms,'^ :aiid.thns.to make pnsDneB^ ^in^h: waiP dbae 
when, a boy was.aexzedEon hisvBdreiK8aTie»^«id0*>of %}» 
line; . The priso^^ mtn^ pboedmibe miv ^te^e^foi 
tbe pledges of theiir opiK>Heitts. When^tiie'Tpiilfikig 
and bdulmg of ihe foremoBt naik»bad bmught ar^^f^ 
ficiait niBxd)er o£ ti»a ioombalanti: td tbegiiwaii}^ tiM: 
sear!diTi8iiMi:o£«a(^ party vefT on; the afert, to> maW 
adfetfh at:tbiB:]^ges:drthe«ik|ay^' and^^ewvy thenit 
off, mxa i^liav^prkotutisr wfa»|p w^rdoni^ by t0U<^ 
ing: A&k cmiik dmriiAnd. - The. lelo!^ or lij^ ^^^ 
stoas^wefe^tooaiiy^fliilB^awift:;; aMid^lhe<bn»^ Whea* 
vy divisionSy^al^e ^mumg. > One ov tiro- sliBiM ftUWi: 
bad no sooner dra;«n» anr aditonaty aeMW the liner ittid 
made him prisoner^ thaw the ' other p«tty in a'diib^ 
rent iquarter had TetaUated. A Ugbt sqaad hod b« 
sooner succeeded in rdieviMg a prisdHier <». ift capfUf^ 
ii^ a pledge, than a "flying -division of %he ebcitoiy peN 
haps bad done the samo^and thus* was the gaipe pto^ 
longed, tbe' gymnastic quatities of the adtorii im^ 
proved, and iske general interest and anxiety -kept 
^p, fot-vhich this warlike jntenile amusement was; 
by a Gmnet race so highly nbdied. 



A priKstioe prevailed in Uawieb,. witbhi the l^jsl 
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fifty years, of annpuncuig the deaths of the inhabi- 
tants by prochimati(m« A hand-beD, with a fine so- 
norous tone, was rung along the streets by a burgh- 
officer, who .proclaimed at intervals, that ^* A. fi. .a' 
brother ova 8ister,.had departed this life, at the plea- 
sure of the Lord.^: This oer^nony: was»perfixrmed: 
with blooming' sdelB&ity, the jmnounoemaBt of the 
name and designation <^ tho defiihct being preceded 
an^ followed by. a sort of muttering* or dumb shew> 
with a reverential lifting of the hat; all of which 
seemed an imposing relict of Catholic iimes. When: 
the officer had^ finished his.> duty, on the streets,l.a. 
piece, of n^onkish triek^«foll6wed : .the beil,*oh whi^ 
was Engraven a long Latiii label, was carried to ttio^ 
hurial^hou3.e^ and deposited at the feet of the corpse.-. 
QChis.was understood to be .a chann which kept the 
IJ^evi^and^his legions* at a proper distaBce,-whilo.>the: 
soul of the dead man performed its jouniey. td hea^ 
yen ; and it would have been. more, unsafe.in; those 
times,, and savoured more af-heatheBism,. to have 
doubted the efficacy g£ such procedure,, than it would 
be at the. present period Je doi^bt.what some people 
consider the. essentials of the Christian system of 
worship. Such are the wondofiil' innovations pro- 
duced .by time. •;i . > i ^ 

* As many of the readers of this booli: say never teve had 
the curiosity to look, into •• Durham on the Commimdnients/* 
the following extract majr be amusiiig, as illustrative of the su- 
jpemlticms ^redulit^'.sbt only of the vulgv but of thelem^» 
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- ' An mhuman mode of bitT3rii^ the poor prevailed 
abbttt foxtj years ago. Then, ^^ow, '4)n the death 



in fbnner timefl. Durham, in Bis Ad(hv8B to the Raider» pre- 
fixdl to thewoik alluded to, dated July "26, 1675, condemns in 
the-most violent tenus, daacing'and sfage-f^kja. <« The remaik^ 
says he, that thewriter of • Magick' de Spectrisr lA. 1. 6isl. 
287,,page 285, hath of this profime, promncuotts danoing, wiiidi 
the waBtoDs of this age so much. practise, pndse, and pn^e tfiehui 
selves in is veiy remarkable, thai there wat hardly any meeting he* 
twiatihe Devil and WiUhet^ wherein there wai hot dancing, lucfa 
complacency hath the Unclean l^rit in this exercise. • Of the 
remarkable judgments which have lighted on the composers and 
actors of plays, the following may speaik Tor many, aiffirmed by 
Ludovicusyives, in his Notes on Augustine de Civit Dei^ 
1&.. 12.- cap. 256 fiom. persons of good credit, that a certain mdn 
who having in a stage-play, in one ef the cities of Brabant, acted 
the Devil*s part, and going home dancing to his house, and in 
that habit accompanying with-his wife, and saying he would be- 
get a ^vU eniier, hadA child bvpught forth taiiim, that danced 
so soon as it^vas born, tbeing afatpad as inea used to paint the 
Devi).— —FersoiiB that ane once misIM by stajge-plays, though 
civil or religious, bei^g seldom <«peedily iyackdmed from them ; 
this was also exemplified in that late English gentlewoman of 
good rank, who spending much of her. precious time in attend- 
^MeoD^tagetplays, ai^ fiiffing'at last into a dangerous sidoiess, 
whereof she died, anno 1631; friends,'in her extremity, sent 
f0r a mmister to' prepare her -for death; -who beginning to m- 
a^rv^and exhort her te repent, and eaU on God for mer^fsfte 
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"Of ja^prnqpei^ ihe^riah ms at the .expense of the*iu* 
neffal# and a sipguiar ipannet of intemient U)dk places 
Sueh funerals were well attended to the churchyard; 
«nd on the procession arriving at the grave, the coffin 
ivas let half-way down into it, two bolts were drawn 
.hy the. sexton, the bottom -of, .the Qhest.£ew opi^n on 
jhinges, when ^he .remaw. oC A^feUoffir-^reatUTe,. in a 
<iinnding sheet, sounded Against the ground. This 
>oakeii coffin, which was sdrong and/^capadiousy^had 
carried all the poor of ^the polish 'to dieir resting-*: 
place for centuries. These were eeenes, purely ,- 
Enough to ** harrow up the sotri**— btrt ** thrift, 
thrift, Horatioi^ ts fvequentfy opposed to^ huma<^ 
'nity.'* 



laade no reply at aiU : bui^cHed out ■* Hieroiiioio ! Hienmlmo ! 
O let ine tee. Hiesonimo acted!* A&d so^calting ibr.a |>la7, in. 
atead of eaUing en Cod foraier^ oloaed tier dying ejjes, and bad 
af^iful-end, answeraWe to her miserable life. Anil in those 
serendpeisbQa wbe were dlsttaeted with Uie .Visible apparition 
^ the Dei^il, on. the stage: 4it the Beli-8avage-Play4Mni8e ih 
^tieen EUsabetlr^ days, whila l&ey weve behotding iiae History 
^f Faustus prafiwely acted.** • ■ Foir more examples, the 
Author refersto^* Pfimi*s Histrio Mastix.*' 

* It is less than forty yeass «nce mobs, nots»i»nd 4ghtuig 
{prevailed at evezy fair or latgi market he\4»^wk ; . wrl^len 
.ar.thu4iay,sucUexhibitioD8are.afaQoiBt ui^Jfn^wo. .Wheowil^ 
a knoarjedge of thisi^^a^vaved state of aoeiety b^m^ aj^gaieot 
4a the tnttisactioiiB of the goveraors of £urq|^ P . M/Jbea mli 
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^ This town and neighbottrliockF, eveii id ft redisni! p^ 
riod, w&e rather celebratid as th» xcsidences tt ^' 
goodly number of the "weird sisters,**. whose incani 
tations and exploits were marvellous and many. At 
the present time there is not above a dozen of old wo-i 
men in the place (some d( them in breeches, peri 
haps,) who have not giv6n up their alle^nce to 
^ese supem&tural beings; although the ageni^ of 
^uch spirits w^ less dotibted forty years ago than ard 
ho# the motion and rotundity of the earth. This lei 
gacy of monkish craft and ignorance has long beeii 
losing its hold on the ^im^licity and prejudice" d£ 
mankind.-*One ca^se which hastened the overthrow 
of witchcraft in this place, was a sermon preached by 
a neighbouring clergyman, Dn Charters of Wilton, 



the united influence of education, comuiewe, Wid intelligence, 
put a stop to the devastataois of war ? The eatistence of such 
9L state of things can, at least, be wished for^ if not anticipatedt 
although the precise period at which cabinets shall pemut this 
blessed reign to commence cannot be detemiiaed* Strange re. 
volutions appear to be in progress; however, when even courts 
Biay begin to doubt the utility of extendedteititories and colon!* 
al charnel-houses ; while idle soldiers, who can 8aj% may also 
become unfa^ihionable, from a new light having broke in on the 
rulers of mankind, which will probablj show tp demonstration* 
that the industry, intelligence, and freedom of a people are not 
only the sources of pro^erity and order in a state, but the 
broad foundation also, on which the impregnable and everlast- 
ing bulwarks of a country can alone be raised* 
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thirty jesis ago. In thiti discourse the Doctor ^tnt- 
ed^ out, with a clearness of intellect, and a plainnete 
of language, peculiarly fais.oWn, the profiineness anjl 
absurdity .that are involved in the belief of such se^ 
cond causes as witches, fairies, And ghosts. • He 
showed, by unanswerable arguments, the ignorance 
and impiety of those who supposed that the Wise 
Omnipotent -Creator of the countless worlds which 
occupy the immensity of space would j[>art with some 
of the highest attributes of Deity $-~and for what? 
why to confer them on a few of the .most worthless 
•and miserable wretches that have appeared in the hu- 
man form. Such a belief is .almost blasphemous. 
This sermon. and thexcmversation ittgave rise to had 
> ' fiwerful effect, and did more to undermine the in- 
flijyence of the successors of the old womitn of Endor 
than the ordinary current of experience had done for 
generations. The labours of this venerable man have 
been invariably directed to remove,' by degrees, the 
obstacles that have been interposed to human im- 
provement, to lessen prejudice, to weaken the power 
of superstition, and to enforce the observance of those 
practical duties by which the frame of civilized soci- 
ety is kept together. The Doctor has given a libra- 
ry to hi^ parish, which is under the management of 
the schoolmaster, and the books aie given out gratis. 
In reflecting upon the character of Dr. Charters, as 
a minister of religion, who, during a long life, lias 
** practised what he preached,^ it may be permitted 
.to:say to his brethren of the church, *VGo ye, and do 



d by Google 



'BA».'GHA&TSftS; - VPL 

likewise.^ The Doetor^s published seimons are per- 
haps inferior tonone in the English language. They 
are sententious, argumentative,, occasionally eloquent, 
and evince an intimate knowledge of human nature. 
His devotional discourses breathe the pure spirit o£ 
Christianity. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

lis the year 1745) when Charles Edward made an 
attempt to recover the throne of his ancestors, the 
firiends df the exiled family appear to hare been nu« 
merotts in the town of Hawick, while some of the 
neighbouring country gentlemen bore commissions in 
the rebelanny. On the Princess march from Edin- 
burgh to Carlisle, a considerable party of his officers, 
with Lord Balmerino at their head, stopped here one 
night, and took possession of the Tower, the ducal re- 
sidence of Buccleueh in the town. An old shoe- 
maker of character and property, whose^ notions upon 
state affairs were of the legitimate order, and who 
had long believed ^' there would never be peace till 
Jamie came hame,^ grew impatient after the arrival 
of the Highlanders, that none of them had been bil- 
leted upon him. The dwellitig-place of this son of 
Crispin being at some distance from the town, none 
of the soldiers had come his way ; but he was re- 
8(dved not to be baffled by an accident, and haviilg 
arranged matters at home for the comfortable lodging 
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of some of these officers of the faith and paternal go- 
vernment, he left his father^s house, acompanied by 
ft faithful lacquey, in quest'of the gallant followers of 
his prince, that some of them might partake of po^ 
lu$k with him, taste his maiU and mountain dew^ 
and that he might have an opportunity of testifying 
his attachment to the unfortunate house of Stuart. 
A gentleman of the neighbourhood, who had a com* 
pany in the princess army met our honest Jacobite at 
the Cross. Civilities having been exchanged^ the 
burgher gave the man of war to understand thAt 
things were in readiness at home for the entertain-^ 
ment of a few friends, and to drink ^* the health of 
him that was far ftwa\^ Captain Scott was well 
aware how matters stood in the town with reference 
to the cause of his royal master. He told the IfQrdl 
leather-cutter, that the soldiers were already all well 
lodged, and that he was at present engaged in fornfr- 
ing a party, who were to meet in the evening at the 
house of Mr. Gladstains, the town-clerk, to toast a 
cup of brandy to the renewed union of the Thistle 
and Lily, to drink success to the daring enterprise of 
Prince Charles,, and to ^^ make the wel&rn ring^ witb 
^^ the man shall enjoy his ain again.^ A select par* 
<ty ef the officers,, with » number of respectable citi- 
aens met, accordingly, and ps^sed the night in the 
most joyous manner, while the lo^alest demonstra- 
tions of feelmg were evinceii for the wayward fortunes, 
of a legUimate-kiiig. So general and strong were Js- 
cobitiul opinions. at the time in. this town^ that, at 
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the election of the magistrates, aad other (fleers cf 

the burgh, in the following year, Mr. Gladstans, who 

was re-dected town-cler&, refused to take the oaths 

• to government ; and there was sudi a sympathy with 

. this -votary of divine right among die cmnmuiiity, 

that another lawyer was allowed to t^ the oaths ia 

the way of proxy. The two held the offioe jointly 

. fi>r a considerable period. 



Had the legitimate scioii of the house of Stuart^ 
Charles Edward^ been as wdl qualified to take the 
- field, for the recovery of hiis &tber''s throne, as it is 
said, he was fitted, like some of his predeeessors, for 
the softer duty of a ^^ champion of the dame8,^per* 
haps the industry, enterprise, and science of the 
British empire would yet have been stroggUng un- 
,der, if not banished or destroyed by tb^ fanatic 
tyranny of that in&tuated fiimily. When Charles 
finade the las£ attempt of his race to recover the 
:power and dignity of bis ancestors,^ the principles 
which phoed the House of Brunswid^ on the throne 
were not understood by the people, and were secretly 
jC(Nidem]!ied by a great proportion of the noble and 
wealthy &milies of the country.* . There is evety rea- 
^son to believe, too^ that the feelings and pregudieea 
«f the people of Hawick were^ot unique at that day,, 
but were too much in unison with the general tone 
;and feeling of the kingdom ; and» indeed, that the 
nation'at the RevdutiMi appears to have been rescued 
:firoia ignorance and oppression^ by the wisdom and 
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courage rf a few leftdimg Wl^^ FuailiM opiy, sap. 
ported by an WMteady, thoiigh enliittsiastic ^alanx ot 
Badiai Scotch Pmibyteriaxta and English Puritans.. 
So late $B 4he period of the last rebeUTon,. the iixhabi^ 
iants 4f thiaeountrir were buB»^ more in lodging out 
ftr. priests, who could tell them the nearest road to 
heavmi, than Uk enquire whether James or George^ 
had die best daun to be first miuristrate (^ the state^ 
The political sun had not then risen upon the great. 
boil -^^ ^ people;: and although John Knox, and 
•fjoe or twe other re^ranenn had made a partial opei^ 
ingof the hmaan mind ihr the reception of opinions- 
.^ooditng national affairs, yet,, wh^ put.to the test,. 
;the people in general no moredoiibted the*right of the- 
Stuarts to» the sover^gnty of these realms, than thej^ 
•doiibted the authority of a parent to govern his; 
fiwaily. Bitt, fortunately &r the nation, Charles, 
•was ignorant of these thingii» and as incompetent 
t» avail himself of such facts, had they been, made- 
known to him, as he appears tabave been unqua^ed 
to direct the operations of war, and unfitted fi>r the 
important station of ik King. 

- Although the Pretender did not aeeompany the* 
diviskm of his army that passed thsaugh Hawick„ 
and the inhabitants were thus denied a peep, at their 
bebved prince, there, are roenuNriak of his having 
been in the neigfabourhpod,. aa well as ^e attachment 
fof the people tahis cause. An old man of the name; 
of Charles Stewart resides in the parish, who.isl)e>^ 
lieved ta he aa illegitimate sprig of the ancient ma^ 
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narchs of Scotland. He-had been a pauper for muxy 
ytean. Peiiiaps, did my Loid Liverpool know of 
this circtimstance, he might at a favourable moment 
whisper it in the royal ear. A hAj from this town 
followed Charlea to Carlisle^ bnt,. by some means or 
other, *was not so lucky as to get an audience. Se^ 
veral of the people here had their childrea named 
Charles or James ^ token of affection for the. royal 
^exiles, and among the rest the father of the writer 
of these pages, n^seived the name of the prince. . On 
the other hand, the^ royal hero of Carlisle and Cull»- 
den was destined to have his name expunged from 
the catalogue of Christian appellations by the good 
people of this plaee^ and Will or Cumberland were 
names given only to the more ferocious of the buH 
or dog species*^ It is understood that these eviden** 
ees of popular attachment and dislike were then quite 
common in Scotland — such were the temper and dis? 
position of the inhabitants in those times.. 



An old gentleman, * who died ur Hawick about 
forty years ago, had been an officer under pxince 
Charles, was respectably connected^ and much es»' 
teemed by all who knew, him, and went on crutches 
in the latter period of his life; The old man had a 
yearly feast at Christmas, when his friends were^ask« 
ed to see him. His guests^ as might be expected^ 



• Mr. Olsd^taitas of Whitkn^ 
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wexe ufluallj all of the oU scbool,' impi^B^ftt^ imh 
the genuine Jacobite leaven^ and theprincip^ of the 
Teteran himself v^re rivetted on his soul by a Qonneo- 
tioD, it was said, with the holy Catholk i^hurcji. At 
^e inentioa of George or. Hanover,, he wojild' dart 
hia qres on the speaker with the fierceness c^ 4 basi^ 
liak« At another time, when .rallied vnpoxk the reigiv*- 
iog: family^ which a Aiend 80Hietime«f, took the Kbe»- 
q of doing, he .wa«ktd have >waved, the subject hg 
bummuig a line or two^ of aA old dqi^l song t 

Your Geordie was « GemiMi kurd^ 
That used to delve his ain kail jard* 

. Old .Mr. .Gladstains was ixnrely simtten with^ the 
Ofl^ta. of ague and rheumatism in the evening of life^ 
a^d tkekei^ east wijad, ctf course, was a terrible fbe^ 
h^ had eft«i to eocounter. Although disease ^^ had 
w^nm him te the bone^*^ and ^ fJM pitiless staorms o£ 

» adversity had pelted long against hia unfleshed 
^des ;"* altheu^ the '^proud man's contumely^ had 
al tiaaes annoyed bim^ and had badie in upon hift 
peace ; yet the wings of time that had flapped over 

'him frr ' nearly foufsoore years, had ebUiterated or 
)(nade laint theiinpiessieB of these evils^ but the east 
winds continued to piecce hii crazy tabemacky[and he 
used to d-*— n the quarigr whence they came. When 
a friend asked him hew he did to-day i^ '* O very 
weU,**^ was the reply, ^^ would these d-^ Hanoveri-^ 
ta winds but let me alone.*"*—'' How d^e do, Mr.. 
GladatuQSj^ I have not seen yea fixr some time V^ 
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^ Why, Sir, I am but pooil j ; these cruel east winds 
have confined me to my xoom for a fortnight— but 
there is ** nothing^good can come out of Nazereth.*** 
^ Mr. Gkdstains, how are you, Sir, I hate not seen 
you for a month past.** " I believe you have not. Sir, 
for I have been in bed mostly lA that time. That^^ 
ominous weathercodc ha» been pcnnting to Hanover 
for these few weeks past, and my rheumatism has* 
b^n pointing to- the churchyard^— they will finishr 
me between them,. I bdieve^ before Christmas.^ 

This old man was the descendant of an ancient 
fiunily in the neigbourhood of Hawick,, and a relative 
of the town clerk, who refused to swear allegiance to 
George the Second, and who had the courage' to 
evince, thore wa& at least one lawyer in- those days^ 
whose honesty was a match for his prudence. . Se- 
veral small estates around the t^wn belcmged to- the 
ancestCNES of these inflexibla Jacobkes ;: but the rebel- 
lions of iTlS and 1745 separated them and- their 
paternal inheritanees, and the properties have long- 
since been attached to the overgrown dukedom of 
Buocleuch. 

There is a tolerably welF authenticated incident, 
in connection with the rebellioQ. of 1745, related ef 
vd inhabitant of Hawick, whoise rational qualities 
are said to have^ been in frequent subjection to hitf 
choler, and wha would rather have carried a rous* 
quet in the ranks of Charles Edward, than he would 
have borne the baton of a marshal, in the army of 
the Elector of Hanover.. Thia stem Jacobite left hia 
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native place about seventy years :ago, and having 
ac^ired the rudimeats of the barber business, stopped 
a ^ort while in Newcasde^upon-Tyne, where he was 
graduaUy getting into emplcgnnent. Unlike his bro« 
ther Strap* whom SmoQet celebrates, he had no an- 
tipathy to instruments of death on proper occasions, 
and having an ample shase of border fievceness in his 
composition, was deemed qualified, should circum* 
stances excite his wrath, to use the sharp-edged in- 
strumeiit of his trade for ether purposes than that^ 
smoothing the diins of ^his customers; and in those 
times it would net have savoured of ^^ absolute wis- 
dom^ to have .disputed with any degree of keenness, 
in his presence, the divine xight of James to the 
throne of these kingdoms. This man had been em- 
ployed as a guide to the portion of Charles?s army 
that passed through Hawick ; he had had the hon- 
our to converse with Lord Lovat, to assure him of 
the devotion of his townsmen to the good old cause, 
and to touch his lordship^s coin upon the occasion. 
These things had sunk the impressions of attach- 
ment so deep in his soul, that he would have travel- 
ed to Palestine with unboiled peas in his ^hoes, were 
it to have saved the . life of that imfortunate noble- 
man. When this ^eccentQC demi-savage sojourned 
in Newcastle, a person resided there who had given 
evidence on the trial of Lord Lovat, and rumour had 
made current that it was principally by the testi- 
mony of this man the ^ighland Chieftain had been 
sa^ficed. The .loyal Whig had been ^inted out 
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te the Sftcobhical Borderer, who, on pasting the op^ 
iponratof the House of Stuart on the sti^eef, tised to 
turn hk head away with indignation and gnash hia 
teeth. .One evening as Strap was occupied in re* 
-fiairing the damage bis racors had sustained #om a 
jbusjr Asf'S sha^ng, who should enter the shcp but 
this Whig -wimesB, this reputed nturderer of Lord 
'Lovatl The' man was ignorant of the barber^s ho»* 
^ty to him, never having exehaQged a troyd with 
liim in his life; so being on his way home on a Sa^ 
'4urday evening, with a seven days*^ beard upon hit 
face, he noticed the shop, and step^)ed in. Strap^s. 
situation can^be more easily conceived thai) ^scrib^ 
Hed« The wild emotions of his nature began to boil 
within him ^^ like Etna^s breast of fiame.^ He con^ii 
timied to whet the razor on his hand for a few se- 
conds, incapable of speech. His customer -observed 
'Something unusual in appearances, yet took posd^ 
:^ion of the chair with oaying, he wished to be sbav- 
ved. The eonfinxnded barber infrtempted to smotber 
the rage that was accumulating Ixi his bosom, and 
proceeded to lather the face of the deVoted nian. The 
Alathering contimiing for a miniite or two, the Nor- 
thumbrian grew impatient, anddesired'him to go on. 
The infuriated shavor, not knowing what he^id; 
kept splashing the soap upen his victim from ear to 
^r. At length on drawing his weapon, to com* 
menee ulterior operations, -he tremblibgfy artieulatedt 
'" I believe, Sir, you gave evidence against Lord 
iovat?'' ^ Ye^ I did.*" " It was a serious oase 
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thar, muttered Strap, balf-choaked with wrath. 
*^ It was a glorious case,^ rejoined this irotary «f re- 
vohition. His fiite was sealed. '^ By the 6— d of 
haiven, (cried the barhariau), you shall nerer beu: 
witness' more !^' when the maniac absolutely dis* 
patched the wretched man, '^ uaanoiated unanealed,^ 
to the other world. The barber was never heard ^ 
afterwards. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

In ax^ Instoiical sketch of the town of Hawick or 
observations which the subject may suggest, it would 
appear indispensible ikat something be said of the 
lord of the manor, the successor to the venerable 
James Douglas of Drumianrig, towhom the burgh 
owes its existence, and%7 whose disinterested munifi- 
cence property has been placed 4n the hands of the 
magistrates, which adds materially to their influence 
and usfulness, at the same time that it supersedes 
the imposition on the inhabitants (^^Imost every lo- . 
cal public burden.;*-a state of things that perpetu- 
ates the memory of the Baron in^he recollections of 
a gratefiil community. 

The Duke of Buccleuch has long been possessed 
of the property and baronial rights which in this dis- 
trict belonged anciently to the Douglases, Barons of 
Drumianrig and Hawick, and, with one single ewcep* 
tiony the ducal family have been as remarkable for 
the harmless passive virtues, in their connection with 
the town, ,as the^ood sold Baron was for acts of pa- 
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triotic importance and positive good. It wtQ, doubt-^ 
less, be pardoned in a burgess of this town, who, tot^ 
a considerable. period,' has been>more or less engaged 
in the affairs of the burg|i, to revert once more to the 
circumstance, which^ forms tha exception alluded to, it 
being an> event in the hiitory of theplace that has 
been unceasingly lamentedi and will probably never 
be forgotten ; nor will the actors* in it^ever be-forgiv- 
en by the inhabitants. The serious loss of property 
which the town suffered in the contest with the Duke 
of Buccleuch is brought to mind by- almost ever^ 
n^ovementof the eorporatioo' of any consequence; in 
as much as the limited finances of the burgh frequenV 
If compel, the muni^pal authorities to of^ose, or to 
delay ,-^he commencement of public works of evident 
utility, so that every project in contemplation for im« 
proving, the town, or for the benefit of the inhabit 
tants, calls up. recollections of that disastrous lawsuit. 
The income of the town, as formerly noticed, amounts 
to about <£400 annually,;, but had the unfortunate 
contest with the lord. of. the manor, and the division 
of the common that followed, not taken place, .the re^ 
sources of /the corporation would probably; by this 
time have been doubled,, and consequently the power 
of the magistrates to improve theplace, and benefit 
the inhabitants in: various ways, would have propor* 
.tionably increased. Notwithstanding what has aU 
ready, been done for the common weal, much yet re* 
mains to be accomplished, and shovjd the town, oon* 
tinue. to. thrive, and be. extended, as has of late yean 
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been witaenecl, the publio income moat become more 
and more nuidec[cmto to mec^ tKe necessarily increas- 
ing expenditure 0f the burgh govenunent. Did the 
Duke of Bucdench know the questionable manner in 
which (me4kird of the oommonty of the town of Ha- 
wiek was wiested from its owners, by the agents of 
bis anc^tor ; were he informed of the methods resort- 
ed to en that oeeasion^ in the name of bis family, to 
iteize a part of the burgh property ;: shouM ^he pover- 
ty of the; tows ui those times, and its consequent m- 
ab9ity to defend its property and rights against such 
a powerful antagonist, ever be communicated to him ; 
were be told hew the seamy meana of the town were 
swallowed up by the rapacity of hiwyars, who, m 
these days sucked, like the horse-leech, the vitals of 
their clients, and at last laid the burgh prostrate at 
the feet of its opponent^ for the wtaat o#'money to* pro- 
long the lawsuit, it might impress the young mind 
of this noblenian with the idea of undoing so much 
iniquity.. Should the present Duke ever Ieafi» the 
etroumstancea of the case eorrectly, and withal, that 
while the deed Was perpetrating^, so ruinous to an. in- 
dustrious people, his virtuous grand&ther, undergo 
coleux of whose name every thing was carried on,, was 
all the tioae of the contest ignoranyt of it, being a mi- 
ner and a boy, suqh a statement might probably in- 
duce hmi te enquire into particukiis^ Whea to all 
this i$ added a circumstance,, which, in a modem 
ooturt of justice,; as well as in the estimation of his 
6rac% will perhaps stagger more than any thing hi- 
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therto^stated, namely^ that every acce of the town* • 
lands is dearly and definitely pointed out, and con- 
veyed by. diacter.and disposition -of James Douglasi^ 
ofDrumlanrig, in perpetuity to the burgh;.* that 
themarches and meaths of the oommonty named by 
the .venerable donor still .essist, . and are well known;: 
that every furloi^ detached from the townV proper* 
ty is as distinctly specified and conveyed to the bur- 
gesses as the land that remains in. their possession; 
and' that «the only plea of > the: Duke, viz. aservitttde, 
of pasturage by. start and oWloup was at- that day 
as strong . against him as it could be for him ; because ^ 
from the.want of fences,' and the carelessness of the- 
cowherd, . the-town-scattle had taken start and oVloup 
for generations on the conterminous lands of his - 
Grace,- as weH as^the cattle of themeighbouring far- 
mers had .done on the*, property of the town. When * 
all these. things are considered, there is assuredly:' 
some reason to^hope ^for restitution.? . 

These are^me of the particulars connected with' 
Uie unfortunate conteist which took place between the 
Duke i£ Buccleuch and the town of Hawick, the con;- 
sequencea of which have been so disastrous to the 
o«e party,, while the paltry » addition « of property 
ceded to theprineef^ Dukedom of Buccleuch on the- 
other, is like.a dxop added' ta* ther ocean. Should^ 
, Duke . Walter j after coming of age, .be^ indueed, by ^ a « 



* See Appendix. 
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plain mid oey^tfiil statement ofhictBj. to review the 
proceedings iii that e^ae,. there is reason, to believe 
he would discover in the conduct of the agents and 
curators, of the esitate^^ during a former minority, that, 
the character of his House had^ been tarnished. The 
numerous virtues of Duke Henry, in whose nonage 
the unfortunate lawsuit was- carried ou, are so* welt: 
ftnown^, and so ihcompat&ie wiih the transaction^ that 
lihey create^ as ilb wer«, a moral impossibility in. 
his' fiivoui? Hence is there evfiry reason to believe^ 
that had he been mad» acquainted with the nature o£; 
the contest^, and been competent to act^at the period^ 
it commenced^ the kind and. generous demeanour of 
that Nobleman,, the dbtanee of. his wa^^s from that o£ 
eovetousness^. and the native repugnance to injustice 
in his soul, were guarantees that he would have 
quashed such a process at tjie onset, and cast it with, 
i^s abettors from him, ^^ like, a detested sm;^ 

The inhabitants o£ Hawick, even at this day^tak^ 
ing all the circumstances into oonskferation^ are not. 
without hopes The present Bej^'esentative of the 
family of Bucdeuii^h- will come of age^. and into ^ the- 
.possession of his estate, undeEthe. most favourable 
auspices. His territorial^ domain is perhaps un^ 
equalled in ^e empire, either for extentor. value.— ^ 
This vast property,. too^,. by alLacaounts,.unmortgaged' 
and firee^^with % oonsideraJblft portion unentailed; his. 
Kne of ancestry unsullied ;; on the omtrary^. the me^. 
mory of his fathers,, misled up with numerous and 
atiBiIing excellencies h the^ almostunlimitcd means, iib 
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his power to- do gpod^y not only to his tenantry and! 
neighbours j but gener^ytathat soeiety^over which 
he is placed by^ fortune as one of its natural leaders^ 
and whose example, will betr found to^be of greater in^. 
fluencA than:r volume^ of penal^ laws. Pbssessing these^ 
powerful q[ualification»^ to extend and support thet 
character, of his house, thapeogle of Hawick enter*, 
tain the most fawmrablje expectations^^akhough tJkse? 
may savour of siraplictiy in the estimation of worldly 
men.. In thesetinu^, too, when.the prince andlthe-^ 
peasant, are sisted indiscriminateljr. at the bar of' 
publicopinion ;. when it is an admiited.axiom^.thatr 
wealth, and titles,, and power^are secondary to vir- 
tue and tale«ts,.and valuable onlj^when acewapanied^ 
with them,, an, inhabitant oi^this town may assuredl}^ 
entertain a hope, without bemg liable to the charge:: 
of utoptanism^ thati the present Duke, on reviewing 
the circumstances of that oppressivairansaction, may 
afford relief to the injured. An. ad of.this mimifi^. ^ 
cent description is within his reacB ;: and,, if rumours- 
speaks true,, it would be anact not mote compatCble 
^ith hispower and thejionoiur of hi& name, than con^ 
sonant to his disposition and feelings., 

In^ reflecting upon this un&rtunate subject,^.an idea-^ 
naturally; presents itself:. In what manner^ is ther- 
Duke to be approached^ and infioomed of the pars' 
ticulars?/ Unaoi|uainted: with the transactimi him-., 
self,, and. possibly not a record or^ paper in existence^ 
wherethemost distant allusion is made to ii^excq^ 
Qn.the.files::of. thaCourt.ofi Session^or^in the.buri^ 
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annals of Hawick, nor is it Vkefy that 6iieh an events 
or any part of the proc^edijigs connected with it,. 
has ever, formed a minute^s topic of oenversation, or 
heen heard (^ in that noble family:*— perhaps the On^ 
ly mode of. procedjaiQ left, in. such- circumstances^ is 
for the magistrates, to submit a memorial to his 
Grace,. embiBjcing in detail alLthe facts of the case, 
with a copy of the Charter and Disposition of Drum^ . 
lanrigi, and a plan of the commonty or property of 
the town previous .to, and subsequent to the division.;, 
and, as there is no secret or sinister purpose in view, 
it wouldappear tobe immaterial whether the docu** 
ments are presented by a deputation from the Burgh 
Authorities, or through the ordinary channel of com<* 
munication,, which great landed proprietors have 
found necessary, as well for the. better management 
of their, business, as- for. their own convenience.— 
Were the town. to. agree to memorialise the Duke 
upon this interesting subject, the facts of the, case a£. 
ford matter, that. would arrest attention,, and make 
him acquainted with an incident connected with the 
estate, wherein. the factors of his> revered ancestor apr 
pear to have been more anxious to add acres . to the 
Dukedom than to confer honour or dignity on their 
young Master,^ under whose authority they professed, 
to act*. 

At the presentcjay^ . when society in this country 
is advancing so stei^dily in every^ department of knoipc- 
ledge, as well ^as in every other useful and honourable 
]||ursuit connected with- civilized life ; . when theabro* 
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gation of injurious laws, and th€ rexnovtl of villain- 
ous abases, form some of the leadTng acts of Goviein- 
xnent ; wben sentiments that chime so ill witK the 
wisdom and practice of our ancestors, and even withr 
the more recent policj of the** heaven-bom minister,"* 
are nightly cheered in the House* of Cbmmoxus, pros-- 
pects ofno ordinary interest are evidently opening ow 
the empire : Seemg therefore- that a dispositSm ex- 
ists is< the highest places to correct wh«t n wrong ;:. 
that rigJH is making gradual inroads on might ; ^at: 
science is overcoming every obstacle, and the prin- 
ciples of a sound philosophy threatening to put down^ 
|kno6t every absrurd and ev3 thing ;. it is< probab% 
not supposing too much, that the young Nobleman? 
who enjoys at this period the honours o£ Buccleuclu 
may be destined to remove, by an act of generosfiy,. 
t\\B only stain that is known to be attached to the ' 
virtues and dignity of his House*. 

Wbei» reviewing the transactions of the burgh, 
government j and ruminating on that event by ^vhich^ 
the town was diespoiled of several hundred acres of 
landf^aninhabitant of Hawick, like the prcqphet of old,., 
is apt to^ break out inte lamentation; and. should he 
in his walling indulge too long, or with unmeasured^ 
language, in condemning that union of rapacity and^ 
mismanagement which was productive of so mucb 
misfoctune to bis native placey perhaps the more 
generous portion of hi8fellow-c}ti2ettSkwill bedisposedi 
to acquit him, or to imputo to him only a specie o£ 
pious error,., or mistaken zeaL 
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ISQ . HI8T0EY OF HAWICK. 

The Customs levied within the to#n of Uawiok, 
Bnder the authority of the Duke of Succleuch^ as 
Lord of the Manor, have, of late years, become a se- 
rious evil^ through the encroaching industry of the^ 
eoUectors, although thnrty years ago the tax. was so 
light in its operation,, that the people scarcely knew 
it existed ; and only twenty years ago, the money 
collected was so trifling, that the tacksman of Hawick 
mills, who is the customer, could not get a person ta 
lent or collect the paltry, impost.. This tax or custom 
on the traders of the place was in former timealevi* 
able only on persons who at &irs, and on. public, 
market dap, exposed certain articles for sale on the 
streets; and to a, fee that was also levied, as it still 
is, for ascertaining diB weight of bulky gooda^ m a 
weigh.house kept by his Grace. This fee, is paid 
without a niurmur. Of late ye^rs, however,- the 
practice of levying custom has been essentially 
changed. It is of little consequence,, ^at the present 
day^ to enquire how this tax originated, as by the 
law o£^^ use and wont,^ it has become part and par.^ 
eel of the system by which ^e good people of Scot- 
land enjoy the benefits of the social compact- Yet 
although it cannot be got rid of, in present circum- 
stances, it is eyid^t tha,t such a remnant, of feudal 
absurdity should rather be ohecked than encouraged. 

On dbe: first ocactipn of CHStom^ perhaps, some sort 
of benefit was conferred, or protection* a&rded to the 
persons from whom.it was levied Jn the t)lden time, 
when the.border marauder and the feudal baron alter- 
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nately bote sway, the badness of the peaoeM ^trad^ 
wdold frequently require to be protected, and the bi^ 
ron of the barony was mo^ likely to afford the ne6e$- 
sary protection; who, in 'his turn, would demand 
something in the shape of remnneratton er homag6 
for bis attention to plebeian interests. The Duke of 
Bucdeuch, being the representative of Denglas ef 
Drumlanrig, in whose time these customs prob&bly 
^mmenced, has -an indiqputed right to levy, if hd 

' pleases^ the impost in question, namely, custom Statik 
persons who offer for sale certain wares on the public 
streets, at fairs, or on market-days, and for gooda 
weighed in his weigh-house-— a penny Soots for this 
article, a plack for another, a boddle for a third, and 

> a groat for a score. Thus far all is well. In th& 
present state of society such things might be laugh- 
ed at, but would not be complained «f« Of late years; 
the tax of custom in this' place has assumed a diffe- 
rent character : *^ trifles light as air** have been trans^ 
formed into positive evils, and should the encroach- 
ments that have been in progress be isufiSsred to go on, 
the grievance must become intolerable. In place of 
custom being levied, as in former times, on certani 
goods exposed to sale at fairs or on market-days on 
the public streets, the shops and dwelling-houses of 
traders are entered, and custom demanded for the 
quantity of certain goods sold throughout the year. 
This novel mode of procedure appears not more in- 
quisitorial and oppressive in principle, than absurd in! 
conception, and impracticable in execuUon. The tia- 
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« 

'^W' hiiva qbIj to lefiise the cdlleetor admittance into 
tjtieif yreausf^. mi th^ nbsttrdity pf such an iniqai* 
^UA .pmtlifie "wviiUd beeopie aj^iwroBt. 
. It Ja ^uely. U^ mtoh iu |his cpuntrj, 4iDd at thia 
t^iH^.lif day^^fbr an i|idiYidt^l» under ap afii^ority as. 
n^med fiNWDv^feudal law, (a ea&t^r the shop i^r direlling- 
juH^e oTa timder .gr catxaen, itiid deuitod yhat he has 
4ieea doii^ ia lu# VusiQefM. Tbe^xjlste^ of such a 
Itliiog ^ixm XK^t.weftp ff^QOUoHe^IeJ^ ai^y^lawor piac- 
ype.tplerat^ under.t|)e $rM4sh 'QQQstitution, And 
^hat is stiU ji|oi%g|re0arka]ble» :th^e.oyersli:etches of 
jgower h«^i\iffi^}&si^DB^^ hj jsuh^tej^nft tinder <^vert 
'jo{ the name o£a.nob]e ^oqily T^bo»..it M liti4fiS9t()od, 
}lx^w Tfo movp pf suGJiat^t^.thaa^h^jT dp of tbe;agents 
Twfap perfojBm th^^ a^.irho (hus .identi^ their imas- 
.ters with prpoeedingd whiish they tomst .despise. Pre- 
;vipus to. th^ > coimqemi^meiU > of ^e presept i^ntury, 
jL .triflJiDg siHn osinustom was 'demanded fro^ «everj 
.peacspp, who erected a, decent sprt^f stall for selling 
gppds lit fairs and public, i^^ets^ ' For some time 
:p^t, tl]^ jpppiest wi^tch wbo^seiqposes for.aale, 4>n a 
^wheel-bajripw ^ ai^. empty cask» a few ISsb-hooks^ hr 
thin^ble^f^T sticks of toM'trot^, i§ tapt on the shoulder 
for custom, as w^U a^t (he nj^re req^^eqtable dealers^ 
^d the tax has been levied too, far a eoadderable 
period, en.^t;^;^ day pf the week 4W well as on fair 
and market-days, thrqiqrh the paasiveness of the ci- 
^lizens aivd sppineness of |he bui^, government. 
Should a miser^le deal^ in Qiatches or faalfipenny 
^pe.e]$ose Sot4u^4m. the street his atook pf «Qer<* 
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diandke, anj day in the week, dboiild a finmkhed* 
looking £iiiendle98 Italian, with actable panoraim: 
on hk back, set his box dli'tiie cattfieway, anddoiig 
bb bdm for customeis^ aanong fehe Smk tbat umiaUj: 
makes bis aj^peannoe on ifaeaa oecaaiens, is %be cvt»-' 
tomer of the lord of the manor. Sutely the reipeet* 
able agenta of bisOrace acmst be ignotttat of si^ 
•ontemptibfepiaatieeS) snob lawleaiit innovations. Vt^ 
men fiom ^be^^nntry^ eaiTjting th^cee H>r four pouclds 
arse^ii'of butter, to{>rivate funiliesiathetdwjai, liaVe « 
been dogged 4ind finally stepped on <be street by 4be 
cdEleators qf the >3ustoms, and oemmanded to *stiy 
where tb^ were gwig, and-^ the butter was^-<£Bile& 
Upon an .imsiiitis&etory answer being ^ven, or the 
custom cefuiied in a ease of -this kind, the gdodb have 
been seized and cimried home as spoil by the collect* 
ors. These are soiQe of the aets that -are yclept 
fights of the Duke gf ^Bncdieiich. * Wduld to God, 
bia Grace kjKW fid the tn^sactions that ha¥e4ieen 
carried <m in his name and in that of his anceslofflr i 
, Jk. considerable, trade has long been established in 
grain and ^kwr firom Teriotdale to Dfunfriasshire, 
^nd an attempt was made latrfy to suli^t these 
goods to the payment of oiiitom in thetr^ trafasit 
.throtil^ Hawi^. The, dealers, who reside ioj vari- 
iOu& parts «£BQpibui(gh«Im!e» resisted the isiipositioti. 



, *Theniag«Arale8Siidt^i)iil»'ftage^ 
41 n^gpciation li>r. tbe reooe^ of tbeseevils. 
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:i|kikm,i who, |»^tiyft fmmti di<triet, hqr large qium^ 

'Tlid tttcbcinan aiaid'^Ikeldr nf tlie«usloiiia<ioiiofti«ed 
^ditj had a ]%1it.to share »fitlle in theprafitsdF.dtia 
llmi^tig trade, ttbdmildtt a duxumd on die skm^dtal* 
iees aooofcKi^. The latt«r were unWillHig le ^dkw 
:^iet}geY« t^ j^artknpftte ra ebeb gain, mdA at enee de^ 
r^cmrredk The aist^siefs ))(mg wdll awftie 4>f the:iiae& 
^lne»s <rf ^^filthy kusre^"" and^tbat ^unda were taa^ 
MiuteA hj the iii;uUipEeatt€ai of peace, leiteraited 
iAmr 4ettiaiid. Slie akiiMiefe, howe\-er, haimg aome 
«f the <^'6tex%iet stoff^ in their composition. Were not 
io 4)e ;&tiiQidated, and kieliied agattn at dita do>veI in^ 
ti'iisiofi OA the fnjmof ef humess, as wellia apon 
their [puttte^ The cdflectats o£phcks tmd bodies^ 
however, beKening ^^cbbaldy in the lucky nionber of 
AreCi' iretumed ilo the ehitfge a third time* Thaf 
teld their sturdy oppeneate/^ it was needless tosk 
in Rome, and stris^e.wi^ the Pdpe:^ that it was noa- 
eenae to M ki«& agamst the pridts i'? tiiat ^^as Ling aft 
^ood grew and water rany" cvtetintti woiild he custom^ 
4ind nrast be paid; that it was dejMaoSiied' to eany 
the ease befere the- Bhenfl^-so- that, happen wbit 
might, ^ihejr' were not to Uime, m *^ihey^at niU^ 
€lupary wiSio €f/^par?\ The skin^4ealeis bj this 
tkne had consulted a legal praetition^ of some emi- 
'^ftenee^ who. adrised them toreftiat sudi an ebsuid im* 
Action, as no court of justice waslik^ to aostiua it 4 
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imtpi^ovtt wft» tkte bast m#de ftdiaps of ^RMHiallf 

poM^ of foiMM to do lis «htfj>^eised^; and i)iej Imv^ 
jietTet dfltmod il prudtnt, td pmceed ibnb^ cniJle* 

FirooK Ae eneioMlimeBti that jitvo been/VMi^ 

jMlld atlaflipftod M tlm oiMoimr, for. the kit .tUbny- 

yean, ii woidd not suipiise the pebpk of. tkia lovii' 

were an cflbrt made to-subject enatfj amde sold in,, 

or that passed thiougk^tbo plaee» to the tax of cus^ 

iom, fimn the eabridet of a peen of the reafan, downy 

\tDth^dmig.^6avt5of thebwR^. Atallevmli^:the 

^irtMnt state of things IS most unpesnilj^^ It il wtt 

teoviitdM Duke of Bttodeneh is net awasa of jncb 

.pnctieMbemg canted on sn Us nanie« and aa dbeftni^ 

posed tjaflkig prooocda. afcr attaahfd t» om 0{lik 

l&cma on thdestate^ hk Grace haaindiia^ mover ivta^ 

,fest in the. emttiniiance of this. laeaLgsieyanir'lhap 

-the Smerrign ^ Be^i has .hac^ »: ^' Cits^or 

Jb>li«imifAofMdd]esex. . ' 

'■ It .would appear^ dm the; easiest and hmiL ^ifi^ 

4sonaUe.mode of abadag thnt gmwiagetil^ fooldhe- 

fi» llie magntrates to im%- die indii^niied emtontr 

tmm tfae^Dnlce^ at a sBmHsam^ ^MdyttaHf^ot^t 

.W4hebttcgh limds^ andrthatlsfvyiBy of cttstmn dumU 

.^ease.. It^is. antieipiited &ara qoold b^ &frwlb^ 

^^onat^dnnnanginient of thiasait datfaapast af his; 

i4hDaaei, ioid the jwnt litet mi^t ha decmadzc^^^ 

a«: 
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«6 4^ coaq^nsatfam for the tax eoold not Be witsm 
;tt mt^-^ommiit3ieao$f added! t» the arniualeei^pQpdi^ 
turer of the town. AM the baronial^ ri^rte of die 
Obuke would thus be ^acknowledged and pieMfve^;^ 
4hei|ihid)iUantso£the plaoe) and ^aderawl^ SaupmiHt 
its markets would be spared much unhecesaaxjr vexft^ 
,^, while the name and authoritT^of a modbleiiiaii 
would not be brought intodimpuie, bjr wdx^ pitiM 
exattibn^^ . 



^ '«;Not4hhrty y^eairs ajgo, a tax of a kc^mnngf ^b%^ 
'1^ SaiUe's gtoves was colkcted inthe town of^ Se|- 
ikkk evetf fair dajs and from the ownei^^ oft evei^r 
HrtaQ'oin the street. A. shoemaker from Hawidr, wfap 
'had^for mnn^ j«ars attended the £i^ there^ waaoii^ 
•a siormj^ day- standing by his 'staU. It Was a bad 
i]iiarket"''*4ke snow, too, was pdting against his ftce, 
.dittiiagiiig:hia i^oes,:«id driving thepeo{de prema- 
turely from the town, evils: which had nifikd a litlde 
-the pl^dity. of his disposition. Under, these oittaim- 
'■ stances, a^fiaUpW; foips him on the Shoulder, saying, 
i** Come^Sir, aha^nny^^tSbbny the-bailieVgkiivesr 
-«^ G the,d-«-IIf jgaid the son rf Crispin—/'*. PU tdl 
lyou .what, Sir^ the bailies ofiHiawick would be<d-^ 
-ntitbert than have glansB in sitth a wiqr. 'Wliat.is the- 
rprioejofa pair P^ Tell ine^ and I^H pay thetaonegr 
'.jal^pel^ rather tilian thg^ people, in. this iiiRdket should 
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be ptigued, and your town disgraoed by oolleetihg so 
eontempdble a oontribution.^ The rebuke of this 
spirited individual was not thrown away on the imp- 
of burgh authority, . as sinee that period the baiUet; 
of Selkirk seem to have paid fiir their own gloves, no- 
tax having^ been. levied ^i the purpose for a numb^ 
ofyeaxB». 



i§'B 
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Th«i^ id 8 8ubf<Mi of natioiKilimpaitanoe which' ap^^. 
guiiently has* mat:, jet engaged, the attention either of^ 
^ Lt^gidature iNP the G^ermneBt, thwgh i^ ev^,- 
put ef4ihs luitidii i^ is.a topic of constant ddeussion 
and pojiujar conplainti nannaljr^ fte EntloS Laws.. 
tfi maiij^^didtriets c^ die cpuntiy the iniqmtous ope- 
mtioa of ^ese Mi^tiikiB ia witnessed ^aadfidt ; and no^ 
where: perhi^ is the&^ lesttcnrisgi^ wjii$t» aiitiBociali 
teikdeDfij moie ohserrable: thajaihi theBe^heuifaood. 
af Hawit^^.fto|1» thfs ^^bntades tfeey^ have occaisiftnallyi 
tlwowapt io ^ y^jeitx9(i/^i: 9fi^^ 
i)f the^awi^. 

Thl^ pactwe ef entatl&lg i^aqj^orty » aaiilv ta he^ 
ia9rer|H?eTalMt at t\m prdieit daf^^tmt atany fonaetr 
period ;.: aod^'shoiild nuiliers go od^^xa^titiis n^j, for a 
aoiodmite. 1^98^ of ti»^. st.State: of socii^ wiQ he 
litnesacd to wl^^ {^ihi^theM is-Bo pmUel in. 
JIbtQxjr.. 'j^iA^fiuQ^lnr iiud^m absuaditji^ it pushed> how^ . 
a{i^,..'diecsaoiiar wiUt i^ aoive at its- end a^ihenee. nft^ 
.*tiftc90Edmiu7 aag^ 



d by Google 



4l of^tMif ua^tunl system.^ The goyenunent oiP ' 
tlie •oun^' tad the'|iroprietiDni of entailed e^atet v 
will -6&oft£f'diBeovep that m:karim/'4^;the^iffi ori 
i:o^t*^'inquiriHonii nQt^tnef&inconq^iBdble -with 
t&e viein^ and feelings of som^ in Qteat' Briliaiii, . 
'than the eont^iiaiiee off the entail-^aiionHJjnr The • 
' inoi^etnent, too, that ptbhably k first destinedtoehate 
'the jE^ltai- wiU mot origitote willi' thl> trading:an$ 
ihdtetndttspanof Ae^cemmuninty :4hefi^ > 

hLbour and enteirpfiefe ean be dlqwsed of«>to hetter ae- 
<eount thto^ift' ikk jtw^l^se or mertgi^e^of llmd"; *sb s 
-thi^'tlielofdtof the aeilave not IHiciy'to^hedisturbed 
i#theit possessions. from thatqumrtor-* Bnttidbftt is to^ 
heoomevr a& an^^ inex^asing race of younger hrotfaeni^ . , 
' j^teiSj db#ttgersr ^yfmgani^ tfhildrett^^nephewsy nicSoes, ^ . 
^ediii$iiiB^ deini'CoasifM 

-wfetdbes^o^ielandy «i«Km«ikiplyHig.ftrt]r^i^ one R 
' '^%:^iitIeiiaLainenceexdi^ed^inhi»^^^ <Mhat; 
'6diMii^jar8y^;dtekn^ The 

jiiAi<ft ^Kiifi^ of^fiiinjilito) lAxo^ Iite\uider4he^cur(te 
eflisn'^fattbd^fNfUtef'lilait,' inithe>nat)xie ofthifigtf, , 
' indti^'iii^ikii^ ta sisfiilir feeUngsy^ and 4iillMt groir 
^ir^sty of4&ws^wlnwViiot only'cbiisign'^eni^t^^ - 

rtS6B^ of baniskbdent aad^heggary, tiut^ at die saaae - 
tiii^'iiMitvagift tile £fiit principles jind instincts of hil- . 
'^mi& ifBttiue:^ Whenc.a ht>tts» is* s(ressenttsli|r divided ^ 
-nig^ii^ikiMf*tlB»0mki.^^ be>dpi^{aU n<'r 

nt ai^r^ ^eM '^staacH and^ aMiongb govenunent . 
hW bMMIo ^beeti seaMxA to make tolerable provi. . 
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wbe, tslo' baffld ih«: potter 4^ ei^jybnwiilrii^ ip^ 
fi^9iAi fcr Aem. ThiM,. like mmk dlW evilf^: 1^ 

ft i^ ftttt A /eli»k apdk^. &V ft!i# eBtail4awB.tD> 

, "jjvopartju. NdAiDlB^^;. k is aUfamitted,: haa ariglit ^l^ 
toj draiiroiMiailacs 4»^d(hwhat pltfaaealiiin, bctBaufie i|t. 
tainos hto wiky please to ilijuie iiis^Qd^hbo^rv;; asfit 
•veo; iii uatteia ef pi«9>ext79,tbela^^ pomttji^ 

lb seireld <Uuies, has put a ii^t}ire''o» iMs^gosil}^ 
Sh]^ a^ aMboii^ net j^fl&m^j^i^iai^^ 
.aasi^tf- 

The pTojpriet^ of s^ estate Ihui <liree 9m ;- di^ 
1&W8 of nature Wd efemlized aodietj^ Mf^l^ ^ba ton 
iospif^ thai eqiial: ateemk^h jhaU b^^ b]F tlie. 

jHiTettt t<i aH><^ fhein;: tbtfttfaej^ shall ^eteraH^^poa- 
a^ an e^sh4im<^his^^ee|ieil,;. i^ijgi^ 
and fr^li{M^y aluA bn'aftqided li|5i^ Isr'iiiald&ig dieirr 
^iraf infifti the world;., ihat i^ej. iii^:h4il«:. W !9qEM' 
ja^on)^%'o£ attaining^a: stfttiQiI and' diam^tet 91. 
.aocietjv i^^orediiabk to themsdVeft aad him ivho^ 
:ikK>U|^t; them ihto it.. Hi» diiK»ieB%;eeoftitated^ 
,mv^t a eopamt^ty b^jm 'wfau^.tbe eataiUipr^ jjte* 
'y^ I! 'fhe father rfa^fiuoUjpbe^iilJjMtlia the wk^i 
!ef his poperty fer many genmticto til 1^ iddeffe 
:aoiis of his yace, to t&e utterleadiiisicai rf his iM^ 
.8feseeBdaxits;.*whtt are ditts», in nolatiM) if e^ 
ag^Sftth; q£ liiunaiut;>. doni^, ^M k fteii% tfaiQpr 
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fdhet's Utflsa^^ and itfardm lipoB the world .as m^ 
easts or adveiituf«r8«. This state of things, notfiviUvt. 
standing the pidpaUe partialtty and kijastieerQn thd ' 
face of tt|vh«si its defenders. Wbemmen are cacpdkd 
£r€ftst ijie possessions of their fathers, and placed inrnet. 
'.oessifous eireiunstai)ces^(argue the apologists of prU 
49iogeni^ra and? enta^f tlitey mttst^do lomething lot 
^thenvsalves.. Bntt what* can they do^ My l^ord 
Arthur J^tmeis, aiid^my Lord fiearj Brederiek ; . the - 
}ion0aiablo> Mr.: Charles. Addti^tba Banks Pem-^ 
>al^:ahd Mr:^ Bosei Stewart Jenkinson ^Grenyilleit . 
,4aaiayrhave<no peeulittrquaHiicatians for business, and: 
linkss. they, can ha.«queezed into a sinecure, what ia 
to become ef "^ them h TJie dtUHess sitiiations undes - 
Gavernsasnt; thin:^h'nnsierou8.ex]0«igh:Geet«iidyfare^ 
jGistibea»Bing too limited for- the multiplying . appli« 
jcaliKBUi tbat.mjBstiibe madafcnr them. The English ? 
Cbareht to be.si»e,.ep0nB hex thousand doors £ax the- 
xeoBifjaQiSi-^ th^ younger .braachea-of^^boice fianilies ^ 
^and». milds:yiQW,Ahe Old Leub/^k useful,, nobrithif- 
Staiidiiig.vlut Pre(dbyt»aanss«nd^Dissenta^^ 
vTwofclaige suin64>f the public ndpneyihave^ been tvoted 
by at^ Honoui»ble Hime f<nr the building ?o£ addi-* 
jdonal okuxches) althougk^^doubts are preyalent that 
these <^usche8. will be.of any spikitual benefi'tto tha ^ 
Mtiesi:;. seeing thei» is-i^uchA^genearak diverging of 
.thejpe^jLa. £»m the estid^lkhmei^t.ii^. these* latter 
ttiipes, At;,^ .etenA$>.aHho1^h. ^rei may be error 
in heaping.: i&Sliens on millioi^B to support, an oldx 
iG^lhic £&raxobXs»,th«(.sQem^ approaching to. di^ 
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mimim ; aldunigh plain Fxetl^eriaQB niy .£•. ihia^ 
able to uodentand in what way lar^ gnoits a^nmmtjs 
are neceiBsaiy to promote a system of reli^on that »• 
professedly not i£ this, world), it is easily parcsivalilik' 
in what w4y tha cash can be nsefiirinHudnng apra» 
TOSion fogi. three or four hundred junior branchiBt of 
the proprietors of Old Sarum, Brainber, MilbgI»i^- 
Fort, &e. &CL Mankind haiw long been told), tfaalL 
ilthy lucre, the Mammon of unrightJMmsnessf is an^ 
enemy ef true religion. . The Bets of the GoVanosaent^, 
howeYer, have an unfortunate Beanhg on dda ptov- 
tion,, while it is as unhappily illustrated by die lebt- 
eumstanoes of the well^ndorod gentSbmn whoi«flci^ 
ate at the' altar.. 

lite entail laws are thus caTcoIkted itb piodim ifci 
liost of recruits^ that are more than odrapetentto A' 
every usdful offioe under Gravemnkentv every stssS iS' 
itie hieraxdiy^ firom^ the thnme of his Ginoe the Prii 
niite, down to where the ^^ veiger sits,, who^tvipf be^ 
lore the dean ;^ the courts of j^iatios, too V l^Besq^. 
the army, and every public situation, wh^ uatii^ 
^ strut in authority,^ may. have two oandi^*^ ^^. 
every vacant place from thai inexhaustftie ea^<^e 
«r junior g^Uemen whose iieeessides aie genettfled 
by the laws of entail. . It wouldt 4ttsufedly puzaie A 
aasuist tii»show how^any of these uiifi>itiuiitOB w6iiM 
%e disqualified £» the situations ^utnerat$4}. 1fc<^ ^ 
iew hundred aeiss of tibeir fetbers' lands siuac^^dl to 
their fortunes. A gopi^ periodical journal alifsw 
•4d lately iadejfeiiee of primogenikuie,. that caA.aT: 
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progeny ^they aie the same^ has « pandyaing e&c^ 
vtpon human exertion when possessed hy the'youngeff 
Immohtr of a fiunilj. 'This assertion -is oertaiuljr 
affvr, and perhaps of Iridi extracdon, like another 
new doctrine attempted to be got np, naaadyy that 
•** the abundance, together ^th the consequent clieap* 
iiess oF'potatoes in Irdand is one of the chief causes 
^ the nnsery of ^e people.^ ' Novelties at? apt to 
surprise; hence both these. assertions have theitf* own 
advocates to defisiid tbeau ' Itiiying aside ' the^inhi&i 
man iniquity that appears to be imrolved in the idea 
«f a &ther leaving all he is possessed of to one diil4 
«o the exdttsion of every other member of liis fitmilyi 
as well as to dte robbery of his creditors, which istoo 
eften the case, it i^emains td. be aocounted hr in what 
«way talents, and e^iterprise, and industry are income 
pattUe'^db property, «s this must be the meaini]^ 
of the argumtot, or it^can have no m6ftning at alt 
The first answer to this apdogy^ for priinogenituve 
and entail is, that eoerg landed propricter m ihb 
kingdom mil Mu%ii(m% demf U. Another is^ the 
position does not seem to be founded in fitct^ because 
4&e experience of ages i^ftiows that men beginning the 
world with a moderate pordon of property are at least, 
4SS often prone to enterprise^ and industry, and saving, 
4US they are to indolence and prodigalitv. Again, 
gentlemen whose pasents have been propnetors of en^ 
^ed estaieii^ and Hrho have been edu^itpd and 
Jbion^ht up in what is called a superior style of life^ 
Amst be chagrined and imhi^py at being excluded^ as 
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it'iiai^ ■ fimn any ^shace .of their ' fatheni j^^etty^ or 
iotorest' in his home. Sndi a •latSylit may be suppose- 
Cjly is a» aat libaly to^effcaiie and fbaaaraliae the hxL^ 
«^>Vn:«iMid, . a9<.'to^8tiiiiuIate ito «noble -«ntciprue oc 
usdul exertioiv 'And .laady,. no ^arguntnt ^asa .be 
good, however isflenieus, in 8u^x>rtof ala!w:wluctt 
is.fb«ided «n prtjndkeranddiqiistice, r4Kid<iriuch le^ 
^ giJizas^MfiitiTe ooldrblofided tnhuinanity. ' ' »* 

: 'Tl»^^ilHdlingrofpropertyimuat»lttveo^g^^ 
45 Utoontinueacto cqiintenanoe, laJi pceia a r of patemai 
Affioflia and deprairiijf, -vhieh are:diKaiilt tb;ba ae«> 
^WRin|ed'£>r - or. defended at « the ^pacMit : day. The 
^sdii^of proprietprf of ^tailed >aBtalfi9imtiBt4)e in 
« dooaotet 8ta<^; blunled, iadeod^ctxi tome of /the 
£neat 8]f9];(pjaihies «of ^lir -ioatui?, aa far at least aa 
ibese irespect thev^ei^twaled ^^qvctols, of «taas;.-r-p 
Thek, ^fl^pri^g nii^ prattle foand tliejr'knm in 
phildboodt 'Vpleaaed wi<^ a raMlf, tulbbd wi& a 
atni^^^-««r ^the .inoee^ ^gaibbab of »|wuth, wh^ 
^* feme Jiiii^er;fda)^thipg gi«e« deUght,^ ^m.be fntn- 
fnf^s^ Jby the ,pai[«at <with jlttle j^ealute, mA>g he 
awist'be.haiuiit^ perpetiA^Ugr^with a tiimighMf^<^ 
xgoat harftiB8iiig«iiAtute'^ an npiogbt nwd»> thought 
ARrhieh? must . j^ene^ate a^tlW^ty.- of' nMnHaJ >ii£&^ang 
unknown W ordinajry.and ^real ^pntpn^u^nvf limd, 
nam^) that he luis.nd^ii^e»i§of.|^rQpr]Ang for his fii^ 
^y, abouid he be tah)n^i9ngii%«theni>]r:#f9»99^li^ 
4ei|th; ^ Tbi§ veflectipfi :fri]j|,.emiu«it^ kMlk k..an 
irisji^ace, «nd fircgiif^t|y,p^ m Q|vqrtMl(^;i%4^ 
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feudal pfctjudiee of laige fesaessions h^g attadiecl 
to an tiklmd^al of ^ name. *" - 



In sonfe jflacea of this country, ^Stoilaiid), the 
^eathof the lifis-renter on an eiy(ailed estate will nearw 
Ij bring ruin to' a numeroiBs body of inclnstrioits trad«- - 
<ecs, in consequence of neitheirthe ^tate nor the hefar 
being liable fiir the debts <)( the deceased. Thi« 
iBtate of things lias iU public apologists, too, attdeven 
•the Lord Chancellor of EngUnd, though '>preses of 
What is ealled a high coiut of «qui^> has attempted 
•to dtfend it. It appears that a gtoflemam in possesi- 
eion.of en tailed property is relieved^ as far as the law 
can relieve faim', from soine'of -the'firsfrdtities of soeiw 
nl life. JEXe is not hound as other men are to pay his 
just debto. . Be 4s exonerated from teaohtng bis tshtl^ 
ilren the perfonnabce of that duty, as wdl ite prohi« 
l>itel frotri making such a fiiir and wise distributioa 
of his. properly as the dictates of God and 'nature 
wouU Inn^liini tOj were he left to the guidance <^ 
•these jj^lain and unferring authorities. ' On the eontva* 
ry, by Uie entaiUaws; property. -is conveyed through 
41 blind rotation of individuals, no ^matter whether 
ihey be ivise men kr blockheads) whetb^ they may 
he qualified for' 8uch'*ift tMut, or deserving of nublie 
pity ; whether "they ii&ay be an-'OhuHnent -to the s6- 
mate, or an obloqvy tbliieiri'ace; and this to die^oi*. 
elusion of kinlfod and eetiitora, in isolation of Wjy 
l^recepi of reason and juiStioe; in defiance of the.ol^ 
4nMhred. principles' c^our'cMnmon: natur^ whidi:kin4 
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41 fttlier to Ins children, and ehildien to their £Mhtn ; 
<thus tearing asunder thoi^ a%<$tioTis of huTnimity;tfaat 
have an instinctive existence in family and blood. 
'And for what purpoise is thU system ofiniqaity per- 
«iitted to prevail ? What is the object to be attain*- 
•ed iiy this attempt to lc»ck np^ as it were, in a dose 
corporation^ the heritable pxnperty of an emjore, and 
disarrange the order of natare, which has mibjeeited 
isdl saUmtary thin^ to the incsistifale revolutions of 
time ? Of what avail is it to link the memory of t»' 
i^its to an estate, or that of^^vpatriotisin to the soil, 
like vegetarion.^ The fiime of the Duke of ^ailboi* 
Tough would have been as high and substantial at*tht8 
"day, though Blenheim had passed ifroiii his fimiily, 
tmd though die present unfortunate representative- of 
^he military chief had been in obscurity* Tlie nou 
4)lesand sages who have,' by actions of tr&nscendeht 
«nerit, attmned immortality, can receive no addition 
w:thdr fame by an estate descending in this, diat^ 
'Or the other ^parti(&ular individual ^bf their line; not 
hy 'the estate beiag composed of a thousand or li huim 
jdred thousand acres. Posterity will not, nor have 
^tiaiikind' ever estimated the doings of men by the 
y^ftleh or Mmgs'of their descendants. *rh~e' great 
turn yrhoitk nations venerate have no need of adventi^ 
•rious or sinister aids to their fame. 'Homer sung his 
<mn vei«es through the streets in poverty, yet he wiH 
live for' ever. Themistodes was banished from lus^ 
edatftry iftnd his possessions,' and finitus fell chSdless 
at^'PhOippi ; but the memories oF^those men ate imk 
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itfottaL Ah&ougb t4i«^fainil»e» of Sliaftspe&re, bxA 
Milioiiy a|id Pop^ are extinct^ or unknown^ « the ini 
flpifatioQs^of ihehr.geoittado notoease to dliurfti and; 
19 mstraet^ Imt wilt ewry these poets ciown to thehl^ 
eat ages with tjieir* weQ^eamed laurels hloommg* onf 
their bFOWS. The talents and viytues of the wis^ of 
1^ mighty,- and i^ the gotod are perpetuated in the' 
history and iteoileetions of mankindy^ whid areimore^ 
-valuable FgcOfds thaa family legends^ more durable^ 
itmembrancers^ than monumental marble, thtat en«^ 
tailed ao'es, or degenerate sons. . . . : 

How vain and short-sighted is it for the feti^I ba<^ 
woarot9> district to attempt to bolster up a little local* 
aoitork^tjry. by dismheriting nineteen-twentieths of hia* 
descendants !' The eldest sons of his progeny wiS 
thus, no doubt, have an estate attached to theii^ • 
names ; but it appears equally certain, from the mu«^ 
lability of things,- that some of the juniors of -the ^^ 
mily must find their level on the poor-roll. In the' 
present state of society, the founders and life-renters^ 
of these entailed acres are nearly as little know^^andl 
of as small aceount^^ individually, among the weakhy' 
and intelligent population of Great JBritain, ks are* 
the tributary streams whiqh constitute themightyj* 
waters of the Ganges or the Amazons when these ri-* 
▼era meet the sea, ..• * 

'In'X^eflecting on the faulty laws which disfigure the* 
sCilti|te«book of this commercial country, it should al"- 
ways be kept in mind that they were enacted.by agriu' 
cultural legislators, whose prejudices were, and yetf 
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eintiiiiie> liofetile to thd fxte and levdling mfln^liae of 
tradt^ Tbe law oC email might b^ tolented in a 
atate of aocitty whei« aU the people oC the fianmy,, 
fiom Mr^ Hiigfa» the batoQ^s brother,, dowa to the 86x^ 
t099^ like Muscovite tei&y, had oiil]^ to administer ta 
tbe waQta<tf thoir. xoastei, aad wem fed, as it were,, 
on the- cnimba that &11 from bis> taUe, whilct thej. 
v.ere^ paxt.ii&d.pa»eelof.the bantmial establiahB^^t^ 
and were dispfMjod of jjis^ as. it suited the pleasure 'o£ 
ih«i c^ie^in, eijtber as vessels of honour, or of disho* 
noor,. to swell his retipu^ at a toumamioaty or to ej(-w 
pi^te their s^rviUtj; and crimes upon a tree.. . 
f liicr state oC socdetj in this otn^itrji nt the presenli 
day is. happily of a different mder,' and the laws and: 
institutions that were framed in former times £ar the. 
'gov9ernment of a pest^le. placed 'in widjoly dissimilar, 
^jmimstances^ are fast; undergoing, nevision and. 
dtange. - The oonstitution of so^e^,; whei) ftudaL 
igpoxmcB spad thraldom paedominatedf.and wh^ the. 
iniquitous absurdity of entails ociginatedy. has nearly 
passed away ;: while laws and institutions bettet suit-* 
•d to the present cireumstanees and information of. 
ipen^. must occupy the. attention of Gkivemment^ and 
sake place of the statutes, and establishments whicii. 
4iE0Be out of, and are characteristic o4. the darker ages 
of the worU..* 

J ' ' ,. . T . i iM ., , ^ 

. * since tliU:wM^ written, I^ord Aberdeen hat.^ a bUl ^entd 
te;aiiieiid<tlie entaiUUwi, taut liislordfilii}^ iaUkel;. Men to duoih 
tvSK tkat.'aonn^ii]g SMira niU8t.be.dMi^ 
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' - CH^iUPTER XXII; • 

- ■.• . . . <» 

AteD^ tKe ptesiraiiiiig intdO^ence. far whidi this^ 
idand.stands pie*enniiea^ it is lainebtable to 6\neP9^ • 
^ teoos&of: Biimaimu petitions that eontiiniQ to bt * 
pmopted t0? theHeuse of Commons, praying for pro* 
lectioB, iir some Icfases^ agiEonst ,tke opezatioii of a 
Bjslutary. goaeral law, .or £ir eaeeraptioii from an evi^ 
detttljrimpattiai tasui Ait one tone, for a \n& tajre# 
atmintbe industry, anil, trade of*a neigbouiing townj^ . 
at' another tiniey for a'mooopdy in this braadiof * 
• mannfaetme^ or .finr: fiswg the rate of 'wages dr'hbun 
of- woik^ in-attollker ; . foit prbhibtting the export*' 
tiott: of ^his article, and fiar a^ botudj on the exporf«K - 
tioii of that; : ftr resiriBting the importatibD o£ gsaii^ < 
and afanost eieiry apecies irf" £904, down tO' a.ohicken \ 
tegg; fdiile pteminms^v or drawbacks, or faouii^e^ ^ 
OF protecting duties, or o»e selfish ahraxditpoE an** 
ther, aie the.8ing:«oii|giiote of tliiepotitkima of iaidh 
Jivdi.fiirmer,.^aBd jnmiifiiatuier alternately. . Fadkii' 
jBonl^ il?is|NHibidile,' would bo- troubled mdi hwyM' 
MBeg^tii theie petttio^at tbe-'preMnt dafy:jroie4fcf»t; 

T. 3. 
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dociuia^tii, qiostly fill prooeed b»m a)ofi«) burghs, ox.- 
dose S(Qpt4^.coii]ili«|.. Thedoqtonii in such pUQC»; 
k^g few^ theif^ wanti qiany^ and tdin^ rapr^sexNu 
tati^es di)ceptly dttpendent tittbeiKif m^»^tl|4 gettiiig; 
up of peliti09& oC t)iU descriplioii a mere matter of 
Qouri^^ and lM>wever a)i8iM?d; jdwae^ uaa^r be. in prin- 
Oiple,. j^ ooming from people wko are known iii the 
oonstil^tioii, and* wilb muat .Have a>beariiig^ oii the 

, House of Commons, they are sasnetiines not easily- 
SUfimitQ&i 'wfaenea^ wer&ithe great .body of thi&mi^ 
dh,i»aeBS of society ib as. close 60Eat»ot with the Ic^s^ 
Iatiitfe^.asth»elo6evCoi|K>nitions.8]id iMittnties.are,par:* 
loigMPt would not so often h«ve to li8ten> to*tfae.ael-^ 
ftdk. silicitatiotts o£ a. fem. of tbe-hightst and lowiesi in«^ 
diyiduakoftbeoommunityi ;- 

. > .A now p<qpulAs Ministei^. the professed leader. o£ 
tho^ ai)tirparliaihentary rdbmists,^ itiL^efenoe of the 
fNreanitiConstitulaDii <tf tha.Houso^4>£' Commons, says» 
tliat <^h»waa.boni undea amosafahy^ andho widiies- 
^ di^ under' fti^monarbliy ;*— tha^diarhonGimble house 
•is ooni(ttiaiied an theHMmsK manner it was when^he^came 

. iato the werU^ immI as. it'overcbad beeu,. nor could 
i^bebeater. fi)nBed.va«Ld^thatv werjs its oonstituent 
priMplasmoi^e damociatieaU; it would supeifede;th^ 
•alberbiviBobes of the legisbitiire.^ These posiliana 
4ve worthy o£ ei^aa^atiQB, coming^ from so high a 
^liuwter. . ^ Had the gxeat body of tlmn^iddle or^en^ 
•4ifcapeio^ a m6e».in setunuiig> the m^ben o&the: 
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Hunt Hbttse^"^ his MTs^.^^wtMldiieoeBsanly pvA doimc 
both die Himse of Peen aad^the^King.^ Thisi« not: 
ooft^of. die mo6t4diCftte assumplioBi^that »ei»ltivated 
ipkidlilut tkatofthe Foi^ign Seerbtftrf 'iai%bt bave 
hem suppoMd te» €aiiertaiii, neither dees xtr ^peair 
wammfced bjr ahy aoidegjpi;: on die eontnurTVJhe* pto?- 
Ability of thotdiing iqf^aajai to be against bn^ aigtt-. 
m^t It* is. truo'^tltalt mobs- and soldiers have oocssui 
«onaU]fi d^bxonedj. tyrants,, and adt!entufers ; anf 
NafMJtea wiis put* dowm b/ the^ pubfie^^ Toioe 06' 
Sbmqpe ; but these ace oetiutrienoes th«t~Mr. .Sannibg^ 
mil fiot. pnssi^to his assistande,. seeing that^.dicf 4<^^ 
not ,ipplj^ ^£fae^United States of ABieriea'^IiaiJ* >)u- 
isted'fiir upwitds^oE fcirtf jeeart with a senaterawi a^. 
limited eKecutivei aiiddttsnigthalt period the BoiM^ 
of . BqareseotatiTes has shown^'no anxietj^-'toedripple^ 
eidnr^ of. them; . noTv faavet* thor tma Houses eveis 
evineed arvish tor tteaeh oa the prerogetpresof iAe 
President* • Measures) ^ndeed^ of a Tievjr opposite t«&<i 
denqr axe on record ib^Ameriea^ dein(m8trAting:tbal 
.wben.^die natioBal'Wjettaie'rec^ired addkidnal ^yfen 
toube i wstdl in the. FiistY Mbgtsttttey^GongfesH «ipere 
irot:slow;iiL gcantiBgtdiiBin ;r and althonj^ tli^ iwattfy 
obit list, and parsimonieus* salaay oi^ tfaia-Fxa^diaDt . 
of tba United: States. mBLj be inconfatible^-^i«Kltfio 
atatfe«ofi society in ^Kti^ kingdooi^ th^ poiirert i&tn% 
bnced among the ihsee besachei^iofYtHe kgidatiM'nt 
botbeoontries.. are stmilar^* and. i&.primple. ax&^'ik^: 
same.: Th» inteMijpnp^y'.afidinfninelS) and;f<ite^^ 
-. 4£ ;tb^4nfaibit«it8. 6£ the^ woixei Maf^va^^s^wik iok 
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ttoftdit^ to tiam dogttiiuof Mr. QamsiiigV, m^so fa^ 
that the history of erery^ixwtitution or ^society oiP mta^' 
m tbe eousttydiipoves hit ascertion* Bxperienee^ 
tin shown,, wfaBttvBssbn indeed seeing to^dkuMe^ thev 
fioDi tb&king^doirti.'to the pireses^of^a cktb, ,eli itiiu 
^nal U heBtoabuhtdt tOrhe the'orgeft oftb^ gene^ 
nd wiU). and to exedute^dia pdi>UG«beauila]id«^; aad^ 
ki tke^pyesent infiueined state Qf.tbe:grea4:body ofthe- 
nifiuenlud daaseia^oifthe people,: it iapr^peeteiotta tc>>» 
suppose^-: tltet wen - their iafcrmatiflii and ittfltteaoa 
fek jBCim sensibly; iir the House i^.6ominoii% thai ^ 
power imd d^pfdtj o£ the First Magi6trete;wi»dd her* 
put til periL. At well m^btrt.heargited, tlM^ini 
prdportion aa a^ greater niimbeni)£ineB of wealth; .in^ 
bmoAoDk' and talents beeanse. pplitiea% eomnKUAi 
with itha. legiaUtur^ ..asd'had.ft moBO ^ diceet . isil9ere$ft: 
ib thft statist the# wlibk fi]rstent^.;the'.'goveainieiil. 
wdiildbe: caidaiqpedu/ : TkMssreaa^tt duvposStiosLiis . 
avreljr 'inore>'prab^le, ia 'thbr'pQKscntt.staite o£. Biitidt.:^ 
aoeiet^L drwdl aa laorei aecovdaxKt-tO' the natweof; 
tbii^p.' lUiei safdtyt of tbe- .sta^^ a sefOUiity^ tfaatr 
takmta andii&duetry. shall be jre^raided with dieic wdSU- 
faiiied firltit8»..a»d that proper^, shall ^be pmemred im - 
mieiaiey wiE Gontinae ; te rallf.thi& wisdom aad strength : 
efi:^tlfe. empire found die. govemment ; . and were ihe - 
BEeneet^f Gocpmpns nuM:e.broadly, est^Uidied on the-.- 
MeMd^'.kfiowledgey and wasMs oftheeonnnuisiityythe 
fiovereigii-axid bts^sesvants would experiauBena«b^* 
fiem dieir hottour), dig^^i or emoImneBta; * 
:tmaaki. the.necesaai^. oc aaup^ pewars. be.wi^- 
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held irom the Ch&l^ Magistrnteyi wheh> the naticsia) 
safety or the purposes, of good govemment required* 
thetuv It is not supposed^ iJittt axij^ ma&will con^ 
tend foirmoBDi ' . . :) 

•^ Were the argument good fat aayv thing ihmtarH 
Jbrmedi Hbua» of Commons would necessarily jruA 
down the other branches of the legislaturey it would 
prove-more thfln> is intended;. Ho« happens it that 
the Heuae of Commons, constituted as. it is, doestioft 
get quit in a summary way of the membeht retutned 
Jby. the yeomanry, and. popular voice, as the process 
seems easy ; seeing that three-fourths of the Honour* 
able House arie; satt there. I^y the. influence o£the. 
Peers, overgrown Commoners, and the Crown ? ' If 
Mr. Canning^s argument isa sound one, how has thia. 
democratical minority been suffered to- isemain in'thii 
legislature for eentuf ies„ while the/ deeiddd ari^t(H 
6rafeical majority has never thought proper to put 
down such a feebk portion, of demoeraey^ although 
it has fiequently. been troublesome i^^ The reason ap. 
pears. evident v it was.not, nor can i& her th^ interest 
of themigoiity: to da so ;: nor would it everrbe thein*^ 
terestor wish of-aiqr majovity that could obtain in th«e 
assembty,.at. this time o£dayi:l6 trample on the ri^ts^ 
or «(ize, the property of their, neighbotics.. ' The To^ 
ries, in their fears for a? reliwniied pailiaitfent,* seem tb» 
^eep suph things out of. view, althisugk they aro- 
founded on an absolute law of civilized nature, as weft. 
as Oh the biistdry of tiunr equntry . These gentleniem 
appeac to. be iB-diiliiiiDQted ip re|^d te.the dettiestaiji; 
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conairuction of that poweirM body in this.obuntiTr 
lialkd the saddle orders of society \ their influence,, 
their talented l^eii: pubriotism,.* their natural and !nen 
cessary attachment to the states Were the Lower 
Housd of Parliament returned car moze liberal prin* 
ciples, und consequently more in' unison with that ex>^ . 
teiunve trade and commerce, whidk have become tber 
leading interest and strength of the empire^ it wouh^ 
certaii^y be ^exy diffetently constituted from what it 
18 at present ;: and b. majority of the members, mighli. 
probably be the representatives of the wealth^^ inOeUi* 
genccy and enterpnse^ which have elevated this coun« 
try aboTe every' other. Yet surely a House of^Com* 
nions, farmed «£ such niaterials^ mighirbe oon^teait: 
enough with ,tbe power and dignity of die Crown,, 
afi well as it would be unhos^ile to die securiiy o£.ipo^ 
[ibrty/ It wo^d assuze^y place the gavemmmit .oa a. 
firmer and more permanent fbundktic^, did the nia^ 
c&inei^ by which it is principally conducted,, pactaka 
1^ of ariistoctatical propensties, of the senseless and 
Visual clambiir- of a royal b\£rgL rabble, and more oC 
the respectability and* infennatioh whidi c<mstitute 
Ae strehgh and' exceUenee of this our envied nation.** 
Notwitfistanding Wh4t a few &voured individiaala. 
may assert,, a House of Cbnmons pmanating fkfim 
the wealth and inteUigenes of the cemmimlty would 
be the natural order of things in this country;, 
and were the middle cUsaes of society directly re^ 
pesented in parliament^, thens could be no objeo^, 
^oAa to the. Ceers^hayihg a diam in the r^fnreseiitii^ 
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ti^byliyixmgl^miniueBcelbrthstpinpoA; isiim 
House c£ RepMieittattves litu^t ^yid^ntfy continue to 
rule ike TcaH. tn an assemUjr dms «m8ti«Qte<l, 
•every .Tiatt<mttl want vduld be made JsIiowb,' and eve« 
ty interested sodety attended to^ whikt, in its turn, 
it would be suppoftfed by aQ. The middk orders 
^mankind^ could have no interest in deteriorating the 
Ironours or iif viohtibg thie pmperty df l^dr duperidrs, 
whatever Mr. Canning may say; the seourity of |nro« 
^ty being of as much importance to them, as it 19 
to the fbst Pcteroi^ the realm. Neither are the work^. 
ing classes, though fibelkd in this respect, unaward 
4if the importance of the sacredness of property. The 
^.powerfid press, more fortunate than the lever of 
Ardiimedes, having found a place whereon to stand, 
is fast raiding 'mankiiid out of daikness into li^t.' 
The lower orders of sociely pass through the wor£|^ 
exactly, as die higher ofAets do, viz. they are lediby 
those among them possessed of ttuperior inibrmatiov 
and exp^encfe^ and it wiH be found that the work- 
ing classes, Kt letfjst in Scotland, where education anf . 
knowledge are common, have as just a notion respe<^ 
ing property,' and as sound idiBas of virtue and the va< 
hie of social lift, as tdany of %h^Se g^tlemen have 
iRdio accuse them of a want of such things. 

Did the Hbuse of Commons represent the trad^ 
inteiligcsice, and mdnstiy of the'tomitxy, as well as 
k representa the landed proprietors, and a part of the 
mobils^ of a few eoirporaie ' towns, tha govermnent 
would have A batter title to 4;hedeB^paatMm thatiuii^ 
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lottg beea -applied to it/ of a ttfeUrpoiiedy ^Ued 

A fewoVeigioirta latiffliokbr9 voi^d not then IviTeit 
in #bw power to loid^it lit times indieeifiminateljs 
fiff&t thcf li|9g and ihe dndmunity. XaWs, .luwtile to 
tlie general ^ipeUare'cf tlwi stated ^ould be«itii%ljr met 
with itk the-fltatute^book 4' whilst enactments 4ant&«> 
mount to all iliterdiotion on tthe-^ecijpte-or this -kii^' 
dom uAtig the p/oduce of other 8tates,.W€iuld be rer 
pealed, as obsolete acts, fraught with injuly to -tlie 
best interests of a commercial natiop, ami as a libo) 
on the ihfiirmi^tiotf'Of 4iie4ige. It will.jmail^ the 
wisest of Tones to point out ^vhope such a sa^gOacd 
can be found ^igainst the hasty inflammability.^ the 
lower ordCTg, and the apathy, demerit,- an^d neceitoiti^, 
of a/ different oider of mep,' which are cMnmon '^ 
every coqn^, a§ in the property, knowl^ge, and 
xespoGtalMli^ of tfaiK fowcs&l 1)047 in 0M>^ deno. 
minated the middle ^^lasses. 

. 'Mr. ^Canning, in bis elo<i^e|ft apology fot resisting 
a«i?darm in the Ho^se of Comii<ons, says, that ^^ he 
was bom under a monarchy, i^nd he wjshes^o die uut 
der a monarchy.^ ;It is^therdiffict^t to peroetve 
what is meant here, ; when the .plnsci^ language, iii 
which classical sc^cdars usuaUy express themselves, is 
taken -into account. : .The ferejgo secretary: fliould not 
hate b^cip^bmm in the united kingdoto if $e was boTA 
und^ a moniitcby.; 'and with'an o^uaI ^semUaneeiof 
truth, he niight assert: he was b^nitidet an oligir* 
<4^, 3 and he wished: to die uiid^r. an bligasdk]^ •; . as. 
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.the-CrdVernnmit ef 6i«at'Brttam:b8S notflieeka^mi^ 
ar<:l^ in Mr G«iiiiiDg'§ days nor. is it likely tobo- 
eoln^ isd; ' He toight^ with" the same latjitude of phraii 
seology; havecaUed it an ariM^oomcy or a demoeraeyc 
but had the government of 'this counjbry -b^en a jnoo^* 
iAfchj sixty years ago/ or. wei« it sot-now^ does the 
gifted eourliier m^an to contend that iteu^t tore- 
nisfyi so to perpetuity ? surely not ; eke the tmnsae*- 
tions of 1688 «iu^ be condemned, the dissolnctonof 
iiie Qfiock, wti-nadonal parlianwnt of Ireland lament- 
ed; tl)e gradual disfr^iichisement of the- rotten bm^hs 
<leprecated9 and every political amelioratioii in the 
state must l^ resisted and put down. In defending 
extreme positions, men sure inv'ariably led into -absurd^ 
iti^s, and th^e sturdy advocates of things (ts they are 
have ki all ages been driven to ^milar shifts. By.a 
|)arity of reasoning to that adopted by this champioii 
of no reform, it is competent to maintain that a man 
.who. is bom on the margmxyf cm Irish hc^^ and 
brought up on potatoes^ and buttermilk, (no matter 
wbat evidences of genius or talents he^may evinee)) 
ought to be istuck fast < to his'&tfaer''s icabin^. live on 
the huQyble Hiberniafi At^ with which he was. rearm- 
ed, and creep through Jthe ^orld in nameless exiatt- 
enceand poverty^ Haid; Mr. Gapning lived . in. the 
^d^ys of monarchy, witeh^ry^ and the Plant agmels^ 
he must have wished to dte amid : the igoorsnee ^ad 
fanaticism of .the times ; npt must.be have looked for- 
ward with a propbetic gknoe, or breathed a holy.as^ 
, piration for the dawniAg of the intellectual pieriod ia 
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mkaArVarht ii cast;* m which hU Mte ttCtfinmiitt 
'«iife dulj appKciiated) and the history lof^ which hU 
aplei^did'taleiits must contribute to adoml * XHd thift 
«tAteniiaii live in Cassia, lie -wMtdeSmi^nk&tgB bxA 
^farkaout, ^as well as the.3i$uaeoMite^odeof disposr 
iiig 0f*|tn hifon^enieiit scrvtffeigb, ftom the fnnKipIeft 
;Jw aisimieffi iH opposing ^jAirlkmentary re^rm^ and 
>did heUve inConstanflfiople, h^ intl^ appirdve of die 
•ixmustriDg and scimitar, in pfsefe^ehCe^to tbctai^ 
&nBBS.of trial or impeadiment in disposiAg ^of a mi* 
!Bit8ter of state/ Had some of tfaer«[K)dem "pan^gpistft 
<apov:the wisdom of oar.- anc^toi^ Irv^ in 'the days^of 
%ijuher, they would, c^^eouMe^^ave beei\&ithlblCa^ 
4iolica; had iheir lot beeivcastnn Scandinavia, they 
^VBUSt hffve remained ruthless Goths; Und had thej 
1}eeii in. .existence in Palestine when Christ tau^i 
imd suffered, by their .^ywn showing, they would h»v€ 
been infiddb and Jews. Notwithstondii^ the halhi* 
'Cinations-or hollow reasoning of the ddbndeite of esta* 
^ilished things, mankind, with the insfittotions diqr 
^ove formed, will continue to receive improvemehi 
.fi»m the opesations of ireasoti and thd innovations of 
jdme. It is difficult to Conceive liow Mr. Canning 
«ttd his followers should iliink: the House of "Com- 
anonft so perfectly eonstituted,as to require no refomi- 
ation, while it is admitted that dthc^ parts of the go- 
jvtsnment may ; or that Ae moral mechanism of this 
^lUiSeiillily is sodove*taiIed into prejudice, its constitu- 
ent ^lemints so identified with antiquity, ^hat it must 
b 4i|fMR» changes mA amaliwations which seem to 
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liaTe been decreed, by Nature to be the fate of every 
other sublunary thing. Sulrely neither of these ex- 
trihne: supjtositions is descriptive of that.Honourablet 
House-:— and,, in reflecting on such Iojgic^,the Min«»- 
strel's exdamation must occur :. 

. O what a tangled web we weave*.. 
When fixBtwe studjf .to deceive L 






i. . i 
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CHAPTER XXin. 

Ik this histerj it may perhaps be proper te mentioH 
some political movements connected with the place^ 
of more recent occurrence than those of 1745^ former- 
ly, noticed. In the years immediately following the 
French Revolution, when that event had commenced 
its operations on the inture destinies of mankind ; when 
, Burke through a compound telescope saw ^ a mighty 
chasm that once was Fiance;^ where/^the throne 
and the altar were prostrate, and kings and priests 
were driven into comers ;^ where '^the grand Co- 
rinthian capital of polished society was demolished ;. 
the unbought graee of life,, the cheap defence of na«- 
kions, the nurse of manly sentiment and heroic enter- 
prise were gone ;^ — all gone. The instrument used 
by the iiibemian Orator on that occasion must have 
been of no ordinary dimensions ki bringing such a 
group within its focus, although the objects, it is be- 
lieved, were but indistinctly seen. Some of the 
statesmen of that day,, indeed^ ventured to assert that 
it was all a hoax-— the visionary eogiiatiou of a die* 
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<Med4tlfiey'^-^ KriiSi panorama, or a dream, dhe* 
ge^iitot) '4i4W^er, who§& memory;* is' identified wlttt 
Milkbaitiilg; contended, in defence of the positions (rf 
Kis friend, ''^that the shock which ^he Gallic whirii 
^nd had given to^the moral world would unhmge thi<^ 
j^laritj of the human mind, unless some counteWiHl-f 
ing fi>ree were opposed to it.*^ The leader of th€f 
Whigs at that eventful period argued like Demo»-i 
ihenes r and foretold, to both tHe government and thci^ 
people, the eonseqirences- of^ the tremendous morat 
eonvulsion ihtj had witnessed — that,. like a buirricam^ 
|b the physical woild, itvoouldiiot bift resisted, anA 
iBat as^ ttSs country was at- a distiitnce from the vor<? 
lex of ita operations, it was the duty of wise stskt^mefl: 
to observe its progress^ only^ aifd at favourable interi 
^«ls toatteiiipt to moderate its fiiry;/ But'th^ argu^ 
ments of Mn Fox.werei!iTia^iliiig;: and the ^'Grea^ 
Man, now Ijp/more^'^' began tO' weMiher the storm/. 
His suoc<^ssors at ibis day are able to tell, were the^ 
^illiiig,^Kbw'4alf his efforts and'ffaeirs h^ve been sucl- 
cUt^^knA wiiether the reasoning founded upon the 
jrineipks that gave ^ birth to the An)erican anit 
Frendi Revohttions. Ha& retrograded or gairieJ 
ground;^. In 1^791^ these principles were novel, ill-un-.' 
derstoody. and considered as illusory; at the present^. 
period, they: ait digested,^ have becdme'stiKble'an^ 
prevailing, and are evidently of more or less influence^ 
u^on every, deseriptioit of men, from the first wuis- 
ter of state doim^ the deluded wretches of Cato^ 
stseet and Bosaymuir notoriety. 

n S. 
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. On the deci^Uation of the King of.FfaiuSe^: llbi^ 
town of Hawick,, in the maimer of other jjibee^ had( 
« part to. pesform. in the national drama got up qi^ 
that occasioiL A public meeting w<a« held,, at which 
8 late Noble Commissioner to the General Assembly 
presided, when resolutions were adopted and puUishedf 
expressive of the determina^oaQf the meeting to sup^ 
port the *^ heaxen-bpm minister^ with their lives and 
fi^i;tunes, in the crusade he was nbouJt to undertake^ 
|br the subjugation of Juqobiniam,, or WaskingUm^ 
im, or William qfQrcmgeism'-''Cir.Wf political. de-» 
monstraxions in the^ conntrjr. that, seemed hostile %c^ 
existing things^ About the same period, a nieeting 
of a number of the tradesmen of the tpmi took place» 
{or the purpose of petitioning the legislature for a Re^ 
form in the Commons^ House of Parliament,. whei> 
xesolutions were agreed to,, and a petition drawn out»- 
in which principles of a diflSsreitt kind^fuid t^dency. 
fyam those advocated at the meeting of the Lives and 
Fortunes- Gentlemen, were avowed end defended.* 
This petitdoB was presented to the House of Com-, 
vions by Colonel Macleod^ previous to, the debate on. 
the escheated motion of E^rlGrey on paiitamentar}[ 
reform. The popular moi^ements. of that day^. beings 
now matter of history^ may be noticed with some free^ 
4om.^ The two political parties that, were iinustere^ 



* The Author of this volUine* who was thep a '^ery young. 
«iank was-ahumble actptio lii^se sceneft^-he need not sa^oat 
which »d^ 
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in Hawiiek ia those perilous times^ while thej pro^^ 
fiessed a sincere atta^hmextt to the best interests ofi 
tlbdx country, had the waai of chark j ta deny l^e& 
]^sse$sioii o£ public virfcue m each olben^ The anti*^ 
refocm and war association included a: great prc^r^. 
tion oT the weahhier individuaU Qf the* town- and 
msighbomthood : the other party wastomposed almost 
eniireLy of the wexkisg ]K)pulation.. The capabilitiea 
q£. both parties^ however-, appeared nearly equal for 
xationally. disQussing the subject they Kadventured to- 
grapple with — alike uninformed, andalik&pr^ump^ 
tuouss It is amusing to refleet with what ease andi 
qomj^aeency the Noble* Loid and his adherents talk^- 
j^d of putting down- the misrule of France,.' together 
with the new>&ngled principles which gave: origin to 
t]be moral cpnt^ion — while it is laughable ta< think 
upon, the prompt, cutrand-dry mediod»>that were re^ 
/iomlit^ded by the meebanies- £)r repairing^ the tttneu. 
worn machinery o£ the states The ultra, loyal gen- 
tlemen, in thein deviited zeals foe establiahed institu^ 
tions,. dome^tia and foreign,, bad no obje^ion to pas> 
si ve: obedience and non-resistanee agaiin beopming the 
.ordei^ of the day ^ while the views and sympathies of 
.theic opponents bad a^ evident leaning tct the stormy 
sway of de^ocriacy^ Th^ Demoorats sent a Deputy 
tfi' the Scots Convention that met at Edinbui^.. 
The Loyalists offered th^ir lives and.fi)ctunes to the 
Kbgv ai^d raisedra company e£ volunteers at tibeir 
own e;spense, as an earnest of future service^. 

The Beformers took in two daily London pap^m 
of the Whig school, and patronized" a. small circulate 
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iag library Hbbre #kt»iit^afi'tk0;p«4iM^^ 
o£ tkat. pericd. woeb ttlbi> sesh. JTk€^.0^9rils^^i«iett» 
gailtksa oitheAixutf ivuA i»adihg^btt«teMl^beiiM 
selves Jigiimst ibe i^Mnoittioii of tlieir adtersttries bjf 
Bbal^isg tlnir^beads,Iik« themihiBter^^BliBabeth^kl 
Out play^^nd 4;hittalemag.t]ie law. The poblic miit^ 
ins ia a. state of--gr^t:eccit0aeiit,.:aiid iti two €m 
tbia^iciMBetkik ajiedieftof persecHttotiy or seraetbing' 
lake. it^ tinged die otmduot ot thedefendera of the aU 
tar and the throne.. Two Tiotuallers wer^ refosed" 
the fionnt]/^ licence by- the Jastiees of the Peaee«, At a^: 
exdae^court,. where aU the innkeepers: of the distri^ 
were saasnnoned taappear,4md were fined for retaiKng- 
jph in plaoe of- whisky, tliedistiOatioB and sal^ of tfat- 
tatten being prohibited by law, two.- dealers wei^ 
lined more severoly than the rest ;i »d> somehow- ofe: 
ethefy. the individuals who: were refused licienoes,-and^, 
.^iose ;who bad the.faeavieet fine imposed 'ttpon thenH. 
•were refmners.. A cirenmstanee not a lihlemagiilaf,* 
.eninected with these fines,, may be nibttoed^th^ 
although the. dusdllation of whklF)^ wasv jmiiiblfed^ 
«nd not a gallon was for sale iii' SMhnd; fof laHent^ 
^I'iMnenty months, tBelicenoe»Jbr fetbtlnlg-^ were ist 
i|Kedy and' the money taken by-tkeeoHeetorof'exeis6* 
fs iisttal^i-*at least ;lhis was the casier^in Hawici.: . ' 
. ., Soeh periods of history, as, those of Great -Brita&^ 
*efcirixt the years 179»iMiA 1800, are fenitftil o^ 
wents calculated to ^' try men^s •sonlsi'^ TReperili^: 
that were encountered by numerous and lei^peetabk 
4gemms of this country,- m thosei times,, were: noany- 
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H^d seriott6^jasi4 cttll u^ reflections of a distrewtig 
nature. Soaae^of these beings,. composed. af the le^, 
fuse materials of which man is fdrmed, inhere known 
so to distort fiicts, and whisper falsehoods, to indi^ 
viduals in authority, that magistrates of oonstitu- 
tipnal. views, and modecate dispositions, were at times 
brought ia contact withr. supposed seditien, which 
otherwise they would wiUisgly have winked M, in 
oonsideiation o£ the- temporary disease.that tlien.agi<> 
tated the feelings of the community.. Enx>rs and 
(Mbccadilloes were thus, transformed into stratagems 
upd treasons.. . ' 

. One day on the receipt of seme news of. impoctance^ 
a garty accidentally, met on the street^ and were, talk- 
4iig over the political appearances of th^ week, wheii 
a fellow of the OHverian or &py tribe was seen aph 
f^nKUshing i *^ We: had better separate,, genilenien,!? 
aaM an eloquent re&rmer^' ^^ tbero is a ihiscr^nt 
eyeing us who will make a mountain of a molehill ; 
for the soDundrdt has such a paSucity of print^)^ 
that ho' would havje betsayed the -Messiah^ had he 
lived ia hia day !^^ So intokrant. wajs. parity^spiril in 
those times, that a tale told by such a fellow i^ould 
have obtained currency agaii^t the worth and charac- 
ter of a gendeman ; and it is supposed' isr ikhis tcArn, 
^tbat had k not. been fas th« extraordinary exertions 
of the late. Lord Erskine; backed by an English 
jury, several of the good people d( Hawick would, 
by this time» have been Justices of the Peace," in 
New South Wales; .. 



d by Google 



Itt HI&TOET OF HAWKK. 

• It h paiiiftd te' reflect on t the.*sitiiltUen ^f ikm- 
eeiuttiy^^urii^.die.first six or e^B# fears o^.tiie re^ 
lolottonujr wix. The tranquillity of the kingdoii^^ 
was put ipluuNurdyr the social interoourse ef coinpinii-^ 
ODS interrupted^ axid even the saCred -privacies of 
finendsbip violated. Firdbrands wm scattered -^ 
the Senate and in. the CoimcSs ef^thla S^g-;: wh^ 
the temples of the Prince of Peace rftng ^^ ftdm laedll' 
to dewy eve^ with rnicjdalnnjg; brftons 'for desolatMA 
and itrair.. -And for what ^vas the-^osperity and 4fi^ 
Unuss of theempire'put^ in^sueht peril' ^ "Why, bfi 
oause Edmund Btirke and Co. in the^apsddj A 
dMT imagibatioas, alarmed the Court* by.seef^vi- 
aibns, in one of wfaieh they beheld '* a beautiful and 
interesting Qjieen floating above the: horiaoir?*' ^ 
W%, beeause^lie G^vemmeni of Pranee had ^* pa$i 
sed tfarou|^ bankruglcy) into-the jmw^ 6t Kyjohitiatf^ 
mA eoiild4io^4Snd a i^^tiogrplace^amid'thecbitobs^al. 
fiurrbimded'it : and thus, ""by- the exitrava^ilaus of. A^ 
If ibemian • Ahtrmist, t}penling like tlicr irand^ of 1u^ 
enchaator on^ die Msensktye nervte of the' Premiei^, 
ms the natipn preci^tated ihto ^a. tw^tjr yesie!' 
war!* .' *...,.,/ 



It is pleasing t9 tt»i#>Aoitt*the Munders».ahd*dlHifT 
^rs, and. intolerance #fndh*^ iMllled die earlier pdL 
riode of the late war^.to.thiEt growipg iii^b^ 



* Mr. Burke on tbeQueen of JSkatftd* 
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iditi^ sectmty.that are charaeusristtt 4yf l^e pT&: 
ient time '^^ A' few htnifless- inec&a^iesV debating 
<«^er m(^h of candle,**^ are holoagerthcmght to enilan^ 
ger.the^public peace: ' on^the cbntraiy,' from the pa« 
rlice^e^lhe' cottage, 'liberal discussion is uturestrained,. 
•axid even faalSonabk, irben condtix;ted with decorum 
-and that jffqpaSetyof laaguage which always should 
4MBCompany argumtot.** Twenty-five yeaie ago, Scot^ 
land could not support one independent periodical 
publication: r at this day^* the larget proportion of iti( 
^periodical and otheir literary works is^^i that descripi 
iion^ fnnn the invaluable labours of St^Mrt, fefire}^ 
^andlVfaccuUoch, down to the crude and humble per^ 
^^rmance that constitutes the present v(flume 
' The fate of Hichard, and Mary Anne Carlisle) 
and a few others of their sect, id a blot on the fab 
fame and liberal spirit of th^ age ; and unless Mr. 
Canning ishidd them fibm fbrther suffering, these 
devoted individuals are destined to begin a new ca- 
%ndar of saints. It is difficult to say, whether the 
indecent conduct of Carlisle and his associates, or the 
intolerant folly of some persons in aruthority, are 
:snost to be condemned. At all events, the conse- 
quence is pretty evident, namely, the dubbing of the 
^fiirmeras maxtyrsand great men, characters theydiem- 
'>j^ves never once thought of. The severity of the 
""'^aw hair excited a sympathy for these people, and has 
"4il^n a currency to their opinions which these could 
RlS'oyB^rwise have acquired. 

It is impossible "to joeneeive what is mesftit by ^un*' 
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ishing a few persons for'bemg Deists,'and others for 
violating the Sabbkdi, while the Works of Hume and 
Giblxm are st»idards tn every library ; while the le- 
gislaturetare passing laws for •the protection of those 
y^ho deny the Trinity; and while my lady €■■ h 
and the Saturday evening Opera Parties make the 
fashionable streets and squares of : the Metropolis 
ring with Sabbath-breaking ".wine and wassd.''-*-^ 
These things anre so palpable,: that they stare the peo^ 
pie in the face, and surely the Bench of Bis&ops and 
the Society for tbe Suppression of Vice cannot be so 
blind as not to see the inevitable resiilt k)f such 
questionable proceedings.' It would rather aj^ear,* 
that Messrs. Carlisle and Company Gour{ the novel 
aifd Mufaomet^n mode of seplying to flieir twopenny 
tracts, which <the courts of law have adopted, be- 
cause a Celebnty,:and a ph^anx of vdtaariesmay thus 
be obtained for these would-be teachers which the 
rude character' of their writings was not sa likely" 
to accomplish. The Pilots of the. State, and the*^ 
Guardians of the Church would do well to ptmder'on 
these matters, a$ what with itinerant Rhdpsodists on 
the one hand^ and presumptuous Deists en the other,* 
the blasting influence of insinceije professors, and* 
the rottenness of unprincipled friiends, all aberted^ 
by the withering apathy^ of the public, the Hierarchy 
seems encompassed with a hdst of fbes^ which tl&eatens 
at nodistant period, thje overtbrow:fif that ones, gigaa- 
tic power which has stoo4 unshaken- against th:;: at<-: 
tack toSMobs 9xA MOnarths for fifteen'hundred yeirs 
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. IxL^iunag at pti^ affiiirs>tn ibe presbit^'thibi^ 
it will doubtless be «3CcusaUe <to notice^ in '« inore 
particttlacr maanes, a gr^at • £nglisk O^ade^ and 
Master ofdU Work, the champion alternately of' oK 
der. and confusion, of legitiniilcy and rev(dutioxt— ^ 
thai Sage, on whose wisdom multitudes of the agri- 
cultural s^iencies -of -the kingdom <n9W lean— ^tbat 
gifted Necromancer who, as b^ V Prest»,ifiy and he» 
gone r caii>remodei the <e&n&titution of Great Britain^ 
bnul himself on a gridijrtm, exosierate the ^nation 
from its pecuniary .engageipents with therdaih ofa 
pen, eject Mr. Coke of NolrfcSk out of his estate by a 
prophecy, and manufa^tufe slraw into the broadv 
brimmed bonnet of a Quaker— ^^tfaat philanthropist, 
patriot^ and divine, William Cobbstt, Esquife, 
alia>Sp Peter Porcupi^ne, This terrible Pamphleteer, 
whojs in the habit of '^ sa^ng ihore in a minute than 
be will stand to in a month^^ attempts ta make it 
plain to persons of the meanest capadity^ ^he seems 
to prefer addressmg Jifms^lf -to sucb), that 4t is as 
.«asy to reform the dfe&ctively ccmstittrtedr or time- 
worn edifice of a political government iterating on 
the destinies of tw€|nty millions of men, iis<it ;isfor 
^him to write ;dne -of his twopenny tnusts. This posi- 
.ticui seems to be the pivot qn whi^ all bis pditicai 
.pp^nions turn, the centre whence aU his views on :na* 
^oxfal affairs cUy^rg? ; and whoev^;has.Uie hardihbo§l 
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-tftdoiiiil: die tprandneBS and pnietioaKiiiy of die dbgu 
aa%is /denounced by this oonsisleiit' writer and hisibl^ 
.^fmrs, as hawig fi>rfeit6d all dbiin to patriotism oc 
.pnblie TUtoe. 

- It lias been remarked -tbat Gobbett and Httttt and 
their dificiples evince qualities of mind that ^iwoidd be 
-oMe ^naUe in the drill seijeants of a TegimenC 
than leaders of rational refbrmers df the state, from 
thedisposition so appatent in their conduct, to drive 
men rather than to lead them. It is soinewhat sio* 
gviv. that the reformers of this school should am* 
atantly be in die oommission of enors exactly similar 
in Icind to those which, with unmeasured language 
tJi^vOcmdemn in the friends of the ministers of the 
4ajr« vis. indiscriminate oakmnj ; while by a transit 
iioB:of abase, they vilify -and persecute every reforini 
er whose views may be less sweepii^than their own. 
The author of the New England Prophecies and his 
eoa^^iitor, the lord of the manor of Qlastonbury, * ca^- 
Irnnhiated the Jiate Lord JBrskine^ Mr. Hobhouse, ^C 
&CU beoouse the £ftther^4^ <one is attached to a public 
tMcQi the son of another was an ambassador, the brdC- 
ther of a third an officer in the army, and so forth. 
What would. Mr: Cobbett and Mr. Hunt tbink of 
Ae judgment Jur feelings of a man who, in etiAmBt' 
ui^:iheir talents and' woiftb, shoidd previously eni 
%|iixe whether their mek relatives were 4Mr bad beeti 
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tbeix femide C0nneet)oii9 wferch ladies of hdnoiir ahd^ 
dmtRqt&Tj] or of the frailer order of Atisfaftg the Shu«> 
namite ?' These celebrated refoiviefsr wodU ceibdii'* 
^ be wairaHted in deemiag auc^! a penwi^eitfaBrit: 
^l or ia blaokgvaid^ 

.' Mir. Cd^betty in hia vindeat: renurier on die da-- 
l^«^oa of agricultu!:«» has told JVk. Gt)oehy avd^the*' 
landowners cdrE}iglaad9> that. they^ are all blobkheada, 
and that their- tenantry and labourers are meie beasts 
4>f burden^. He aI«o told the peofi^e of the iaanttfi»SK 
taring, distriots^v Qvhea speaking of ediioationV that 
^ey ha4 nothing to. do with sueh viattersy' andihaJt 
•their business, waa- to^ laboury eat beef-steaks^- drmk 
jjetrter, ai|d gp;to^bed- Thii|genlleixum;ivho>is ever' 
jnuQabiing about theaptipodes of eonsisteticy, telk bis- 
readers, that the education and knowledge of the ^ 
.Scots aire all a farce, because thejP'Hve upon ositmeak 
jjorndge and potatoes,, thai they are not on a lerel m 
^oeic^ty. wi^h the unlettered workmen and peasantry of 
England^, and area ri^ce of sy^ophaots- and slaves/ 
This was sifyrely shooting with^ a bow of no prdfaiarj 
length,, and a Scotsman might be pardqmed did he^ 
exclaim,. ^* Ferdinand Mendez Pinto was but aiyp^ 
of thee,, thou IvMr of the first magnitude r Not^lUr 
si^ding the assertions of Mh Cobbett, however, the 
^eihication and intel^ig^nee of -the people of gcptland 
jire of. considerable utility, which, ^t times, he ua*- 
rii^tii^ly eonfessefti by hj^ violent pbiUppics againJ9t 
jbg Scpu^. philpscfiieif. 1% the eafly d^.^ p( f ^ar * 
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Pompitie,' wli«ia 6iBali<«tEliglMb mobw^^zX 
zUng their bett&teaks andporter, and biimtiig the ef^ 
figy of I>. Priestley, or crying braVoKto Mri 
Biuke^s dagger^sceiie in' the House ef ComniiEms, tlie . 
people 4>£ Scotland were coatpitring tke li&bouis 6f the ■ 
learned Doctor with the ravings of sneh 'men 'as . 
Bbrkeaiid Peter. At the present periftd^ when eve- 
zjL agricultural, fool or siiaipleton ifi England has the 
KbHtical Kegister :rcadl;e him weekly, the people oi 
the nonh are not oa.1y ^aMed to read Petered luea*^ 
bration& themselves, but are odmpeten^ to -appreciale 
the- vilue.of these e^^raordirfary production^. MV( 
^obbett boast% that ho has written tnore than any 
tnaii'eyer did-^^nd what then ^' Were tb^ e^scellenee 
o^t^ihgs^lo be estims^ted by their bttllf,.thi»jpfQf*<feV 
f:^ might be of some account :- yet even, were bulk 
tO'beooilie the standard of- value in articles bf^titerary 
mahufaeture, Peter^ pneteusions might perha^ be 
disputed by a N^rlh^m Baronet, ^ of sjtatistieal celeh 
*bti(y, whose multiiudinpus writings^ under the deno^ 
mination of ^^fauch ado about netbingy^'serve to fill 
uj the shdves of* the* librarite of ScptUnd, 
' Did 'Mr< Gqbbett' search after truth, l$e migh>, 
Img ere'thi&, have ^own^ that the fopdj raiment, ctf- 
cumstances, habits,, and character eS the people of 
Sbotlahd ai'e sis mudi changed within the la^t.^th^ty 
y^s, • as his Register is ftem . hi^ Porcjttpiiie. - H^ 
camnot have forgot, certainly,, the nej^le demonstrib. 
uon. of filling which pervaded Scotland,' from the 
4C:heviot to iheL PeniknA Firth, in defence^of^ ktli 
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un£)rtun9te Queen.: \y«i this like tbe doipg ot 
,^\e& ? He is not ignorant o^ th^ l^te nfttioaal ex- ) 
ertion in Scotland to open the Royal Burghs, WaiK 
this like servilitj ? He must also recollect the mmr 
jler in' which the ^King ^^s received jon his late ^'m%* 
to North Britain, and his Majesty's ob&er^a^ons iip-r 
on that sui>|cct. The calm, ratioiial, and 4igni£ei^ 
de^rtment pf the great body of the peo]^e on tha^ 
occasion cannot be unknown to Mr. Cobbeft iVnd 
h^n^ust also be aware, that ^thirty y^r^ ago the^latef 
Colonel Maokod was the only^ Soc^ Member in ^* 
;Cfrtain Asseoibly wh^ durst vote against the MinisteiT' 
.ofthe day V and ^^t^^ a3( the present :penod|, on ip- 
.]^tant- subjects,. Lord Archibald Haniiltpn or Mf» . 
Kennedy can divide, a. third of i their country men * 
.against the Premier;* The tru^ appears to be, tb?- 
Scotch phibsophears ha.ve ^^madc: tjbpe g;|II^4 jpd^ 
.wtneei"^. and the New £3igUp4. P^'Pphet is abo«it t0 
find his^leirel, wfa^ the cixcuiatjiopof bis H^iff^^r shtiB ^ 
^be as limited in Nbrfi4k^. Hi^lis» and Mi^dlMx, ^ 
<at present it is in Scotknd, . 

It is always unnecessary in diaeussi^ .to ^estipfi' 

.the motives of an adversary ; becausei shdpid theae 

•be of a suspicious 0|st, his arguments. must .be sp 

much the weaker. At times, however, it is difficult' 

.t# attend to this. Afjr^ Cobbett l»^sjbng kboated to 

,8bow^ that the national debt of Great Britaiii mvft 

be cuicdled bef<»e tbre errqrs of the J^tt i^stem are 

ip^t^rid 0^ and fire the iM]i>n cm vasuaieitf^ filler 

. hMkh and sti^i^sgth. Tj^is, A^iMif fin^ is ^dirjtaii- 
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ed ted by a vast number of our Uncted' and agii6ul4 
tural politiaidns, who thus seem* to be th^ fifst tQ^^ 
oomplaiik of the lOad "withr wifidh thiey kave ^emselves' 
oppressed the country.- It is not easy to acoount for> 
a position of this sort, comirig^rom aperaon^f Mr.% 
Gobbett^s penetration.^ Hfr* mxrst know^ that ' the « 
whole moveable property of 'the kingddm< is direcdjl^ 
or iAdii^ctly vested i-ft dii&publid funds, or di^pendent 
on'^heir tbvidlability,- and^hat general ruixi must fob 
Ib^any unhallowod robbery of this specie of proper^ 
ty.- W^re Grovemment to take adviee from- thfe Oras- 
cle of Kensington^ and My - violent hlinds bn^ thb- 
ffrnds, what loould become of the- capitals of tfa^ m^ 
nufactUrer, the mereh'anty and th& trader ( of thcpros- 
pi^rty of the monted man; oPtbe savings- of.leamed^, 
preifessionial^ or ingenious men, and of*'the hiird-eamw 
ed4ayiAgs>up^ iikdustrious-Ubbm'ers and mechiuiiesv. 
wtiose pittances agai^i* a^versify ai^e lodged in sav^ . 
i«g banks or friendly-socrttics ?- Witli ttfe exceptida\ 
of land, in^d,' property of 'every other d&sedjjitiiik 
is necessarily floating, and must pass through the 
temd^of titnkers^ traders, soci^ti^s, and tompanies of ; 
'Wiribus denou^inations, untiF'itaff' centres ih mor^- 
l^iges and the publio-fund^.* S(te»ag, tberefcfre, that 
such is the* present state of .matters in this ^ country^, 
in whii* l^ht is tte project oFMrr Golftett fordA- 
^ i^Oy iog the popertyi' comfori, .and>peac^ of mneteeil- 
twfmtiette of th'o^mmmiity -to b^ viewed? ' BVit-aa. 
' Hms swee{^i% mod^ofTenovatiil^the state was a pil 
-11011)0 d^jesi^ lEsily by » small {ottinnr 6f :die st«iU, 
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est of Ms omaefibol;' tKe panacea of equitable adja$t-' 
iQmt'was siibitituted, and^ trumpeted thnmgh the^ 
land;' No person-as yet, however? has ventured to . 
statey at' whatr^ retrospective period' this remedy for- 
mn-govenunent sht>uld''commenee its operations, nor 
when the ruinous eonftision would end. Did the • 
mtfty pamphteteer -see the possibility of 'reeoi'ering' 
his estaiie bjisttcfa^means?'' ...-.' 

Mr Cobbett at one time asserts, thkt trntiT paper > 
laoney and thb btibfaie <^' thb &hds ^re blown up, the . 
ntrtion cannot -do well; whife, at anothee time, hfe- 
maditaiiis, that were the Flriench and the Americans ^: 
to invadd this country j (d coalrtidn* this of "ho ordina^ 
ry-iliid at the present day)/ th^y must sueceed, bef •, 
ci|i»e the thing caOls^ the fundi would evaporate; like 
^i'thi^ b^sei^s fabric of a visidnj'^^and'paper money bfe 
ndmore.. lii^-toiksistency of these assertions is any 
thing but evidtot, while tlfe resulf inferred appears 
zfttherimpiibbkbl^. The overthrow of Gfeat Britain^ , 
fab^also says, is to be achieved thtough-the ms£nr- 
mentaltty of^team^bbatsH-^r it; seems,, although we 
couM' fight at Cressy, at Btenhetm, and Waterloo-^ 
although frbm the»ds(ys of Admiral Blake tovthbse of 
X/ord'N^lsoR'we have been iii thb habit of sweepings 
tfae^scas, yet the skill, and courage, andpatniotkm of . 
Briton&beeRmeidefunct,-fer8p0th;at the birth-of steam'* 
nayigati(iik Kx .By:,aQfiLdafih..<tf-the pen Mr. Cobbett.^ 
mdkes tfa^i ruin of -the. oountry inevitiible^ from their 
united«viIs.^Jews^jpbtH;rs,jwealtby merchants, and ; 
Ijaper money, \whi|e» ^by^ a.Xrj^uvetse .i^tsokei^Q^ thft^' 
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^me weapoDy he states our aTerthionr ta be certai^i^. 
should JewS) jobhers, &a . be ji^ut dawn ; ajfd the. 
Frend& and the ^meriieans,. it would seeing can do 
this when thejr p^ase. . These things suxel j i^roach 
nearer ta tbeiC9nfhies..o£ nonsense than thejr do to or^ 
dinai}^ logic cH^conntton sense.. The Soi^b Apieri* 
canstbOy iti^eems, are to be overifKhelmed in miserjr 
by the merchants of London having lent them money 
to enable them to drive a rutble^s:. foreign sc^ieryy 
from their coMBtry ;• while, the Sppm^ds^he asserts^ 
will be hiqy^ier i^idw the Priests, aa^ fiourbo^s en* 
oouragin^them to cut each others thtoats^.than^.thej; 
wene iiuoder tbegoyernment of the CcHftes. , These arf - 
jopiniona gublielx avowed by thahiimane and jf^nou 
id Mr..Cobbett. It is a pity Miltcm did not live in* 
.ihepresaii day,.as he might have thrown; . some traita. 
iif character into that of the Arch-Enemy of mankind - 
.which pixibabljr; were unknown when that .divine poet' 
aiterapted to pmiftray the. mal^i^y ofa fiend. It 
^is to be.,ho|)jdj^ however, that the man who at time9 
^has traduced almost ev^y publico character. in exist* 
leaoces apd who has alternately condemned and defend- 
ed, every ixnprqvemept in the^ rdigi^us' and pplitioal ^ 
iibtory of biUspedes^wllI^at tlirees<M[qrvbcgH^ to soe^ 
the propriety. o{ bridling the evil passions m order. 
/* to patch W£ his oldiSouLfor . heaveu^^^ \ 
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CHAPTER XKJT. 



SrWill; no doubt^ appear" to- a* number of reader^ 
VBaocountftble^, bow some of the subjeets treated of 
in this Wume are, m it were, pressed into a perfoiv 
nonce that would seem, necessaiilylooal.. 1% may be 
observed,, by way of- apology, that every- popular 
sentlmeYit,; political opinion, or publio m^^ureOn' 
the present state of soeieiy^ in this oountry^ is nofr 
anly of local notoriety and interest^ but gives birth to 
Lieen conversational discussion iti the-rernQt^t'OoimeVs' 
oCthe> isbnd^ and haS' boeome a- species* of mental 
food to. the people. ^ Hence, in giving a^bistoric^l 
sketch of a Scottish Manuf^curing Town, wli^re edu- 
cation and intelligence are astommon^ as ignorkAee 
and pauperism-r are in some places, it would i^p^e^r 
almost indispen»ble in courtesy to lb» prevailing 
sympathies of. tha community, that Mme national 
questions, i^ould be noticed ; while it is not, perhaps, 
very- singular it» such circumstances, that one of two 
popular orators or -political mountebanks should be . 
glanced at among local ;things..> But to return. 
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Mr. Cobbett, and the landowners of the oountry^ 
who look at the national debt through the same in&- 
dium, are really unreasonaUe, seeing they have hadi 
ercry thing in their own way for centuries. TJie.- 
agriouhural legiislators of the kingdom have abetted^^ 
if n6t been the eauseof all the wars, victories and de- 
feats, enumerated in the British history,, with the- 
public debt consequent upon these, and none was sor 
loud as Mr.. Cobbett to abet t)iem, tod to promote:^ 
the early mischief of the late protracted war, (en 
^iicb service the Government surely oWea ttioi a p^p^ 
aion, i£he is not already in the re^pt pf €«K'Of^;tbe«e 
^GodUsends."^' Now, it is certau^y tootoiicb--im7^^ 
ix is alike unxtianly and unjust fi>r these .g^tkm^i 
to turn nwud. on^tbe naf ifiual i»xdiiters,to^[^^ thcri^ 
€/t tbdrpropc^ny^. bemuse j' forsoolb,; t&Er; mixBfTr bof>«i 
lowed and^thrown away ifr more tban caiKS^fiveoiaa^ 
ly be repaid. The public debt of Great Britain haa 
^es&ving quality attached to it^r-it is a memotial e£' 
liie e^ors^. and extravagance of state»nen^ tbat^must^ 
bave a' pow^ful inflxienfie in. crippling the* aBd[>iiioEk 
of future rulers^. and while.it iMlngs ocver thefaeadsof 
our legislators,, like a mill-gstoae, it must, deter theea 
fit^ proitteutiitg the policy of Mlietr. predeceaaoars ia 
the execution of whose. {Mrofitkss anti-n^ional ' under^- 
takings this monstrous dcdbt has been coBtiaoted. 
, Mr> Qobfaett says,^^ the debt must be^caneeiled,. 
otherwise the la^ed gentltoten muat qilietiy walk, 
out of their 'e8tAtQS.r The altemattvie hete ia hy np- 
means' idewr ta an ordinaxy undeatndu^ ; hot wexw 
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viiUteis -to eome enm to this pusj the i»iguit7 of 
the thing movili ajqpear a shade Signer than thai 
vWhich imdiilie ^rpetrated 1^ atdbhery oT^^he pub- 
lie fandt^ in 8o £ear iets the 'bommer is entitled io sol^ 
ibr before the lender-; not to mentioa llie exilitence 
c«f the state being more closely interwoven with the 
&rtunes of the latter. A moralist would be af a^Ioft 
how a monied man ought to walk out oF Uis^eapital*^ 
n trader out of his shop— or an 3ndustrio|is wc^kmaii 
cout of his savings, (as all of them would do'wesre TUb^ 
Cobbetf s advice feHowed.) More than tthat, a laad- 
%rd ought to walk out'of his Mtate^ toward the liqui- 
dation of the national debt:; particular]^ ^hen it is. 
jreeollected, that the landlords bmroWed the money. 
Sut is there no middle course to stee^ in such a daii- 
.gdrous navigatiotk? most as^redly th^e is;.anfl. 
/sHould the jpecuniaiy affilirs 4>t this great empire ever 
^caiXL for measures df extremity, these have beeii point- 
*'ed out by a JMitriotic and masterly hand, qi the jipirit^ 
jof sober reason and justice. Government would dio 
^ell, indeed, to direct the public attrition to the lafe 
3ir. Riiardo^s views upon this subject, besSone an evfl 
'day shall arrive; as a contest seems approaching oil 
ike Continent, ' between Kevobtion and anoint llis-. 
xntle, that must agitate the nations as an eirdh^ual^ 
convulses inanimate nature; nor i^n thiis eountry 
hope to be ndutral in the strife. In thisoase, a ma- . 
itetisl reduction of the public, debt would ftej^sie us . 
for such a etisis, convey a reiionited iknpulse todfe 
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wtieiial energies,* and enkbk* us iiondmet sucoBHAxHy 
ttfaeoitrapBiiiiarj events tbat must fidkw, :> 
. ' Mr;^CM>liett liwlevdied some'of siiis cnwiUHbed 
Anoini 'at 'the memory of 'Mr; Ricardo. 1 3%ejr. are 
4ike}y; however, io reboukd'&om the object admed at, 
4o tatehsfix the chhracter of the merciless ;po8ebeF« 
i&ifka whose quiver they hadvbeen drawn*' ? It was 4ong 
' jnojee'obsewed,* tltat P«ter darted his quills iii'ewsry 
i^ireclfeHHi ; yc^t it is lamentable to seie'a pohverfisl xnkad 
.d^ght in •sGttnrili^'^nd ^e&m^ion. .Mr. Cdbbett 
.will SHrely'not eontond in'the^general/thst inen pd^ 
.sessed of leapital ^av^hot a right to buy- or' seii wk6 
4tj or i4i lend it, as they may see propeir. ^He will 
^ .asswp^ly not argue that monied men 'ought lo imt 
,i^(m\y tw% ihrec, or lour per 'cent, -profit' oa- their 
;properCy,-while he may fate in the teeeipt cf six, twAre, 
•or twenty per cent: 'pi*o6t upon vhis, Register,, or.his 
»stifaw-pkte. ^ M^. -Ricardostated in: Parliament that 
:4he pniKi^al' pari: of his prc^rty was im iahd^> bi»t 
cMr. Cc^bett s^ys, he sp/^eulated in; the^unds^ Very 
r^cU^ kt? this be grmYted— ^Mr*. Ricardo ipeculated in 
^ Ffm^ot ^ap6Uf ^ loan, perhaps, and had a re- 
itliin of fifteen-off twenty per centA— fMi^.^jcftbettape- 
i^ated 6n therrestate^of B(^tley,- andhad^Mi Irisb.re- 
•tUfii oi^rnnusMty-fer ^ent; . Stwh: tilings :will Qcenr. 
^;]^4 $%riDg. speeujfites: in Russiaa. and: Mexinn 
^^^,<and:is'swl;es[^-rrMi% OdUbett speeulatva in 
^ni^nfr«i|d»Americ$m Frephmea^ and.pmbabfy:4s 
{Oaj^t^Bo^&rtwult^rrMf* Aothschild «Tenittneft ^pcn ia 
.^jAnish Constitutional loan, and is unkieky^-^r. 
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Colbett itk$ dtnm-iMs^ Gridmms, Cottage l&Mm. 
fny, and GnraimMV vith tolmbie Bueoe9B«*-«iMljdl 
this id well trmight be siq»posdr Mi^ G. weiiUl W 
flow ill briDg^g difti!ges against individaab for €WR« 
Ibadking in exoeptionaUospeeuktiitos^ orfer Alkwjai^ 
knproper parsuits in the way of bttstntts. - His spe«. 
evlatnms' on Sir Frantsis Burdeit, -mni. fooaae other 
^mAmmi, are ^dl ktiowi>--^tid feAsps 4h^i6 is not 
a man in ^e kingdom ^ho would have made sueb a 
retarn to the Baronet as he has done. 
' Mf. RWrdo^s property was in hiseash and in 
Ifts acres. — ^Mn Cobbett^s pTOf)er^ is in his heftd and 
ill Ms pe^; l^e ^mer bought and scM stac^ it 
^leeifis'; o»i, k i^flher «rords, hoij^ ai^ g^ pbrtions 
#rfhe pnl^ debt 4Eit 128. ^Ss.t»r£Os. per pounds ne- 
eording as the barometer of puUie credit exhibited 
ikvouvable or unfavourable appea«*anoel(. The latter 
has siif^i^ not been^ver scrnpulons in apjdying his 
.property to procure the good things of tins Kfe. He 
wliies «fs nn other pi^rsen ev^ 4rrote, and sells hia 
literafy laboars as he can. In this traffic he has 
efa-onlated a c|uantity of persmml abuse and calumny, 
tMiificient to satisfy, evei^lbr centuries, ^he nialevoU 
ml pr<]penstti.es of mankind. In this periodical 
'^tering for breai, he has 4icqoired no ordlkiary fame, 
^Mid-}^ vanity iaf>robahIy fed iarefleeSng that bis 
iMn€ 'may Kvd ^sifter him ; akhovfgh like the ce^brity 
^Heiiogaball»,«r Peter the Hermit, I^eter JPdiea;^ 
^nrt miiy bedestmed to be of a negative kind;« 
Vke-ftftoie l^toRa% in^revie^ng ihechaiaeters and 
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punmia^ Mr: Ricaydo and Mr, Coblwtt; vfll W$te 
40 loM to make a oompaiative lestimafo xo( tbetr 
vierits^'-^Iieaving.this pampUeteeriog*Hei»iiles,twith 
wbom it is undersHood to be as diffioiiU 'to argu^ 
from his tergiversation, of sentiiBeit aiid.i^iftilig of 
positioD, as it is to identify some of those penoas, 
ivho have occasion at times to change their namea* 
itispiopeCy.afteraloDg dlgiession, to .i^ume local 
matters. 



* Th^:iiAabitants>of Hawick) VMth'tWo sAttaiy -ex- 
ceptions, have had the good sieiise to avoid the pevSs 
that environ ^ the .man whowwrttes.a Book.'" . Both 
individuak vrho form these exceptions are:wdl known* 
...^i^inei;, Gaiivin Boi^las, JBisbipof -Duldceld^ who 
wai^ Relator <of the parish H)f .Hawick previous to .his 
advancement to the. BisfaQpVsee:; ami «the hite Dr« 
J<^n Yott]^,,minister of the.Anjtihurgh^^congrega- 
tion in this town. About, the year 1794, the X)octor 
publish*^ ,a volume, .entitled *^ Essays. w %Govem- 
ment,'" a small 'Vork9ihatvwent through several edi- 
tions. ' The Author poss^essed no .ordinary share o£ 
talents, aooorapanied with indefatigable indiisti^.*— 
In his Essiiys, he .'evinced an iQgemutyin>ai]gu«iei}t, 
an aptness of observation, : and . a knowledge 4>f the 
subject he wrote ^pon,. whi^h acquired, fer Ae publi- 
cation the,charQctiBr..of bei^g^one.of the almost po« 
litic^l papaphlets of the day in favour of .Administra- 
tipn, and which prmnired for the Re?^.i^9r^t]em)m a 
operate: pension, which is cgntpjfted:.l»> tWe t^ im 
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Avi^teri. Tie lioctoft industry and uSeftrli*es4 
maybe gathei*ed front the following particulars. • • • 
' • For a' very C3dn*ideirable number of years,- DA 
•¥oung carried -on what was called a.n Eveinng JEx^' 
ercisey or piibliewor^ip every Sunday night, besides 
the two "usual^ diets of^*sernioiir in the course of that 
day. His discourses in the evening wfere lectures 
fi]fiinthe OM TestafUletft, on the History of the Jews^ 
from jS&san to the bi*th of Christ, in which he dist 
pftayed a good 'deal of geographical information, with 
a minnte^LnowledgQ. o& Ae-topography-of' Palestine; 
title manners of its*ancient people,* and their connex- 
ion with the^e^bouiring nations: The- preacher's 
plainness- and sincerity were equally nniaffected and 
strtt^g, ai^ seenied^^llgtouriy'to itoi^lliift in his 
lectures togive-an explanation of ^veiyverkerin the 
Kble as they ooeurred-«<i duty at whichlsomle elergyi- 
men t|f the presenl'iiay^ as 'Well as some of their hear^ 
ersj-wotfld^tartlev- Yet, although modern mannerfe 
seem incompatible widi such patriarchal simplicity^ 
the- DootorV purity *of mind was never once doubtecf, 
•nor »wew the morals of bis hearers 'injuted by the prfe 
ttitive*«ast. of hia tebeors^- People- had not ^ thfen- he- 
cmne'iSo(7efi«ied^as to be afraid to caH a mse a no^, 
or to apply^thoepuhetol'^mAJir^cfo^A^^ orin^^r^^r*. 
iM^fo^a^c^taki jMurt of .a manV.dress,' as if suA 
absurd epithets in anyway mended the matter. 
'' ■■ i:)no season 'tb% Decttlr'^s ^evening dtdcou^i^S Were 
latber e( a particular kind : - he annopneed from- the 
,pttlpit, Affp as he undevstood Faine^fiAge][,o{^Reaf(di 
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was €trcttlatiDg in the towir, he had goe a readuig o^ 
it, and intended to oommenoe a series a( sermons oo^ 
the Sabbath evening following, in the way o£ aaswer- 
img the arguments of that popular and pcofiiiie writer. 
Bis pious labotirs upeii tbisf subject ecmtinued finr 
I^XMit three BMmths; ^nd it was the' general ^inio^ 
jn the plaee^ that Bishop Watson^s ^^ Apokf^ for th^ 
^ble^^ was net more successful m w^ to the^infideii 
jMioD&of Hume,'and Gibbon^ and Paiiie> than thf 
ingsnious Sennoa^ whioh weiie at that period deli^eerr 
ei hj this provincial ClergTman^ ^ atheiistica) 
.publiiea|ii09». said to be wcittjen by a Dr« Francja, wap 
jilso in the town at thai p^ied^ and kk eirddatieot^ 
iDr. Young inforined^ his evoiipg hear^rsj^ that he 
likewise intended to ht^ve given a few discouities i^ 
^miswei! to thk weik ^ but iia rea4iog lA^ he fbuad tiie 
jiuther was an Atheist,, ahd wilh a pecsoa of that dbah 
afinptlon he had resolved xiot to argue. P^aps th^ 
^as an unwi^ resdution. The great maj#citiy of tbi^ 
Doctor'^ evening audience were persons attadbcd lur 
l^e published church,, and othei^^ i^ho tike VohaiiiGr^ 
nondescripts,, had 90 particulaisrsectarian attadbment% 
but who admired the talents,, ingenuity, mi M|I 
wkh whioh this Disseiiti^g Minislen diiiteharged tbs 
important functions of his offi<^ The mcMetiug-hoiise 
^as crowded eyery Sunday ^ve^ing &r many years.. 



On (^ ocieaaion,. Dr. Young had the hooouy to 
iivinibar among hia hearers a strangec whcme travels 
sre i4eii^£ed with ^ oaiifie oC bummiqr,.a^ who^ 
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ill-. lias -«eoe»tn& waiMienngs, .passed ^ day or two in- 
this town. The following xelktive particjolars were^ 
kindly omQmunicated to the^uthor of this volume by» 
ytyoung lady. . , , . . -• ' 

<■ ^*' The imaiortai Howard, on oiie of hi^bette^olentr 
egcc{iTBk>i» - through Seotlandy. reached the l^tm oT^ 
Hawidc . about^thft^ hour x)f curfew^N on a iine iSepte^i-* 
Ikr.^^vening^.-and walkiagtsfowtyi^iipirto tbe door* of a* 
small inn, well kno^wnl^rthe title of tlie -Black Buil,t. 
in fn»nt of which stood the landlord^- Adam Scott, aip* 
pasently^ eying the jouMfcioQS of «the>.weary pedestrian ;v. 
w|^ .whemabottt'to-venterthe^heuse^ jRras- acoosted ini 
the fidloving manner-: >^ Where yie ^a,un — ^andwhat^ 
aze ye. wanting,. lad ?V ^^A nighc^s. lodgjng^^ was 
the reply; ^ ^^ Gang and aeek quarters in some other 
plaeetban'thisy^ answered tHe^>uncourtly publican— 
''•We dinna«keep the like o» you here." Howard de-' 
pBftedt:«idthe4ie3a jperson he addressed for informsJ 
tinn where he ahoutdjSndjK^eemmodaticHi for the night,- 
cesdttoted bim to the^KingV Head, kept 'by lin old 
invom named Nelly IMc&son^ beUer>kBown by t}i6 
qijpeUacidQ oiKing Nelly. -This person, low in sta« 
]t)4re^ ideformed, and rather meanly, dressed, ushered 
J}«r,g|]«8t,int(p adarkiback.roem^ which had all the 
ajpiqpearanos of a-prison, and was t>nly>itbo\rt its d»»«* 
cipUiiei Who knowa. but the -present scene before , 
•HowJE^rd may have give^n a new impulse to his mind, 
.80 as to direct its powers with unwearied application 
.tfmords the g^eral imjHRovemeni of such institu'tions, 
of.vbicb the histoiy. of hit afbrjifi^ bears ample. t«^ 
Y 3 ' 
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and wkiflttiigf as tllat' tlhoMigli lAicH a erimiuiA'atelks: 
HI his o^ Bieaalatioii wm ilie iii»gBiiig ftsture «(! 
the a]partm«it. Thct* tread o£ Uie-^irtrangery w«eibe$i« 
rtttng^ aliNig Hs time-womt waUa^ ^ve. ibdieaiiooa'- 
tluit a. gseafe {Hroparttloii' of fiinuture bad been vemavi»» 
ad;: bu^ tbate yetrjemaiiiad a«bcdoii.wb]di the.w«u»r 
tf waight tepose^^ and iha aHudbei«.4i£&.Jiiaiiaidi 
mi^bt be enviod by kh^ andloiBqwoiaic 
- NeKt moaiii)g» irfiile dreMihg, be heard Neify exK 
^irimtjfcg. ut II sbrill; tena of voices **- Na ! ^deed^ se^ 
Pe^j, a.^^miia gie onj thing the day ^^^e. Was Iwnr 
l^t wedty. aKid a aiuiw tsorTe- yeiika tinMy saa jb 
m^ gaig je> waja^ F^^ iroii. vhicb. MmtwA 
MMAt hia ap^aratieey.aiid observed that his ho&teea. 
fiaa raj^ctiiig die* petitilm of a needy iie%libe«r«..f 
TiMtvwre. tympatbiei ia the heest whiefa csan only 
ba aan&ened hf diebeeeaobii^ bok of isdigeDaeaBB^ 
4Mmoe wretdiednefa.. Haaravd^ wfaeee^benenilleDeft: 
foiwad bom fiaeling^jui wdil iiafram apvidfleo£d«^ 
l{» knew how ta cultmta tbcae la ae^to gviadole'die 
jMid of <id}«9r8^aiid'taadd t<ttke siimaCbiaisimin^ 
dmdwd happiiie8s.v He enqttnndjnto»>^ atna t ifln^ife; 
4le hel^bea being befim kiin^.aiid findiiig bee }rar3rda9^ 
liiitta^ pat a gaiiyea mto her baadvr^^^ WbaftaatbaM^ 
adced the tueiidiiyuit-^^^ and i4iaMia ^to do wiik.il^P' 
?^ itis a gumeay^added the, geiiesaua*H award,. f^foR 
fok'tm ej^pend «q^ eiMrdtaLi when ovaruben byaielk 
mmT ^'MajE ^e Kovfa bleamgt^ligbt.tm ya^ flirt- 
ijaeiih^d«iAF8^y;.ittdj«^iteth«tea^^ 
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te her i»tehii«d fandf iiUci^ wkli a k^ 
mm gnup^ oontMbed^Hw iA o^ cMRlMy: ti»a«ttre». slie 
gaire a deep sig^, and hesleiied ewi^ te^depoiit tkt 
ttneaipeeled donelum' ia a plaee, from wbMiy wtteA: 
ftkjmeis&iesaifedr a {Qf9»/abimt, to nix with ite pMent 
Mrth^ it «^ht egain. ba brought fbvth, and eocpoe^- 
ta the light af cbqr^ to Mtjgly her iniih thaneenaoC: 
pnanno^* thoee Uttlaaieeeanries whuk eiftio iadiai' 
peDftU>le in ciaknese— -parhapa to piucheaa; ik» ke^i 
eoaisa. oavering: in whiah. 4ia Ijfeleia. fima af jcid^ 
Pegg;|^*iiii^t^be envGloped9.ara kid. on ita^ oold c)^' 
bed^ ill her native ahufdiyatd., Th» eai of pcivaiia^ 
diacky was peffiMrarad on erSfturdaj mompf^it h^ 
tag anaitablished^ enetoaiif at that pefiod, fee the- 
poor' lesidaig in^ thetomi a^kl m^gldbiNiriioQd to.ggs 
« w«6k:tf^ faiiad on that deft.. -» 

The Sabbadi Howard daroted ta^ eitendaaae a») 
pab^ worahip^. at ^e* Miaetjng-hoitfes 0$ tha .di^^ 
aeolers, whoia he eoatribttted n aiuok larg^ eaa^^ 
tbaftiilgiYeiMbjF weahh?fvfitwig^ on asdiiutf^^^Metf^. 
auna.. He left. Hawiek o« the. folkwiiig: mormng^. 
'«ad^ trftteUed on ft^ t« JMbMrgb., &9k hia waji^ 
-thither he eatefadinto oonveiaaiioarwiih. tin^maiL 
whom he had me« at WeenabHsd Mill^^and {^t^iHlfr.^ 
•itieir hattdt a iMiiaber/<tfrd^iia.traat8$. in orders- 
that tb^ «tii||ht dbtribttte them among their friettd^ii; 
in tho-towii^ ^homthey eoneeirad irtightMbesdlled^ 
;a9 weiL as theoMelaes^by their pemsak Thb teken^ 
af hie kindnese betftowctt upaa.two peveotie) iir:ieheat 
/fiaU^cphMe-hC'had iejOQiaed^ an^ 
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tliff Y«iwUhffsgo juf%alirribed to^'M ,Tbis ioiT 
ppT&et; Aoooimt of Us jminiej tWou^ <U»wJck» tbf^ . 
wnttat fieUf isr4rat ^^aMaall tribute to tke jatmqry of 
$0 b^voIeDfe« pmoofl^'; :.yet it mhU notbe deemed 
by tbote wbo.ies^ct tho'di^racter o£ihe>injEti\idiuil 
under eoniideniiioii^to<» late tQ*e(unini€att0«pap^r...^ . 
Howivd: )imi in objert- m vieir in as9«i9inag,the'.«gftrb - 
of ja obsenreiirai^eUeru. He bad ta &hn aji estimate - 
of ibe banian eharactei^ ndifiamiap^rtialfcbutfron^ 
fkgtneu4 survqr. . Henoeite^as. necetsaay the sfiauld ^ 
c^iua^ranan. in ereiy.vankof Jife-u. H^xmMm ta 
be'aibeittg nonMeiL *b]r*exteiiial^ durcnnistanioes,! and 
Ho.be^ipilpeUed oiMFanls to.aelion.by goodnand bad 
pjopepiitiflaf .from *tjha^ pgeponderanca jot .Qnaot otbef 
€1^ which, when left to himsey^ heJbec«»iie dignified 
or boae, virtiNMis or ^rieious. In the o^arloolfi^KltaNdes 
.(^4)«vi9rty»aad.wretctediigi8,>he found iteny t^^i^ 
jfOitKyH'^hik'CCNpipassion. . To^biiii it. jiraii i^c^t a. 
Jipme^oiifiamvm to quiet theirims,, tojiwtifge ^mt 
/|ii90M»<M|d; .on nu|&beirles9 ocesaiow^; t#^em»ift||^ 
^i!ii>u#iwhere he fouund it^Uiy ^ccMitDbulai^ii^ll^ fronr 
J^-iHW»(.to«iimeliffWle the eurouiM«»Qps<)f i^;^»oV 
t^fHtdl^niBUuon. .The |^»tl^<OB. whieb be^ttode he 
.JlftN^ ^ \feintfic^\$% bjut not impractioaUe» . H^ was 
,imj|y^||b^gfd in h^lHliioaent^ but jpot in the ii^mi|l 
^j^^^o|^ti6xi»tbat prompted him to the mission. His 
jpood whi^h s>^^ed i^ from its purpose, but follo^ 
•Mjff^^^^ uUiDMUe.obi^t, wfis still the .sanie :iuvi 
' .d^^T^y.,i9fl;tt^noe from without».wh^h§r of gilt^nh 
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inent, of paople, of cltmate^.or temtorfi Whitlta^ 
sbever he travelled, her- travelled in all the- dignity 9t 
those native and oidtivated viHue8,.fo^whidl he war 
truly eminent. Tt is ther dtity ei the livings age to^ 
record the deeds of Im phSaitthtopy— -that'^ poste:^ 
rity to reiterenoe.and extol tliemJ^ ^ 



It is finrtunate for the. Constituted Authorities of" 
the towik.that neitheriloifard, lior tettedy, Mrs. Fryi: 
thought of visiting the: jail. This^ no donht, innst 
have been. o«Wg. to^ ittf haing niltenmttefl whon belk^ 
tiiese {tithmthropisto passed thib yi^y^ JlsKoUld W 
fcnowik howevef, that, the jail here eoiisist^ of out 
^pMrtmient' pidy; a dliqgeon, fa|(1y bdOw gtonvfh 
measuring aomewbere about sixteen ftet by ^divi^ 
Into thia pesdfitous hote^. ndnala vad/malerprisonefa 
must be psessed,:shpuld.indlvi4aak qf htth spxos hap* 
pen to violiM tl^lawft at the same periiid-^ut thevt 
is one quality^ rather of a redeeming hiiod^. attaid^d 
to this place of aonfinemes^ namely, thiuil dots* not 
require either gre^tiStiimg^ <4^ing?niii«]^hi aciilpnl 
to make an eseape. This ia a, benefit <af «hii|i.bo(Nh 
maks and femalies have at times availed thenaalves 9 
and the residence tf.die bitrgh ofteers, who alteffttate«> 
ly a^ as jailers, being at a distance firam the jail^ ia 
au addiKimial advantage to a pt&one^ Thts^ Aings 
have excited puUtc complaint, and the Magisiratcc 
at present have it in eon)bempIation to erect a ttewjail 
with different a0Hnniiiodttieii and under fngn jam 
nageii^eivt. , ; 
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CHAPTER XXV: 

The fint tnwie or business that appears to have ati 
tained any celebrity in the town of. Hawick is of an 
iHicit kind, namely^ Snniggting ; ^ and b^ ' which nii^ 
nieio«i% individink- aequiied a-Hconsiderable share of 
pt>perty4 Thrs** trade ' seems to have flourished 
ihiottghpiil dieeoantry fer a long period, apd perhaps 
even at diis day,^ (were the truih toId«) 'the business 
k'Still carried on»pyelty *genef ally, and ^th' tolerably 
snoeess; noris iteaqr te» oonceive^ bow. matters eaii 
be otherwise;^ when alt the circumstance are- takai 
into consideration. It is not an uncommon opinion 
that iteu|^ling has increased in pfttponion'Sis the ex^ 
cise laws have -been extended, ^^aadi^heetv made mdrt 
severe. At all evenlS) it will b» admitted, by aU pen» 
sons who have had any^ O]iport«mity* oi^iitformin^ 
themsdivea oh the^sitbj^tv Atkt tbisillegtil calling has 
increased in spit&^ these* law«r 'indeed, .were a mix- 
ed squadron cf dragoons and exdse officers stationed 
ifi..eveiy market-town in the. kiiigdmn,^' they would 
prove incompetent to put down smuggUng,*^hile the 



d by Google 



t^nptaticms toitare 10 ttrong. Gftn it ikdoiudl/ be 
supposed, vfaen tbe extensive eommefcid speculfttioni 
of Europe, and pBrticubrlj of thisvoountry, are con- 
sidered, jthatuecesianes, sueh.as tea, jeoflfee, tobaooo, 
spirits, frc will net be smuggled^ when these artides 
may thus beifurnished to the community at two, six, 
and .ten shillings, in plaee of^ght, twen^ and thij^ 
ty ahillings? Jstit pomUe in the present state of 
society, whentindiistrious and^firiigid habits are so es^ 
sential, to exclude .the^ cheaper .articles ftem.the mar« 
)[:et, &r ^prevent them irom leadmig theeensnmer? 
Seside^ when ^e Jmm^ise diqnroportioa^of pme be* 
tween tthe {taxed, and rthe smuggled ^commodities is 
sttch;as/to ensjorea constantly mereasmg oon8u«i]ttbn 
of.the Jotter, what becomes of the pajblic rmmief 
£xce$siye taxes of evsecy description lieceteifl^be^ 
come incuffidumt, and*complete «their 4>wn extinction:; 
asy besides smB^^giestaUiflhmeiits .can be reduced: 
Horses, .carriages^ armotial bearings, feotmen, and 
4ogs can .be diq»enaed with.; John, the coachinan, 'is 
only retained, while Tom. and Dick. are dismissed'; 
windows jure ishttt uf, and^hounds are despatched in 
scoies.; mw is .G$maiimed-<only at iatesvals, and in 
half-dozens, in place of i^osens.; waak ale is used in 
4)lace, of strong;; the^ supply of tea and* tobacco is in 
driblets;; land smugged ^istts .are* drunk in place of 
legalised stuff. When these things ace duly ponder- 
ed, perhaps the !appU4»tiflii of "collective wisdom**^ 
to a certain;a8send>lyt inay be disfNited, and Jeven the 
finaoeial.. talents of theJieaven-bocii mini^ may be 
called in question. 
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:fl0»d:io3|iipi doiMWipdAtt ^ ihi» loMrti iitid^iicigM)Mr- 
luMd^ nptmn^Mr^ lilMil4lie niidilb'iyf th^ Itiiiteen^ 
tmtf. U\t «iuR ftii«d, a Mudl trade ih f%in^ whidi 
■WW ipiui hy nmwiy nfOfk-^mliekk fiiktfa^ aeeno 
^••liave iiMif .woim^iidiig. l9l« yani ivIm earriedHo 
1EcndU,.9^itW{^f«4g^^ MA SMittg^ bj era^lliisg 
'metduHiCs, <m horMbatk The liiaimfiiBittfis of' eaiw 
.|Mtfly>ftltcm]^ tfowwfrwwi -iaftM W ya idfr Mfber ad(it» 
•tMBt,' ma b^gmi kbailt tbaC^ un^ by-^hTefe' eeimtty 
laalitntfM of^if vkiftity, who cook ditopaftMrsKlip 
an aetive^fMiati^^^iwrfrem'Daiifennlitte. l%e 
«ada ooDtinttad lo thim far 'half'a^Malit^, "and %ew 
-eMM asctaodve, tiH tka liia Mr, aad tank iNl8t»ittio% 
^et^ vawd tJia- prise /of ^^^«ool dnMi^nc^a taveliititli 
ikat of ailk ;\Wlbcfa, togaclifr«rkb«bo4oitb oF'a»4uj!. 
imputner^ '4aro or three y^nrs aftolwaids, deeidad 
the fiite of that conoem. 73i9 carppt uiaMofiMbiiit 
|iaa l^ttn pavtial^ carried att^p ta 4n» p^^Ment fan* 
ad, l?Ha9e ake two housoftMia the djfeag tfOiie^iilM 
da^a good dool'Of basiiiaM.' . 
i The Imle. naaafiuitQffe miB $^ littenapied' ib xkm 
HNMi, a^d adtb/ i^pfirentMcOeM, fo« a^tambar' af 
jean, bait, iarHiaately for die icm^- ^hiqpo» it gaac 
way. HiewiM ; as ^ tra|lui|g eiiterprne anS^eapfCal 
-af a aoBall place ave-nosl Hbaly to sacoasd ^riltaidi'. 
retted !ta,oiiia bnafSb >oC trade. 
' The trade at ^r^siiir carried pti iai Jlfeddcr^etia^ 
^ttsytobi^yv in tk|e matiufiiotvtie nof thotffi; eam^ 
^t{iB,Uaidfiotsjh«u, ianoalkR)riun»4aiiI^t( 
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f^lmBisessi wkioblMtt liesD/JMMDes8fo%ccMidiict0ft 
laff, the isitie fimdlyy fteat nfstacfy a' huncked. yeam^^*^ 
PC"^ iNufvoPM^af : the M«Bsri. 'Bioksofld 
aie.kiio«ti rover the islaad. The healtfaihets /vnct 
vmeiaf laf ithek' treea and pliuatt^: togethtr irilE^an es^ 
*teimi«^ adectibiiof J8eed«)^e^>riiB^iusi wdL as iiidig8iioii% 
haVeaofvirod finr^iareompai^jr^Kiimi^ xndaaesft 
fent id butsioeas, >«perhiqps iine^alied ia^he-'tvade^F^ 
^ ;cniMdeiah|e namher of gardeners asd khoiirexB ura 
eonslantly employed in^thie •fiim^ies'here ; I and. from 
(h^ Dumbet^f yoiing mim frho.are iffulady .hiedia 
ibe^gaT^enisg 4iii&.hy. the Messrs.. I)HdBBe&,Ju» 
House is enabled and Jias Jong bekntinithepraetioe 
of suj^Iying nobjemea land gcsitleoie& yiikk gfurdeoera^ 
who are qualified not only jfor the ofioe of ^laptin^ 
but to siiperiateiid ^&xy d^pairtm^ut of <^bi^d of 
l^rden busineiss. ' : r. ; 

. j tthe ibang ot* ivhip^makiiig trad^ Jbiw heea^ailie^ 
^ iu tb^t ikown for a copsidenible: peri^^ jB»d;i?|)lwc 
ost^jisiv^^ ;The,^a^HfaistH«e<of€o#rs^ cloths' 1^ 
blankets ba^ bten a, business* alao.for a grea(;:iHmbov 
oty^ears, ^t JUtle. liMi al; €i«t bean done 'iQ^:eitj|er .^ 
these Im&i tegroni frhafe was ooasiuited m.^ the toim 
opd.ais.vioinity* Qf Mte» bo9ie0res^ tbe.ni^Mfs^^Jbr 
o{ blankets has been rapidly increasing, several cam- 
pion jes being lit this time engaged in the trade. The 
^apufactore pt hats was bd^n here forty yeal^ agd^. 
4ni<} a number i>fhaii4ftW^ empj^pyedin it Ibraoji^^ 
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•iSiae. IJiifcrtunalgly the iprfiiadttals. who k 
Aw tiade lU that period wc«B.uxuicquaiiU)ed widiil 
ihi'wylvf ii» •nd.otherwiy nofc wqU calculated to eBtiH> 
blieh ahusJUftw that was n^ew and-uidtiiew^ in die 
place* The anticipated rai^t J^Uowedf: 4he jteade 
lii^eied Jnr /a lew jears, aiid died. The ;hat x^^sas^ 
^ture was leyived lately by two of the Socie^ qf 
'7xteiids,;of which teUgtous ■ leet there 4ure. seyeral jq 
ihetowB, and.the trade is-at j[Reient inm thrivii|g 
•tale. ^ThcieeommeBcemeiitcf this tbusiness ig af:. 
teaded'xwith :vei7 &toourable eireumstances.. The 
Hmts. \^iUKm have regularly learned the tfade^s^ 
and ave oomjpeumt to .every operation in it 4 with an 
evident aptness; for hysiness; whieht joined to the 
enterpnie and .perseverance, eharacteristie oR |he so^ 
eiety to which they belong sore qualities mtvadiiig 
pursuits that u9ttally<eomnia|idauooess« t 
. The butcher bunaess 'has been incnasing ^ 
{lawiek fiir a.number<«if years.past, and, as has aL 
ready beeftmotieedyis^nqnrbeeoiiie nther^animportanrt 
braBrtsh of tsade« little ^noie than thir^ years ag9 
this business ^was to trifling, ..that beef wiis sdido«» 
keen itf the inatket from Jaauavy te Sqptember^ ssmI 
th^^emand for-and supply^of other sorts of bmci|(er« 
meat was pSQporticMBidlyscanlj. Feoplji^ia d|oaedqra« 
either fitm taste or aaeessi^ found iteAveniebt ^ 



* Since the;aboTe psngn^fi was written, the Messrs. Wibon 
&vfe removed *fiR)m.Uii8p!ace, andconunenosd buiinin in Xtiti- 
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Uk4ifii Htimblerv fiure. ' For a nuihber< of jearo past^ 
boi^ver, itris ho wajr extraordinary to obserre in tbis^ 
to^mf Anom :the: month' of.' September to IFebruarjr^ 
from ten to twenty &t beeves slaughtered and expc^d- 
ib ialei #eeUj^'; ^ile thronghodt iha^eason, h^y 
«autiN>ii4p[>rk,tmd'vieaI^.of the best quality, are ia fad' 
Jbad in/ abundance^. and' of latei, even hmb nearly all ^ 
^ jre&r. TJie trade m pork has becoine extennv^* 
Jiere^. tOi London,. Liverpool^ &c.. and the' bre^rH' 
«f swine^for thirty iniIes-r6imd,ocmvert their bristled. 
Btcx^ into/cakh at Hawidc^ Oiier^ butcher idcliMis^ 
supposed to db' moie business in thiHine^thi^ ^yi^ 
iildivtdualibefwecfr'BdiDbttrghrandYoil^. . ; » 
' ' The Iamb->wooI stocking mainufac tore of ' Hawick^ ^ 
to whidi evei^ bvsin^s heieia W sudb(»dii|at9, was bea 
^tm ^£otrt fifty yeios 'ag(^£yrotie'oPtlteiina^traM!^ of 
the town, tb» lateMn.Jblm ftaidlc^-mifercbaht.^ 
SaiKe Har£e was a^nmn >of qvA^. talents, and of a' 
4edSded mind ;. and 'had been oftenier r^is^d to :the ' 
magistracy^ of r'thebiirgh than atiy 'ittaa of his' day^. 
^or any other persoorw^olias sime.been4tt^«l^ofBce! 
^humUer.'of eunous anecdotes aik tdU^ thir^«ntie^ 
mati^ whiebaGre]TCHiuth^nti«$a«64ittd Wtt^of t)«^ 
kre lioowiito^ or wer^i^itiiefiSMgd by gertoiiSJ^hl) ai»yet : 
ulive. . ^e BaxTie ha«( beek in heA h«akh ette ^i 
3on,:aiid vas ordered urthi^ «eB^%athmg..by^ Ins sxiiL 
geoBvWho told.him the^ jie 'wa« to ibdce ^en oar* twelve'' , 
biathesl TI1& busy citaen tot offear^j^oti tlie« Mom • 
day morning ii^: Berivtck. - Ofirthe Thuiiiday lok- 
lowing the. Boetov^ was astoniiSied.: dtt. seeing, ift|i^ 
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tS6 UMOKTOVlSAmUtKi': 

BaiKd m his shop bii the maflteuAiy as usuak 1^7 
were friends, and possessed some constittitibnal affini* 
ties, wbi<3i impelled them at. times.' t»thmw out an 
oath at mj man, fredy, rather than they would ha^e 
put an artifiotal face on, and either of them hesi^ 
tated less, iii using freedom with ibe name of- his 
Satanic Majesty than in tampering with the^repvh. 
tation of their neighbour. *^ What the ' d— 1^ Sff ,* 
exdaimedx. the Doctor,.' *^did I not' of&n you to 
talce. ten ibr/twelve bathes ?7^-^*^*-And did ye imagine^ 
Doctor, that I *was to stay in Becwiek ten. brftwal 
dayisP-i-r^ye loen'dbal'was impossible.'* " Why the 
d-^1, did you ask my^ advice then,*** return^ th(B 
ai^ry, surgeon,? '" li wquUI npt give ai d—n for 
at man odjoxm defiMptioiK^ ^^ W£a.t tbe*d-^lis 
all your noise about ?^ rejoined the half-crusty Bailie, 
5< I'll do asl plea^e.^ . <* You nay.db and be d-^-dt !^ 
' cried, the JSscu}apian».and wheeled about taJfeajns tlte 
sbop.^ '( Stop 1 stop ! * for Gdd'&r sake stop man' P^^ 
«^dtbe.D<|cU>r'a.pati^t,./«'and I'lliell ^ a' about it. 
¥e ken,wecl,.. thitif I.had stayed ten or..twa| days 
fiao.my bid/imess,. P.might hae^ stayed a' ^tliegeth^, 
but ye!se.hcar-r->I^t tot Berwick on Monday afrer- 
ncK)i»# and wiis upca wed on Teisdaymoming ; so I 
luik ih^e^ bathea afore.breakfast tiB»e....^h6 Ddetor 
Jbit his lip)..,.an.d. I had other ^i^f^.in the^ finreD|piiv 
that. was six, an4 I didtia gang near tlie,waler.aifiier 
dinner^tiine«...(the Dbctor star^ at^the. Bailie, and 
ah«qk his head) ^,.pA the Wadenaday I gf^J^r 
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tw]il-**axBi What do y%thfiiL. o^'that my M^P'^^mb ' 
.tbint no- ftllbwiBg yettr< dir^ioDS P . And faefe I ash ^ 
.as freskas a leek again in myain' shop,. and I 1w^ 
Jicve as sound: as- a'lbeU.^^ ** By O— d/yotfuiay 
Jive in a snov^ ^ea^ next ; - or -pa88'<thrdugl> a.^^ ^ 
Jornasar said tbe.D<>ctory and Wali£6«^ • i*^ 

A h%giaifird$maUSimfea6w wair in the tbvm i^Ml^ - 
iagf^r^une*. . Ho had got into the B^iKeVkifcblSi) 
and was pMtittng hi| imposttdons on stlW> ifeirvaiA t , 
iprb. He affected to te' diniA, . tumedr bis' eyei u^ .« 
fike aj^ifed^«»^^aiid*tFijbh1'yari6tfs sotts ofn^ifti^ii^ 
ly^h^was fleeomg Ms auditnee 6f their ha^peneci^-^ • 
iTbe tmigiiJnagistn^ ^'ncr finth in wit^sbeiy, and ! 
iilivingidbsenfed^iie old jnj^I^at^is wpyk^ h(«d ealk 
«ed two.o£ the town offioers'to'he in readiMss^ fthbuM i 
ixiattefs' tom-ont as- he suspeotied. . While the lini 
inne«tdbr Fas4evyniig. his oontrihutions in the kiti> 
tehen,:ike.bai}pe was givmg the ne^efts^fy ord^.to hi* 
iiffieevs, and haniig anned himself with \ stidi, atti 
4aken asaiaU qnantttjrbf giin-pow^ in his hand, he - 
pyo c te d o d, Jfrith a lighted^candfiS^.tp where the i^^e^ 
jvaa ipaa pnfiinning his trieks.^ \i wss akMnt'dsv^ . 
when thecbaSie'TOade bis stick ^«tf cfti«tiie«h«iBdderft 
of theiiiqmMr, ^t the same tinieifakt thefpanpawdif 
ifioannaM the apartment. The women MMa^ieii^ 
and the tfumi vagabond roared ont^ A^ murd^^ muTH 
der r '' Carry the scom^dr^) to ^e prison, 'Tiidin > 
atad puthinr in iIm no0ki,'';aiid.the bailito. O ! iW 
ChMi's sake^"* ^ied the h^tff^iSed. inOpo^tor, '« kr . 
xoeitway^ ^i?, letine-nwayP- >*(Jatrr the tifiMi 
^ " a 8 . '' 
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ofl^'^-em^mwd thifafteittTe fi^igiitrat% '^«iirf^:jmkfc 
,be dnunm^ out of the town it»4noiTow, i» a l<dMB 
.to'spaieioen.? Tbe i4&oer»did thehi^^^imdit wbs 
^eunront in tbo/town for itiimy yoan tkat Bailie Has- 
die^€«ii]4'iiMike>lbQ diiipb speak, Oil oncoeoacMD^ 
liiis shrewd and intce^il public AiBCtaqsiaiy hadavdi& 
fioiika^dhator^otti^cbtyjfcopecGHciB;- Not^^l^ years 
|i|[0»^at-|;b^ aniHial festiiial of the GtitniaMifidU^g, the 
rGoniet of the^day tj^ought proper Jfeo. make lather « 
]||ii;()ovi^ aii4 unusual 9dec(im of.hia.eo«ipany« .^idl 
ga^e great olS^Boe to aJaige. poniqn/rf^the. iidiabb^ 
UQtSr. Ai th^ C Anunonridiiig dayappmuobed^ the 
5tt4lP9Plent ii|Cfeased>:aiid:ak<poRt^of the yoiiBg *jaiaa 
jtt,tllentto^ had dM^|99Q-«^0n»^ of th«k 
.iMEbooje^bawi^ d^gp^w^^to jnuiter^^iusopponUion to 
.Ae 8^iicU^#4lM»rthai had'bteiBi^ appoinied by the 
jiii^iiliiat^ aiut eoumil^^ .^ the jamming of tha &s«- 
ut^ the rival pw^Ues: weio^>' gfep a riffg tb-jeidc^' the 
barcbM ofihebinqg}!) a^ seri* 

4M{a%fl9Y4ii^ dkbvder.HBi^ :n€^ mi^^t ho the^oonae^ 
jqamc^^: lli^^twD catalcadea ^q^^sMebed ,Ao. West 
Por^iie{Wa4ely,;:b)r id^ tM MeeUiwhiA lead to it(^ 
aand OB thc^ieads of iho eppoaing^dmaiete atainrkig at 
tiik tfanof .i^m,. ihef j^^ 
# by a Map^QlaUe jiod^ o^ljbft eil^sai)M>n^waMM^ 
l^vdiq^it. It ^waa Jmdeartood to be^L^tfae intention 
>r tbe individnalo'^rho, eompoaed tkie pai^. in oppon* 
ti^p to the legttlfii^ ewTet to paai the«^JMiit h^so 
kmi «nd to keep hi^ anA^His^^etaiipanir l^iiod.diMa 
JlS tCfe mtteh to the eaneDRm. ISiis .hiring, kAJ»wii» 
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^Bailie HStfrdk, ivW^wi at ikai me fiisl maf^miMw^ 
dxenr; his horse across ihe Porti and spoke to the wuk 
uii|de;tiii£iUaw;-^^*I haye;;i«aa0ii tal^etfi^ .Iadff»^» 
thaii^a^e efyou intend niisijbi^CihiK daj^;, and X ami. 
:Sai^[}llpi^^t-^^t Ivmust^tdl;Qu, .that Ijam.h^ to 
f^oUfil^ ikl^fmcf^ttni ehwraeler of tbe^towiii ^aiid the 
fi|;St man^^Mttanopla^tQfpMis me hefi^..ihe*coroet^ . 
>j^tlie^-<^.tbatinad^iiie»J will make an-e^tinnpk 
i^jf^himr Tlie^ eoiaeVand.hisccoRp^ny 'advanced^ ^ 
aod^baadi^r^pax^^iii an instaftt \fere aka in auv 
; ti<>n, ^ea ome of ihe lMtqr> pn a st(<H|g eart hprscs .. 
.sftvupg forwacdtasbow hi^^ftUowers tbe^wayf but the . 
: dfici^ijife magittrateyvas out-the alert»> and with aiii oali^ 
.•enalick fell^ himta the^gsai^d; ;i!hiGh iaiide his ; 
•,pficty:vheft]^te9 .while the-feoniet.and his company 
/ .inaj^cbed uiilo^I^^d to tha mamt ;, N« further intei* 
.ruptioik.was«.AUempted». and the-, festival jp^syed ip 
.comp^iatisw e^joyjoaei^t aiid peace. ^ Tbe^magi^iHt^ 
b4Ya$i)0( ^ilK^e diat.pcs'iod been called oi>^Jt6^ex|srci«^ 
.4heir-'attthoriit7 at the ComnixuiriLdiY^, from ihe-fool- 
,ishne#s>0f {meNW^^^Uw of ady ^ucceedii^.cojmet.. . 
^. Thft Si^kJ4|g Trade, .asriias be^.dlis^vad,..W4B 
^eojcapiaaced m >. Hawick . about fifty . yeara . agp^; Jbgr 
iBaiUacHiUdi^ lADd thie..talait$: askdindustry of the>in- 
^vichiaLjvbo. first iajbro^ucfd it seem to have.descend- 
'iMl to biasAc^e^sors ^i.the trade. ^ Theatockui|p&.thi^ 
rwe]:e.firei.^ilii|iOU&«tiu^d here IWi^apf the lioeDLaoid 
worsted sorts, and the demand for these articles ^Mig 
very limited id- this, part of. the country.-— Linen or : 
worsted hate being, jaat yc^ wiJWapted to noj^em 
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-the IcHRev-e^trMhilieA^arekSO'W^ll'dcAsnda^i^ 
iiaptemonsMM w^ atmoiqihefe.. The-^MIkiiiJg 6f^ 

47V yMifs ago, aiul thie uisMfiMrtas^ cCimkAm yarn bjr 
'iBMbikiAvjr) ;aboiit the samftitifBjB^ WiilM. t^€» li^t'^ 

«oilddeviibt[^>:|nfid aiitbis f^Mod giiise eipi^bjaiicMt tb^ 

iibdoi one iii^iof the {MpuIatioii;o£ liie t«vm..aiid! 

Aei|^bottrhood9.beiideB«a.iMiaBi^ vafaaDii^': 

'afv ito a4joiiiiQg matkelktaw^ aoAviHligaor^ Edrti^ 

:ftw'7«ara f aa^ , U^stoafciiig^'^iaida^ 

^10 haveiiba8ikiiici<eaiafg.{inr tEteq^aeof jildiiMfgh^advMl > 

iodffMhiak &jav#:lalaly ^mbiflttd^i^ 

aatabluAMd hauiestora. hilliin. beeib^ laM buti- 

neaft «baii>^fea»ierL]rv. The stagaalMlMri loai* exfi^^ 

rieneed iD/eyeryt^i^ |M^uk''thto«^^ tlife .aiii^. 

bjr tba<wiwlW^anttAu:ttHa:o£|)Sii^ 
, acgjwaierufiinftbersof ^^KoricinidRt ane^ii^pi bfj ^dibaieM 
<li(a:ekiluttiilMeyylat^yrfaittd rii ^^m^^ment to^ €mp|dy^ . 

die-tiidft^v.i)oa ooiifliile«^ atata,. 

*0img*$i^iiifi9^^^ valiiiw jitiii'ttiidiitfeaod 

^saii^ m aa;arj>j|i^.oC bto^ .oCt]i».attiafitiiw of 
ff»flte, iM9t \ e^ui^ . be jiawa^w -^La^ciauitiy wlliah 



/ VlaaMOtift csrpeta^A' 
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Wes its prosperity tod* greatness to a vevy diflferexii 
state o£ things. ^ liner legislators <if the. kingdem 
^CMiU |a^baUy be better emphfjedverot they to torn 
*tlbir'«leiition'ta.this ibipontaiit subjeof:, rather thatt 
trndw^'iiefiAoratioii of a^few peerages, (althsttgh a po^ 
palaiF iReasiiretcecrfthyy)^ or «o ihe hmlUnqot £n^ 
lishibhur&ev which the* ^signsiofdit*tiittes^ show 
aredesriiied.atnoij*enio4epdr&xly to beusehss. The 
'JElica«(hkUect0re». are likely ;* t» be olixnorcbienefit^o 
•the eovntryrin^e opiaion o£*soiiietmesH.thuDt.a theiu> 
saiid addmonal c^urehes^ 'and^^society dbsot toieoeiirje 
more t^efiil instruction fiom 'th&lah6urs>o£iiieh^ in'eii 
' as SmifK, Btcardo, and: MaecttUteh, than all the b^ 
neficed, dergyinen aF Bnglajvd ha^re: afforded to man- 
kind sisce-tUb diyr of'^&siws $fflMlb^^ : ^ iiiid the 
ebancellioir of the E^sche^uer^bSbnged ^ u^the united 
assoctateicHttreh, befouje^t^to-hayeiaken apiibUe ra^ 
biike on dia eutty. ^oofi . fios^ cpunienandiiig sueh a 
scandalons job a&>that«i¥hidb thof^biabopii and old m^ 
men alnteit court lately "for^sdiuifoii^ita/' - 
. llker falling o&thM bas tiikan pkcse in t&^ftfte 
Ju txada. isftfdbnbtksa one ioC^lietfalessings'ctmfetiied npb* 
on the natio&L thrctegh *' dieJattab eyeot&il.slriig^^ 
aided -hy its^httmane 'anKiiBury< th«u ofyhnftaarai- * A 
twenty yeaiv^ etpdnditnie^Uoodtuid ^iknde,^]SB 
that of liie latis war, -was- infiittihly^ ti k\^at*ended 
'with no oidixiary cin8Beyi«hces,^.and eTery'flntfir€iBl»in 
the country has felt, ^or seems destined to fed, thete- 
cessary effects of that tremendous contest. And finr 
what were thci mixed achievements of Dunkirk and 
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JBSf mhxtknr OF hawicx' 

Timitdgar undertaken? For what nme the fistrimnMif 
fToidoa and Waleheren 'sufferad ? ,For what were the 
mietnies of Alexandria and WateiM, won fr Wfayv. 
m cheek the prevalence of prindplei that aie ai^deat 
aadueeful in nature as. the sun, and must becomo 
aa universal as his rajrs-^-Wby, ta< eontinus oq!: 
the Continent for. a few years los^rthe &na&c ab- 
cnrditiea aBd.nusfule.o£ the dark ages^ and to^conti^'- 
Bue a state of things outfof vrfiieh an unholy league 
af crowned sconndwilaiias arisen^.whase tyrann3Mhtiga^ 
tens' to be aS':eKten8i!ve''aiid more dcatestabia tEm^aC, 
4»f Napoleon^: The eon^ederaey o£ the comiiiental^; 
^iveseigbs to*mtcwupt die progreslB of MQietyyand; 
aonsohdatetbe slavevy^of mabkindy is likely, hbWe- 
wry to*bauoe-the^^BddshjGavenraMB^^ akerlits pa^ 
lidy, . and change,* ^iSti. A dontest 4s esrideiitly ^ap^ 
psoaehihgr. SoieiKse.>and<- otvilnBatitti shall sftuster^ 
«heir fofoea i«gaiihit a> iskpmit&r a^mpt'tatieontiimit - 
-dm 'doininiott o&. igp^abee and despotjsn.. '-And. 
wfaeu this^<^.shalctng:d(f thenaiSons''' shall, take ^aee^^ 
she intcUtgeBfle^ and interests otffi^ people nf Girea^ 
'Britain wiU>have left nofifahnee to our ntbis: on which: 
side to-anlq^l^theittselvAsiftm straggle idk^ 
iiaps^ may.'bec tbeila«t;in wfaieh ihift Grbv^ov^ oF.SW- 
'i^g^shali be. pernliited to.embiBrii for centuries^, sk-. 
icaaon: and hmrmji^' ieamxiestmed, to, ^-extort thj& 
w«dilb»> tvunebcon from the pimy hands of princes,'^ 
•arfao has^lifitbealo nMdeitk.tajr^of the-p^aceiaad haph 
pinessof tbeiworidi. •-'•^^ * v 
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1CHAPTER XXVI. 

•hum the dtsMflBithat was w genaaUyfelt^hnm^l 
out tbeixnmttjr of late yacrsy fifom thedq^vetaum cli 
trade, the ylv<x>Ikii mannfiietUTe of Havidc did »ft; 
riei!UifpLd^\.bixMb^^ tnidekad>itar 

shave of the general cahmiitf^ the q^biniiig.of yanr/ 
'cgntimued til incrieasa. Large quaatitieB. of wooUeB^ 
yam ate now >fhaiittfiEUSttir^ here, and seat to diffnrent: 
paits pf the oountfy,. pariiieipany m Lausester and: 
-Derbyshue';.and, wliat is aJilriesiiigidav, the;]&ii»^ 
gliah hositos wha.h^gp;liieb yam.m^ilawifty make-it^ 
•into stpflldqfh sehd4he8e:lMiak taSeodandi and aell ^ 
Uwm even m this, town .a^ a Wer rate than thef 
hosievsr.herd >c«iitdo^ althou^ theiLflra)|»ter goods i 
have jto kwrelan.the shape of y^maadhose-upwaidax 
offivehandfed miles. This is »oeau »ted for iitseyanA; 
mvf^ :.^^ Ldeester stoddnigs are»>in gaaend^ said^^Jar. 
be infmorito tl^^se made m HawklL, as wdl in.qu»«^ 
li^iM . vkMxmbisi4» the weaatry^ beipg a U^ter s»#t 
tide^ .^^ not sadasely knitted^ nag are thqr sh s p eiy 
<Mr£nMMd in sndi a tradesmanJihe minmer. Tlj«^ 
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wages paid by the Leicester hosiers to the workmen, 
are lower than the wages paid in HaWick, aikl this 
.operates materially^^gainst the Scotch manufacturer, 
^en k^is understood,^ that the^WEgesjpaid £iriMiiu- 
^fictttiing a pair\)f stockings form nearly hatf the 
;prioe at'wbich the ^article is sdld. When trade was 
i-vo had in Efighmd, two or three years ago, an an* 
*-omaly in political economy made its appearance, 
which probably had^neverbeenB^^utibd of either by 
'Smith, Ricardo, M^CuIloch, or Brougham, nalnely, 
pajring a proportion of -die^-wages of wofkm^ fAom. 
flie pder-oHttes. Against thi^ wivel^ibsul^drcy, :whidi - 
threatens :to destrdjr* the t^i^ impuisies •' that prinhpt 
men ' to inidaitiyv as well «s t'to'-sap tfae fonhdations: 
iritic^ .suppwt tfaei«tttipml supericraotnre 'df general: 
trade, fthe> stocking inapufafcturers ^of Itawidc :hiKl, > 
and . pofhaipa have y^t to ' bear up ; for . 'while fkhe : 
hkoeiera. hece.mre-.paying at.t}i&rate o£86.-iSsi» 168.' 
and 'SfkL of wagesi for « givisb:q«antiiy > ofoimfk, lbe> 
fapsiBrs oCXieicester were ^fs^ng a<third:ii!iioi uhb 
oifttfaeeiv qBtthe pbDr>fasfving%nga^ tofmake^w^ ibe 
defieienoy. iothe'^woi-kmeii. r ^hians^ateiremManee* 
ctftaiiilyrnewin tnuie,. aanlffike ^^MOBm^^otihrnsfw*' 
iurae- in^tfae animal woild,^iiitj»i'blK but shorttli^td:^^' 
The landed^ewtkmenin fin^and, who Mi!;<}MMKt > 
asserts, aire vet gifted ^h' the is^eotid> ^is^lit,: <aU 
though there aa bi^ ^authority "for its. eatistcoBe in 
tbe:Heb]gdes), bisgin'toaaspect di^ve is isanediii^' 
i#Dag ' in such jm. umvUnfal ataie oF^ natter^ aopae* : 
'thing not^nnlike wfate-is vsnaiy tenned a Iwutmixk > 
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.the gratfs, to/fhat.the disi^niupuai^ce' of this xni$* 
.chieYous arrangement may be calculated upon yfith 



Xb(^ nianu&qture of lamb^wool liose m thiscouij- 
-Iry iif principally earned -on in Leic^ter and Hawick, 
(v^nd in the; latt^i? .place, where the.tntde may Jbe said 
; to hay^e originated, it ii^ again extending. Notwith- 
,-stanj^i|g an uv^ertimate breach which took place be- 
tween the masters and workmen Tespecting the fall of 
. iJF^ges, and which lasted for a considerable time^ > tbe 
^causes of dispute now s^m in a great measure to h%ye 
..given wagr.. Tlfe jfaH of wages is one ^f the most 1^ 
. mentable occurrences in 4:fade,, and although it ^^a 
;C2(lamity that seems at times irresistiUe, k appeapi 
. alniost:imp(^ible for workmen ever to spe its neces- 
: sity. And how should th^y4^ their wages are th^ 
property, and they naturally conceive the^ have a 
•ri^t to hold them. . The plea of masters for reduc- 
ing wages is derived froi^i a similar principle, and ^f 
equal force perhaps, in general, but the argument <p 
their side not being so near the surface of the ques- 
tion are not so a[g>arent, hence the communis ought 
in such, circumstances to be slow in attaching blame 
either to masters or workmen, and should rather ^t- 
tenq[>t to mediate between the parties, in so far. as ad- 
vice or. informatipn jare Uk^y to be useful. ,Motre 
mig^ be said on this subject, had the temper of the 
partes in. this place sufficiently acquired its natural 
equilibrium, but like maiiy other contests.among.i^^, 
where their interests are supposed, to chish, irrlti^ii^n 
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tales the place of sober cliaeusnoi»$ and tQltte-MSt^^ 
'ment that is thus generated subside, perhUpiany d^ 
serrationt on the principle whidi is involved* in ^ 
dispute had better be widiheld. It is paitfftl to ne- 
' fleet that while workmen tire, as it vere» 1bgb$i»^%r 
wages, ivhich in many laaes^ire bardy neeeMujr to 
prolong their existence, the statute-book contains l&ws 
calculated to raise the price of bread to what has bedi 
appropriately termed " the famine level." 

The woollen trade of this town has upon the whole 
been satisfactorily progressive. For some lame pa#t, 
considerable quantities df stocJtings have been, ami 
are padked for the London and Irish markets, and oe- 
casionaUy 1m America. The Leicester stoekings^ it 
is understood, have of late been preferred in the Loii- 
'don market on account of their cheapness, . but jthis 
powerful recommextdation in favour of the Englidx 
hose cannof well be permanrait. The stoektng^tiade 
of Hawick is placed in the^oentre of an extennve.dis- 
trict, where the raw material is aAmndaBt as well as 
' peculiarly adapted for the manufiicture either of ordi- 
nary or superior fab$e, some i^ the first parcels ^ wodi 
which the country produces for die making of stodc- 
ings being raised in the neighbourhood of the town^ 
'so that the hosiers here, in eonsequenoe of their prox- 
iinity to the wool-growers, are not cmly enabled to 
pick and choose^ but have the wool liad down at their 
warehouses carriage-free, without adulteration^ or rii^ 
'*I1lese are no trifling advantages, and when an equal ~ 
'share of mdustiy and ebterpriseiB allbwed to the xna-. 
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jkj^attArlffBoi thh fl«€e And tWr«9ili9ioliV>fe9; 9 ^m^ i 
tiiiu4tion of bucces* iii trade to the former does npV; 
9^xb. any wajf problematicdt 

. The imsrease that has iaheq place m tbf maim&e^i 
twb of :weoIknr jparn wid^iit^ these few jreais hm hoMr 
Yumiterffipteid^ .if. oot. rapid. ' At this time theve aid*: 
eight wateri-iniAa eonstiioJtitjir evipkjped iw the tmd^y'. 
ivhfcb go mand Say and night throughout the year^. 
Sondaya exeepted^ and yfhick contmUftrnPf^fidlseU* 
of tQadbiniefi, that thtqn off a^anbtty of yam aoniial*^ 
^y*^ eqiaalto the consumptioo of batmen, fov^*. and fif-*. 
tj" thoiMimd atones of wootr mostly al\ t}( tkar ^rhite or; 
mimearaiisoirtff..' The- fiuxners in. tbia pait of linri 
eouhtrjr'iire b^uwin^ fe^ hava dovbta.is^pecting itbe^ 
smfaacoq; dt abe^» seeing; that, the ^aluei^ai wool iu^ 
iha aa sm a t' states oodipaiMad #ii^ tavf ar iaid w^ol^lia^ 
at present jtearly aar twenty abittUig^ la (fen in ^Mfi 
vnxktt, ■' It/wduU appear from these; pneinwes^ tlfat 
t^e avtbor of <* Tasry wao'^is best ofa^^had be«a de^i 
nied the aecond sight,/ a« wella^ the landhoUeirs. q&' 
SSngland: However these things ma j be» the &a^i 
menpasa abandcmkig'^the tarry prop^nties bf theik 
&thers; and deaxmtg'v^ a moire sijon-pie and cleanlyi 
nsode of rearing aiid n&anaging stock. T&ere.is «ia 
did. si^iiag, ^^et 6-^^s leather to €r^-^^s neather,- 
and Btenie:bea(itifiiiry observes that ^^God t^snaper* 
the wind to the shorn lamb.'*^ ' These jconiuderationa^ 
ttiitt^ to the tempting dii&renae of price beiwaen thai: 
white and smeared wools, must operate' on» a ealeidkt^ 
iBgtfaxmer, and seem ahout to change thje !v4ii}|e acft^ 
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nomy bfrthe wool country/ The Iksliton and liabits" 
of tJleFage, too,tend greatly to diminish thegrowtH^* 
tarry wool. The bluriked blue or- hoddin grtty, whi^ » 
the .outer garments of our forefathers displayed, 
wiauld not be ^ suitable an aceonapaniinenl^ to Ae^ 
meohanical waistSy flowing surtouts, and diters 6o-> 
\owkA inea!pres8tble8 in which our modem dandies j 
stirut wttb ftUch perpendicularity i|nd show. Alasf^' 
*vOid tin^eB are changed, old manners gone^V^There - 
iaaomothing e^ally filthy and unnatural in bespat- ^ 
tering bei(utiful sheep with abominable tar^ nor is it> 
easy.' to account f^r the introduotion of^such a practice,.- 
8edmg>how. comfortably these ^^inhabitants of the- 
mountains'^ bave^ been cIoth«id by; naUue.^ .The isr- 
jury done to.tjbe*wooli]^ustb(^.e^ident^ while that the^ 
animal con receive any benefit from the process oSk 
amearingif daily becoming. naore4lout>tfuL { ! 

The y aim trade of Hawick ba^another^iidvantage*: 
besides being situated in the midst of an extensive* 
^weoV district, in the.facility /vuth which water-fttlac 
may be^had in the town and the immediate wcinity^l 
^though ieir a few year^ some of these were not com^ 
aiabley> owing to a whim of the huoDuke of Bdc^ 
cleucfa. . His Grace seemed to have forgotten that t&ec 
manufacturers and their workers ;W.ere the principsL 
consumers of the produce of his land. Should the 
present Suke look at niitional affairs throng a ££1: 
ferent medium, and be disposed to grant Teiis UTi^&a 
wat^r-falls on his prc^es ty^ in the vicinity of this tow^, 
he might-make it « princi^Al seat oJT the wooUHi jd£*« 
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«^{||Vlin9 m SeotlanJ; aniLiiliife'h^ would thus pr<M 
vaxiUr ^im prbsfferitjr of tbe pUice, he would atther 
sHtme tittle contribute no Itos diirecttyto the welfanft'ofi' 
His tenantry. The l^itnner Club has seldom had heU 
ftiie dhem a> subjecft ePgneateriixterest than this^ aM 
jpiobably' ooold not do' bettertfaan to^priasenta i 
rial tohi'fr Grraceupon it; as it is by. the wOol 
manutetui^athovff^ aiBd;thirt.dbniey wliiA^ da» 
ensure to. them a steady market^ and.ftdl value fiiftfao* 
artif^ The' other principal proprietor of watar^^fdlf • 
in this, neighboniheiod m Mr Dbo^aa of^ Crnnot^ 
wbose»peopsity oKtending. along the seuth btttik of thff 
Tmet fcw-ai^niibis below* the^toftn, is well adiqptnl 
&r the erection of mSUof powerliil niagnitisdej . Wem^ 
tttiff gentleman to?leam:how essendnHyat niig1il.oea» 
tribute* t04 the manfiushuriag- dnterpriae^^ aiid g«ienlp 
prosperity, of ^' district,, b^y-s^itig or &niing adnne' 
eon|ei».driiisestateyhMi known geherorityandpiifatia 
ipirit a«r gsMwantees that- the» vBtesfidia wonld'oe* 
lang betwitbhdd,. and that^tbe pBtJac're^iired imthl* 
not be exorbitant.. JUt eacampleia ot hand' to Aop 
lk)w much may be done by land^ gentlemen^ whose 
properties^ may lie^on die. banks of even a small river.. 
Mr. Scott of Gala and his fiither,. whose views seem 
po have been equally sound and liberal, Hi|ve raised ^ 
town (j&alashiels) which 4b likely,- at no distant pe^ 
nod, to become the Leeds of Scotland. . The DukQ 
of Bucdeucb and Mr..t>ouglas of Cavers have it int 
ibcir power to fix the woollen manufacture in Haw<^ 
i6kr> uui to promote its extension in. a manner thaic 
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cannot at present be ealcnkted; thus affiirdiii^' ta 
.their tenaiitiy a ready market &r ^very descraption ofi 
,&nii' produce^ as it wene,. at their own doors; while- 
the btmefieial influenoe of sadb a.state.of things wouldl 
be apparent on the face ot. the coufrtry^ 4ind in the'- 
ooinforts and.character of the. populatiooiaacrfiftj^ miles.. 
tFoundl^ - 

; Themainofa^nmi of yam: appears to* be se^urel^ 

established here, and tbenn is erery^^ prospect,. fix>n(k 

. present eircMmstanees of its beeatmng mwe and mbree 

' extensite.'. Hiiheito the spinning of yam. and. the 

nakiBg of stodcings have be^ci castried on. as one coxw 

. oeni, but, should trade^ioontinitetin a tluriving.sUte,' 

. they >are lilcely^.isk a short time,..to be disjmned,. and 

* eaob of. them, 4n ^e true apirit oAhusiness,. conduct 

: ed with the undivided^ attention o£: a separate and 

J distinct tiaden The mann^Gfteturerj. thus freed from 

a mtKture of pursuits^ would have an: indi^duidity o£ 

aim, an unity of trading .eiiterprise in hiamind^thati 

mtfsi' give an increased impetus to hb exertions^ sq 

as to make^ hihi excd«iu«hi» line. . . > 



* Were the laiylc^ners. of Scatland t<x a^r^.tbe fa9iHtief 
wtUiin their power to tl)^ woolleli manufacture now so tlviYin^- 
ly eslabiished in the counUy* it wpuld enhtpce tbe.Talue of 
their property more, iand add mo^e injportantly to the nafiim^ 
interest, than the notaHe project of *u** Joint Stock Wdcd-Stap^ 
ling Company,** that cannoti by powllHlity* caUae ih increaie 
in the ctmaUthptloii, ckf urodl to USt extentiof "*» iiSi^' fio\mi 
^ei^a ' ........ 
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" The^iiiaiiufiieturevs>:aiid^odier tradftravifirthis pliioer 
have ha^ it- in coBtem{&tiM tOriBBtimte a'dub on 
periodical meeting^ibrcoavenaCicmal^assiisemeDtand:: 
nitttttal>itt&nnati6ii>»]t trading andi oollnIl«mAli^af- 
faira:tke utility of such an aaaodation, indeed^' 
seenbs appavetil in a^|oiAi^4Bo:^<qpeBdent*on. trade.**-^ 
Whon the laws and taxation «f thie^ couetcy^bear aok 
havd upon itsf mmufaetitred goods aDd'commerekl exi4. 
terprise^:k bdbo«es those who are more immediatelyi 
eonaeriied tx>^ inform thenis^lves upon thesersiikrliects^i 
by ifationaUy^and temperately enqiiickig'iwhat are ther 
sonad -pfinciples o^ad^' and wiiat the errois in ]ef« 
gtslafion afibcttng these. M&nufaetofera.]in|^kt^tkii» : 
be fblii to duMnotistrnte^.tbat/tbemsel^es .andxtlMirl 
w<frllmen hare: has one interest, and ilnit the eni)fi()j^ 
ers Iffld«it]pl4y«d oft«very description^ «euld«d»well 
to- CfdtiTate-'a good > mideiatandiiigv. ^The goTeiiB4 
ment might thus learn, too, that the affairs of vaic 
^iiiitrjr*c£Miot4)em'a hbaithy«tate, w4ien dieiwork. • 
ing cksseSy who ^mai^nSneteeli-siiientieths^of th6p6pii>? 
latichi ar^ n«ic<nnfortabLy ^ttnattid, either fvOni; the- 
hi|^ pri^ of tlil^necQSsaries of life, ok the Idwoess ^dia « 
wages of-laboav.' -Were^periodioal meetings,j>r iclubi . 
of tVa^ing and cemmeveial me9,.for the'puipose of ' 
. ^e^iring^iafermation in politjcaL^ecoBomy^ prtht? 
pfiAcipl^'0i?^4eade^ to become.general^olheJ^aUtm 
of this ooantty^cooidrnotsrhNig remain ignorant^ef tfae^ 
injurious ^fibetsi of snob statutes^as thetcarn«laar&i:u 
Tlie use&L luiow^l^dg^, that assodataons of. tUs:^, 
mnjputa. iQtts&gfii^rQyte9.wiiuldim;afshorti lube* pei% 
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tide ike laaiil^ ahd.nmtee' the iAvmfkumwmiffon'^ 



* Ap'« wotia tiPiK'ormectM|r wcetiriy of tjteHettaptry 
qf the.up]ierilikiMjof-Boi%afgb«hif^^ liecn:]>f34 
m HMBck, cBkAr Ent^ inarlnrMagr (Thundii^) o« 
wveiy :aQ9atliy«fr]r.nfa%:fifty ]Rta»»».cbioiiiiQ»tfd the? 
Finb».Cfadi^.^K]nck.ik tfce.«Id09tenstitodm»«r ik4' 
kiwi m£«til«Ml^. pexhfip* « the kingdom.,. 'Wm' 
aoeie^.liM nbdbartflr a£ ii|e6fgiviitioD,^eith«r: 6«ia» 
jpatikraitiit >or from tbe isMWB;^ . Itk affiiirs m OG&-f- 
dacMLwiikMittlMi M«i»lanQft or.ixitcrveiil;i«fr eiUeWpt 
wadlikk MMr> oiker. soeiaLlM^m^ »• %w*. Wiiitfsa ngpw 
kUdiia. «K«.ali dnria.foiiiid' neoeswrj to keep ii; 
-dniMngl; jbrnotioBw. Thg>foHi)yiiig:|iMrtj€nliii» le^t- 
htiftt to; thif juttdoialidni vem obligii^; e«mmm»h 
msi 10 tkevautkor, b]r«.2e»pecliibiflr member of :tbo 
*dk<- . , . *.• • • - - 

~.>^l!he Howift Eanner Club \mtm op^ % &fi^ 
Xknisdiiy o^ ev8&|i monlfa^^ membenii diiM^- 

mgethen: /Xfa& ^hkh nrw inatituted.ep l]ie lltlT' 
i^nl,.l!776^b]r Adam Ogilvie^ Esq. Bev.: Jai^ 
MkAioBj, Baihestoa ;, Mx^ tMiii ^Xawrie^ Ilawiijiy. 
KcJam^ Wiieoo,. SutgeoD,. Hawick; -aod:' Mr^ 
WiHfauv TttrnfattiU Burnfooi. . They !9reiie.ver]r}«eei% 
jMeir \q^ fti ttOQBideiable .min^w of. gfmjdemea, alufl: 
fiaineri».aBd tkediibkas ooisujoiited' isver aanee to W 
fespaataUy nUaBi<ni> lie' membeK*. yavjFing ^vtup^ 
.I«tatjf4five tauiMf.^ ;Xkct olgeot of. the inalituftioQ 
waf ^:4bai ia:i£m(viameat of faxming ;! nd^iii fiiithciw 
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ahce of iKis object, they have iat different titnes grrcir^ 
a variety ofpremiuh^, recommended the insti^tion^ 
and fej^nbtion of niai)Lete, and Have al^ been in the* 
p-actice of discussing various questions coniieeted^ 
with agriculture, stockC&Vihing, ahd'Tural polity,* iti* 
generah A Subj€tt has been goneralfy given out dne- 
club day for discuissioir on the next meeting, and i^' 
veriS interesting' questibh» appear on the records oP 
thesocsety. In 1777, the members^ resolved not ta% 
hire- serva&Cs' without a character frohi their forftler^ 
masters, and tooW feteps td^^octtre tlfe -oemcurrMice t)if 
the pulSiic; but though acted.updn fer softie' yearsytfaisV 
laudable pi'iiotice has^long* fatlttn intadisiise; Pre^ 
viop toXTTS, itwodid-appeaji>^.thfttvibenh,wa5JCUx3fSife:^ 
gtdldriDOKlf^marSet in^ Ifaw^ck, folriii Ni»veibber'€Bat> 
year^ the diitif iteuedim'advemsemeiit of the fMo^^' 
ihg.t^ouK*! • \ : . * ; r 

'**^^^ ^i^r^^arker^ih tfienefgtrtkmriioof of Hawiclf^: 
being: desirous of establishing the prac^ee of biift^'- 
&^ sampkft'dfr'i>ln4i to^ itiarkeii have^agreed^ tbat^ 
henWefpr^h ^t^y will^appelEiv^ i^th their samf^ea at 
th^ @#ess of H^wid^; betirixl^the homri^of twelyeaM^ 
one evei^-inarket-day, iiffm th^ rin^Bg of' 1^ if^ 
(or thatpurposey. andHhopetbat millers and: b^era* 
who' wial^tdoni will iiMkVuse of > tha^ o|)portttniity^ 
purchi^iiig;? Tb« fair'^held annually at BiiiB,vdii' 
the ISth fit' Oetoi)ei», ori^nated%it^ tKe- Hawick 
Faftner Clttb^ wMchrprop^sed theaalablifihmentof it 
Id -the ptoprietoroS the gt^itud^ John Riithar&rd, 
Esq: of £dgerstoa^'andr,in'<KmsequfiEioe'^f^t}ie^ttti« . 
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cpuragement hdd out by him, tfaw first fiiir irBi.£«iiEti 
on the 15th October, 1779* when these w«re. %S40^ 
sheep -exposed to sale^ This feb has )Wenof yeKjTr; 
griMt utilftj^ end isjiqiw the most exteasive fiur fi^MB'V 
deaft ores end wedderg, inthesovth of ScethuML.... 
A. market for hiiing hands aii(£herd% ivas also .h]F> 
the lecommendation o[ the^diubi fismed' at IJs^'U^^ 
m the third Thomday of April, 1780, whi<4> p^w^ 
g^esalh^ heU on the first, seopnd, imdrthiid Tburs^ 
days of that piem^^H In 17d$ tb« club piepMedti^f 
die magistrate and: tanvn comcil pi H^vielc the es»r 
^Uishmeut . of a aat^]b try^ m the month of Ot$$hv^ 
l^his also continues to b^ held anB|i8]l)r^ bill bae/kiatf 
tiaen quite so sncesssfiil as was ^iqpiM;!^,-. . i ; v 
; '*Ploi^bing jyia^fs j^ere. Md; ltHh:S0«»e:7«y»yt 
:ilid;p][emn^ns gvran t»* tl|e b^tf p^^lSnifn*. The^ 
first, was heM on the farm of Ashiebank, l$th A^p«$ 
1786, when ten ploughs^ sta^ted^ On tHf^SM ^i*- 
query. ']'787, the second preraiiw wtm gim#d^:by Siif 
Crilben Elliot of Mpto's p)oQ|^map, wbaptoHghe^ 
with two. exen without a^ dfiw. ilnvliSOS.aspfewif^ 
ism of £&t was. givoi for the best M}^ a«d ^ $m 
l^e best qus y, andr nesst yeer odditienel pre^^«i%Q£ 
#3 &r the s^cpnd^ b^ hvH, and ^^ji.lot thQeri^ovA 
lN»t quey, w^e aidfi*. These; pi*emiimn;Weve4mtF 
Gon^DiPd to tl)e member^ of -the elub,.biit eitteiMMr H^ 
all the occttpitfs of land in'the.distrietv and^enero^ 
gulaiiy coi^tinued unifl ISI^,. when tbey appear to 
have been snp^rt^ed bj^ the burger oneegi^ by th« 
^der Agrieultural S^ei#]^ . , .^ . - * 
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^ In IWl, die club kaving severely tek tbe greKt 
'liftrdiihips'SuAtl^iied by fiirmers frbhi the hypothetical 
'mode of estimating their '.profits under the pmpertjr 
vtacx aet, appothted a eotnmittee te odneot the sense tif 
liK <f«rmers4of the county of Soxburgb, respecting 
the mode of estiiniiHng the income of fanniars under 
^he property tux act, and in consequencr of that re* : 
commendation, a general meeting of the farmers 6f 
the '^oimtj was held at Jedburgh, and steps were . 
-taken to tn4ng the subject under the considera- 
tion of 'CrovemmcHt. ' Their exertions to pfocui% 
a repealor alteration <^ the mode of assessment 
were edhtimied for severar years at a considerable 
esqpense, tmtil the final' repeal of this very une- 
qual tax.-^'^The club m 1807 gave a premium df 
twenty guineas &t the best* stallion, for improving 
the breed' of draught hdnies. * 

•^ In Tfliftl the dub, in testimony of their respect 
for Mr. WiOiMn Tumbuil, tenant in Bumfixit, the 
only temainihg 4iriginal niember, requested him to sit 
fioor hri portrait, which now ornaments theclub^roomr 

The advantages that woidd Tesult from An associ- 
ation of the manu&cturers and traders of Hawick, si- 
milar to iiie agKcuItural society just noticed, are. 
equally evident and important. Were two dubs dims 
fiinned in the town, for the purpose of information on 
^e general principles df trade, the mutual benefit df 
the partSei b^g a natural consequence seems no w«y 
'doobtiii}. - Pirbm an /interchange of ideas, useful 
imowkG^ might be obtirined tat subjects of oommon 
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4&tere8t; by -a partial.mkmgfif the dubg./oj^li^opid- 
Jjr;^! the general infonxiation, ;Tlie manu^otui^ffs 
.scad iafmers can hayeino {permanent sfmss&^ifi^jifif^ 
iHty"^ in business except on one . common. <j>]^i]^e, 
, namely, the general we)fare.(tf. the •coi^ipunily.; mr 
lis there any other foundation on ^ which ^s^ndowfieis 
can build their liopes :fith hcxiour-or^s^fety., tbecon^ 
-.laws, as will appear by and bye, beipg as injwciou^ ^ 
j^he coun^rjf, .^s they ata.dishqnoiir^U^ |o4ib^r<j|u« 
.thors. , It, cannot surely be tple^edmucb^Ipni^iii 
,.tl;ie pre^t age, that a?|K>or woriing .man fj^all. Ike 
4»mpelled, fc^. laws af&cting the; price. of 4^om, to^pay 
Awq shillings^nd sixpence or Jtbree shillings a^d ^x- 
^pence fox a.stQne pf.meal^ when hcmjgh^have it fijr 
NQne shilling or. one sbil^Qg and.a^penoe,.. wei^ thece 
,no law ijpon the subj^t.^ The working, classes of so- 
ciety who, from the lowness of wages^are^ notably Co 
^purchase a sufficiency of food j^r theii; £aim)ies^ Wien 
^the necessariesof Jife.are 60 screwed^upin priqa«^a^i(e 
.a right to obme upon the landpwners^for relie£ . To 
«tal^ of the prf]^edted remedies, &rtb^ poor Jawv when 
iiow ^nd then the price of .prpvisionsijs, approaching 
^the fatnine level, appears, to be somewhat wov^e thaii 
,folly^ and to think, of effectually suppr/essi^ m«Eidi- 
.city or pauperism ill such circumstances seems almost 
^like the last effori; of~absurdity<. Jf .the landowners 
^of the country,. t;hr6ugh .the instrumentali^ of ihe 
.^o^laws, pocket mUlions of the pecpI?Ymyaoe]^:it. 
|wou}d ^pear, from eyery law^.of imaop anisB^cme, 
! jl^h^t the^ef^lci' wl^o in indigence .and.> deatitwtjon» 
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frdiA lo# wages, or wmt of employment, are entitled 
to partieifale in the pwipetty of which they had for* 
merly been de^ived^ etUier in the way of relief from 
the parish ftmds, or» which God forbid, by viokting 
the social compact, and retaliating in the manner of 
Rob Roy> It 18 to be hoped the latter alternative 
'will be despiaed by an informed and orderly people, 
and that the oom-laws will be repealed ; while thfi 
preyalence of education and mental im^provement will 
gradually supersede the necessity, or moderate the 
amomit of parish pauper fuads^ 



«» 
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O^ late years the numbsv ofitm^iiig. heggairtlnt 
infested this town was incredible. Liie the Arabs or 
Tartars, these miseraMe beiags travelled is hordes ; 
and some days not fewer than forty or fifty were seev 
levying contributions in regular order, all straag crs ■ 
the poor belonging, to the town being otherwise pro^ 
vided for; and, what is rathef singular, the whole 
of these trading mendicants, a very few exoq^d^ are 
from Ireland, Dumfriesshire, Kirkcudbrightshire, and 
Galloway. The proximity of Hawick to Domfiies^ 
shire, from whicl^ beggars are disembogued annually 
in thousands, is a serious matter, so much so, that 
the rec^tacles for these strollers in diis place have 
been at times so fully crammed, /as to aixrm the 
neighbourhood, and the town-officers have 0GeaflMinal-» 
)y had to drive them from their lodgings at night by 
scores. It is not easy to account for th^ roving dis- 
position and begging propensities of the inhabi* 
tants of the south-western counties ^of Seotland***-. 
irheth^r the evil is generated by the poverty of ihm 
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i»tiiiiar]n--«^e long rabUufaed hibks o£4il» people 
ilie drfoetive admiabtiatson of . the nragHttrntei^^-^tiir 
proxnaitfi of wcetcked li»daodi^*-«r to these causes 
vbMbA^ Tbit jmodtctudeff of. beggmg oinigimitst j»s»e 
fim theoor covatriM^ yettijr^ to. the annojfiMioe ^of 
other plaees. is eertem, mat tneant iii%ht niroiy be 
adopted fiir sbating ^or inodsraitttig, the iUiinsioe«««u 
in: the «iea» wh9e, k mnj he of tMo* tch^re «uch a 
tote ef things p^lieity. 

The mssiibee e£ beggars^ frem^ fiomeparlidies iftmld^ 
9ot he hdii^Ted;. ' A gentleman ol^ Hawiek oaoe aslu 
ed one of these poor •ereatinres, if dM<lihe peopte of 
her panA did not tn^ iit tiraea^? ^^JH&f Sir^"^ was tlM 
Beplfy M.^ Mnikter nemep lmv&&'^'fkmi^^^ V\^ 
Meecpjoii awnj^ili^^wd'die eii%uifev'^'we»b^ 
bad:thBhano«rof:ayMdtfreii»Uni«. W&af«iakeeilh6: 
pooepeopteof ]niinrpbee*so'£mi0(^«trollibg'«bl^ thd^ 
eoumiiT: 'inuiniserj and reg^, it' is>^' unkappjr ^1^ 
waadfri ^ It:i»kp«iir tiade^ Sii^ but' itohai^tf bMfti 
laag used.to it, and it^ no #aiy> to-liel|W< eff auM hiM^ 
bits.?* %¥wif must leave thetn0iBgi«itfjughy«hd>pe<qplA^ 
of thte t<nvn*ham^ encmgh to do in^sUppovting thetlr 
own poorer- 1^ the Zhiasfvies fonk, irhoaM-imwi^r 
Mid imalthierthan 'We ato^ shduid do the eatne.^iy^ 
»aun su y «« bttne^in fiiture^. and a^ply W them.^ 
^^Ali|defkV»Sir|^ it^noft" gond thaf gliiters, andat-ony 
liat^ dRriidrfpftk gteayeleastawa]^ It^ true, a gri^ 
lital^ o^' puir bodies travel fipae our parish, itV an* 
a»U ga P ofur baek, an^I 'doubt ca^a be easy^ meif- 
4it. OSul^ there% ae tlnng^-Siiy. I- nrnun^ tdl jt^ 
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m great deal o* the Irbh ck^ theirtels DuniAies tmk^} 
tiid Gallewsy fbak...it gars us be Ae waur loeked 
ffiU^ V Wlij,thatV partly true,"* said the ckkenyba^ 
eaimiig Jbquaeioiia in hit turn, ^^some cf the Irish peo- 
ide Attempt to pass themsohrei for whatthsy are not^ 
apraotiee lahich i&fdike piafitkiss a^d dishonesty -the 
detecckmofthft fraud being flooasj. The speech of an 
Irish fxmi oc^^woanaa i» as decisive ovideDce of the 
country that gave them biith^ as are the eoloiir and 
ilAtuires . of mi 'A&iean i and the Irish people sre 
muf^lj dl ^9m of thia ;:' besides^:, ikf^^mit learning 
daily, that- their coming fnmi that iLUfiited land ia 
moi^ lik^ljr to (»dl j^Kth die alms oC the diantaUe^ 
ihM my tale that can bo tdd."" ^ ' Deed, ^,'1 iahcy 
•iJiaCs retBL tree, for they say the Irish, aie fiu* wana 
than them they ca^ Hott^tots ^ and that Urn men^ 
an- ifOBBion,. ui^' baiiais,. a^^ sume^ a? live ^k^p M ^ \ 
19 ae hit ffidk It^s a great dbame this,, in a diriatiaiv 
.Ian4 '^"t wondec how Ae king an'* the fouk o^ Lunha 
^9# Ac, things^-*/rhece\ naething o^ tkot khid» 
Goi bo thankiifc, vl Dumfi^es,. or GoUovay, or in, the 
•St^axtry eiUMir<^foc though we^ije puir, wt aye keep 
Mi;-plo(«^ amang human beings^ And, d'jn ken,^: 
.een^ifraed this fomale oviitor,. *< wo^re hatur than we 
lode whj2e8.:..my nnole^s one o^the bailios o? »■ . ■ » 
jiod.Jean M'Finn,. wha ^m doon the rood wf me 
yQ8troen„^ has on undor tbatV proviMBt o\ ■■■■ , an? 
,ii|il4'Pavie Paga0),^at I saw hore the day,;ia as 
.wod-conneekit as ony o^up, for.he has undea, 'and 
nopl]«w8|;ani coasinax, thoi^:miiok](e fyA, an? jemaj^ 
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tian^ peopk.^ *^ And; so mnAv tHe wone^r adaad! 
the remonstrator^—^^ this idle and discredilabb Hfe 
you lead must bevery offensive to^bur.nlafeiotie^aitDi^ 
tBust be as eontrarjr to tketradVice,^ aa it iB.oaotmiyr 
to your own peaee and com&rt; and theiaooneryotu^ 
leav&off beggingv« andltadwta' decent iuduiftrioGUi bab- 
bits tfae b<Btter..- It^s s^ahame fojPavstbut^ideittrviaW^ 
nan like^you. to be atroUk^ about the country «^</i. 
^' 'Deed; Sir,. IbeHeve we'll soon boobltged toalagp; 
at baase, tKete*s sae-littlegaun-now i'*.ouc^fay...a]iV 
it's, veia lilife'tO'be better fi>r us;: foruKUiokle ill anAi 
misery we bai<h hae^'to see^ and> gang tfamqgb^ * 
' The tfadingf kinefaikt beggars are not- an^ignomnl' 
moe,^ butt aw {^QMally elever,^ and^ qualified fi>i^' tha- 
most useful labouf^ or duties ibaoeiety;« Therein at- 
lliis' time ' undoTstood' toi^be only one indmdnid;&om' 
this- toi^ -wiuh IS. li^osPD to he^ iw thac begjgin|f. tmde<. 
Ha is someiaiiera' about fi%-<flv^ ]/teai»<of ^ago^ haa^ 
h^etk in^the line fi»'thirty years, and pevfaapa b eiM^- 
tied to the appeIlatioQ:eanied% BampficU MioK Ca^- 
n^w. Thisvfidlowi pt^tea^ to be .neaa^'^ dsa^ haalaa : 
jn^w-bones^aced round with flannel, and.hiaJicad;ti|«»- 
liiHied- witb an old-hat anddiaadkerehi^sur the -snap*'' 
ner^ofa^Dateh skipper,.orati4>id woman'ofceigbfyAin' 
the last oentury. . Hid is^ofa coac8eM»bual'nialK9,> 
speaks a^mengrel'dialeot of YorkshireraadiSbnldi,. 
and hii geaerid afjieanmeedenotes that he^-ir/^fit^' 
tmason^ stmtagemv end spoil"' Thisimpoiter»»fiein« 
Uii.>o#n apcom^. has.^robbed. the ocwmry of fteuiali 
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huhdi^ pounds in the i^anieter of a iniSitarY reomiH. 
having enlisted into, the, anny and desisted,, in bis 
joungmr days, twentj: or dbirty. titMs^ "Fhefe is not^ 
perhaps, a town. in the kingdom thaft ha-has not kid. 
wider, contribution, nor a character in low life^that a^ 
tfttnest he has not, assumed. • He Utely appealed ia 
htsj native, plbce^ ih the capacity of a preacher;* alt 
kast^be isas bawling aknfti oik t^ streets quotations 
ftom Scr^teure^.. mixed up> with some isbaldry of his. 
Qwn^ in tfae-mannenof smn^ of die ilini^rant prosijiefs 
of the^dajTs Althou^ tbe-tMn-of Hawidc eaib:prftr 
dKjBOonly this single wosthy fti present,. belongiiBg to 
die ** iragged liog^^ yet bis.adwnluies.and 4a^ 
oieB- ai:e pmbablf eqfml m extenit and- enormia to. 
t^ose^of twenty/ ordinary mendicants ;. so that,, yiew-^ 
mg ibmgs analogicdly^ tUb stmdy bi^ggar may have 
brofcensdown a^gmater^mlmber of motal fijpoes in Icr 
vy»g money fronii tbe ooapnuuitjkdi tbc^ws]^ €£•. his 
butms^i-iiMMtf^ci the ninnei^na^ and enei^ da; 
ffie^s-^fiecfi- idlem ftwi Nithsd^ upd. Cridl^rayi 
who^aeem to. emigrate, annnidly bke tbs Arabs^. in. 
aeafdbo£p«»wons ;:or likf^tb^swaUows^^fima^Aiii^ 
of climate* . . / 

• Ia oens^^mee* ^f ^ ragidaa Mtdesa ibi b u giiig 
;kaxing become so nvnaemus, anddieitiaeessani odU* 
t^poo> the. commnniiy so oftnsi^f Ae idhahttanta of 
.Hawii^khsfl^fi>miedan associa^bn ik siifqpi@m»v or: 
'^ameliibratiag this growing nmisanoe..^ 1» October 
^«|#KS a^^eneraUmeeting of the inhii^itantihof tba-lowa 
- mu ealled;^. tiiie« iato GmnderMouitbe grafiMakSU 
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tf ol siipiareesing or of regubting piiWc BeggTngt 
The meeting agreed upoaaieivresekitions,. entered^ 
into a.subscription^ appointed a eemmitte»of manage^ 
saent to. eanrjr the xesolutiona e£ the meeting into e£^ 
feet, and the phm tbua reecdsied on^has betntin ope« 
ration fox two yeara^ with e¥ex]^ prospaeti o£ succesi i 
/The scbeme- ia. as simple in its machineiy^. as it is. 
&und to be useftd and soimd iikpsineiple andpracr 
ttfe. A fund is- raiseiL hj suhseBption, for the relief 
of itinerant beggars^, aiidr lodged initbo-bmids^of oner 
of tho-oimiBittee^.as treas«u«n Af eompetent^ person 
is appointed as. m^nagysr or distributer, of the. fund, 
,witb^a,salar|r, andwhahas an account with the.trea» 
snrer.. The..name».&c, oCeverj. mendicant who is re^- 
lieved is inserted in.a^bQok,kept b}^. the distributee 
.TfaeLintr(upis8ionsof.thei.tteasiirer And distributer are^ 
open, to the. inspection of thaHsommittee, .and are laid 
before^ g^ral^meeting^ of. the. association aasitallj^. 
.Xhe^'distrtbutet;has.the uncontrolled management of^ 
the. disbursements.. Aps^cants- ava relieieed^ as he^ 
majr thbk pfoger^ and eyer^.on^ of them is relieved 
.at leai^t. onc^^. SfaouU the tieasuxer. or. oonamittee see- 
cause fbr< complaint. in. the conduct of. theL distributer^ 
a^genecal. meeting o&tha association can be called bjc. 
either*. iaordec to rffgpvt JtfmrXhe same.;.but neither- 
the one nor tha other is entitled to.interiere in an; 
; Q^her: reaped with bis transactions.. The sums given 
to.ea^ applicant vary, from threepence to ninepence ;; 
and the total exp^dituxje for the; first year jamoupted 
ta th^ txiiling sun^Wf of.twent]r-«one ptvouda tbirteeiix 
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diflUy agfiMd to'a trial of the- scheme,, beggan are not 
permitted to ask. alm**-tiiwugb the towni. btift ase dil 
reeted by ^ burgh o£Soeini^ and by printed! direct 
tMttiB, on boardsy^stuck up at the, semeral ehtcMioes in*^ 
to die town, totga^to the dtetributer of the fun«t * 

l)uriiig the firstf twelto m<mths the scheme was m^ 
^lerfition, ik appears that relief had been, affitrded to * 
W^ iadult beggars,, with their children. In. thiis niim«- 
tter, were indiided many decent people^ who had beeni 
ftUigqd to lofive their homee ofi return^ to them f»om> 
various nnibrtmiate causes^ and those to whom pecu'^- 
niary assistance thus privately given seemed to be^ 
"^ twice blessed."^ From an estimate, . founded on rai- 
tabnal data, it would appear that these 99^ indindu^ 
ak m ^e usual wajf of begging must have levied in» 
the town from two to^three sfailliiigs each«— ^say, two 
abillihgs, which amounta to <£99 4&\ and^ #iis ex^r 
penditure of the community,, the utility of which has* 
long and generally been doubted, is found to be use^- 
ffaHy andadequately superseded by an expenditure ofl 
'.^1 l3s.-— But the difference in the amount of tbe^; 
money. given away is, perhaps,. of noinor.consideration;, 
when put in competition with. the rude iinportunity^. 
Bsrassfng appeals,, and sights of miscafy,.,finim which* 
the inhabitants are now exempted,^ since t&e asaocia^-- 
tion for the suppression of. bc^gitig commenced.. It- 
is evident (tarn these facta that the funds • necessary/ 
fi>r giving efl^ to a scheme of this de8ci1pticm< are^ 
trifling, and, whi^is pleasing ih:the.executibn ofthe. 
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scheme^ tlie veally pooc people seem all satisfied wi 
thahk&l in recei'ving re)ie( so^psoiuptly and with so 
littie^ exeittcHi- at saenfice q£ &elkig^-~Ik is understood 
that simitar associationt have becR: foxmcd. and are 
(orriumg in some of the neighhoufing to«nas,' and 
shoiild these iiistitutioii& TiecomQ ' pnevaleni^ a new 
**f«nn and pisssiire^ would' be givea to the "body of 
the Umes^^ in so^ fai as society is a&cted: by the. 
isamesy numbm^ lijod misery of mendiiiiants^ Before- 
^y plan, however, foe thft^siippiession of b^ging cam 
Jbe attended with complete. succesis». and' ev^n before it 
jROttld be proper to enforce such n measure gefierally^ 
the coospiracy of the.landoii|^ners agfihst the welfare 
•f 'the anhmunity ^d^t tfee^ oormlaw^)^ o»^Kt' tb^ bd 
put down by Government, that people of every^ de-^ 
scrij^tion. may; be permitted; to live at the. cheapest 
rate;^ as it seems t^ be &fii«tr prihci^U isutbe social 
stai», that the-meie lieoessaries of lU€i;^hould.be at- 
tain^la by moderate labourl. This ^te o£ thfingy 
wiQuldgi^ a stimulus to industiy andsa>diig^at.the 
same tim[«ediAt it Wduld rfemove the chief apology tot 
idlienessaiid beggii^; and shoilM any rewodulation of 
the nadonal statutes,, aided by aasooi^tions of the peop 
ple^ do- away,, or abate- to any extent, the nuisancQ of 
itjacvant begging^ with ita attendant demoralisation 
and mMry,. perhi^ ts» bySb' of equal mag^itude 
bave ever bton gpt ud c^ bji human maans.: 



The Aiitkor of tl&ii» iiohime^ from ir public situa* 
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tion^wbich he.fHIs,* finds it diffioik to' pas» over 
without particular notiee— indeed hie coneeivas it ar 
duty to offer a fSev obaervationa on ^e jemgr liarel jv> 
Slide and female mendiiBaiitB fiiom Irdaad^ wW at 
Certain Maaonsitf the jcear partieularlj, i»e dziveii 
from tfieir hemes in mnltitudeBy ioiaroid starvatibm. 
The wret riled state of these people^ and the 'misery 
^at seems to be entafledon their native land* fay the 
iniktuatitti of its ralevs^ ase caloahited to excite lai^ 
Versal sympathy and mdigiuition. It is saicl,; ^ c mo^ 
^er with an iniktot in h^ arms bar liatnie%.pa8^iiir 
through the world;** but the thousands of" Iiiskviee- 
tbevs with thm inftnts, who are ccapdled front tb^^ 
habitations of their fathers,- by m imeeaaiiig^^atielty-- 
of !^te, are so nnmeroui^. aiMl th(ebeaBa.8o4hB^pwM(. 
that humanity must grow weary <tf Aeift ug[mii^iMtL 
sheer inability tp affbrd r^ef.: ... 

Treland,. m overy respeet,. is a^eotinttty tmsi fteat^ 
the hand of Nature— Uisssed^ with a ^9ity of s(#h 
no ordinary degrees— its inhabiftsnijfes^wisU ftrmisA- and 
active, of an opennieflis of disposition, ^»ymlinenn of' 
perception, and a liveliness of fiiAey^> that aeooiding ts 
every analogy, the oouuti^f: and-, the people stfs* |ust ' 
such materials as migh^ be supposed eompfetsnt t6 
form a pcesperotis, inteUtgent/ and gower|y slate- In * 
place of tfte Wr^tchedhesff and poiverty of't^ek-a peet^ 
{de hanging on,, and paralisiag tha ^^leigiesof ^htear. 



' Diftnbutcr of the fund te tbe niipniion of l?sggSogii^ 
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BiitiiB, XnlanH enj^t to faanre been a piQir ^ 
mcugdi to'tfaeempiie^ aafttion of ineBtimable wilbm 
to iti toKonu it appears, at iUs ditty there is no rea« 
Ml tb doobt liiat die ^ief cause of tba maladmini-* 
gmtion and miaeiy, that hajre so long been the lotlof 
dnrt mhttpfj onuitry, is to be traced<^ta the plantiajf 
af-a tensted feveigii felq^n among the people ; builds 
isg a gbveniiiient and hieinchj upon that exotio 
Aamdatioii^ at an enonBoas expense, and supporting 
4te oppresnve &brick fay force, iihUe the great boAj 
of Ae inhabitants ham no xnoie sympathy in, mteresli 
«r feeliDgwith sudia church or state offings,/ tfam 
die opfcesaed ^m have with the oppressQiv than the 
«iafti» 4Mn haws with bu peisacator. 

Tho Qo p e na n gnt o^'Great Britain, in attemptisp 
to>«eai|fe • pvotestaat aseendaney hx Ivefamd; has ait 
along adopted die ^Kcy of die ^Offcb in ancint 
iimes; and the Catholie population of the cdittMry 
^mroinRStances being changed) have: becobe pmtest*^ 
iMimd mavtynr^ thebr tmrn. 
^( it« Ml easy tQ understfHid the abco^ or^what is 
meant'by a Protestant ascendancy,^ m aiiation Where 
five-siKtks ^ sofeiMghtha of die people are opposed 
IfO-it; ttsdin the i^posttionis kNshided an equal pro^ 
portionf^'thewealdi, virtue, ^intelligeno^ ^d kidua-' 
tiy of the country.' • It-may he Iil|:e an ascendancy dP 
dw MiJkmsetan ordei^ ^ere ^ fii^e add swiDrd'' an 
BOt uncommon aiDEiKari^s in aid of legitimate author . 
tky, but it cannot be die aspeindaiicy o£ die rel|gioa 
tf Jesmner of onttDMa^MM^-^atio a^h wsiibiaia^ 
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ttty hn the peace and yrmpttity of Trelantl befo M^ 
crifieed for geBerations— to aueh an kfltomaiy am 
six nullions of people iexpatriated, as it were, in ilietr 
native kind-^insaked and made desperate hj a kaadU 
lixl of adventurers, with an army at tbetr bock— HHid 
]|iave had ^beHben^ts of ihe social compact admims* 
tered to them^ throu^ the inedhim of the h angowft i 
and. die scldiersfor 'two h&ndred yean. Th«s-f» 
support a^few privileged priests and familiesy a meie 
driUet in the popiibttion,' has :evei7 nuti^ iiitarB^^ 
been vioboed, and the peace ^andw^foe of the ocNil^ 
try boen doomed to give way.' . -Iii such n peatttie of 
national affairs the sdmulus to enterprise' nraat ^ 
weak, seeing that the rewiurds to'ihdufltry and noterit 
must be withheld, the feelings of patriotism andimo- 
xal woirth vitiated, the cmrrent of puUie -opifmiom 
ohoaked up,^r idriven^nto a sinnous' course ;v the 
fountains of liMT and jmstice not nncontammate^) «Bd 
the capabilities'and energies of « trbole people (ktis 
, palsied or destroyed. Hence in phM^e of the Ihiits -of 
good goverpment, povierty, misery, and barbi(riAD, 
have .been the lot' of Ireland. 

P<»terity will scarcely credit ^he exislttiee of the 
Protestant hieraschy of Irdaiid in the plenitude of its 
wealth' and oppvessita ih the nineteenth centuiyi in 
a country essentiallifCatbolie. VVThen the difl^k- 
ies^ which statesmen conjure iip it teigeam^ikB iti». 
juries of this ill-fated land; «Ve ttdiibited in bieioiy, 
it is probable the reality of diese diffici|llie9'^iH6^ be 
denied, as tb^ appearincoqapatible wilfc suiyfi p jing 
circumstances. It will hardly be creditedi lliat die ' 
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•spdatu iit £tt«o]^ ptfltiKig id^ Nft|(^^ #itfe M 
sight hand) ;«ifd tli^ f-ittK^ai;9^i)f W§ty <^tft#&7 '^% 

ilBdand, dud tH« ii«&»/ 9$ i^^y Xrocz^/Kicc^\r4e{»<iVi«^ 
itiofits. le^sloture Md flc^iatng uidq>eiiNdeti^c(;."Bd4 
«li«h a^fbi^er,,did«d^y tb^i;r$t^geiiee i^'lft^-tirifiesi^ 
woi{>i;aaM;ed through 4 A^e j>t^sS) coold not i^yte di^ 
aniardd ef ii fi^r ^rieiitil»' asd ^eUes^'aad 6fiieial kai^ 
j^ies, iKrbo fattened on the miseries <if a people, will 
q^ea^ inaTvdlous indeedw 

A celebrated Irish orator QAt. (ftattan) oWrved 
stfverjd years ago, that ^ the tenacity with which Go*, 
vemment witlhheld Catholic eroancipatien was inex^. 
^cable, as that danger wsS^ to be apprehended eithet 
to the church or state from Roina^ism in these times 
appeared otit of the qiiestion."^ The Protestants a;nd 
Cajtholics wene bo doubt loqg at issue^ and, like the 
easietn and westeth «hurcltts of old> undet tlie ban^- 
aers of their leadens comrulsedrsociety and d^st^jred 
cMfeh other. "^^ But matters are now changed, (conti»> 
iVtted Mr. Grattan) •; enemies of a diiSeiMint description 
iiire in the "fields and sotittd policy would seem to hint 
.tlMit PrMestante and Catholics^ and iM|um a^d Unga 
ivKMild CQBSttlt tibeir ince^ests better in healing up kt^ 
oient mMneaaing fiands, and unite against the com-*, 
mon foe, that aecfths threatening to put them down in 
cumidoT It suidiy matters little at this day, if Go- 
veiUment doiies Its duty, in having the people educat* 
ed, whether the churches of England or Rome shall 

2c 
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ob(«m m bdbndt mi^ jthetwo tbbigB aw neiidy as 
ii{LU|i »19Ee in every iinportiiiit paiticuknry as a ooiipfe 
of chieken egga or a bmoe of their bnbopa; /tai ho«r tbe 
^pprobadoD or diiwpprdbalion of an ofdmonin liafy^ 
in the appmntment of a dergynan, dumU btte nay 
))eaniig 911 the peace and weUine of the British em- 
pice, is wondrous strange. The King of the Saad* 
|iich Isknda is not mcnre impotent and hatmlesB^ tha« 
the: omce powerful JiuetiessoK of St, Peter has become. 
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^ cftAf^e« xatvirr. 

* t. r » 

It is difficult^ tvoicvkh amousBMi the idet thct 
-die safety of tlie ^BnAAk empire depetuk on the ex- 
dtision flf such meHn the'Dtike ef Nosfi^ Lonb 
Shiewsbmyv Fftenob, Newuk, IMtftiix^ At. A& 
noni the rights of thcpeemge- jPbe rjora Chsnedlofy 
tnd tile Pine Lofd of the Truisur^ my iomb^, '^ ro* 
solve, 4imI ra-inml've^ sndiie the same ;^ Imtsach* 
men as Mr* Bfougham^ Mri Bi qhimm f tmi Mr, Cati- 
iiiiigy onghito (Saw^ aiide ttis veil tnm befiMe the 
ejres of die ooiurt ; eoneh Ae moral oataAiet thsnt obs- 
stnicts the vi^isft of dor refers r aad, witb tlreoouragp 
and sincerity irfridk Idoog to piitBioSisni, devdofo ^ 
true stale of mattimand ky have the* nud woimdrdf 
ihe states * Woie tralh lliiis whiipefed in the car of 
the King; ho would, no doubly fe^'irhis 4fauy to dia^ 
poaeof dM oldmeAaad imnettalkNU Umy^wlme meah 
sitrod inliUiiets seem^unfis to gvapplo with the eurrent 
of the timosy ot to pilot the iwmA oC tfafeis ooumry 
throvgh hidiorlib ttnnaviyiiod waters;:' :A belief is. 
gaiiiing groundy that «eio;the^[p9wers of seaapn^cndi 
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principle «i«Ke Ubemlly Bftod4& the maeliiQ^iy of Ae 
sttfte, edueatiem and «rglime»t offered to di^ pe^ 
in plaee of deoq^m and sliipes^ mere Would' he 
achieved for the good of the eoiiiicr|r than thetiiem- 
ehy, the army, and the gibbet untied, ha^t^ hrf^eirto 
been able to perform. 

The reformation of the govemmeiit^ and th^ ite- 
provcmetit of the people ^f Iielasd are eerttinfy nol 
the wovk of a.%,.' ]|^'^.'^ifc^e«>and polie]^' of 
. administration, which must give birth to these, are 
mai dii^tod4)j iiisaolem^tiMiiftitdbf^th&i^ 
^f the evafiie4 ajid the i^oM Uiiu i ii i tf eadofitfty tf e oc a ri i 
0^ tdleuiiM .M]|h«^4er'piompt:mMfij^^ It 

mlf^henAuAi How wiM^the^ieQplff ofr€UMft^^ 

4f;rv^Md>'iivt}» €alhidii3,:«^bii fiMniBi:i%;pei3^^ 
and* n!dA4hmsmffmiimiiBpjk»ytfU^ faitoa;' ler Ae 
PioleflkkiiiB do, pi^apti ini^eieica bhi^MA fr *Hie 
djka it;«diikadfiil ! / There iMto: beiUttlr dobht^ bsmt 
w, joi^lm EngKsb GaithelM habg; C0BipeiciaHri«04Da» 
!i9«g&«atteii. Ml '^:7^'1^iytithim ^mBtry. .wide Jft^ 
tttot8Wtaii»t!e,doi}oattJhroki9i.^arM#fi^lrU^ hm^ 
JUndia«ftetb.8rej80 wuriemK* a«de.yiiai^«lkatMrl^^ 
x/Ktim^'' palfiotif^ii^ IMe fiMtar^thUr a !mfivBtji 
.ISieudiiieate Jmut ibeeH ^ kfij^flealed^^Mi '^iStlum 
^onater >tbat 'ini?diaid«8«/ii6<i9fl4wo^ cqpettlioiii^aK'be 
toimdM^mMf td ipo^ooe lrihwre<r }3;iie Jrftiwn^irwf 
. ^iMtitionallifeliari^^itbfst9^iean4a qf4M«i?ii^ti^ 
.aup|0alfeda>7 mdtMM iraiig fiom^tli^in^ 
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life, awtttjr tlM enoriri^ of Mtiftry^ and haT« tmiist 
farm«a nMvly the ^lole p y i iti a y 4if die limd inta 
a^egraMcaM. The eoBmi|ii«imr lif tiiah a i&dni^ 
8UOU6 stale of Akigs ii^xnitufal and aMmry. A 
qiiantitf of moiid> aonilMiiliaii' wfll' btf aMumuIated 
that ttiiiair one imj hwm kkto a dbigemui l&axM^ un^ 
te« vlmedial tteatitfrei be.icaortMd 4o, and m umo. ' ' 
' It k a# jtiiBiikr aa k k ^laiiiiaiiaMfc, <hat the ^ 
veninieiiriho^ld ha^ aliflpllpili^ ajiiferanti^em 
ofpolbf iii'M|^a»«aotlaiid<aiiA'lMl^^ CadioL 
lic^'and ffMl^pteriaiia m alike diMmtetsftoni Ai 
AujA^Utma^ PdbliawrofAfe ^^aitlif aiMtiM»%h$ 
baW beiv tuppMed, at tiya^day^ if Covoniaii^t had' 
aleianagrk^voHld 1hwi« Ima to'dte Catfao^ inoda of 
iidigion5;:fiaa|iiiii|i#i]% vwrein imist^ aith the Ham 
and aawajriilt laonarghyr tkamtbe damocmlio oiia^ 
M khm wi t of Vrntifmrnma^ wbi^ Chailo%. cf 
wflrtMaiiBiiipwy»^ ia»ar]lad>' ^* warnotidv idigion 
<£a:gMilMp»;r yotr^Mneshom^rrbUmrtlic CadiO^ 
lie bM Imv fODooril^d' and^bonio :dbi^ vliilO' tb^ 
yitubjltwiao^ht boei^ aaaigdrwi<h fciapbicta aad ea^ 
l^Anfi #acb aii' ito oc c aiio n a l . iiJO on wi tt ocMa^ ift: 
huinaii'affiMik* 

Iiirafladrnif 4ipMvtliaK;ia^^ idea ooaunr' 

t|iat> fba< £ii||lidi* <^r«h' if a baMftleMhtbiag. m 
Seothfld, ^ ]|Nt^odl»#]M in']reh»d Hiaiiw 
deMtapaad tfNpBOWide^ibttAdatimi on wbioH Bpikeoi 
f^ w oioeied;iif'd|a fimdoroaumt^iatdaiiy a 
iKAaroe «Mg^.aiid liio^bieuia o^S«nd^ittiii#aflc^. 
na|r stsonget and atioofec;* wbfl^ ita Hifemiwi «jt-. 
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4er» like, thii iOrB^mi b^iile tC giH^».i0fevwj dty >. 
#Qmuig vf^tv wd.K^»6glmt^ It Muld wwwc Iw^ 

ji^rDiaait.ite Mil. ^dmniBi S&4Jk«in.Bmittay King^ 
tad ComiMiyt thtit tb«y tnN^j&plfei: .ika^itht miiiift* 

iWUu aAA Jp Isen.l^ iCbiifdw qf IJoglaad and 

J]sbind::iiMB^ Aib'k9gllk.^iaiMMBdclil« ap^ tfa« 

4«8i»lai»ioi^ Mkt( Jic m^fWviuMlkt^tiMs^ Wilbei^ 
'&K^'ni. A^ fhilmihiuifik miiti^ iwlH^ Itew «tack: 
^ ^JSai tajj^hiT'Tiiiinfr gf ^yfiiwiii piiMgi, iinwir jwoni. 
«prliAi^ iU6p^iaitMe^ii^£QJbia» ^o^tMRiftirlli^ ju£- 

I^at makes objecteneiur^'band iin]^iMfiiHkr«Thif 
10 aL;4eripu».iim&rt«n^ Dfilrtta^ ta^Jl^ «MM kiii|^ 
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. .llift^^liMevHs of>b^ leelaiid eomplams^ are 
eiridentljr aubordlmite to^ ifc^oae JvhkK emanate itoin. 
the ecdesiastieal* Qpprsssioii £hat overwhelms its peo«> 
i{le ; aiid any amditffatkii of the ' fifrmei? apjiears. 
▼aluflUe* only in 80- far 88 it itiay eoniribtlte tol i^ 
'UasMUitn o£ tbe latter- eidl. Tlie capability «f$' the 
great body of-hia Mqesty^a Iriah subj^eta to* rtfceite 
and appreciate pirfftical privileges^ in thei»)§resent 
•benighted state^ moat be daabtftil, imi lii^hi&t x^ 
4afes UK religion t^ case^ s^ma ^ waddy lii&imt:^^ 
^ManUnd conceive themselves me«e bn a* le^^t itn 
^idtt}al^infttns9.'aiid it not lui&equently tbippen^^ 
rditttpQrpDiia-of tlie feeblest or most obtus^ -intellects: 
•have- die ioudest pretenafonai to knowledge,, and are • 
-most teMciiMa o£^tbe£r-«vn views on, religibtisL sub*, 
^eots. tt^woald susal j; be wisdom ih''d\e>-Bmidbr Gf^ 
^vocniasnt ««o allim the "peopUioC-Tr^and^b worship* 
^otr Mikaic^ .thenp^0«m way^ wiididtte bein^ t^sed. 
-and op^rawM ^a^^riidreh^ which. the^'see^nr to. dd*- 
Aie^U JfiHisie. :''0?6dmian^ O^^Ontielt ari^^^Shiei^, 
-mighi M^'be-dittpoied'to stioUo ihiieh gerftii^:either 
-^ithvreispcfbi %a leireieds -or ^b^jtroh golkimmeDt,. were* 
they-wiik dleh» noMe anff phb^taib: ioOoweni 'j^iieed' 
vth felir^ anA hommmble «H-dvmis€toees,.bui to^b^^nir-. 
-Sed^ 4Mit weos^ jOttltofiAeMMgioli'^ theS^fkilleni^ 
:b3»«a^Aw«'dra^ge*hy}^oa»ias ttB^^trtDage)»,.who>loM: 
M o«esi^>itIla ebmti^rtn epiiitia^l^iiiifoteranGd and miS- 
^e^' » iqnke'' anothev tiling.. IfadigHm< is a ^rvt: 
.that witt^ liot tbriue iii;l&esi0lfttte«' times %f a Axivedl 
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296, HISTORY or-* iftkwicr 

no law in nAtut^moKUiiiTenttl t}Min»tlbirir)ii(|b iin^ 
pels die human^ttuid to rksni oompufami.. 



The Gowemm^i^t of the: imitedi .kbgdom^i hj a 
»h(Mrt*9igNttl polic}^9. n .frat meHtig' converU to- the 
Romeii' CathoUc fiiith. "ShoriU^bmd ti»alinent5.ir' 
i}0t pemecution'of the CeA(dioc;.b8a utev^e^.evei^ 
bonounJ^*iQJiid.in thebfate, an^ mnai irfioftlj eajl 
up everjr injoifenieiit'fedii^iik^ b^inan hoioivi in 
reprobatibii e£ lawethalt aw alUte aB^i-^iistian and 
nntaturaL Heaee- it ii uiickiritood ihaM kjiifiadijr 
ibr CathoBcrfwionga^ i<?dailji tegetikiy pw^Jytm tt^ 
their cm^d.. In ftrvgo^^ott^'m viSi^emkf^^ 
prevails,. ihe good smise^and'feeliQga^f maiilund b^ 
o(»^idelii£fiei.f»ik^ titer sttflEmia,: il^at^ iw^Kf^ ty- 
.mmf fS^B^es^m iE3iaQges^Miles,.a» the peneciited wax. 
< strongs Bishop W^^sgn&mtm the Wojihyim of tbe 
ohuxfh of Kogli^^friim^clMHigediliia^iaii^ oivnn^ 
.stanaes opva^Hg 611. suck aihttgoraod |ifio4^pd..jestab- 
]i$bfliC!|liH 3^ wh^het. ii» ia taf)g^ms ]^^ ti^tkm 
. UBiiei %9Q8sioi^C)aiaoraniani. Me«badii^»#» Catho* 
Ik X|itt««j^,. 01^ to ^ morarairi<»aI end pmnan^ia^ 
lib^jillt^AlJi^ of the Qhiifob; of Sof^Iaadi^or dfi»- 
.tupl J^'i^e suooeeded b]^ no id %ia i i i » eat«W»A«^«iit: 
,ia]p#|ff^er, ca^ofiot with OH^IaiiHtji ha ib|ato)d-«->a|(. 
much, in all ppbejbiUtjv would, not faft^hapudad-ib 
predicting that the latter, alformiajro is atSAHrgreit 
dislanao*f^wh<^ (the a]^eof?diMordvbeing}feqioived^> 
ft^iMowOTMif. '< Fet^i^TJiartinj: ahdtJbdr wmhl 
;^ imi ID: g^i«0 afidiittul; tf^geihev.?. aioiittt|ie 



d by Google 



helotism t)f ifae Fa^sts^ lto\i:ever^' OE»u!aue paidi ai)jj[ 
^reel of the bvr of this country^, the inmiitBxkifian 
•&ith, with, the- xep^rafale appeBtdagesciof-Matyr 
Chuvc^ bt3 &ir to! hove a.8eeoiidiasce9Ef]^e]piia ihai 
imid: M(here only ;a:httjidi»d aird^ fin'ty. yenrs agjsilthsjr 
-were.pisH; .dowQ^ torkl thejaatiQii of a^fimatical^To^ 
^ptuous priesthood^ iiitk.a ToyaLhigotandhia iaeo. 
Jtis to be Ii(^;)ed^ the. wisdom o£oiirirulei«.wiU;res^ 
jcue the kihgdoipL fimn thie .darainatioh of bothrhief^ 
^ehtes,; andbjr disjoiiiii^g ceUgioh aiid. ditizenship^ 
.place dU the peopla on^a laveLia^the eyeel'the la.ir, aSs 
•By thus withdrawing the j^rize wbichttHgiousvcom^ 
jbatants 3»vn at iti these day s^Jthe^stiog 'wouH.be re^ 
Jmovedfrem their controversies.. jQn the : important 
ii«l]|jec^ of religion there i^y B^ difFdrent opinions^ 
Jsui naiurelJty diero (^an he ^b: cause^cif quarrel.. < In 
:thi;?. momeptoitts maitet human ittterestes. axe so:tin<- 
^(df>Ai7?^othe.fi(t»re happiness»of arien is* so absolutely 
.independent of one iuiotheri. that it is difiSicult to'cour 
XJefve hQwiU blood fibovU even bare arisen in so harm* 
H less a dispvite. The history of Kino^ a&rda a la- 
meutable Siobiiion .'of tjie en^ma.^ * * : ... 

Buonaparte enfranc hi s e d t h e Jews, placed his Pro- 
tbCant .subjects on a levelwilh* the Catholics; i^nd 
.abolished the skve-trade throiigbo»t his dominions 
by three strokes of his pen.; yet' the Oo!yenim^nt of 
\Grteat Britaiin, armed. with physical aEid^moralpo^ers^ 
^much.su^erioi; Si degcee^to Sio'se possessed .by any 
^nation hitherto Inowi&j^canhot discover a *aiK)de by 
»which the jniserica of IreJafuli may Jbe j^ut tm end ^ir, 
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or «ven ameliorated Were ibeae wBt^ &tten cm tW 
wattmng^ of tke sister kii^em lew oonioected witb 
the members cf a eertain aaeemblj, tbewroaip of Ire- 
land wonld pvobablj seen termlaate ; JEmt aotwxib- 
ttandh^ one ef tbe dogmW of tbe Pitt sdiool, it ret- 
ires no^ extraordlnarj share of sagaeit y or aetoama^ 
rieelattaiDmentsto'penetiate the mystery of politics^ 
or to apply a vemedy &r miarule. The revenue 
4rawn^' yearly from this denoted laad, by the English 
iNftltliobd siMUUed «po» it, is siifficient tm give use- 
^^enqpldyment to all the supefabundant population 
in the country ; nor conld there be much diffieuhy 
is* divecMg the cacpcnditupr of the money iii(o)»eper 
imd pnpfitaUftr channels. Were the people of Ireland 
«dneat«dv«iid employed, the Episcopal Churdi 
^'shom of m'Bl^golten wealtb^*^ tbe coiporation VaiL 
•i^ers "htoluBa. dofiKn, the firm dissent of Go^mmeiyt 
gtvett^to flie imidious bypoiBri^^ distihctibas of PrtK 
i^»stanf imd Catholic, and rel^oiis sects placed on a 
hvd in soeietyy ^ere n every^^Kasov to believe that 
^liie:«auntsy woidd soon rival either Scotland or Eng-^. 
^hviA m industry, w^th, and iateUigenoe.. ( 



'Tife Aiithct has been led'into these lengthened re- 
4ttar&« from tfce mnl^ladiiB of Irish mendioants whi^ 
he baa so often to i^itn^ in his o^aity of distribu^. 
er of the fand m tWu^ of Haivielc for the r^ef df 
itineti^ t beggare; Tbe]iovert7 and wretehedness of 
l&ese people seem to drive ifaem on a foreign laxicl^ 
*> as the irrecJcs buieyant; on lli'e ooeaiii m diivoii en 
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die shore.* The fiteous tales, famished eounte* 
nanoes, emibialed fiurms, and alittost naked bodies of 
these unfinrtunate beings, with tbeir ehiMren slung 
on their hteks, wditld raoUify the most inhuman 
heart : and that millions of these outcasts should be 
eo-existent with the present adiraneed state of the em« 
pire is absoltttely disgraeefnl, exihibiting'as it does an 
anomaly in national a&irs, probabty without a paiaU 
lel in the hisforj of man. *^ There's something tot* 
tm in the state of Denmark.^ Some politicians at^ 
tribute the miserable state (^Ireland to the iaipg^ 
estates possessed by individuaib, and to thiit dgtin 
heiog subdivided into small &rras; to the abMiiBa 
from the country of a few great hmdowHefS, and t» 
the abundtmce and dkeii^mes$ of potatoes among Hie 
poor, &^ If this be not either tricing w^ the^aub* 
ject, or the raving of unmaxed.ignorance^il^tbcf name 
of Heaven, what is it ? Were the Iri^l eitaees of the 
Duke c^ Bevonshiie, the M anguiB dT Landisdowii, 
Earl Fitawilliam, and others, U M u t fa red to Sir A.* 
Jbram Bradley King, Sir HiiicoQft lieei, ft Co, wftiwi 
rtsidenee in that hapless land i| constant «bh»|^* 
in what way are the people to be benoAted by die 
chanj^ ? As wdl might a few exiled Spanish noUe* 
men and merehants be diarged with the misnik which 
at present desolates dieir country, as the Irish absenteei 
are with the misfertunes of Irdand...aiid it wouU 
be just as rational to aceom^ fer the ravages caused 
by an earthquake, or by an irmp^n of. Vesuvius, 
$rom the character or circumstances of the^people who 
have been destroyed by these convulsions of nature. 
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^c^ged' by iiomethipg jpqp^ yi<^ tbto'tbe^-auHB^ 

fTnaUu^ ^Jkrm^ ^'^mrifig.'^p^B^ the pha^^ 
4om ^ fttiddkmm^, or J;h« gmyfifk-otpotatQe^i^^tind 
^h^logic.^eeiQs dikec^te^iptftble 4pd kihiisian.that 
jMToiAld re$t .the iHAff^iii^ of the liisfa p«i^kf .OQ- sueh 
ftivpIiovs^^iJfW^s,' It woifW.be>*ellViMe ^taii^ffifoem 
to 4ook_about tli^vMd <io t^erj» '^(wefnofouiid. .Vii^ir 
i*f thifi jiigjorta^. subj.efcjt»^*«ft(r% «tw»vjb ii the 
vwin4 ^at ^illjp^tpl«x,tb«mjJl<\ :*/:TSw4iiPwinive 
'^c^etoi that^ wjb^ett^jlhe.br^ip^. fferi? lor^it^ .the m^n.^nould 
^e, and .thpre «i) i^ad'V-nhiHj in these .'eveiitfil ^es; 
f»hp caij «^y ,th<it liiatttyrs \«11 not^* jrise»>ith.tiHseDij 
fiff rul TB^rd<^ xm Ah^.^«(QWki^' ^and push.«is fsont 



r 
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CHAPTEft XXIX. 

f^xtrPEtttsw and the laws fer ^ tnamteiiatiee ik 
tlie poMT liav^ 6t Ut^ yeaM, becc^iBilf aabjecte of jfA 
tearjr ihtemt^ sn4 t^eir stlppoted important bearing 
vm ^ cliisae$ tf siw^tf ha$ brought them info ^nor 
ral d^scusd/Qiii. A popular Leader in the Scottisii 
Church. has published his views Upon thess tfipici^ 
irhieh afford aUltHA^al evidence of the talents of Do6n 
VOt Chidmer9» yet the samdaeis of several of his p#- 
sitioQs has been ealled in question, while the logic of 
some of his dedaetioBs in seemingly apoeryphaL The 
largiunents are m airis that an assessment &r support- 
ing the p«9r is improper and mischievous ; that re* 
)ief to pacqpfers ought to be volunMy and contingent ; 
and that the minister and kifk-sessioa should be the 
^tepositalries and distributers <if any fti&d desttned for 
the asiUlanee of the peor% 7hese assumptions seem 
specious ; the maehinoy of tlie scheme^ too» is appa. 
I^itly din}^, and 4ts woi^ing is vaid to bje tsquaHy 
ea^ and d^cient. . 

' . . ' 9 9 . . ; 
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SOS H«BTOSy QT \BMWLCK. 

The Doctor'*s judgment^ like that of many good 
men, mvf^ at times^ be subordinate to his fiincy dr 
his feelings, and these are oftjn Ibund to be an over- 
matdb for reason; but ^hik misfortune and povertj 
^continue to press so heavify.<m many diousMids of the 
people, from various 'Causes, that portion of them 
which lias been Joomied to want and mis^ must be 
attended to^ as the Chinese mode of disposing of su^ 
petfluous humsm bmi^ lias not i^el leen adopted in 
this country ;, nor have Mr. Malthus^s checks to po« 
pulation ^et become operative. 
^*^Th(Bre «»d"onlytw<r'wa;fsiof prtyvi^g&r ihepoor 
dr'^this «(mnlry«^J^itb^ hy 'assessment *0i!-.9rdkiBtairy 
iDohtatibutionl- By tftepborisliitidewteedtQklieiaeant 
.AOT^'iridividurfs<)nly'^helfiroift?infimcyv'i»^ iii- 
4hrmity^^\A old«gev ^"destttute-'^'^aspttyevly^lrowany 
ioliierratrse'must^be'butteniporaTjCivTlie'ka^ ar- 
fj^obient ^ I)^i''C4ia)mera^'<«iidr^ho8^'4wh^*^^^ the 
^mbject as heroes,-' aS'mtegl^dedl)0/4iorRF^'«thata'V^^ 
lar assessment foVtelieving tbepeor- hal^^a^en^raliz-^ 
itig «fiect "im tRe'tiibjeetl*re)tevecl^'a^ well^as aliefiden- 
cy to^increa^ the-riumbe^/ i^hia-iff iji^'*^ii^iated by 
tfaeirx)pponents^ v&n thetx^Btr^ry^-itis iidmlttid^at 
these evils are'^eceasarily in4ierwoveh'with' aoy pro- 
vision "for the poor j eithet by essessmenttiuro^iHerwise; 
bht-thtrbeing gramkl,^is only a»aglreed'pfdiimina- 
ry^iir eonsSdexing ^ bestAitsytofpitoyidilig fi^ the 
pbor;'br'thftt the* qitesfito 'pre8eni8!'<)n]y>i»^0^ of 
difficulties, ahJ, consequently, the object to be^Mtiiin-' 
ed is barely the lesser evil. 
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nioril#jt>3» The a8Mftf»^im¥^ 4i«iN^ey;vig.tt^^ Mk 
i)e j||fleifd«d^wit)Pilii]sbbfo£:ieT4 has a^eetiddiid^rUKi^l^ 
t^'tSiilid «l&s6tnd>i«bk )4lrdd&ttftil«tO* hlokctd: MOltfo 
tfaiifg %fe00Aaiv''«beifhiil«f ^4^ ||^e)^^^imiii\iiidilBd)ff: 

e&f<^bI<^(l)«fc^timArr lit bigotsitt the Wrfei^ 

fon^'f^^'d tlikt ^^to^momifr mnslrtakd cltfcc;of itself!;^ 
It H^fi^^leeli iiketikdiR> a/pA)pk^s«t ^, on trliii^ th^. 
idlcf ^1^ aApriinwopled'imay: tean4.^iind^ totUe^fnagi: 
natk^H)^atbartiadii<dtt;^pt»»i:of persotii^ d)e'.{iflii8fa 
, fiindsj* J€ is caid, ti^ff&«{^apm'p»)fpi^fit«^i^ a$tii«. 
ahiid^^^of a^gtsear^Twk ina^it^ary^^d^^did -td tin 
lara^H^rs^in ^Pilte^liM«foldl::^ . <^ ; 

pre^ant with salutary mstiimdooif doe#i«4tf :it^ if 
prestraiiidvlitoi^^^th^ ^udhf-foree):i^atii»«; the {ninci- 
pie %f ^riseiS5in)feii»^ Wtroidyiii||[aMN^i«bejdyi|ftd icif ib^l 
prindB^ AltbdQglfjftii «»s«Mafbi«i^maf he pffyfet. 

reUi«im[ftihe bam^nC^ bliifdj^lanftgi «^ ag»i^pmi«i9^ 
whd^iwfe 4!SBmm4^9t^M4fi^M««r,>ft^ 
abli4i«fi«di«i6iii]il^fidi4>e^im«ded$^ ^ tiuftWu^ 
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RIATOttT OF VJiWKX 

mat. The Eof^idi irarkraaiiy it is vachmtsoddf tffkax 
he aaxotfi earn a oertain siim^ jconfieives W has » 
right to eome upon t^ parish tx the bahmce between^ 
what he iseeives and the sum he^ ttiuJut he ought to 
leceive ; so that many of out southent ^unoymeft^ 
nevQT think of changing tb^ situatim to finpiovo^ 
Aeir Gvcumalanees. As well might one workman 
go. tQ the master of his iMJgjbhour^ and demand a 
$We of his wages, becafuse.he had no woUrk himseli^ 
oTfOQuld not earn se much as bis;ielalowJaboar^>-4hQ 
^violation of property and sighs m bo|b eases* is aifiti* 
lar. Were the views and coadii^t of the Englia^ 
workman,, in this tespeet^ the ^nsjeqnenee of r^ecfe^ 
ing on the corn-laws,, and as a sert of ruction cm^ 
ibeir baneful. tetidency,._suQh thii)g» paigbt probaldj 
be defended ;: but it is unlikely that an apology of 
this kind can be pleaded hj the unleCtered popubf 
tion jspotb of the Tt?eed ;l henee the confidence wUU 
which they apply for^ and the facility with which tb^ 
receive rdi^4 ™iust be the result ^ meaB^fe«s in the 
people, originating m tho mi^pMojAgCTQent of parisbv 
funds, . a^ not a necessary consequence of the sun« 
pie piincip}e of a«iea8in€»t.: 

. ' Dr. ( 'babaaers adi^ilsk ^ hia tvea^ im^paxf/tAm^ 
thal^old and diseased peiisoAs. who are destitute bate 
a claim &r parish jrelief,. and that common indigeiioo 
is entided to no ittoptW of assffstance, but whatjBUigr 
come jOroisi wiial be caO^ .^ the unforced sgrmpatbieif oif 
•or nature*"-— while the pev^ty and misery 4iat tae 
generated by crixneliave no claims heliiat% either oh 
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di&deiiii]iuid^:i«re, gehevtUjrvipeuleai^' aUd huMni; 
. jbeiDgtiinhD ata poor Oi(iw»0t()l)«d^i&<)mi«fwo»or Amutf. ._ 
are just ^whipe»o]if,<^ ^ve^bJ 

9^89if'so£0Qn^ytyCA*.'tiid qfan8titii^(>«eleni€d»t^ of« h\i; , 
nian nature as he ba9 done upon the diiBoufeifi6jo£>t|}Hl* 
a(see(£ff»^«end» belpUmh^Wngt 'is^ saire .O0ea8ioiial]ly . 
thrown jQii;' the cbaf^y^tfithemvld, 'by the eHmefrW 
frailti8s)Qf^Wttparen(9^ l^iobaUjif^wOttld/ h^ 
. .more.if«if)oiit nitb^him^i -. tif' (vhicbf4»lver^ unlikeljiX 
be be^n adtpoatc^fiir mitifig tha'iiYiqu#tie6>e£>fiktH^iat , 
^pon>^itiQKHdi«Q^Ua i]teyfha^€^.no<objeeCii>H to^the-', 
ofipiiDg .«l^p«sm«w^ T^^atQ <th<9>^kw^heitig' sui^A 
•4 t#;;^m8h ;^iue Wthii doetijii^: jsndw deemod^ai- 
■dieVeiiiila^hkaKibfeiiaii* mil <^a$:bf <»cb^litfurigiuthori<^i. 
the dbildi<eiivfl(&nn8ibrtiihe all likSftlfhodd, lb4 , 

•ontnmed^iimv iibe f i^tbiwH^ tit/ tbis«<»iQtry fei^^ii'. 
long; ti^e («r^caiinfk.i. n r 
. It.caiin«e.be<iiiiagHifidif<siire)^; iii'wichli<^d(B|^ tb^- 

&r.i»at(mea$rvboin(ia}>'ib^?d«Btitate^fra^^ inbus^K 
Bitj^.a£ pfliref:ii8^>i t;bat>a}^sitge>aii ihB nature ^ofjout. 
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kow Ittde Imw ht&x koo6mplijdi«d eithet ftr invti^ m 
vdtgicm by the 'dugujitii^ pepaiiee •£ the ««% ^iool^ 
add it is not at all hkjdljy that iioi transfimriiq^ pvBidw 
vient &cfm the parent to-.the^diildy xiiare wiH ke eU. 
feeted, Theve^ mmld^ appear- no way; of diaoiin^n&gr 
tlie cyUs which flow fiomn fcailtjr or crimey bsiiiiedui^^ * 
oating the people, andk thereby gmng^theiaa a ^ilA1ft*^ 
lus tOy and. a reliah fii^ diat elevation of diaaaetex;.; 
vhich T^ulav- habits, and hmoumbfe cecidiict 4#» 
^kiie produce. 

• In consequenee of thefpavochial. system whidi Dr^. 
CfaaibQers tias introduced to the..pari8h.of S^Jaha?a^. 
C^Asg^^,. he is enabled,, he says,, to. sujypoit tmq ilie^ 
l^imate chiUisen,. and^ ihe familiea o£ tbm^ ran-a»^ 
mf husbands, fbc <f 1 l&^6a.. armontb.^ This ii.. 
fUiely jthnft). and not unHke that o£ which »gaitleK 
ii^l»]LonQe; boasted,, when he had learaed a &¥outit«. 
iliaue to live on a bunch o£ straw inlSie twenfy^-fiaur. 
Ik^jUs^ The po<n: animal' died,, howevei^ jus^ whea. 
W. Qiaster oonceixed he hadsucfieedediiLtho expend, 
inent. The I!>ector. also states,, that,, during the opet^ 
ration. of his scheme,, for, neady four years^ only twcs^ 
ty new paupers were admitted on the. rolL I& he 
aware hair' many he- sentb. a-begging in that period E 
J^ he tnay npt be infoniied upw this partieular,. il; 
>is proper to state^ that the books o£ the assoqiatioii jEbr 
eke. suppression. ^f bsgg^ng. in Hawjok show that a 
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MEU&imblie BDiiJiBet bf htgg/^aa (rmi CHasgow called 
heM ifi tibeeouTs&of the jewra ISSS'and 18^, a good 
propoetibn of wU^yie k not unfitic to suj^joae^ might 
bdfn^ to tba farith o£ St JiAsia^ . 
. When Ire aie tbIS 'o£ tHe pModkild fiystem^ being 
in unmnwith the old Scottish treatment of pfniper^ 
iln^ the writar cannot satelj mean to reeoinmend^ 
riiat state' of society wh^ one4ialf*of'the po^jguktion^ 
ok' nearff so^ vere pkupera^ and slaves/ vnd^r the .. 
^urdi and thor feudal, barons. There i>as no assess^ 
ment in those days oextaTn^.. This state of the poor^ 
Imwevei^ in former times, when compased with their 
present ecndition) appears, rather unfortunate for the 
Doctor'^s system^ It sdems more expedient to give a 
regular and mod^ate^sum^o£mG»e]tto theipooc week-^ 
Ify thui.ta hajire them drivenJnto the baron^s court*- 
ya]!d,,li]i£ his|ioultr|i9 to get their fi)6di, aJpractioi} 
common in tfie^Be^fabourhood of Hawick sixty yeaii 
ago ;. ot to haiie them bowing and cringing in the* 
gnrUenajrf'a'oohvi^t, or allowing; them to eongregate*. 
at the church doors after, sermon^ till thanr \»tious pit^ 
tances are allotted them from, a scanty and uncertain 
aaUection^a practko-still inuse. Any «£ t)i^ mode^ 
finr rdieiting the poor wM be found, it is. pmsumed^. 
te halve a gmater demoraitzing tendency, as well as-td^ 
mduce h. tnsre debased servilitj^ of inind, than an5^ 
lihing ibafc eaA' be lauributod |^ libe maintenance of 
the poor bj assessments TWe are suraly few.scen^ 
m nature maralamentidi^ than thikt of old people^ all 
^&<k)Qg li£s o£ laboiit^ MEi^ag W a great man's^ 
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door ib( clMii|y^4>ekaiigiiii|^!l^lwi'p lid|B[MMii%^lbnBpfi; 
plec^ ^4)0^;. -or: wllk«ig«iki|*ni'aevy-aa*' tbn Msdd;^ 
call <i|f a. minktiar: or^^deteoB to gmi'dibro^^CKilpeiitll- 
or two thiliiflgg, j^ioMi»the^']^racedd8««f ^^ftbirdi^^ 
Iect]|lli-»Ay•4ri4$'4]l^faU, 4tke:«ho bftroraeMriyf ^a^fair 
or arsainf dajr^ ^ jCan;^^ 4h$n^<p«lmtfcs^«flPlriih7 iii 
maa«o*ixMidi^ajifdM;pi66|mtioiif^o(.*hiB ihm^td 9U€tr 
a statfl^heieb]^if^i]iu«^-b«t dH^eit^tO'aslt.tf^ 
day ^idBif?,^jCm aajr dikijptend«:iiM)ret4o-$lettiorid^ 
]se,.'0rimakOfhimiM beiOg9<d^i^i^eyi'«haniitO'h44^'9 ' 
theb eMisteiiofi^^^as^itrwere^vdepeikdanhoiKtfa&iapneo. 
of a coBgf€||§^ifnv«||atfiiiay,l^ ihoni'inot^ mon^tba 
whim'of»a^Ier^aaaii^;«i o^ the staipidi|y^4if Adepu 
con,?. . fThi&'(^rdev^o£.parofbial viattera-iB jrioft,< uppa^ 
rantly^; pfiyf^mble to* that "where the p6ori era pfovided 
for by flfl^eannodt ;raBd k^oald M!l»i»»to-'req[uii»(ingf4 
logii»4,a|Buxnenr4nv;Uft iUustrntioi^tere li-b^ef ikv<ici. 
utilUy^kiikidjptaf ^slqpHQrmduoed^o^ tetaUiabed 
np|ioiia4x£rthe peo^ o£thi» c^^ 

We ihra iioU>2AKV^^tfuHplac^'«£'tht |KMf of^^ 
Joha'&:thayuig: le|^ iV ai;yl ge^evtOHpaHflfbc^^ wbefo 
the]r;wi9uld.fae. batter pmvidod' for,, (pt. very/praha^a 
ooQitfreno^j; fifteazi;Only>of .ch^ poor: o&^at parish bad 
left it^. and :tbat. 4«iamjwiiii;ie^. bful cocnorimo ;U\£rGiii 
fithQr)^|Uar|e]«w«>^'FerbapifH.there>iaia^.i&kt^^ haxei <Mi 
the fact^woukLf outOvoiitaUkb igomathHig^ittfa'aUort 
of aoDiraal^vth^ &Uomng> baing -^e usual^way ^ivt 
fiucb mattert.:!. An old tiotfn, .oftj aftplyi^g'foepathk 
relief at HiawidE^iiEa^ adced^^rh^w^ a penon lid^hiBr'ad^ 
\aticed'«pmod of. life:had left a detgHboudttg^'parish^/' 



d by Google 



I^HK MMUlA^Ml' ' foil 

wheife be fadf ^renkyi 9o i^g ?- << It^t iMiedtew la td3 
a lee» Sif ^ I cam hire because ye gPb mak td ^ 
pmr»* was the reply. Tbe' hon^y ib thia^ citse waa 
yftther new. 

' It is difficult to believe, bow fifteen onfy of tbe 
Doctor^s poor bad left tbe parish to look out &r a betii- 
ter livings wh3e twenty-nine bad joined it^ who mismi 
have eome frona comparative abundance,, to share 'tA 
lipparent starvation.. This is not unl&e , a ^ange 
being wrought vn the nature of man ; and as the par- 
tIciikfB which tend to 3bow how such a pbeiiomenofk 
took place are of evident interest^ they ought to be 
nainutely eommunicated to^ the poblicv. 

No subject eaii be less cidcftiliQied to excite mittb 
than the one under diseussioR, but whefir Dr. Chalm- 
ers talks of pauperism disappearing, hj a persieveranee 
in his favourite system, it is difficult to resist a smile;. 
The idea Inrin^ to the recoUection of the reader a 
work, ^ whidi th^orthy Pastor pubKshed some time 
ago^ wherein, by a similar stretch oif tlioughl^he saw 
Britain mAdui commerce ^ gretUy ioeaUby^ cmd 
Jree^ In the prafoit state of things, however, it k 
supposed thai boAi oommooe afld pauplyrism miast 
oontiaue in Ais eouDtry fitr a very considerable pe> 
tiod> and die paixidiial sycttmi will, it k feiur«d> be as 



• See Dr^ ehslmers'^ £9%?^ into Ok Eiitent vA Stebility 
of National fiesooroea. 
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mipoteBt it dimiiiifliliilg Afe evStfof tlie6ti^ asntr 
ium be m pTonAoti^^ tlM benefits d^ the ^theh 

The bdiievets m the.^cacy of the parOfeMal 
fljstem appear to liave lost sight of the influence -o^ 
wiginatjmr.ifi^ that ifaoBaffiLiUn^in^httoini&atltire 
which, wise m'ea'tell ns, is in- unisdti Vkh A'prfoitf 
pie of eVil pb&erVabk at tifties^ throughbbi cre9ititfi|)i 
jet although pec^e of a^danguixM tempetameatii]^ 
nind^inay. OteaaioBallyfoi^f' th^ ^x^tence; of thi^ v 
pnnei]^le» «its consequenees aj^ fas^yvliiid 'tvident^* 
among wKtofa'afe the poveity^tUsease^aiid vAseifjf 
that a>td ifi«ideilt U>»aB^' 

The deacons of the parish^ of Sit. tFohn^ 4BHh§i9 
published reports r^pecting the success tlutatteiiiied 
their "exertions, show, that ei|;hdr the duty Jih^y had 
to perferm was tksjyOi. that they {ook it easily^* yet.« 
although those repoHsl mky ait»Wer tfts. p«tT{iiMe>'foi 
which they Were written, in showing the pi'^ctic^. 
bility of-e^epending. one thilling tfttplaoe'of five oxr 
the rdiefof tfaefpo^r^. siich'documeah^'hxve but a^ 
slender 'bearing, on^the, question, at isi^e^ nkmelf^ 
wh^t^ the misery of ptupers^nd the . e^cp^nae'dC^ 
theii^ minatenanccf are more ISmlfyisd her^iihhosMi 
by a''p^r^Tate or bj; aPooikction. ik tiie diui^ ' 
There' is no asses^ent for the'felief of ^h^vppdrr&r'> 
Ireland, yer poverty and misery and crime are mor^ 
abundanr-itt thamomfcyy-' tfaaynir* ai i y^ "Ofli er^-yet 






* See m*. Chalnen*« PAin}^e^ 
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toowB ,; »' and it la ^Kghly; probable the poor-rat^ 
^U have^cli)e introduced, among the many, fnilk. 
and ^sUter measnres, for aHeviating the sufferings of 
the Iri*.-; When the reverie lii whieh Dr. Chalmers 
indulges shall have abated, respecting his parochial 
System, lie^ "wHl no »doubt perceive that' the diminu- 
tioh of paupers," and the leissened expense of their 
maintehanee are results Aat may take place^ und 
that do talce jAaee, in parishes where assessments 
t^ntiiiue for Thieving die ^oor -; and that in ascribe 
iug the result of the management or apathy of his 
deacons .to the principle of what lie calls the paro« 
chial system, he IS ^ttriburing^ consequence's to a 
particular cause, ihat has no exclusive islaim to the 
ment of havhig produced them, 
^ In these i^servations on the plan adopted in the 
piskrish-of St-Johifs, Glasgow, there is nq,wish to 
conceal the evils attendant on supporting tlie poor by 
assessment, but it is contended, that the mischief and 
misery engendered by tlie lattermode are subordmate 
td those which are inherent in the fonner. Idleness 
and vice, occasionally, are the fruits of hoth systems; 
as when charity is misapplied, the evil consequencea 
are- evident ; .so thai these seem to be ^an ^unavoidable 
drawback on theuseiulness of any mode hitherto act- 
ed (»i for the relief of the poor. The idle and un- 
principled have lio relish for earning their bread by 
the sweat of their brow. THi nne asks for" alms^ 
wherever he is likely to succeed; while the wants of 
riieo ther arejregulated only by the lelief that may bo 



d by Google 



919 mSTORT OF-HA^nC<« 

fiiihia }m Mich. If ^ese premkes 4ii>w aay^lbiiii- 
datioti m trttth, the «}iief p<»ii4 to be aseertaiDad 
«eems to be, wheAer aiiuul raised by vehistuy eon- 
tributun^ or pne raised by assessment^ is most liride 
te*be improperly escpebded; and this wouU appear to 
ctepend moie on the porsf^ns who Mxe entrusted uMi 
the management of the fund than ia the manaer of 
Its cotteetioQ— i-more in the discrimination of the-dts^ 
tributeis than in the money .being raised by. a- poor 
tnbution in the church, or by «a ajssessnsent oa tfa^ 
heritors. If too much money he coU^c^ted &r tfaeie^ 
lief of the poor, .and of course ^Kpended upsproperiy, 
ihe mischievous consequences are evidenfr-HM^ jnatter 
iphether It is rinsed by voluntary contribution or if 
assessment. But if a sum, Kmited^mtime to tiacif 
by the calls of thede^titu^ be levied only, aa e^Ht- 
|;able assessment seems .the fair and:hDnourable,.a« 
well as dbe most efficient method of raising sadk % 
fund. 

^ In the parish pf Hawick, a iewTears^ ago,.the t9ta| 
assessment for the poor was i?ll(X).anmia%, iJEid-finf 
some time past it has been only SGS/^^i^e the xt9\ 
poor are as. well prowtded for by .the la^eraiim 9% 
they were by ihe fornier^ Tfaia saln^iiry.chaiige. ha9 
been brought about too in co-ezistience with the pduH 
ciple .of ai^ses&meift, nor did the managers of the pan- 
per-fund ever once think of having recourse to liie 
charm, of the parochial system, the result being attaii^ 
able, in their esttmatioiVr by a careful examifrntion 4^ 
the persons who applied for relief^ and by an equita^*; 
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\A4 aj^tidiiinenl of tke fimd iathe Tariiras degrees* 
ofiimd wbich were apparent, orthat were aseertaioedf' 
to exist among the poor. 

: Dt. Ghmlmers liaYing resided in. the toim of Haw<« 
ifik foTraome time— (where it may be proper to obi 
senrevhia splendid talents as an orator were first duly 
appreciated)— must be^kware^ from a loeal knowledge 
of the. place, that this diminution of expenditure in 
suppivting the poor is not in consequence of a dimi* 
aished population; on the contrary, while pauperism 
bos been abating, thenumber of inhabitants has been 
uninteiruptedly on the increase^ Iti the eity of Car« 
lisle, where ihe. English poor Jaws are in operation, af 
reduction of the expenditure in support of paupers has 
Saked place to a gveater amount than that just allud-' 
ed' to in the parish ttf Hawick ; neither hits the paro- 
thial system had any thing, to do with the altered,, 
slate of matteis in that place ;• the impfovement hav* 
iBg been aecotnplished through the select vestry law,' 
powecs b«ug giwen by that Act tot the appointment 
of nielli C^npeteilt to the manageiltent of thie poor, 
and wh6 have j^ interest in t^^ prop^ distribution of 
the parish^&nals^ as well as a^blic duty to perfonft 
itt scrupuldttdiy' enquiring into* the cilcumstances oT 
every applicant for rdieR tt is i^erstood, that in' 
sevesal parities' in the south of Seollatad the same re-^ 
Bwlis have been pzbduoed by i^ilaf means, nam%, ' 
Ixy a:diligent e!XiBinii»tion.t>f the ittdmdunl oases of 
pauperisi6, and a«onsequent equttaUe distitbution of' 
t^e fu^dy by peisons who havesome kno^^ledge of the- 

8 js 
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m willing to tale Rome ,l<ouUe ia tlie mmagemeoe 
of its a£Biii8. . 

,. When the eleqitent ;piiofea60£, in defence of Iris 
pasoehial systeni, telliB us^ that .the poor h^ve a>s«£. 
ficient saferguard. against want in the .iinfiiioed vfm^ 
patiiies of o\ir natuie, he might he aaked^ how^danie 
the poor-hiws to be introduced^ if mankind loe s«^ 
Qhai^i^le.as is suppofledi? JSnrdythe Doetov^had 
forgotten a ^Dumber .^f important things when he 
i«entured on the abonre assertion. He has heard howr 
diffi<^ttlt it.ip for a jrich man io. ^% ^ heaaen-i^hoy 
<x>mm«n.« pr^tioe it is tO;grtnd the. faces of die poor 
— how.ffequently the limited means^ofihe charitable 
are ^coinjpbiined .of— and how ,ioften the. wacked aie 
numerous, «afid wea}thjr» and great: in power-^-^ail 
which militate ^t^n^j >agaii^ ■ his firtourite u&. 
^^^parochial s^stclDi. . Althoughi tbb xespectafaic 
clerg]Fi3Min. oantiotbe aoeuHtd q£ mfdciz^ Ase'of ^<.a 
jungle of worii^ w^iipb . ^Vtvey \ao ideas^^-^one of 
Th6mas Paine^s Jibekron Mr. Bu2ke)^^yet^he;<is so 
iimehin Jbe hahit'^ jshithi^g his literary ^usioiis 
i^ the ricb^ gsrb;<|f Joetaphor and harmonious phia« 
seology, thafft^e sovmdness or.sc^histiy of hnikrgu. 
qiex^|.e9cap^ detection sometimes, tlvougb the musi- 
cal )imlliiinCy of lis pjeriddst « In the ind^tigaUe 
opposii^oQ to the poor-laws diqdayed by Doctor 
Cbidmers and his party,' ^ wherein dbey ararM^baiged ' 
with attempting to remore the last stay/tif i^ de$ti- 
tute^ need' they b^remindtdiia tbe.piesent d^TV^that 
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ancient errors anJ modem tvutbs are constantly dash- 
ing in almost every department of human afibirs ? 
That Hume, Gibbon* Byron, & Co. have rent one , 
piHar on which the social fiibsic has stood for many 
centuries.. ithat'Mr^ Oirenrand hn votaries have pro- 
tested i^inst the mischievous tendency of altnost 
c^ry institution, whether civil,. rcK^ous, or political, 
under which men. at present live.- That while one 
philosopher is defending the wisdom^nf our ancestors, 
another is showing to demonstration, that wisdom in 
most things, either in moral or' physical science, is 
df recent e»stence, perhaps only dawnfng: lii flne^ 
when society is so constructed,, tftat workmen and 
their employers are placed in endless collision 'and 
hostility, the master not being able- from his profits 
•n trade to* aftrd wages on which a workman Wilh'a 
family can procure the necessaries of life; surely^ 
in such a disordered' state of matters, it will occur to 
the advocates of the parochial system, that the pre- 
sent period is not welf chosen for trying an experf- 
ment oil' the last resource of miUiotis of a har^ 
wrottglit,^ perplexed, and'patient people/ ^ 

■ /^ - .^ v - • . 

\) ' • -^ ^^r^ > 



d by Google 



t816 i^iaroEY <>f hawick. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

DocTon Chalm£r& boasts, that he rciduoed'the:pii^ 
peis of the p^ish of St. Jobn^s to a small immb^ 
and individuals^ in many cases, to the aony pitjfeaiiioe 
of idnepeuce a-weekr^ Had he been enabl^ .(9 
boast, that by his writingsrhe had reduced (he pri^ 
of oat-meal to one «hil]ing a-stcDe^ or that he h#d 
employed his ^lents to show the practicability of ihe 
measures that would produce such a bles^ oonsnm- 
mation, the attempt would have placed a bright*^ 
feather in his- cap, and been more in unison with. his 
calling. In any scheme for diminishing tl^.eyils ^f 
pauperism, care ought to be taken th&t the cart is 
not put before the horsey as, when this caution is not 
observed in ordinary cases, every project in violation 
of it is denominated an absurdity— yet a number of 
the modem nostrums for the disease of poverty, and 
for ameliorating the evils of the poor-laws, are not 



* See Dr. Chalmers on Pauperism. 
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I iiutlike patting the cart be&re the horsa B^bte the 
^bsf .prop U removed, on whijeh the ppor workiikg 
: man has been accustomed %o, lean, whega a^ or mis<« 
:.J(Eirtune opme upon him, he ought to be hear4> an4 
^allowed tp have fair play. B^feife hft » deprived of 
.^the u^)|4 paiM)chialreU«A he;shpttld surdy have. been 
ptac^j i^L circut||Btanae9 isiii&leki, byTfrugalind^^ 
. be might have hadf if iii hi«.l>e«^i' tt^pfi^wde^gainiit 
■. the a(i^rse.ooi>liiigeiieite idflife. It is a notocious 
^;&ct| tlHjPb almost every necessaiy article of food is 
tt^irtually^rohiibked ?from being i^ipocted into . th^s 
^.Gountryr by which the e9(pet)s^- of beeping a family ^ 
., doused, and by which the landowners repi^ivesa 
. doijil^le rent fo^ their li^. This.is a state of things 
. fiUm which it would aj^pear difficult to ascentain who 
^ are the real pauper9 thai, bear heaviest^on the indus- 
, try of the peoplchrth^ u&fortwiale bdagpi who receive 
^ a» pittance fijon^.the p^rishy o« another descripUon of 
, Unforiiifi^i^esr. who Replaced on the poor-roll, of 
tl^e jstate^-^or th« IfHadowners^ whom ihe com^law» 
. have absolagitei^ ma^ paupers on the income of the 
worliingxlasaes^ ;Tbe time isi iipproadiing when the 
people and the government; will JocA at the parkb 
. paftiper and the state paupecy and Ac lended pauper 
through the same mediuaiy and will' eonoeiiie them 
. to be equally pri^udiciaL t» the welfare vai character 
. ef the country. The p^isitm^t exhiUfts the names 
•fa multitude of meri^rioiui individuals, whose ser- 
vicer of various j^inds ^ye been UbemQy and justly 
lewarded ; but it shows^ at th« same tiine, how the 

S £ 3 
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puUic money is thtowH; away upon idle andvorthless 
ayeophants, who crowd around the government, either 
p^sonally or by proxy, for a share of the loavea and 
fidies, and who loll in a lazy pauperism on the nar- 
tional revenue. While this class of paupers are b3- 
letted in such numbers on the taxes drawn fixmi the 
labours of the-peopIo-«4abours by which alone capital 
is prodMoed, taxes raised, smd wealth accumukited ;: 

' it is surely hard, in such €)ircvimstanees, that a poor 
woi^ijig man, when overtaken with poverty, old age^ 
Iff deistitution, should not have: a right anywhere to 
call for relief.. He is denied the ike of cheap bfead> 
' Iqr the laws of his country, that the prc^rietors of land 
may live in state. His tea, coffee, and sugar, toge^ 

' ther, cost him nearly three prices, by the same au- 
thority, in order that a few m^chanta and plantei^^ 
who trade to and from the East and West Indies, 
;may be able to kedp their heads above water. He is 
deprived of the uase even of cheese, butter, &e. unless 
at a cate ri^gulated by prohibitory duties ; and with 
these cruel restrictions on the comforts of cheap Itv- 
jkng, it is proposed to withdraw the poor-rate fiom a& 
unfortunate class of our species, who, in a country 
thus situated, must necessarily include a Consider- 
able prppprtion of the community. * 

'^ But it seei^ the gieat evil of the poor-laws is tiie 
ri^t which the working man, when b^ becomes des- 
titute, ist^undcfstood to have on the parish-iinida'by 
tJie principle of assessment. This right, the oppo- 
, -»oat&o?3Sfe?:sj«eQt FrtVt is ro alanricgly xnischt(?%'ous,, 
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•that it paralyses every bodily exertion, arid vitiates 
every faculty in the mind ; and that a working man 
is'B^dUced from the comforts and independence which 
industry holds out, by the prospect of tdtimat^ly com- 
ing upon the parish for the rdief that is given to pau- 
pers. This argument, when examined, it is presum- 
ed, cannot in the nature of things have the weight 
that has been often attached to it. Admitting this 
right of a poor man to demaiid relief^ it iis tnet like 
every other individual rigfat-#4-namely, by ihe rights 
of histneighbours, (in this case mani^^eis.of the poor), 
who tell him, they will allow him pniy what they 
think proper, and they act accordkigly* This, sure- 
ly, does not appear particularly calculated to seduce 
a working man from industrious habiss. The >work- 
ing eksses in Scotland, informed as they are at this 
day, must indeed think lightly of such a right. But 
suppose this state of matters abrogated, and :the pa- 
rochial -syfitcm introduced in ks placxs^ the poor nMin 
can make the same demand on the ehnrch cofiections^ 
seeing that these were absolutely ccilected for his re- 
lief; and his Application, too, in this case, would be 
supported by those who contributed irbe money. If 
this view of die two modea of suppfwtmg the poor be 
any way conreci, the parocliial system has no appa« 
rent claim to preference. 

With all deference to these persons who imagine 
that the supposed right of the woricing classes on the 
poor«cate is so destructive of their morals and charac- 
ter,, it is.submiuedy that^ upon a dose examipatiaa 
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of tUe subject tlit» ng^l^will be^fbtraid of «iiefi u n«- 
' galive DAturev ands^miiped iip with poverty and mi- 
serj^ that;» when theimprovingstataof flooiety is €»h-^ 
sida;ed> it is aft Ukely to fall graAofiy ihl» desuetude, 
as it is to^ iooreasertho lUHUber on the poor-foll; • ^S3ie 
wodkiag populat2bnH»f Seatlaiid^ whaane s^Ie to/entf r 
the; lists widi ^thm empbj/ers iti a dispute affieeting; 
tbe rise and fiiUr oi wagsil^ and whose vie'Ws on this. 
snbjeot (thpi^h in soiti^'uistanQes erroneott^ evinee 
a degree of i«fieetio» and ndependenee vt mind^ 
which: has made -ut in^pcessioD oh die legiskttnire, do 
not appear to«part4:e-mtteh ofithe malarials of whiek 
the candidates fos panpemm are foimed.^ Ttr take 
another ^w oftbe ftnbjeet, andiodimttjif^f the mis- 
chief that is. supposed ta be entailed «tr^tl^woi4iiig 
classes by the: r^ht thr)F claim on the parish funds,, 
persolto e£ that dessription who. wiOf draw^ most iredyr 

- n^n thia.yigbt aie not likely to hie dte&atedfnim their 

• purpose, by its being withdrawn, becafUte^^^God be 
. thanked,, they can beg;." This is llie final Tosmrceojt 

* miseryv-and as the pntctieO' o£ publio' begging is with- 
out an adfocate at the present day, it does not; seen^ 

' necessary toi offer anr argunaent agaitost diis defence- 
""less coroHary attached to the parochial system'. 

- There is another apologetiedl eircunntance con* 
neeted with a legal provision for the poor by aSteess- 

' sietttf, and which must gafar to establish^e right of 
.the destitute firr relief— nam dy,. diat in most eases 

' wb»!e a workiBg man comes upon the parish fbf sup- 
port, from old age OK ioability t» labour, it is proba- 
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Ue were tbe bakiiee but'repftid that bar been ttiiquT- 
toiisly extorted from him in the price of his food, 
throu^ the operatioii of die laws aibctinj^ the im.. 
portation of almost eveiy iiediesaary of Mfe, it would be 
more than equal to his wants, or to any alkrwanee 
(that is usua],I]r given from the parish funds* 

That landlords should eomplain of the pressure df 
the poor-rate, and be disposed to act the part of cur- 
mudgeons to the poor^ is natural enough^ aiod only in 
unison with the meanness that mafce» them eltng with 
-such tenacity to the com Jaws ; but that a Christian 
t Minister should be foimd abettbg tHem^ and ad vo- 
icing the repeal of statutes which provide for tbe 
support of the destitute, seema not so analogous to 
'the divine precepts of his Master. 

The parochial system of I>r..<ChaIin€rs, iadeed, 
when taken in conjunction with the national order of 
things, exhibits any thing en its face but the exac.t 
-features of Christianity, notwithstanding the eloquent 
- apcdogies of its advocates— «yet. were the scheme as 
pregnant with utility as some people suppose, *it 
would stSect but feebly the prineipie of relieving the 
poor by. assessment. The same suiplus &md must 
have remained in tbe ceffiHrs of the parish of St. 
John\ as does now^ * ^though tlie assessment had 
b^en in operation, provided-the same parsimonious ri- 
gidity had been observed in distributing the money. 



-" See Dr. Chajmeiv^ Paniphiet* 
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.There are no ajdems nunre evident and'tnte tha« 
thcac thar,^ wkgrb^Uitie U tQ*be(giveiHWoaff^a>$maU 

Jund onhf uneuMOfry to ifphced in Hut hofoda of 
the duirilniier'^^^md thaii when a lar^.;fund,is 
fnaje- omMableJimpiMic ute^ Ae cMnumi^ roUl bfi 
numeroiis. These pesuiona not being diej^tiJi^ 
parlieidarl ji in the ntoagfinent of paupers,. ^ main 

. queMion seems te^be not hew the fund is te be ruisoiy 
butfhpw.it is te be paid away. Not so mueh who 
shaft mitnbttte: to the rcfUef o£ the poor, as what is 
the.pnnciple thatrou|^t tO'gutde the distrib^tida of 

. the money.. H ^w vieir of tho subtest be ooixeot, 
the jiiisrochiid'^syateih/ ^ has-.searoe a leg to'etand up- 

von.^ It would appear {dainto the most ordinary uift- 
derstanding, that the Bianagers of the poor in the pa- 

.risb of St.. JbhhV ^t&ig on their own. prijieiplea^. 
would have expended tlse same suraa onrthe same 6b» 
jects, and' itt .the same limited manner,, no. matter 
whether tfia cash had baen supplied h^ the contribiv 
tions of the eongvegation,- by nscpsment of the heri^ 
ter^s, or by a grant ftonv the Chaneellor o£ the Exche- 
quer. The essence of il^ question, thercfore,.eviden^ 
ly. is,. WHO A»£ TO AB-B]LLiEv.Ki> .^ and this seems 
to have little moie eonneaupn with how the funds 
should' be railed than the income of a bishop has to 
do>.with'abmmoB sense-r^a discriminating and eqm« 

. taUe. management of thfr pariah-funda faeii^tthe desi* 
deratuin to. he attained. 

In raising a- fund fiir Ae maihtenanee of tbr peon, 
it also seems preper; tbek XMS^ shpuld be attended 
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Hi. The parochial syAten, however, does fiot -appear 
CO square well either with die principles of jmtice or 
expedienK^. Is it iM>t more oeimsteAt with these ia 
assess property Ssr the support of the pooc, ithan to' 
extort immey inJbrfHa pauperis*-^(}co}leed%ns in the 
church beiifg in most cases . nothing el5^—-^nna a 
pindied, thou^ willing, 'congregation ; . a great pro- 

» p<lrtion of which are often £ctle better situated in pe- 
oumary matters than the poor th^ are caQeii^ upon to 
assist. When an elo(pie$U'xi^&tgfman makes ,4m ap« 
^fll to his hearers in behdf of the destitute^ there is 
Jitfle danger of fiiilure"; and wlien ^h^poor of his pft- 
xish are few, they may thus be tolerably provided for : 
but when a minister with less tact and talent, and a 
more numerous ,poor to provide for, has no ether 
mode of relieving them, what is likely to he the con- 
:aequence? The working classes of this country ought, 
assuredly^ to have something less contingent to look 
1^ in, old age ^r misfoctune^ audit is to be hoped fhe 
people of Scotland will never have to witness, to any 
extent, the inhumanity of such^ a systena. 
, ..Church 4Xillections«re.£Qequent enough for other . 
I^jkrposes'than the rdiief tof ^e poor, as what with one 
^ooimUav^ contribution and anotbec, the goisd people 
in some.parts'of ^heiOHmtry are :8eldom aUowed to 
have their Jmnds out of stheir poeket& At' one pen* 
od, a call is made for money to convert' the stubborn 
IsraeUtefr^^-at another time, a sum .is requested to 

. £r0%ht a vessel to the islands dT the ScNilfh Sea, with 
a cargo of pries^ catechisnui^and foHnnlftS\:'iie);:t itH^ 
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hrwv 8 oolkdioii for BiU^ to HigUimderB and Irish 
e«thbUo8, nhe wo«dd take it lander, prc^Uy, weie 
wt to ahm theBi how thqr conH si;^pt>rt their £uni- 
lies* Then monies an appeal in behalf of some be- 
nighted Tiicks, orCalmucks, or Huns, who having 
hMxd of Britbh beoevolencet are ooyetous of partici- 
pating in a Aaie of it. These are thin^ wfai^ may 
be said, to be of erefy day ocoi&rrence, and will, of 
«iiine, prevail for. a season, Ul^ the cn»MMles that, 
lo^g ago preceded them* * 



' f Some df tlie religiftus societies \n this countiy bavb &t pre. 
8^nt agents in Ireland, vh^, in propa^ting th^ir tenets amon^ 
the catholic populatibn, appear to have nearly ceased U^ing 
barmlefs; and it is very probable, tbit Oovemment wiH hare to 
give afahit on this subject, in the proper quarter^ ty and bye— . 
It was in Qoseebilj exhibitxoa that was lately witnessed in Ire- 
land^ A ipuibKc meeting was beid to discuss the propriety - of cir- 
ci4a(^ing-^ tbe> Bible without <:iencal onootatkm or comment, and 
as the business .{irooee^ed t^tampafty cfsMiert was drawn up 
abound the lioa^ The. ^Hf^MOmtA^UA&p, who was in the 
thair^argiie<^that theBiUe ought to be' circulated without 
coinmenft. . A CalliDlifi bishop replied».<* No^ my Lord, andibr 
this ona-resson amtm^ixaiBgr^^wBre die Bible tHi^SciAnt of itself 
fetheiiistnuetion of the peopketwha't is1» bedome of yoaandX 
ai^.eur nufa^mis lir^thven^?'* This iwas'iitliera puzzling art- 
; gvwe^t tchhare oo^ iWm a^a^plibi a|i4 it s^medi: toJwve made' 
some im|)re88ifm on hia h^^rsy 9$ the chaijrmaa ImmedHktelx . 
dissolved the.meeU|i|^ - 



d by Google 



THE JOQJBLrJJk.yr.S. ' flJjS 

The people of Scotlaii^ i^i^reii^uniiwdiLKtdjr iiitk iin 
exhibition, rather in the dramatic sljile, tdl^vy mm^ 
neyfrom the beneyol^t for the p^rpofe of.ieaKJMXfg 
iieaf and Dumb Children to cqnvens0 with one an^- 
thei-t and to enable them, in a, partial uaiinery to. hold 
some sprt of communication with the world, although 
it is difficult to perjceive how any more^could bedonft 
in either of these cases than Nature has already a<^- 
complished, without the a^ of scholastic instrnctioa 
*— nor does it appear that the ,pipjecte4 education ©f 
these children is at all likely to alter their destiioatiiKn 
in life, lor to make them more useful m .society,' '.In 
several places, however, and in Hawick among the 
rest, sums ef money have been collected for the teach^ 
ing of one pr two deaf and dumb boys or girls, ,that 
would be sufficient to afford a go6d educaiion tJD all 
the popr children in the parish for a quarter of a 
ccTitury. ; . . ; - 

An institution for the education of the deaf and 
dumb is certainly praise-worthy, in so far as my atv 
tempt to supply what Nature,iias withheld can be so, 
but to assess di^ small comjfnupity'wrtha v^lmiiWry 
contributi9a to the. amount of two^ or thr^ejhaadred: 
pounds, for the purpose of teaching T)^ obildren toi 
read and write, • appears to be a p^vel jaMMte* !• Mf r 
the least of it, of expendii^-auch a aum.^'^olii the: 
school for the deaf and dumb^ i\i^ c^il4i6n ave taugjkt * 
religion, we arc'told, .and that they mustteye been : 
ignorant on this mpmen^tous subject hadrit.^ot l«en : 
for the discoveries of Mr. Kinniobn jg^" wnj,- % few t 
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mheir. Wiikjfl Mpcelfer ^at graileiMn and kk 
£m4iv^]spokltfmal•^e^MuL The associates^ txf 
$he. Mnfortiiwite iiidividiiats who axe deprived of 
apcachand liearu^-gmamy ^ffemsnt a<ioount of 
the mailer. Akhough Mo of the most pTecioits fa- 
Ofiltiesof hmnani^ hmvd heen denied Mo that portion 
of our«pe<ieiy diejr daily bcluiMiiie magni&eenee of 
orea^on^ they obsenre.tbelnrth, esistence, and dealb 
of their -feUoiMsreatiires, while th^ haj^uness and mi- 
sery .4»f. their neii^boms^ase placed in ^son&tant altar- 
nation before their eye9» all which necessarily dii?ect 
the mind to ibe Great First Cause, and roust jntK 
duce that xeli^ous awe asd devoUon which ^e deaf 
and dvmb -are ^nown to possess, asid which ^eir Cre^ 
atot, no doubt, has implanted in their seals. Do the 
toacheft of these ^hildifio imaf^ne, that the salratim 
of their pupik depends upon amode of instruction so 
xeeent, ? Were it s<^ what must iiave become of the 
deaf and duniii^ prewioos to the labours of Mr. Kiiie 
ninbineghJ^ 



* "I^.fevevendadtgoeateitflibepasfl^ 
iBgawaxe of the mnnerom caBaupon the unSnced 
ajAnpaUiiea of our nature, aa wdl aa die equally nu- 
metous apfisals to imrvaonty in^tbia age of aHxani^ 
iBeat% grid«nuff-b(i3Besy;ntferoi^ swoida, 

and dorieal gowns, dioiddhaveiKmdered xncwe pro- 
famdlytban he appastato havediiie, before^ recom- 
xnaoded th^pevpetttalomintenaneeof^^^ fiom 
thehaci^ariiff^ 'AtiNls of a: wnrtcikig qpe^lei who/aio 
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f^ucksepfit^betw^n taxatieii'ind voHrmary^ tbimJi^ 
butionji Uifll;, like Tikntaks, though tlie good Utaijgtf 
of tbi» world we iii< their view^ tl^y nte ever,. iBoiAe^ 
how or. otlier^ k^ out: ctf their iMieh*' 

Fr did nQt» req^uire^ the geniiw of Bh Gh«]iners tdf 
show that paupeet8C6ii».i0i evil, o^1^ the ftfihr&g: 
of indiscriminate relief 4a thatdiMrtioii>{iiereanB*llffr 
mschief. Almsgiving or <A»rity, in. seane peo{de(r' 
has- more the appearaaee of'a.dtseBS&*^baxi'Of aw iuit» 
fiaansting from a wdUdigeated sense of duty ;^ m9l» 
mdividuals not? being ikwite l]ia^.iti {wportiaaafiit^ 
considerate charity 4fc>pniatiMl, or r as almsg»mig pn^I 
wk,. paugerisBA aad' iitedio%<^ will iocvease*^ AI^- 
diough these pjensises seeilfeirfimnded on ex]9enette0/ 
;et the wiints 4if theteaBj pocv tniirt brpni^dod fit r 
and while diffieuttiQi:*taa7 oeciiirin parlSctdar i^aami^iL 
iriien idle^ieiss and miiiftrtii^^ a»suaie tlte ssome g«rB,* 
and when a eommctn share Q&-observttdcflar oaniipi Ai^ 
|tm^ as^rtain ' the abla^lusel}» foA ftom ^u s^emilt^ 
ly so, yet th^re'the^dbtj^ of^liie sattonai and l|i!iMtl€^ 
portion of society, seesos jao way doiibtfuL . litii^Mt^ 
iypirfevaUe that two xi6uniij^fUi8f^}MrKinv^ po^ 
fsoehiAl relief, jtbr'^wedi oe^l^, than tbtitonc^'diMir^u 
lag dbjeol of chsility idMnldibft denied it'^ Bi»ter t^» 
gvfll^ eseafpsrihan otte innoae nfe gsrao u sdKr^' itiimgf- 
ffaat even in this HotU*' detection dimost xnvAiialify 
fiiUows i4(|postufe^'>imd^pttnSshnieii^ aild mkAvfuik 
tim peQiSBSfy ea ono^ ne nc BS^^ of aitme./ : . } 

Ug^^ wbolft irwtMOdmppfear, fihmi^anf 1%lii: 
tbat 0119 hfkiifmiii^^ 
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9M HISTORY OF HAWieX. 

If ay the funds fer the maintenance of the poor are 

raised) unless^ thejr are expended wirii diserhnniatioix 

and equips the distribution <tf the moiiej mnst havtf 

a ihisdiievous tendency, and the- number of^pauper^ 

wiltinmase; . The managera of the poor of the pa-« 

riih of St»'Jofan^8 and their ^distinguished Leader 

may amuse the pnUic with tjie suppoised excellence of 

the parodbial qrstem ; jet;* it is pi^iimed, they will 

diicoiver in a short timeytharthe remedy recommend^ 

ed in theirr wisdom for tlife evi) of panperi&m will be 

lanaTailing) and, 'Uke the i«np6tent recipe of an em* 

pixiek, wfll leahre liitF^dMeite^ MslHit^^ 

. The ettreof ]M«pemib5 0rev<in"aiiy near a^ro:il£.' 

mation to it,, would appear to di^p^d m measures of* 

9 difiexent di^acter thai eilh^Mr. Seark¥t\ dr Mr^ 

Kennedy^ Bill, or ih«n'the'paHehiat system of Bit' 

Ghahncirs.' ^Edntetion, frbndiy^soci^ies, and cheap 

Uving, seem becttt.cal0iilaiMd«a remote thepropen*^ 

siiy - to poiisperiim' Aat exists amenrg a portion t>f iiie 

wotM^ classes- than imy of tHe sitperfieial ^tcBu 

w^H^i: tha€ has, ibir some lime, b«e»ii|tiempted,' to ef- 

fieet'tt remnral ^i&the ev9. Edweatioii begeta m the 

miMs:^^ the people st^dotftio'fiMr knowledge, «>d ifi^ 

^rilHgefseief: Xbm, infiheir tiMfi; di^ose and ettabII^ 

menti^ emiii«le:tfaeirsnperiors,'aa w^ll as to percerri 

aQ4l 'appreciaile the Value \sf -efaffraete^, and iik HigL 

idiiy ol:^Mependenee. r Ohi»p. itvi]i»g^ or thint state 

of society in whidr^the workttig'^n can prd^ure iik 

Useetsaifea ^%f tifr by;ttibdefitt<s labi^aH patr-it i^ 

his ^wff ft^^iqt »fi«**»%4n 4«ttei»'dreitei9gtd*t 
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flliled to^sove atnidl fMuet^of hiseiinimgs^^ liy tip' 
4ig3iiQat -mi&tifftviie or warn of iieakli. PrMndly S^ 
pieties ..aaee depontariet o£ the aavfiigs of incbitfyV 
■«ad«rf,^effai^ dir mosfriiMfat ittitttMatifl^ wKiSfi 
ibuMied on Boimd pr&Mifdes^ blchMi^'faiMi- 

disoowrad' among medi Ib.» bimiiYwpcittf like 
mmkm^wxamytiinm time to tiine^ lodge thepitlMKse^f ' 
Hii Mviogttluit mm eSBOtuaUf protect »: ftniljr 
jgainsi theeecftsiotiftl eontoqticnci^rwttidi^^it pMi- 
liiioed^ bjr tile firtiiorlt inab^y talaboor i iriiiloviwiti- 
4m ofdunry slum of piudwee^helMglili^alio, bf 4k»- 
mum iVMUMv-MDni^ to>-tgna8fll|la. H M daii iit e a li M imn? to 
.•opport tbe fi;»iliifiai ol.oii>a|fe.. 
. MoMwei of ibe: abovo^tlotciipCMiy.ft s^tvtMdiMily. 
)iMr&ittovo Ii]Bel3fHt»4AiitetlM'pn«ineof tbopoov-MMiri^. 
and toJbfnndi paitpemn aaad twdicity iwm-tlio kmi,. 
«and, at aU* ev9i«li^ aMn ^btttsr aaita^ te ieswMig 
die p> attiire of tte .oney aitfvdnBai p ia hn i g tfair prtaaiu 
4aoe .of ifea ialifor» witfv the wnimy} and^nae liiat tA- 
law in thm tftm^^n^^Htif Aang^iii tlia) oMda aiV 
.edUefllii^pjMHMikliMi^ -Wliat midd ttef 
Ftofmrnt of Moyil Fbiioatphy ihUi aC dM 
JWtt w«mhi laaatoMad <to aaiiiiiioMnaa af A9^«0||^ 
Jiy. yolttntavf Q6«triiaHi<Mit ?: 5%at^i4iaii¥>alb<ka'€i»^ 
AHnatiMe|M»« 41% ^aij|^,,ai k hj^w^mmmci^ 
4ibf t|at tba f omimm af irijitwa ;hM»> » JMitar 
Ih^p : S^ iMf. iliiMil dbffftlia mAkaf^kmm a«* 
jiNr eoiMr]f b^N^ an ikfa .yiafcp ralii>>:rii«a #id<f» 
^JwyjimjM Jbi Mli^ JkMri: lib ^MMf^ Xiia 
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{Ajrsml capabxIUies^ tbe eonsliltttionat coufiirttiatiini 
iUid habits of meo^ fit or tiafit then for lidk»ur ia 
varioiift vajs^ idiiefat at limefl will aeoiraat for ^e poi. 
yer^y of a working Baaa't fiunSy ;: umI henoe aho tkft 
^^xation asA UsAmsBy too^ aftea obaerred m a clifie»- 
.«lit scale of li&y itbea a limited share only of BMntal 
capainiy or diaoretion is lodged nt tfie bead of ' a 
;&inil]^ A xB^iviay. kaw been f «t K» a eattiag or a 
i^iafenian he dislikea, oe the daiiea^if whid^^ he eaa 
imt iUfer&rm-;^ ,whik anodies^bjc a*nore favoured 
oaniBelvuiism of bedjt and intellect, ieqaaliited to make 
^ way iik.tbib wesU ^n^aii^ Miiatfoii-^tlme are 00- 
icucreooea witnessed daily^ though dbo o^MiKttts of 
the poor-laws seem to.fasfti2^-tbrai'iaot» tlMe gendo- 
men baimg imhsbed aomr nbtieiis whiirii appear 
jmove of tk smpraiapiomm^itM thaii^oC.thkigs aa they 
jae*. .Whea die- wodcii^^ auia haa wiiitaken hie 
tiade^ ^ fMveity ie e^taii cbaang 'hiia itr view ;^ sa 
.tbatwhea diseaaeier ohLageanfitabtm'fer S.boisis 
.be se«ns.diiBBti&ed la eonie «v the pariah absitet as a 
jfipakter-: of eonrse. Nor waaM i^ often be^ mach 
.atlMeiiHse wiih a sapeffTor oifde#-of soeiot)^» dai the 
hm Mt psotaei Aem from mitrfbmMe. Should a 
ickaigjBnah baie austaken WstMcde, bt^k eoiifiMrCBibft 
aaiUaslipeBd^-thiiaj^ h& ebaaah aaay he efiipty.r«^ 
.Whea a mitttaay nab aiakeaa mkii^easf thia kmd^ 
ha sella* oat or retwes o» haM^^ \ anfid,^lien the 
seiH imdaelaims oftWaobHi^ aadgeiittj'^ d<^ 
n^i]tf iadiietnf or Yihttt, they ave oca6amiwllf|pIiaMI 
^kOmmmtM Hi «hie^eiatft:^^9biiilr wm^^gkim^^ 
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ing eeeisartenoes vkieh the ewmtiy has to bear up 
agaiost^bauig part andparoel of the national economy; 
wad baw the inul atny; of ibe working aaan should b^ 
takoB from hun^.whil&thlti of theothem is su&ted 
to'iienMiitv aeems not nuNPe- at variaBoe^-with the <}e« 
dnctiona of neasoa thou k is hostile to^oTerf feeling 
pf hMn^tjK 

A gveat deal too much has been said, cert^mlr„ 
j^iotti the demoridization and serviNty of mind which 
the prospect q£ jetiringon the poor-rate begets amptig 
$k# : markings dassesw The Locd Glianc^lknr r^%He$ 
4m a-jpeiwi>in» wd atatesmvi on fr sinecuce^ np^ and 
iiifn» aAcP moderiite. aesviees.. Naval and miUtary 
officers sii:^do^m ia a sinocureyor in the governpr^iif) 
.9^ a .^imon at tMnea^ without baiwg n^ expeotai- 
iiofifroU' the futurer htsto^iea of ^eir coniUcy. Th^ 
junior ^.branahea .oCtho; anatoovaay .ase j^yominent ia 
fhe Med^Bookf although 'm. h. frQ%tten% no easf. saatf 
tec to- acysount ia a ^tiftfaotov]^ way iba their nani^ 
jbaving; gs^ thero^ The pnUip seKV{|nt6^ ficom th^ 
(chief justice to aaesBtise officer^ and doAioi taa private 
soldier,, ave pcovidcdforwhen. no longer able;^U)ouf 
p^ thcH^vocatipiiyand even Jack Kalch when arrived 
at snpmainuaiioa baa a claim fivva stJtry^- Whej^ 
j»ll tbafo thinga^are (Gowd^vedvil^seewia ija^herbavd 
that: making' »«en should bi^ snypo^ to, he the oslj 
.dasa in, aoa^i^y wb^becomov^eiyioil^ified .upeai»|iriiig 
iW), <h8W>if»» ff(.^ t|»?j|ki9ip«lffl^ fiKui» 
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*3S Hn^rdnt or HA\<r^tK» 

bodily exertions and debase Kig mind. P^^ wb^ 
argue thus, or iiSak^ tfssi^iottfi itr chfe >tty, ^M|MBrt 
hajM mistaken V and it "mil be found, p»bba%Iyv tHat 
• an equal, if not a greatef^ degree' of deiri^iAcigdtm;. 
servility/ and nisdiirf isentttiliNi on dH^ istmsitty by 
Ihe relief which is aibiraleli ^rom tb^ viiritous pd4r:rtf]b. 
of the state than by that- which is grant^ frdDA tlie- 
paiish-fiinds. " 

Ahhou^ the fact sterns indtsputuble in tHe itetufe 
af things, Mill: it may 'be necessary to tefotar. Dr.. 
Chalkbeg^ atid tiie lanclowtiers of Seaiknd^ tlitit the 
gteat body df the wbrkbig gopubM;ion of thii'eotihfiy. 
desgtse relief from the jlodr-rate, and look. u>p>itir oa- 
ly as^the dtmier resbri of misery. It is kno?m.that- 
pauperism fil a partial' et^il, (atvleaat in Scotland)^ a 
'fiort ofihereditary disease,. which is oan^ned to'certaihi 
fiimfliea both in»the highor and lower ranha of aoioie.-- 
ipfj bttt tBat. the xnasB of tho: pecj^W Ulee '' the main. 
^axekmct the cotM^tHtionHure seukid.^ li se^ma evi^ 
flent, howeiFer,. that wKile the evil ^ntinaea ftahion* 
iMe aiibilg tfae^hi^^r>oidefs,.the woAuig nian!s dis^- 
Hte tft> i^alfisb rttief must gradually b^ ai>ating/ %4^ 
pauperiMti-m )i%h4ife^. therefore, be daDOuneed'aBd 
^ an enl to. Let the people be- eduaated i&id-iii* 
S)rnied,.and feii'thtilirtter purpas^, lei soliodlaaakeri- 
he better, csidewed;. a«kd taibjeet . to^ JMer^rMMonta, «6 
Weil intAjfet^ t» this iiiilj^arilmf of rAigOmiUmB i^ 
(bti ifrem/aa tiir'die i)^ode-ef ilistruttiiigT^Si^ 
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pie than the notable device of transmutii^ paupers 
in^ heggavs, and thereby saving a few posnds ytear- 
ly to the heritors of the pfuish. *, la the existing d{^ 
crepancias so apparpnt in the political state of tl^is 
country, it seewa hapfel^ss to think of patting dowu 
paiiperism either, by juggling or by force. As well 
jfnight the attempt be a^in made to quiet Ireland, by 
the bayonet and the gibbet, and' make the ibhaha* 
tanta of that counlxy believe that such is the best sys- 
tem of gonremment. The peopir of Scowmd^ m ge- 



* A few /ears agp» in a pariah in t!ie south of SooUaintI, hot^ 
J^y. miles from Hawick» the illt^nd treatment experknced'by 
two achoolmastexs^ wat such, aa weyiyMtRe pvihlir feeUag m m) 
ordinary degree*-the one had to gire up his living' for having 
the mark. if Cain onhi^ fivehind^ (being a man of colour), the 
other had to quit his pfaiee for worahiptng ktsi Haictr \h thai 
temple, and not in this, (beiiig. a ^issentef'), botb teieheri^ w«9 
admitted to have been otiierwaae uneEceptionableb. TM indl* 
vidual whose conduct was impugncxl h» lliese fransaekiaM, .in^ 
trenched himself (it is undentootd), behiad sama aU.abatate ki 
canoQ law, which at «tliis dpty is surely ^* mora hiammbi ia .the 
breach tbantheabsecvanee** -W^are apt^to forgal a(.tHM8» tiM| 
the pe(^ sit in jjudgmevtvpan ««my piiblic^ael of aa^ii in aju« 
tbiMrity, although tins trlbiBial i^taoMa tli«;«hlif tesmtQupi; 
pression, and the totm^^n/f^^pgrnA afmNtiqaaliMdoiB.. The re- 
vemd opponapt flf t,hqB ^ j y h»o i ia i atai | t s|f an > l i o |»bfaa.Jfacgqt, 
that li0^wei.his«ffiMG^riMf«r /p^/iahv in jvkoc^r*. ^^ .^ 
ibiiiiderBof|iiai«s^ti9TiqffheeiijU«e ^ .... 
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iSf HI8T<mT OP HAWICK. 

oeral, fead'and think too much to be easily iihposed 
upmr; 'and, althoi|gh the working classes as a body 
look tm coming upon the parish for relief with horror^ 
ih^ey know <« a whale, fiom a Weazel,"* and it will be 
&«nd difficult to parsnade them, in present circutn- 
stanaes^ that the projeoted abolition of tfa6'poor->rate 
originated aither in a phfloeqifaic, hutaane, or jMim- 
otic view of die anlyeot. f 



t Smoe the two last ohftpiers were written, the Edinbuzgh 
Review for Oitotier has been puUiabed, which oontsnisen ar^ 
tide on the pauperism of Scotiaod— J>i; Gbalmers^s Pamplilet. 
Uehigr tile test. 

Tfatf Hevlewer, in re^ecfaoiii^ the fadiionabie ai^gumexits |{0t 
up oFlsteyefLiv on the poor-nite6,'pauperi8m, the demoralizatiaa 
fif Uw people, .&& has not beep'abiei in several instances^iormvdd 
the •'-leather and'pniinella,** with which the reasoonig on these 
«al(|eots have lieen so copiously tovered. The parish of Hawidr, 
too; itrldrci^#arBiienf of the p6o^, is noiieedln tElis artiele of the 
fleview, altitough fbr what purpose itiii not esflj to divine, as 
had ;te Writnr been correctly jnf<Med of the state of matters in 
this towli, lie wmfuld have dl3eet««ed« that It did not illustrate 
any of iirposltions to advwiU^ T^e interference of the an- 
fnlbm esUrt* in the oas6s of psupenssAf #i(]ch the Keviewer has- 
iMSi«ad*.htt prMitty eyfattetf aisnnin^e ; 

yet. simdiiaeiaiiteitisa eriheii^hiHMips vieWson parfeh aflhiVs 
-he ftNUidle be stty wit ^MHcWU, Mr. Kenn^ is^ filbeiy to 
J»yejiMWii<iMpiiAti« in fttlilaijK «n»ir Hie int^^ 
tNiJ^ty liotherity^ tff fHefiitfieiftr. 
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APFENDIX; 



A COPY OF THE 
T'OWN CHARTER OF HAWICK^ 

«0HAirTS1>' AY ' 

^AMES1>OTJOLAS of DHUttLANBlG. 

llTM Octobbb; 1«ST» 

And Comllniied by QUEEN MA&Y. 



To dS and sundry^ who ehatt either see or hear 
ihU prcsmL.-. 
J4MEB liouGi^dB of DrumhAriff and Baron 
iff the Barowy tfB(ffuAck^hfingwUhm the Sheriffs 
ibm tf Soxbur^h^^'^^Everlasting health in the 
Lord. 

B£CiWfrE it is notour and clenrly Jinown to every 
one, that by old rights wd evidmts^ my viUage of 
Hawick, lying wilMn my -foresaid Barony of *Hawiek, 
and within the aboyerirrittoii SberifSJem of Rox- 
burgh, from of old created^jstood and exii^ted ane 'free 
Burgh of Barony, andbecause the Charters and .£vi- 
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9B6 APrcNmx. 

deats of die tenants and inbahbants n{ Ae isaid Town 
^ aiid Borgh ware, by the inroatiU«f the English and 
Thieves, in the by-past lypaacf enmity and war, lost 
and dealnyed: For which, to the effect no prejudice 
may anxe to the said tenants and- inhabitants, but ra- 
ther in respect I am willing to help and assist them : 
Therefcre^'idt ye me to have given, granted, and by 
this present Charter confirmed — and likewise to give, 
grant, and by this iAy')iresent Chafer to confirm to 
the per^a trnder^writlen, ten^nts^of that. Toi{ti and 
Burgh <^ Barony aboye-mention^ all andaundry my 
lands fcUowing:*-* ♦ -^ 

To Robert Scott of HoWpadey Six particates of land 

Robert SooU ^C AttoiiliMigk .,...««.. .three iHtto '^ 

David R\icclarch i ; I.. eight ditto 

Thomas Brown three ditto 

The Chaplain of the ARar of the ) 
Dlesaed Virgin Mary», within the vtwo ditto. 
PamhCl^Foh^oflHwick ^ J" '' " 2 

James' Yourtg .one particate 

Walter TumbuU one ditto 

Kobtj^rt^Chamb^r.^ «. one ditto . 

' ShiMon CBajitnan .,...:ane ditto 

. Jolm Scott «...^. twoiMLi-ticates 

• lU>bert Short .* ..'. two ditto 

. William Scott ^....'. half one partiocle. 

*' Iticbard Fair half one particate. 

William Scott, son of Wm. Scott ...eleven particates . 

Julin Waugh two ditto. 

John Holbum one particate 

. William D<Migla8 ' '.*..: <..^«favee^H>PMes 

. Stejiben Scott, John Short, and Jan- \ ^^ ^^i^»« 
.' etLWdeWteile,^uaHyabohgthemf*^J*'**^**® 
'Janet Lidderdale ....; .^..^.^Urdpartiqatetf . ' 

Hally Udderdale .........lone particate . 

. '^umm Rl^w „.: .....two*psiitS»»es 

^ 'Thomas-Liddetdale....; ; twaditto . . .- 

Janet^ladstones „\ ...one aAd'alujf nai^Acate > 

^ McAfat«k9difle^' .^^...... ....Oiflitftaieailta * ' 
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Andrew Yo^ng ............•••••.•('^•— — twoparticates 

John Scott »........,,....,f*fMf tw« aadl dde biif diHo 

Thbma3 Bura.;.....,^....«,^..,.r.*«<r.oti^{>artlcfeiCeaiida half 
'•John^cptt. '.*•••.•«•«,.•.• •r«.>y.^.y«.y^&urv|]irttfaitet * * -*' 
Thoma| Coni«eU\;«^. .,,.-,,„.„,«,, ,r,Qne partksate 
John Hepbui-ii ^^ ..«.;.,..,r.^,.two particates* . 

James Blaii^...^...- ,^,, ^. bait' one 4)articaie 

WiJliam Fi^ley. *.....,..... fourth ;ptef one ij^*rticat« 

Geoi|(e Young ditto ditto 

,John VoUiur .....,.' ditto ditto 

James Cessfoitl ;. ditto ditto 

r '^Adam CejM'ord ..y«v''****^*v.«*—'Mt'qne.M|^ctfte 

" William Cetisford l^ L.dkto ditto. 

f j!^t0^4Heodenbn\»*....'/r. ;. .«.:.. two piiirtk*iites' ^ 

TkiUl».90^ftMicftte». 

.WitVthepei^inettts lying upcni the«outh side «f the 
•poblio fltreefetof the said ^aanet-^Dougkis liis town and 
jimrgkctf Hawick. ' 



I, 



'Also to the "foresaid Clmplain of the above -"j * . , 
wHM^Q«ltBr aU\m Blessed Virgin Marj, lose ^rtidfle 
. within t.he ParidLpburcb of Hawick | ' . , 

'*To the daid James Blair '. '.**.. ..one ditto 

•Bfs^ Wjiie/..,^... »....v^onedit(^ 

William iVlUson ««^... a..., ...... Ji.oae ditto 

Adam iHnks ....... ;.-.^,>=»., '. / one ditto'. 

WUlianilllpi;^ >..4«....;.;,...,^2^....oBe^ditto/ . 
Janet (!^ssford ....'..>. two ny t,|<yrtfff ' . 

• 'William Scott...: ."threJdrtto 

. JohnMeu]^.4^4.<»..>.,u«t.*«..Ar«w.4*tthxeQdbto 

Alexander I^Iey ..* one partica|;e , 

John Angus.'.^..:^.....'..v h^fonfepira«kt^ * ' 

• Stepl|«iScott,,v..^...„...^,...,»..v;.ditto' ditto:' 
'John Ruecasfle, ,r.\,.'..,.., ,.:..,oneipar£icate- 

i «Johft>CMglbrdj....'. U...; twt) 'partioites 

John.WMjb ..""...;.—. ^^....one|>^tfcate 

x-eonaralThite two particates . 

, «hiwn Ma^in,>..«*...w.. ....,.<'..;.... :.tWo ditto ' * 

, Atkm P^tei»«i r w......,......^ . 

Jaarpfaret-Lldderctole , ....one and a half particate 

^'^■'•S Wdderfil^ \.,.:^.i^. /.twapwiifiatet ^ \ 

2 G 
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Andrew ILiddttdue -«'«</4i/i<.-<i.*«i.'fiTe|wttioBteft ... 

Archibald tteou. . «>.o4Mi««Mt«* wuit4i«» fBifticatet '^ '-' 
John DeaM,„ .«.^......>...^,,;v...v.y.,-tW!p^ito 

Jamct WasoD ,..,.*».. V-.V.W. . w. vAv.-.^ne'diltoS -. ' ;— 
'^ H^KamTaUpw M..,.<-.......<...,....v«ici|to 

> , • .,. ,,..., «,..,,. '•*- f ^ " 

-Tp^^iS Bailj^^ 

puUie sfree(uo£ llif Aid JamM D^^ kin To*» 

fie f9«PM« y^iipd tat ii^Mjmiwmgmm, ii^ii>%te 
West ; and upon. thex)iii» snd otl»ntifH»t%'iii^^ .ni 

to i1hiP% jijbeineiiponi; end irii&%tW ii^ifeM^rl^ Ae 

betwm the Baisiifiiord tip&fi ^ Eaijl^' ^f^idliauJSioid 
upon cth^ W^, ihe^D^ke^ieiaiolUttBd^iliiir]^^ 
vpoQ tbe'NQith^^ aiidihe %]ce «f in^^ 
upoQt]ieSeitlh;^£iion.tii»-eii6^«kt«^ Sx- 

eepliqg..to TQe^ flay hem imdiHtis^^ dielttdsif. 

1!^ m that my inmaidToim npe»^e S(a^ (tf 
the puU}C w^ifr of th^ jBaine,;.bcfiii^ 
IBeoit upon the Bmbi-aaiih»ha^^^^^ 
vp0n the i¥,98t,. m ^limmAt^^ 
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Mi'fr«»iMrg»gb of Bmvy, ittiUii^ £99 ivBT^by 
•It lihw f^d^ jiB8^.fl9«irQbe», hoi dmMiMiiii^ijir 

)^m^ lMMni^.lkiBM^ vitb the CiiinhMttag^ihiiM^fc 
,<MWimiiiHiiy iiid juBft geftiti6Dts of das lanie ^hstrHNQf^ 

iiw ma^A» hnuik d^vaseB Slsiv^> IwtM^iiMl 4i^ 

ffcfaa^iiimhi- JbfL^Iia^ fiift.fiadfaig^MdrftMisiMK 
4km Bkm!^ Chm^i^ fibniaky ; ar thetlitmi of Ato 
tb^Jtoiiikj^ ol Ae7«mv » Immt of owxS^wot 
i^fJIkiiiMkyibniiJhiNrf.i^ lUaoiv^NQiiLtlttikr 
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inasCoiuMdl/ Jiiliia Hftpbtim, J^lm- fitendergaist, 
WUIiam Fadley, George Youn^; ifmaH Skn tkai J^ 
J^fvi Cmfotdy James Y««ng) anife^^l^Hissi'CeiBi-, 
&)rd, .their beu» and .ass^ets^^ y^toAf^gtaimi, h^ 
tbeai'^dtte.4Uid ovdiaariljr tised «iid. nbnM* k^fAtid hj/r 
dmajto theiaau4'J«PtaB>to"» hia.heOT'MBAaa ^iM 
tanibnn u».i^^e«iiP^ tbairtiigh^ti made^aodgraittt^ 
ad b]P tfa^ aaid Jaaiaa Bl^r . tovmsr]f to tkeaa^itbamr 
4q^:r As aln tb rQa./of'.tbe geraoiiSiaWve imOan^ 
t|i&ir, liaiis, ,,aail jwi y itcsv jbr: awsr^ vfaiclMilB^ ^^!%f ' 
finaMMEud J|a»4&)gia]|tQd*l^^^^^^ 

fiVe .pemiiea mousy fcnresaid «t the two ordjiub|^4|Bm| 
#(.the Ti^iV ti) wiiif 4te (^nt 
^^l^wd^^iMwrimifif ia[^»te^^ 

gri(>uiid.9imual)%i.ai»4^Fa)^ 2^l^«a9r'^n%^ 

aod^a^f^^^i^^, .suahMseaaace^as^fldM&Itihabtr m^ u ■ s tiii 
"i^Pii^t*. a^B^i^ #f Baaai^rvjrid»aikaiKa^^ 
SqcHtW^ paafoim tar thaiir lioMh^aad^lMpa^^^^ 

aif upitb fowi^tml^SmuAi^pmiBDm^ lS^ ^^^^i 
and assigoeesv Bttrgcsses a£ ib^mniMmi^ mmfm ' 
aenfe^iod those l(^ fioise add weajMd^iaificiBg^ and ] 



sapii?; £»^.the^^riik; wdigjiiateniii^ ofrtfiacMiiiSuig^ ; 
Ploi^JHag a]fiaya^^t;iiL«dia& mit^lR^liism awlaa^ 

lie^ to c«d^r int$fyi, ar jmtkaiflt BaUiaa^iMhailn^ 

Sc6t,:Lot and^fl|irjk» with tfaemaelmr ai»d tMUJEbitrd 
reibiBeLwitbia'the said Burgh* J^ltakr far vasy mj 
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to- dM Balm of the raid BulgH. noir piMeir*, and 
fmBdeaai99:tp0mm^»i^'h}im\m iime ooming. here^ 
a^y^Hj^fiilH -^10% pl4iii'pafM«^ tvi^ COiiiiBand, speci- 
al and g B m f ml^ < :eC v|omii% tf Resignationg of the? 
Snijt: aboie* inrmeD» i^i^ of ginng and gralttifig -Sei-- 
mm^ftihmmmh'iskmmigf and iilia lM » jgm e d aad gw»- 
oemd betrwfset partiM r As ako all BiesignatioiM of the* 
ftrctaid landt* or aii]^ gaH thtito f^ made in die Handa> 
o£tbe said Bailie^ apd of Maim spade.anl giasted^ 
hf tlieni^tQ4ii)wn.of tha^nine^at. anj- wim. <»-' zeaif ^ 

|Mi|pi}Ma^:fta^ bf- them f t m tt m r ^^^fitei r Ai«i» 
IS aliio^ tiie abom dasig^ X^m^ ])oli|(lte li>f Brum^- 
}$mpffr!k^mr WJD ^^wr,* «d «*ig»^ 

artpidnir^^vM)^ faiwp» ( i r>ny«af i t»>tibf pimipa ataw 
aawi i i i^ ln a i i i i lsi ^daBfe hmf. atw^^atrfgweey, ;ib aQv 
iBia%a|t^dfey^«ft wi l w^ iRnd^dKwt «s la tbovot 
^^KM^v agiOTflb^all 4eaA 

aw lw D i fiflti ip V« a ni aa i; felteiiD afjwafcd, at Ediw- 

ittandand^ft^HviMiid^a^ 

ffiaae ^ttmaai^ A^^ibafd SiOHo^k of <;^i*ogMi. 
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AnVKtmK:. 



t^pAi^; fohii SfnifSaBd; and PMvMt'Mit&^Iti^ 

wuh'4*«ers ptbets. " - - •• - -' 

(Sic suhtcrtfntwr) 
3AMES DOUfttAS oJF Drumlanrig,-. 
witfi nij^'Qwii^batilEh' 
The«l»v« WIS tntnf|!ate<i^u tiie T^tin by Mr. Walt^ Glod^ 



^THe i^ost accredited^ account of the origin of tKe- 
colour' or standardv belonging to the town of Hawick, 
was gi^n hj the late. Mr. Scott, of. ^urnhead as 

A marauding^part}( of the English^ the year afies 
the. battle of Floddeti, came, up'the X^^ispt &^ {dun- 
den Previous to. their arrival at Hawick, the Magir 
strates caHed'a^lsieefin^ilfthe inhafaitanti; aild pro- 
posod tlm4^tke e^emy^lWilA'llirivmted,' seeing thei^ ,. 
*jBM6hm'^M^rti$^ ff^tit, andvthat ihs town'ahMld W ' 
da&nded.tc^ thaJf9tKrslb^ llbi^ g^m^ 
Beoiillections af J|lpd4^shjs^ii^jthe» o^if ^ 
people^.^ho shoul^l. unaiumousljr^ tp ^^ledli^ bj^t^ 
wfae:t about two hupdredi-stout me^ wc^'armed'witH 
sttebw<^P<3n8asH^townor|iet'g^ - 

jdH^ thtt £iqB^ ]^timd«f»Wail^ 
low Hawick> Mhese 9l imgoA^^ 
IChe enemjv fthoot f6r^ ia number, ¥^^api;^,,w«ii^ 
come upon rather bj surprise,.wheii a complete masr 
KaeTe'ef|3uadl. TIk flag wiu$ tA^.'itid^scire^ a sol- .. 
dier escape^; ^ ^%4^t»l^^'^^tfr emblei«NI6'been 
carried waa4 thi:TO3«*e#i.ajf^^a biargh |i l<|i my at 
tlte Cmiinoariding ever sJais&f 
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^ The fellowin^-^ii one of the «on^ composed- for^ 
and sung at, ihe "Cdrnmonriding. , .; 

TIBTBUS^ ANB TIRIODINl 

Tu]nG;-4l>^iiUaiirigrMarcb;.*arTi]iodin«. \ 

Well a^ hie to^the mmr^jn^inj^'^. \^ 
Drusilanrig.g9ve ij tat pjpvuung^ "^ ' 
Our ancestors of martial order, 
1[^a drive the EnglisLoff.oni^barder/. 

CHOA^S,, • 

Up .wr'Hawick, its rights and eommon^^ 
Up wi^ a** the Border oowmen ! * , 
TlrtbtOT aad-TErioilinp • - i.' 

We arc up to'gaafd^tbe^oommom . » ' ' 

At Flodden^field our .fethers fought it^ , 
And honour gained though dear they bought it ; 
By Tmifi'^iS^thtyhooE' thia cokMix,. 
A d«ai^me«Mvialidi)|h«irT»laun*. 

, UpwrH»wick^*c. 

Though twice of old 'our town^ was hurn*4,": 
Yet twu»e'the ftemeft taA*ire*tttrned;rr ; .< ♦ 
And evety sliNmM our i%ht»^^r trod- on^ 
Well laoft tKefoe tO'TiTiodiih/ 

JUmnd our Comet, now we rally*) 
And ftttll'^Bir koraebaefti'iet- cm saH)r^r ; - 
Round our tnavcheawAl escoft^hinsv ' 
Pledging'finnlf'tDsii^port tttin; - "^ 

• • ■ . .* -i *" i. - V. . .'.'.. 

^|f;li)^*|^we^Q drive like fire^, 

liar Ae Ferti^h-hilU nor tire^. 

JElidlaTO'Pilmuir-rig we 11 canter? : -^ - 

Dx»wn £e Bailk-|ii|!^9ie;.ll soamp^.' 
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Slack* our girthiu and es^g ih^ cripp}^ y. 
Tal^ a glksB o^cBeevr% wBUly, 

..'.1. 1.'... .. . r ' . **^ 

At llb^HlMifiW'we^ttBk 11^ 
Weavwr 'WuB'^s anld bomiet cla^iip^ . . 
Dotm tMe Ibftn.MMtoma ftb^'dou^ . 

And viae tchM^^air 61^' sfte ^\K^^. ., 

Nbir TimaiirMamthd dnaUtrnf 
Aa rani and* fila-the town we enter ; 
TnExDund the.E(ailg& (mr^flae, is i^ii^,-. . . 
And M&e tlki^JIk&LdPBfaM'are ;t|j4ii^*' 

WHibtimand dBoArmnitttMbgimi^im^ 
ather»dbu a a lyiai ii a -<fcfi:iwtff\ 

TatlieX.i*tlegaE««K^*fu';wiy, _, 

iyiia» tiPlioiaafr neigh^^^ \ 

In the^SMfnOidtlalliSi^^ 

Knivea and kOtli^i^rilrphmifihm itl^^* \ 

PiUh aB«itt the g&imig g^U^^ 

3ing, ao^'dloio^aiid Idi^t^e k^sia^^ 



But, .di ^nu Aom iKa^ I>di%^^pMMpd ;;- 

For apo3e»«arni^«»i|K gal8^aa4 1«^«< 
B^bedoiirnrea in evil hour*. 

Yet stjl^iby Iad6^Je(t.v»!ii9B)C4^ ., 

And virtnomaetiwlf ever cKaarf%.. 
And-nia^ tH^r j4>y a<*oitrtU«aeiidal|ta 
Be Haptiek ftr ever and independent. 

• ' ( .. -. -: ^ f . it.'-. A - 

I ."M ' " I I I fi iii ^^i 1 I I II j i ihf ^1 II II I i ^y. I 

^JkjjhteafordeiB&iamib.^ 
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SUBSCRIBERS' NAMES^. 



Mr Wimam ituislk, bookUndernHawicIr^ 
lieutenant Aitebison, B. N. Greenwich. ' 
Mr John Aitkiiu grocer, Uowick. - 

J. Allan, Selkirk. 

«hu]ie» Anderson , Esq. Wilton Lodge, 9 copief- 

Mr George Anderson^, writer^ ^ajfwhudiy* - / . i 

X)r. Anderson, Selkirk. 

Mr Robert Anderson, writer, Hawklu i , . , r 

-^ Robert Archibald, £ta\^k;.. > , . ^ . . 

.^ Thomas Armstreng, Selkirk. .. 

.— Fergus Armstrong, Edinburgh. 

—. Aaron Avmstvoogpi Kewlan^ . - '- < . ."* -, u 

— .. ^—Armstrong, surgeon, LiverpooL. , /, 

i^ Mkik Arras; Faimiti^M, s'u. •.. 

m^ Adam Arras, Riidc^. . ^ / . ........ .. .. : 

'.. B- .. •< .'.;.. 

Mr FniTicis BoHatit^riie. inkchant, Hawkk;. 

— R: BltrtDn; E d inh «p g hi .r— '*-i^.- . i. .'. 

*— John Beck, hosier, Hawick. 

— Geoige. Hardy Bell, fa<$8ier,;:^awick. . . 

— Blockadder, laod suriR^:^^ .... . ' .^ , 

— William' ^lamyre^LondtP, 3 copies*. , > „, 

— George Blake, Liverpool. 

— Ardubald Blake, Liverpool. : » 

— Alexander Borthwick, Jltfasiig*. 
^ John W«torstone.SM.wi^ Jyeitli^. . 

— Jiame^Bro^, Dei||p|M^<i '. : i 

Alexander Brown Es;^* Oi|(diaxd. ^'^ ^ . . . .. v . . . « . . ; ^. r / .1 
Mr Brown, Towef tiin', Hawaok* 
J)avid Brown Esq. of Ra#^t. 

Mr A. Brown, London^ . . T , . ^ 

-.* James BroMtn, S|»inner».BbiwiGk. 
—. R. Brown, Langholm^ 
^ Williaaa Brown, Gala8hie&. .. .1 ; .. f p^ . ^ 

m^ Jame»BrowB» Galashiela. . < ; . . .^ 

... William Brown, clothier, Galashiels. . . • ' _« 

Hi8dratfeth6Diik6<>fBUcaleUCbi3cQpiesi/ . ... 

Mr Alexander BumeV.Cescberf Jedburgh^. 

— Alexander BiifhaB, Hawick. 

•» Geoige Buckham, Manchester.^ 

Hev.Dr Bum. Miotic : .>;»..**. .»* ••' ' .i. . ,. 
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846 SUBSC&lBSliS^ KAHKS., 

C 
Mr Williimi Caira«, London. 
•— Fnncis Cairns, Hawick. - - 

— AuBCs Canning, Edinbui'irk 
«- Thomas DirrutWs» cQi|cbman. 
^ Thomas Cathnof slater, Hkwidc^ 
^ William GathxacwB«wick 
Bev. Dr. Charters, Wilton,^ copies. 
Mrs Chiabolme of Chtshohiie. , 
Mr David Criofiloa4:Minto; - 
». Chiiiitte, ldng% nw i i DaiMaf t.ltottdto>; 
». William Claxft, Kelso; 
^ William eUark, Londisn^ 
i^ Thomas OappertoiH Gaiasfalel«»' 
Hev, J. Cochrane, Hawick*. 
X Cockbum,.£8q. 
Mr James CoMier, London;- 
.— J« Collier, London. 
^ James Cowii^ Gahuhiels.. 
Georae Graig^Ssat GalashiehB- 
Mt Feter €rodk8 W. & £dinbi«v& 

— J. Cummiiig, Selkirk.' 
m^ Adam Qum^i 8t4at/know«k. • - - 

Mr H. S; Dal^iesh^ SeMtiiib ' 

•— James DavidaoB,. merchant,, Hawkl?.-: ' 
-- William Davidson, bank agi^ne,^ltOi» ' 
•• Isaac Davison, taUor; ditto. ' ' ' ' • ' 

— James Dickstm, merchant, ditlO.'^ 
Andrew Dickson,. Esq. of Altett. 8'l 
Archibald Dkkson, Esq. of Ho 
A. DickBfMi,.£8q. «if HuntJinR- 
Mr Al^andter Didcson, Seedsman. ' - . '" 
«.-. Miss Dickson, Tieviot- Lodge 

— Walter Dickson^ W. Sw Edmburglte. • ' 
George Dickson,. Eo^HasaimdiMabttik . - . « . 
J^ William Dobson; GalaslUeb, 

— A- Dodds; London* . : . .>v 
•>-. Andrew Dodds, Hassendeanbttn^ .. •^.- 
— James Dodds,.CarDsle>. ' 

-. JobnDodds, Miller,.Galishieii|. 
James Doiigfa»k Esq, of ^amevs^tc 
Archibald DoUa^, JUn. Eaq..4lr / 
Mr John Deii^, Surgeon: 
^ iUibert Dwglas, Surgeon^ 
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94r William Dougki, liOBdon. 

— Archibald DougUui^edlNKgfa. ^ 

.- AdatuDunn, BlackBmith, J^buigtL, ', 

— George 12iiBn« Ancnttn. 

JMr. Alexander Elder, Peebles t copies. . . . 

— Walter Elder Hainck, 9'copies. 
Edward Ellice, Esq. x. p. ^ copief. 

Sir Wm. F. Eliott of Stoba'and WeUa, « copiei. . . *^ 

Hon. .(>ptain Elliot, Teviotbaiik» 2 copies. 

^ J. E. EUiot, EildeiiliaU. teepies, . -^ 

GUbert Etiott. Esq. Rojal AitiUeiy^ Wells. -- 

Mr. James EUiot, GoldielaiMls. 

— John Elliot, Writer, Hawick. . 

— Bobert Elliot, Spinner, Xto. 

— William EllioUTTodrig. 
4Fohn Ettiet. Esq. ^V9iithaugh. 
Mr. Bobert Elliot, Teuidside. 

— BobertElUot,IiOiidon. - 

^ llobert Elliot, JOeadwater. t; ' ^ 

— Robert Elliot, MiUbuni. 

«— Bobert Elliot, Glenourdholm. . . 

— William Elliot, Writer, CastleUfi. 

— ThomasEUiflt,M.D. Carlisle. 

— William Elliot, Koan, , . . .. • 
«.. James Elliot, lamejdeqch.^ 

—. Andrew Elliot, Twialdiope. 
^ ArchilAld ElUot, Galashwia. . 

— John Enii^teQ, Gateaide*. 
Charles Erskine, Esq. Mdme^ 

Mr. Andrew Ewen, Skinner, Hanick. 

.^ Andrew Ewen, Jan. Dob 

Mr.JohBEeigrieTe,<Oalinlu«98. , 

.— JamesTeiguson, Spinner^ Hawidc 

— OesitgB Forrest, Gunmaker, Jedbuif;h.* ' ' 
-.. BdbestFraser, Draperi Hawick. . \ . , 

G . . 1..'- ' ": ^-l.* '.\''i 

JUdiard a Gascoigne, Esq. of iPjvfi^j^^.qo^JML . . 
jlle«s.QiUon&Ride,Merchani8»C^th«liOiKM^^ ' . 
Mr. JohnGoodfelloir^ Gtocer,.liajnck. o , <.: • . 
^ James GoodfeUow, HaMlok. ... . •.. 

Mmm Egbert Gorenloek, Mosspaul« 6 cctpiet. 
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^48 4UIB8C&IBESS^ KAMSS. 

!Mr James Oovenlock, Sunderland. ^ 
«-. Andrew Glen, Selkirk, 

— Andrew Graham, JDraper, Hawjck. 
«— John Graham«CloiBd>um Cottage.. 
Dr. Graham, Hawick. 

Mr. Thomas Graham Borfhwickmains. 

— Thomas Graham, Jx>ndon. 
..— Wilfiam Graham, 'Holstaine. 
«» David Graham Bamcleuch. 

^,-m -George Grant, Sui^eon, R. K. ' 

Kev. George Ch«y, ^ckfbnL 

Mr. Andrew Grax,ljoni!on. 

Miss Greenshiels, Teviotbank. 

Mr Thomas Gre^fT, Edinburgh.. - ■* i 

^-. D. Grieve, Selkirk. ' - . . . 

■^^ James Grieve, Brauxholm-Park. ' 

.— James Grieve, Branxholm<:firaes. ' 

.. Kobeit Giieve, Branxholm-Bniea, 

^ W. O. Grieve, Branxhelm-Park. . 

— Robert Grieve, Leith. * *" 

-— John Grieve, Howden. *'" ■ ' ' 

— Thomas brieve, Skelfhill. 

H ' ■' , . . ' • ' - . 
Mr. Walter HsddoD, Hawick^ ' 

— J. Haldane, Selkirk. 

— Robert Haldane, Writer, GalasBels. - ^ :\ 
-i. James Halfimrton, Hawick, 10 copies^ ' ' • • > -. 
—. J. Harper, Newstead. 

Mias Haraie. W41ton Manse.* . T' 

Mr. James Hardie, Surgeon, Ditto. , 

Miss B. Hay, Roberton. ^ ,. . . 

Mr. Robert Haj, Crown Inn, * ^.^^ . ' ;;,.:, vq;." 

Rev. Jas. Henderson, Hawick. .** 

Mr. Walter Henderson, Butcher, SeOpirk. 
«— Adam Henderson, Coaeb-drirei**, , -r - '■ 

. ^.- J«mes Henderson^ Sj|;|eri|r Cieric^S Office, Jedbui;g^' 
^— Thomas Hill, Hassend^amehuni. , -^, ' 

Dr Hilson, Jedburgh. ' 
Mr John Hislqp, Hawick.' - »*'.'• 

— John Hislop, London. 

Mrs. Hislop, Minto-Heuse. • > 

Mr. J(^n Uiid«q>,'GflUMnels. u> .', .'i .7. / '" •'> : 
Jebn Cam IJobbousp, Esq, iL p. » . ! ,** • * -J -> * . \ •' 
Mr. James Hogg, Stockiogottkes, fla«riflk«: i \ i. 
_ Wilttam Hogg, Writer, Griwlilsli . ^ - 
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suBseax^slis' -HjMnBi- *94& 



Mr Willxam Hope, mul-ffuard, I^Iawlelu.- 
-*- H. N. T. Hope, clerk, do. 

— P6terHoi^r, Kels^.- 

The Hon. Lord VucouqlJIjowick.' 
MrJ. Hume, baker, Selkirk,'. i. _ 

I 

Mr John Inglifl, Cavers^ 

-te Thomas Inf^lis, London^- 

-*- James Iiigus^4)o. : J 

Rev. James Inglis, Midlem. 

Mr Andrew Irvine, grocer, HawidQ^' 

-*- AdjUai Irvine, brewer, de. 

-^ Robert Irvine, London, 

-*- William Irvine of Newtoj>,- 

— Walter Irvine, Lockerbie. . 
^mr WiUiam Irvine, Glasgow* 

J 

jSIr James Jackson, Jedburgh«>' 

— Robert Jaidine, 'Harwowl. 

K' 

Hy Jamer Kennedy, I^igbolnu 
^ 6fideon Kerr, hosier, Hawick*- 
-•-• Andrew Kerr, Minto, ' 
-^ John Khrk, LiverpffoL 
Mrs Km^l, Teviotbank. 
Mi* A' 0« Ejiox, Wilton-MUL' 
.^ William K;le, Londoxu 

L 
Mr Rob^' taidlawvFalmuib. 
-^ J. B. lAidbw, writer; fldinburgk. 
^ Robert Laidbnr, Nether Caasock. 
m^ David lAinei CUwick, 9 copes. 

— Aiemider Juahi^, Wilton ||iiU2 copAei^- 
^ Walter I^ing, 6»ho]iA.hiU. 

-*. Andrew La|fg, writer, Belkirk.' 
^ Richard Lees, Galashiels. 
.^ John Leggat, Denhdnu 
IJbrs^, GaiShiels. 
Mr T^maa liddle, Hawick. - 
..^ CiMrles Littte, London^ 
_ William LittSe, Do. 

■^ J<^n little, Bar)«leroftib 

2 K^ 
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490 si>is<mi^£ks* iHJiafiBfL ' 

Mr John Little, Kn^mr, 

— Waiter little, London. 

tV. E. Lockbart, Esq. m. p. 2 copied 

>fr Jolia Loclcie, FaimexliMl, Kelso. 
Iter. R. Lundie, Kelso, 6 copies* 

M. ' 

Mr IVCartin M*Live» liverpool. 

John M*Diarmid, £^. DumfrieisM 

Wm. Macdonald, Esq. of Ormistoov 'icopi^i^ 

Mr J. M'Morriii, Hawick* 

— Peter M*Lelen, iMidkM^ 
Peter Maxwell, Esq. Edinburgh*. 
Mr J. Maxwell, Galashiels. 

— George Main, writer, KelaOi 

— Alexander Main Hawick^ 
*— A. Marshall, Blainslie.. 
-^ li. Martin, Jedburgh. 
Mrs Martin, Minto-house. 

Mr W. MartiBdale,..LiverpooU ' ' " 

— li, Martindale, London . . , 

— tt. Mattheiv, Vi, London Street, Kdinburglu 

— James Melrose, miil-wrigbt« Hayrick. 

— Robert Mercer, W. S. Edinburgh. 

— JohnMichie, Hawick. /*... 
-— Jumes Miller, gFecer^ Hawick. 

— Bobert Miller, spinner. Do. 

— WilKam MUler, do. Dq. . V 

— Alexander Miller, Dundeet^ ^ . ' 

— Thomas Miller, London. ** \,. \v < /.' 

— William Miller, painter, Hawil^,' • - .-- 

— Andrew Miller, North Shields. 

— David Miller,, tailor, I^ewca^Ue. * 
Right Hon. the Earl ot'^linto, 3 ei^ptes. 

Mr Hugh Mitchieli, Btrr»ti8ta^d. » '. ;» -I. 

— William Mofiat, GarwaM. 

— David Moncrieff, Hawick. 

lliAht Hon. Lord Montagu, I? eopesft ^ > * 

Mr Jame4 Morrison, Kelsb. 

— « James Murray, teacher,* Hawiqk, t copies. 

-— James Murray^ Luodon. ^ ' 

. N , .• • . • 
l)r No*«*hijg^r«g', is; St. And^w's Squaj^, KtSnlurgfit 
MlTSichelTAcadeniy, Cupar Fife, ,s? copies* ■ ' *' 
— . WftL NixoB^icanufacturer,iiflw:cL ' *"" * 
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$UBSCi»fiftRftT kjiXWk ^ Stt 



Hr Joae^ Nixon, Hawick. . ' - ' 

-. John MixoB^ liOiidoa, SlE^ptes. 

O 

Mr Win, Ogllvie, BroadiiBugh; 

— J. Oliver, town clerk, Hawick, t^Cdpi^ 
•— James Oliver of Burnflat. 

— . Andrew Oliver, writer, HaWick. 

— Thoma» OUver, lillie^eafl 

— Thomas Olivier, ironmcmger, H^trkk^ , 

— Kobert Oliver, London. 

— John Oliver, Denholm-milL « -- - 

— Archibald Oliver, Do. 

p -.' 

Mr Walter Park, spinner, H^witk. ' 

— J. E. Fark, grocer. Do. 

— William Paterson, baker. Do. 

— Wm. Patterson, Galashiels. 
„r^ George Patterson, Dcl 

— Jame* Peacock, hatter, London. '/' ^' "; 

— James Pope, Leith.^ .> - ; ' . i . j / ; . , 

— George Potte. writer; HaWitfc 

— Thomas Pctts, Do. 
George Pott, Esq, of Dod 

Mms Pott of lUg. '< . • . • 

Mr Thomas Pringle, djer. T v . 

— John Pr ingle hosier, HawicV: ' "*' ".^'• 

— Alexander Purdom, shoemaker, flkfe. ' ''./'' * ' ' ' / 

— William Purdom, hosier. Do. "' ' ' ' " ; 

— Robert Purdom, farmer,. Do. 

The Most Koble The Mar(|uls of Queeua(KHi^,;| ^o]jMi;y 

Mr William XtatBle, London. > . • < >w 

— George lieid, writer, JedburgPi. * i .' ,t .^*^ • » .«»• i 

— Wm. ilenwick, bookseller; .Mfaiit^. . ' ' i- '.,-n . 

— Adam lUchanlson, drapeiv Hawirit* .-^>r< .• 

— William Richardson, Jun»Dfi»' 

— George Richardson, I^ndon, ■. 

— Wm. JUchardion, HiLl.PlacevE4'>tei^g$L;v .)!;>.. »»s > . 
Charles mdde1U£$q.o^Kfi»el«e,,«.f»pia^ .. .;..: .. 
Mr Waiver Riddell, l.jcwid«». .v*.tM.\ i , - - v - ^-•*«' 
«.- William JUoberts» Gslroihiels. 
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Mr A. Boberton, Lodyrig. 

Mi06 Robertson, S, George SMlfti^, Edinbui^^ " 

Mr William Robertson. EdniSur^h. 

—. Tboin^ Robson, spnner, Hawick. 

i». Gavin Robson, wnter. Do*. • - . - .-- 

m^ Thomas Rogers^ Dundee. 

-.— A. X. Rogers, London. ' -,.,-- 

Rev. Andrew Rogie, Hawielc ' 

Mr Fninda Rutherford, t)o- ' 

». Wm. RutherfordLsheriff deik, Jedburgh* - ' 

— . Thomas Ruther&incl^ watchmaker. Da 
^ James Buthexford, Galashieis. ' 

% 
H. £. ScoH, Esq^ of Harden, 4 coppea. 

J^C Scott, Esq..ofSint0n^2Gopiefl. 

Mrs. Scott of Sinton. 

Mr Jas. Scott, tobacconist, ^awick, 2 copies 

Walter Scott, Esq. of Whiteh'augb, 2 copies. 

Sir Walter Soott, Bart. AUiotsiord, % copies. , .\ ' * 

Messrs. H. Scott & Ca haf^mauuliicturexB EdiAb^^lgh; f >>pliit< 

Waiter Scott, Esq. of WaucTiope. . 

Mr. William Scott, Blilaingjton^ 

p^ James Seott* SilverbutbalL 

-.- George -Scott, ffunsmitfa, Hawiok.' 

— John Scottr spinner, do* 

— Gideon Scott, London. 

^ Wm JBcott, l^ttcfaer, Hawick.^ ' 
Mifls Scotf oi Wauch<^ 
Mr Jdim. Scott, London. ■ 

—. James Scott* Do. 
—. R. Scott, Dovemount 
. —. George Scott, Young's Street, Bdiuburgh. 
—. Simon Itott, 8» Abercrombj.Pttce, EiUnbi^i'Sti^ 

i— R5bert Scott, Todriiikwhau]^ - 

^ Chai^ Scott, Crescent, Hawick. 

— John Scott, schoolDaaster, Ancr6fati» 

— Walter Scott, Ptekhill. 

Thomas Soott« Esq. of i'ecl 

M^ David Soott, Priilatiiaatffa. . 

«^ George Scott, teacher* Mxv^ 

^ Walter Scott, Wilton Buni.. . . 

.^ lolm Scott, £B2ielK»li«. . . 

~ QidMn8oDt«ef44wp6bL. *^ . 

^ Gforge S(|0tt/«tii|chert4)tBhdiiii^ 

««J0U}tertSeib3r».3iint<». '\ 



d by Google 



STTVSCHIBEES^ KAXSB? 



558' 



!fi£ev. W. B. Shaw, Lai]^|boha» ' ' 

Mr Joseph ^haw^ Ha wuJc. • 

-^ Thos. Shortreed, procurator fiscal, Jedburglw - 

-b. Tboi. Sibbald,'iromiiohger, Edmtnvgiu' 

—. William Simpson, Headshavv 

— David Simpaon, Blbod^^-lawa. 
Captain Slei^, 100 RenimenW 
Mr J. Smail, W. S. Edmburgh* . 
— - Wm.. Smail, Raperlaw. 

--&«John SmitV'iiu»eeper, Ner Cautleto^i^ 
— - Thos. Smith, Jedburgh- 

— James Smith, Appletre^udL- 

— Andrew Smith, Newcastle. 
-. K. Smith, Currier, Kelso. 

Thomas Stavert, Esq. Hoscpat. * ^- .. 

Mr Thomas Stavert, spinner, Hawii^ . 

-^ William Stavert, stoctcitigmaber. Do* > . ^ 

p^ James Stevenson, clerk, Jedbui^^ 

Ber. James Strachan, Cavers. 

JUt Jdbu Straton, Arhr Mi, ^^c&meiC 

m^ John Summers^ wsl ^ Havlclu . 



llr William Tait, carrier, Hafridk* 

«^ John Tait, spinner, do. ' - . . 

•«. William Taylor, London, 8 copieii^ 

.^ James Templeton, teacher oi'in^».£^lmi^.> 

— James Thomson, road-surveyor.. ^ . . . •_ 

— Andrew Thomson, Architect. 
Bev.ChffliesThomscMi, North Shielda*^ . . 
Bev. Joseph Thornton,' Edbam. . . , ! 
Mr WUlUm Thomsob. Jun..CayeTf« 

-. David Thomson, Galashijeliisi ^. 

,^ Andrew Thonuon, Be^Jiie. ./ 

—. Andrew Thomson; rba4*swrve}rort Langhalfl^^ •. 

m^ William T&omson, Gatehousecoa^ .... 

•«i. James Thdrbutn, Jedburgh. \- ' r, 

•^ Thomas Tudhope; tobac^iflty'Hawici^ > 

-*. W. TuUy.Iibndon. , ^_./ . 

— James Tumbull, WUionl ' , / ; 
«. William Tumbull, jSpti^pjb.^ , 

•^ Michael Turnbull, flrQp^r>Haw)ckil . . . / i 

— John Tumbull, Selkirjt , , , 

Thmnaa Tumbull, £s^Youiig«« of l>^i}Wl4& -' * \ 
Mr John Tumbull, Bumipot. , . :. ;/ r- 

p« Wsat«r Titfnbiill, Wogdfeo^ 
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Ber. 6. Timbull of Brieriehfliffk 

Hr. Thomas TurnbuU, 2, St Andi«1r's S^t* Ed^tolB^ 

,mm A» 0« TutfntNiiif ' £uliibdb!ttD> -• - 

— John TurnbulU sheriff ^fl£er^Jedbuigk« 

— Wililam TurnbuUi Hasaendttn. 

.p. William TurnbuU, merobant, Ediilbttigh. 

^ A. Tumbuli, Minto TowflbhncU ^^ 

^ John TurnbuU, Spittal. .. 

Miss Agnes Tumbull. _ - 

Mr. James TumhaHiOfltee «f Iteveau^ Iiiqifipy* UmAmi. 

» Thomas TurnbuU, Eastmiddkk - 

-. George TurnbuU, Galaslj&U* ^ . 

U 

M^ WilHisun TTrmihart^ Hawick, 
-^ohn Usher, W. 8» Edinbui^ 
.-.Thomas Usher, -CourthiUd 

W 
3ix GeOTge Waldie, draper, Ha^ 

— Thomas Wa]die, Asbkirk. 
-^ T. Wales, MintoJiouse. 
-. T. WaUcer, RiddletonhUL 
-~ Bobert W^er, Gali0hi^l8# 
— - James Watt, grocer, Hawick. 

— WUUam Watson, hosier, fibiwicl&. 
»— Andi#r #tttson, Liva-j^ibdL ' 
-. Thomas Wemjss^ spinner, H&wldk- 
i-* Ebeneaer Wemyss^ spinner. Do. ' 
— . Thomas Wight, bl«Wer, J^borglu . 
^ T. WiUde, Minto-housei 
,^ John Wilson, grocer, Hai^k^ir. 
-. Walter Wilson, hosier. Bo. 
«. William Wilson, ho8ier,^.Da tto^l^ 

— Peter Wlhmi, dioemaker. Da 

— William WUson, shoemaker, Do. 2 cdp!e&« 
— ^ Peter WUson, hosie;r, Hawidr. 
i— Wm. Wilsom ikt ftmnufteltitttr, Lottdoik.. 
^ T. WUson, skinner, Hawick 2, cog^ 
Bev. A. WUson, LiyerpooL 
Mr Walter Wilson, baker^£fe^lHdl* • 
.^ John WikK>n, sh^hfir^Ac^, 1J&, 
mJ. Andrew Wilsen, butcher, Dd. 

, ^ Walter W4m^ iuniilf9^i f>ou 
~ John WUson, baker, Curm&. 
^ James WUson, Lindeaik.- 
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n^ Jflmes WUqod, writer, Hawick. I 

.^ 8. Wood, town dertr, Jedbui^h, 4 oopiet». | 

.-» J6hn Wood, survejocw Edinbux^ I 

M< William Yeoman, TAnf^olmy 

Bev. A; Young, Burnhead. 

Mr Adam Young, liverpooL 

— James Youi^, 5, Milra Court, EdhitoaiL. 

€!apt. J. Young, governor of Edinbui^-jail, f eo^llflb»< 

MjL A. Youngs 8urg^0D» Edg^iiU, lirerpool. 



THE END, 
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